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To the Right Worſhipful and © © * 
my ever Honoured © Good 
Friend, Sir THOMAS 
FOSTER Knight: One 
of His Majeſties Fuſtices 0 

A Peace Fr TG j 
Middleſex aud Surreyss”.* 


Right Worſhipful, 


Nthankfulneſs is not only a fix, but it 
| is ranked among thoſe" Capital feos, 


that are fiens of the /aft times ; and 
| . hath, a general mark in. the boly 
| | Scriptures, not barely to debaſe (hriſtians 
\ ff below Heathens, but indeed below bruit 
+ Beaſts ;' {pr..the Ox acknowledeerh; his Quoner, 
© I ard the Aſie his Maſters (rib, wo 
This Conſideration , with many more, 
} | Commands me to cnquire into the truth, and 
- E grcarneſs of my Debt to your worſhip, whoſe 
4 paſt Favours I can mention, but never Requites 
? Yet by Gods grace and help, will ever rememe 
+ ber, and acknowledge, where ever Qccafion 
oNfcrves, to the day of my death. Wt 
' And becauſe your Faithful, Ulnmeritted, 
1zFand every way Ulnrequited Kindneſs may live 
A 3 when, | 


| . The EpiStl Degdicatory. 
whenTam gone 3/-not only to induce: others 
xo ſuch Compalſlionate-Atts of Mercy, in time 
of Extremity:; but that my Children alſo may 
have. an' honourable remembrance» of. Your | 
Name and Deeds to their poor once languiſh- 
ing Father, while buried alive in the worſt of 
Eg Priſons, that they may ftill read-iover, 
"what both their Father underwenm, aud your 
Worſhiprelieved from, when others, ſufh- 
ciently obliged, did decline'; while your ſelf 
neither accepting Common Acknowledge- 
ment, nor regarding the ſtrength of Oppottti- 
on, or other Refle&ions of being fo much con- 
cerned for one wholy a ſtranger to;/your felfe, 


and'under names of Contempt or Fanaticiſnve.: || 1 

Yet munwearied Indeavours afteronce you ff ] 
took the 'rask in hand; -were ſo far: from | « 
"declining, that jn conjunRtion with 2his-noble © 1 
Principle, dure God raiſed you up to regard the 4 
diftreſs 'of a ftranger, and his poor wiſe and I 11 
ſeveral fmall children : which Principle Rill YE 
carried you through thoſe many  oppolitionsh fr 
tharhefcll:you : yer likea reſolved Warriour, tr 
-aid atremptall Indeavours for -thorow-Con-Þ ft 
queſt ofwhatyou had-once begun. And now; 8 K 
'5:-Deay Sir, pardon my boldneſs, and? pleafc$th 
to givermeleave at'this time to remember youJſot 
of what'in duty to God; I ought never ta forYt-1 
eb: _ in Auguſt 166. | was ſeized byth 
.@Warrantfrom the 'then; Secrerarmof  Stareſan 


and!:conimitted" cloſe Pailoner: to the! Garthby 
-poþ "4 How 


The Epiffle Didicatarf 
Hauſe Priſon, upon! Suggeſtion vicRrintzng a 
Baok rib} oke ds netdhiaak] 
knew not who Printcd it. There was fuly 
kuriedoakve iv being aPrifon: fameus' for 
oppreſſion of poor Prifoners, as' many befideamy 
" | Jolfcannotoriouſly witneſs; for as ſo0n-asl 
| | was brought thither, a Srern Gealer locked me 
- | vp, andfaid; I muſt not ſee,nor have the {heres 
. | of any of Relarions or acquaintances. vi/tf we 
f. | without ſpecial Order from the Secretary farft 
- | obtained. This looked like Cold entrance, to 
- | one unacquainted with ſuch a Condition ; 
- | (rhouph then deſerved worſe at Gods hands) 
: Butto a tittle, this and much more 1 found 
tobeas:truly performed as promiſed, for I was 
u | locked up in a Room, where neither had 
n | Chair nor Stool to reſt on, and yet ten Shil- 
lc | lings the week muſt be the price: and ere I 
cf had been there three nights, ſeven Pounds and 
dB fifteen Shillings was demanded for-prelent 
Fees; that'is to ſay, five Pounds to free me 
fromiwvearing trons: ten Shillings for my .En- 
trance week Lodging,five Shillings my Sheets, 
five Shillings Garniſh mony,the reſtfor Torp- 
Key: Fees, oc. [dclired, being a firanger;to 
their Cuſtome, a ſew dayes time to confider 
of it; which was granted; In which ſcaſon, 
t had the happineſs, late at night, or early.in 
the moroging, toſtand up! upon a high: Table, 
refandl:y.minccartothe ſide Roof of theR'vom, 
wy hich means; thiough the affechionate oye 
114 g- 


Tir Epifte-Ded fieatory: 

| 4 ob ers jr Belen - WOor- 

$7 cloſe) Priſoners dlſo;/'(that fn 
"mYt, 't6 =; pa any converſe, lic 'all }lang fn 
upoh be abroh Call at ſome Cyeviſe;:bur. Þ n 


bte(fedbe'God, they 'were', from "fence of [1 
what they did ndergoe, beſet with fuch Sim: p 
p##h5 towards me,'that tiff1had their cariin | c: 
forh a manner, and at fach' ſeaſons;') whom || v 
3cquaitited with the'Keepers Demands,-defi- |} 
Tingto know what Juſt Cuſtome did rc Oe: d 
From whom ( as after the ſame was'con d 
by the then Secretary ; That it was not War- þ { 
rials, by' any known Lew of" Evglana, to 
require hive pounds to buy off wearing | roxs: 
UPpon which, Igave this anfwer ; 1 did not 
tinderfſtand any juſt cauſe T had given for ſoſe- 
vere an Impriſonment ; much leſsto pay ſuch 
*&es'; for ' which I was neitherable noriwil- 
ing. Upon which, many' Crycl Indeavours 
were uled;"to exact s Conſent jromme; and 
my Wflitea Wife not ſuffercd'to' ſpeak with me 
boein'the preſence of the Keeper; and aftera 
chargeable' Order'for ſo much” Priviledge firſt 
obrained': Nay many times Orders" denyed 
22476 ati4a$ain for my Friends admittance'rs 
fre ahd" fy Window Caſements-muſb be 
nalted t!p.-that Iſhoulg not have the benefir 
of that Cornnk6h Aire which is every Slaves 
Birth-right, And when-Provifion-Wwas foncis 
me for my neceſſary ſapportz\though alittle 6 
bo da my Stomach [0 ſailgd rotating; _ 


Rr—_Gnwy few ro = = Ov 


*2& 3. © 


The. Epiſtle \Dedieatorye © © 

>clols {hut vp, yet that,muſt be. kept. from 
me, and. {requent; forced Faſts impaled von. 
me; and however, what.was ſent for my dig 
r. | ner at twelve by the care of Jſome, loving R&- 
f Flations that liycd neer the Prifan, mult be 
+ Egiven me at, four or fivea clock, atwhich 
a | cime: I uſually muſt Breakfaſt; -and,jif, meat 
[ I were brought, I ſhould. be. ſure,; to, vant 
- Beer orhregd, : ſo: that atlaſt 1. was fargedto 
2 deviſe: a way 10 geta//ring and bagg $9 be.let 
4 | down by-night at: the window , $0», KORYSY: 
0 


ſome rcirelhment to mc. S 3(13 93 yQ 
Theſe Cruckics ſpreading abroad, accalls 
2 oned-applications ton higher, power to-ohtain 
x | ſome reſpit z but in the: general, things; Coy 
> | tinved at this pals for;ſome twelve :weeks;. in 
h | which: time, far but receiving a-note-at-the 
. key hole by;an open. Priſoner, lent, from-my 
poor. wife, then) fick. and, weary. with grief 
and ſucceſslefs travels about. my..rcleaſe ;the 
harmleſs nighbour- that brought it ſecured, 
and; my felf taken-out of this xoom, ſuffigicats 
ly bad, (as Lthought and felt) and,pur into: 4+ 
nother, ncer twenty dayes hopelels ndkele- 
leſsin. a: viſible ways (yet to Gods: prail 
be it ſpoken,” then leaſt, a Priſoner though 
olt-ſ0;)i being, locked. up(in a. Trap\Roomy 
wheate \L could hardly bo heard wittuhollow: 
ps, -it:being|.s. place where fuch condemns 
6:to:death argzaſually ſecured, lnghis time 
p Org than, | $gynd Was lpgRt: to atempt 
5 
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1.8 L. Wy; "7 my 


The Shift Dadichteif, 
mpreleaſc;bur4ibin effctual 2 ThemwasiA 
:madse 'to' the! Kings: Beweh! Barr | 
Where 1 bhad+ four or five chargeable Habeas 
Corpus before the Cruel Goaler would dey to 
bring me-to the Barre. | 
\ "Upon this,,my afflicted ' wife was adviſcd 
(your honoured Father being ther L.' Chief 
Juktice) to beſeech your Worſhip, [to-view 
the Breviate of my Caſe, I being the-nextday 
t0 be brought before the Judges, bothqhe\and 
my ſelf were perfe& ſtrangers to.you'; yet-it 
aka God, upon your: hearing! our grie+ 
Vance, to aff: & your heart with ſuch &'mea: 
fure of Compaſſion, that you-undertook'the 
rin ran never ceaſcd cill-irwas compleated 
which in twoTerms.more'was brought about 

notwith{tanding the confiderable oppoſition 
and ſuggeſtions of ſome Inftraments" ro! the 
contrary, { but here it may be remembred as 
an Addition to the'habit'of Cruelty — 
that Priſon} | no ſparier was remanded ba 
by the Judgestill a corivenicnt day of hearing 
inthe Term following, but the Goaler w_ 
- me.into the; Common Room or Du 
where.I remaincd fortwenty dayes or : ei 
becauſe | coyld-not raiſe him ſeven pounds.ro: 
wards Chamber rentat tharinftant; 1! 15 
And though my uſage was hard, your!hos 
noured;.. Father, to the pride his:juld: ime» 
mory, g4v46;patient; heave way <GComs 
plaints ;fultoicntly - dif la09 , 
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The Epiltle Deditowr)- 
| ad commanding the Keeper for time tocomp 

> ir mightbe mended; alſo wilting metotnarre 
him -in- the ſame Court ::. and when Fold 
his Honour my mony: was” ſpent," he was 
pleaſed to reply, it ſhould be” done” ar thk 
Courts Charge, 1 only Proſecate, and" if it 
{hould happen till my Legal Releaſe I fliould 
die with fuch ill aſage, the Keeper ſhould be 
indited for his Lite. mn 
VVorthy Sir, while other Council took our 
mony and declined to ſpeak an{werable to the 
truſt repoſed inthem ; your ſelf, gratis, fto0d 
faithfully by me to the laſt. 
\ Pardon, Dear Sir, my being ſomthing tedi> 
pus-i1 this Repetition, which I the rather am 
boldin; that you might ſee the great ſlavery 
Godimade you the fole inftromentto deliver 
me from ; and that yourname and deeds may 
live freſh in the memory of me and mine, 
while time {ball endure with us'on'this fide 
the Grave. VVorthy-Str, this Impriſonmen 
coſt me above one hundred and thirty pounds, 
and-above fix Months Captivity in'that true} 
Goal, beſides the loſs of my ſhop, and'Traile 
which :1emained out of my | hatids for twh 
years:to-ſuch detriment Lam ſcarce! yet 'yec6s 


ments''and. Reftraints more, ſome' of them 
canliderably chargeable, yer your heart 
M 


L#L1 


os 


vered from: I have had nine or tenImpriſonls 


- 


ihe\Eprfih Dedicatory. 
xaiſcdof(God,?tobe my Friend withone. the 
Jeaft» merit; of imincy only His Mercy; atic 
0 Natare. 1119 £1 vm Df Ll 
ey me, Dear Sir, to' the remem 
| branceof:that never to be forgorteii farther 
AR of your kindnefs in-the' height of that 
' dreadful Plague upon poor London, while the 
Providence :of God afforded me for my ſelf; 
Wiſe and ſeveral ſmall Children , « lictle$* 
gas of reſpit, in a Village neer Darkin in'th 
nty.of Surrey: where, when whar littl 
moncy:L had, upon the foreſight of that' De 
luge coming upon Zondon, gathered rogetherf 
to maintain'us with bread,' was necr'ſpent /'a 
veſy black Cloud ſeized on me, and many uri-$9 
duc and unjuſt ſuggeſtions were laid 'againitF' 
me, by ſome cvil and buſie Inftruments of 'tif- 
chicf: thatbecauſe I was an _Ana-baptifh, a 
they are called, or Phanatique, I muſt therefore ® 
bc looked upon, as Jiſalſeded to the Govern 
ment. -So that though'the Cloud ſeemed toa- 
riſc out-ofthe North Countrey,yet uport fom 
poor innocent perſons in that County\and 
niy-ſelf, part of it muſt fall': ſoin ſhort, F was? 
ordered t0YVindſor 2 at this ftrait, money be- 
jng almoſt gone, and how long Gods hand 
mig ht remain upon Poor Londony wherehenceh 
] gat 'my bread, none buttheſame-God knew. 
Yet gol muſt; notwithſtanding all my p:e3* 
dings,and 4mportunity of many ſtrangers witu” 
tcars;that feemed to havo'pinty on my preſenl - 


calch.- 


The: EpiSile Diedientony.. 


S «11-PF reficRing! upow the Jad Providence by 
\caſon.of the Plapue, [that had fepuraredinns 
"Sand my family from our moſt native. babiratis 
pn, all-the favour] could obtain,-andithat a 
entleman of... his-| own good: (nature: gave 
Sledge. for, was, that upon my +parroll, if/L 
ould. ride {o carly..and late, as tobeutthe 
arter.an. #Vindſor-next morning bynine;eo 
Fncer the Guard, and 'my_ fellow Priſoners, lt 
hould then, 10joy the | privilidge 'of viding 
ithout Guard. :..this obtained,\ I ſpeedediow 
iq rncy, andileft halfe of that lictle money! 
Hy (which. was grown low)-with-my for-? 
'Fowful wife and Children for their relief; and 
+\.$ook.thercft. ro- buy. me bread in the Catthey/ 
here undoubtedly-I muſt- have lodged, -rith 
-f.Fuined,, had not God firred up Your: hearted" 
- compaſſion in the. way; for; coming late to: 
reffo#ers, where I was treated liker = nee 
- Kinſman than a -Priſoner:s yow no: ſoones! 


(card /my. ſtrait, butwith all chearfylneſs, asaf1 


ad bad ſaid verbally; Go with This poor many" 
"4! land by hivs in all bis Savebdea You! 
\\:Falled for bs Clcarkco-make ready againfd1 
& Sight.next morning all things'\convenicat: foro 
our paſſage to the: Garter at FViveſer, whichsi 
well remember, to.your perpetual honous be: 
poken, theſe. were ———_ :;2fr. Smith, 


| will ( with Gods hae) 20: withithes ;1 ard 


\Cleerk ſhall get three Horſes ready by: eight 
# the morning, 087 then (batt keep thy word; 
| jor 


bes EpriHE Defliratory.. 
fer. waimiy; onith aanth tuſe, be: there by nint 5 
and thet:6d the buar it! jermeth your engagement- 
lieth:zpon-gou'to perform 'This, your Noble- 
Promite, waz as truly/performed; and when 
we --arrived atthe Gerter, the Souldiers wait- 
ed: ready: for their Priſoner, then you were 
pleaſed to call for their Captain, and demand 
what accuſations was laid is rtiy charge, and: 
did immediateiy, upon your implicit belicf of 
my proteſted innocency; repair to the Honou- 
rableLordMvordant,then Conſtable ofrindſor; 
where, in your preſence I had 'my Examinati-: 
on, and toyour Glory be it ſpoken, you were 
plcaſcd frankly to offer your ſelf body for body, 
=_ co ingage/all you had'in the world on iny 


half : which I{hall fin nor'to remember and | 


repeat, although I can never requite. Utpon*+: 
which; was diſmiſſed,and to admiration of all* 


that knew what had bcen ſuggeſted, was {ce 
ſree:with chis-promiſe from his Honours own' 
outh,for ſuch wrong I'ſhould farc the better, 
while I remained'in the County. Thus hath 


your heart8& hands been rcady to do, & have | 


not-been wanting to lend-your Purfe upon any 
emergent occaſion: and'/your Houſe hathrbcen- 


: 
. 


as 2 .home toime and mine at all times: which 


I-ſhall-noticeaſe to pray God'Almighty-to re-". 


quite:to your ſelf and yours, for I never can. 


The Premiſles confidered, Dear Sir, do not 
think me rude tobe ſo bold, ſeeing Tcan done ' 
more-to perform a Debt, which in'our Jour-' 


ney 


he Eoidtl gy ratorys\ | 

ney to. #Xindle7 ,.' 1 did thea nimyegr re 
Gedi 0.pay» namely, tthaviwhenvever 
kis providence would pleale coropenardooe 
for-my. Repriming.and publiſhing :this Book," 
I woyldthen-with Geds: good: leave; vgive i@ 
brief account of os Mercies _—_ Wy on] 
in Dedication of it to your {elf ; and) if any, 
Os i poor, labours, are Sorry figs: 
truft, and, through. Grace know many have 
been in time paſt, whoſe affeRtionate- importu- 
nitics, . together with my Dcbt to your Wore 
ſhip, put, me upon the Rudy of many, Itruft, 
ulefor Additions , ;proper. to | the - decay- 
ing  &te.,of Chriſtianity in this, our Ge» 
neration,, as the wiſe. God , who firſt put 

me / upon. this, meditation, and. pleaſed of 
'W bis. . rich Grace.to give-me a word-.in ſea- 
Mſon,i not for the uſe of | ſuch as do think 

themſelves in a higher , Orb, but -ſor-them' 
that are mean in; their. own-ctecin, [I on- 

ly, and humbly recommend it. 

And now, Dear | Sir, I having: [had 
alwaics from my. firſt happy 'acqudins 
tance. with your ſelf, ſo large. a :ſhare of 
your .heart-layeg1am the more bold to: De-": 
CIO, 169u8 little, Book into. your hands -- 
reely acknowledging., if any -gain' profit / 
thereby, ncxtto God, the praiſe is/ yours, 
Bby . whoſe. continued favours, under -him; I 
hays. been, delivered | from  ſych Perils, as 

therwiſe, had. preſſed me down into a 

Dy J1- 


- .Fbus with my dutiful acknowledgment &f: $) 
your, 'manifold Favours, I do humbly and F| 
heaxt Y commit you, and all yours to the 
Mergiful Protection of Almighty God, bo- 
ſeeching him fo to multiply his Graces up- 
o3..you, that, you may ſe& many good''and 
happy daycs. 1n this life ,, and itherit ever- 
laking Blefledne(s in that which is to: come. 


So. yraycs 


49-5.  ! ' Tour Worſhips ever 0b 
_ liged, and "Thurtks 


From; Heart, and Ha- full Sarvh3h » | 
;biratjon, this 15 ,day ; $26 


no ef fe 1672" "" Franckis Suiithe 


PREPFibE $OP00400 
| 4 TQ : 
|-Every Judicious and Confiderats- 


READER, 


ChriſtianReader, 


" —O__— 


FIT T7 (a Ia! # WAS a of Nap weed | 
[7 inmng of the s Crone ta 
WM tbe 4 TT profeſſing 
[' Godlineſs,ro enter perſes Il Cle- 
BY || [cts, avd to ritirg into their oſt 
ll ſecret Chambers, there to by 
C/o) LY f  mune with chemſelves, and 
oY ſeriouſy ed narrowly 10 | 
| thei beartt,and try their way), whether they bi 
"Nl can abide the ftritkefs and ſevereſ# ſerging accords 
l to the balance of the Sawftnary, gud th G Tongh- 
fone of the Seriptures, and ( it way be ( a Fiery Trae . 
which i coming wpox all the World, to-try ther thas. 
dwell upon the Earth, Let theſe things þe ſerienſy fone 
Freda ſuch aday ai this is, whores ſuch s muſij- 
tnde of Profeſſors of all farts de abound, wha havg -. 
ojed ſo long & time of Peace and proſperity, which arg 
apt n theme e bues, thro! had carnal bearts, ta bull we- 
aft aſlee ke bed of ens Security, axdry 
ff a s piritugl pt arg the 
To avaken aud te Paoyly ong why fo thy 7 


f I 

& 1 ER Daticaivey.- 

F—Y let us call to mind our farmer dayer, when we were | 
firſt illuminated. how great a%eal a:d then piſſeſs us, 
what care, what dil:gence, that we might be found, ap-| 
wioMdof iorlunfuchs ef God, who! jadgeth the hearts, 
and tryeth therems ? It i the ſad complaint of diſcern- 
« go (1d is gleere 188 acauſel ba 
lamgurgb! decay and feceaſe of, Godbieſs, 
per edi ghee = Refer T his 
.amenticion,and it Thall'be for a Lamentacion, 

It dves therefore exceedingly concern all Chriſtian 
of what rank ſoever, ſeriouſly. 4 d5Heb and. e&ymine 
their own hearts, and to cry what have we done ! what 
T the watter / [arely.t the diſporfqrone that is upon 15 at 
rÞus a neo try ka to purge, and omake white, > 
ego 'wh which are ih hy might ge man | eſt, wh en 
th Nr ypatrite @ aid rÞn! prof e Dori that Cannot abide 
the tr hap: all Fab le and fall withe ſhame of theiy 
nals, neſs al T. Lge 'Our hot thainly fallen in thi 
laſt 4yes #9 ho ends of tht World are. come, 
- r— Hy Lord 1 bow ſelf, bath expreſlyfaxetold that inthe 
It ayes among, Ne ioiquity (hall abourd,,and 
tht fore of maby ſhall wax cald ; and that they the 
wiſe, Pi: TIAL as well as the Fooliſh cwilt-all [t 'umber Ard 
ſetp. Mit. 24.13; and 25. 1,23, 

' "Yo likewiſe the Apoſtle Paul, foretelling the evil of 
the laſt trees, ſets dawn a black flops of [ins that 
will, be found not among the prephang an ly 4s up all a 4 
but rh per ſos, having a forma Of eodlineſs, bu 
pying the power-thereof, 2 T 1ms,3. beginning, BY 

Formality ayd Security abounding among Profeſſor, 
I, the fin and gh of the laſk dayes. Av d herein me ma 
ſcern gray and hoary hairs, more thay here ard thert 
"Rev the head this old world: We are fa len into. 
e5149d dregi 0 time' ard,the "Warld ihe older it @'0W1, 
the worſe, declining now into its dotage, 


Þ 


Bleficd 
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R E A Di\ER) oT 
* '* Meffed is rhat Servant, rhatumfach a da3 463hi 
keeps bis Garment uvſported, aud þ15,Conſcience pg 
.ethled, that bath bis Lamp: burnivg,. ad ke Ligbe 
-fhiding, and hi7 Loyns gizded) andalnemes cxpeits 
\ard prepared for his Lords coming,. Bleſled, ig, char 
o_ whomhis'Lord-when.he comech. ſhall cnd 
\fo'dpive. Re {VA A Dd. A 
v++. Fhe deſionof thicenſuing Treatiſe (nbich..we, _ 
Commend unts thy ſcrion: peruſal rc (erfercbithy ſad 
eſtate of a Dying a»d Decaying* Chilling, hows 
the Sy mpromes;)Cauſys-ard Cures.of the Decay of 
Gcodlineſs; Togetherwith the fit a»d Means of 
the Crow? ar Titteaſe of GoUlingſs> Arthvumaiſt 
ſee in the Title au Froyu)piecd his Book, 
A Snbjelt certainly never more ſuitable and ſeaſon- 
abltthan arthi: day, when ar Godkneſs-1+-ſelf- in the 
wer and life of t ,itat ſo low an ebb, and grows 
ty bro thay ber, fnro @ ſexſtble-Deoiy and Corſon: - 
ptron, And therefore thiy'Porvermeds wot alin Coryiucn- 
ation bur a rreater than we wd\ bath Apoxchedithis 
Whoſe Wiſdome axd Author ity-we rnaſt adotey A Wor d 
TIS 07 $9428 inſcaſon, is tike1 Apples vf Gold 
59 Pifnres of SHYaP; 7 55 On 1g moe 10g 
For the Author, by that acounirtance wo bavenwith 
him we judge him-t#be an expmieneed\ Chreftian; \and 
one who hath made it his vnſineſs to diſcern the Signs of 
the Times, aniwwedonbt not but theifatonry Chriſtian, 
wy he through reading of his, Book, will judge +befupre 
WItD Hd, an" of ; 
| Reader, we (hall detain thee ye longer inthe Perth, 
euter the Houſe u ſelf ; Come and (ec whitther uFtr- 
form not mare than we ſpeak, _.. 1 
Naw the bleſſing of God 9 along pjith it, aud with 
thee tn the reaatn f it, ard be that, gives ſeed go the 
Sewer, and bleſſ, i the encreale thereof, grams unto #4 
” 2 | A 


To theJudiciofis, &c. 
 all-ohat we mayremember our firſt wayer, and daows fir 
-werks © and move abundantly ; that our laſt dayer may 
” 60 u7 biff dayer, and our laſt works may be. more ti 
onrfirſt ; that wemay be Trees of Rig hreowſneſs, of the 
- Lords own planting, that we may bring.forth moſt and 
-beſt freit in our old age, when all other Trees 4 4 jo 
jeild their encreaſe. In a word, that we may not be 
Want ing , nor too hig be, whey our Lord ſhall come ag ain 
46.Judgeevery*man according to his Works » Shall kb 


he dayly Proer of, 
* +» - Thy Servants for Chriſts ſake, _ . 
'*.... Henry, Jeſſey, Hemy Denne 


R , , a 


Y W—__—_— ' ? _—__ C ——_— 4 3. 
"To all thatarecalled to be Saints, 
Eſicialy my deer-re{ariow i» Yotkſhire Welt-Ri- 
* \ bog ; tegtther with muy brethren and Companions ih 
the Faith inthe Connty of Lincolo - Notthampton- 
'\:Fire, Buckinghaod (hire, Kept, Suſſex, ad Surrey, 
pith all that in every other place 64ll wer the Lord 
' \ Jefo# , and all: in and about the City of London, 
Grace and Peace be multiplied, JEL 


My dear fellow Travelers, 


Owever jt isgwith-you vow , as to Your 
- ſpicicpal Rate, I aro bold roafirm, thar 
the dayes of your firſt Eſpouſal , a$in 
themſelves . ſo 10 your own eflimation, 
v'ere yery happy and joyful dayes, and you fo fflj- 
A:d for your own former Miſ-doings, and ſo affeR+ 
ed with what gracious chavge, God throvgh his rich 
Grace 


STmmsdSa.Tcss © oISSadcd cc .@£©A pos to area carat lr Saf A £3.20. 
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: The Epiſtle Dedicator ye. 
Grace then made, thac with a!l your might you did 
willingly rebder vp your" ſelves'rs Chriſt" Jeſus for 
vut Saviour, avd with all free affection and | humy 
e_ ſubmidion'chole” hint, 'or- rachet claſed with 
Gods own Appoinemenr , thir. UHig his $or.ſhonld 
become your Kivg roRule you, your Prieftro make 
Art6tiemevt fot you, ad alfo your Prophee ro Teach 
3y00;" In a word your Alt in All : Tous avthe fighc 
a6d Tenfe bf what Six arid Saran had been, and what 
BOW © hrift Teſsr would be by way of change 3 your 
hearts were wonderfnlly caker vp wittadmicang this 
___ ; thar'wete not only. of +Gods preparing to 
Redeemyan fromibe higheſs wrath, bur to Redeem 
you to the higheſt Glory + | tear your hearts now thig 
change is nor ſo new, is unable ta expreſs what once 
(thavgh in che time you had leſs Knowledge) you 
could have reported of this maccer , the ſebfe of 
Wrath:then at Gods unfolding. yguc .condicion,, be- 
ing ſo.apperet: ,andrheneceſſicy of a Savieny , with» 
ovt.which.you muft periſh, being ſo 'wrgent , pur y'os 
vp01 thatrhoughtfulnels of beart,, whar to do that * 
you-mighc nor: Periſh , but be $ AVE D ,an4 filled 
your hearts and hands (© full of berter buſineſs, rhac 
Hnthand ; Wife , Children , Honſe , Land Trade ,avd 
whatſoever elſe tillcthen had been dear to you , now 
became Rtrange in your efrem; thos did you run 
welt, and of Chriſt Jeſus were known well, your frat 
being [meet to hug taſte , and love in each anſwered 
tve, with'fuch delighc, tha you conld ſay-wirh Da- 
vid, #hom have I''n Heavew but thee ? aud wheny. 1; 
Earth i» compariſon of thee ? Was nor vheh the lighe 
"4 his conneenance life ro yoo ,, and his Withdraw - 
inpe your death > nene- bur Ghriſt conldifaricfie you, 
eo be ralking wirk him, and whether heiginthe Gac- 
| +q 515, $0 ©: det 


+4 | The'Fy:ftle Dedicatory. 
dev; or Wilderneſs, or avy Solitary place;,:you muſt 
be with him ; nay; rather could you: not b/zed with 
him thay feaſf wichonr him ? rhns im nothipg mare 
happy thay wich your Beloved, wondring greacly-at BK 3 
thiggrear Grace, that in ſuch a copdrtian. ſhould 'fiod I 4, 
you , avdcoſuch a condition bring 'you :-look back, pl 
callto remembrance dayes paſty, was ic not thus with If & 
you, and a thouſand times more'y * h 
"But howis it now-you have-ſeen-ſome of the If ,, 
depth of ChtiftsTove ; 2nd bornthe hear of the day IN + 
in ſome meaſure» Do you love him yet, more and I ;; 
more ? Is, Prayer, Hearing, Reading; Weeping, Waty 6a 
ching, Faſting, Doing, Suffering, welcome ſftrll.? Dora Þ c: 
the Ptilſe of your Sonl cur this way: ſtronger and MN (- 
fironger ? The path of the juſt is a4 aſhunng light, that pt 
Prneth Mofe and More to the perfett day. Are ye ar 
ble coſpeak in truth this to b=-your (condition ? Ox 
do you grow weary ind'faintin your mud , thinking WI .. 
now Chriſt's way'tvs ftrair, his work too great ? Ific  ,, 
be comme ro'this; rhervir is a piece of che ſaddeſt news i , 
that ever came to thy-Sou! ; Yer God knows it is, vo DX 
new thing, but at evi too too Commonamong Pro- IN ». 
feflors, who like Iſract of old, thought Mfenne while wy 
new, moſt welcome, yet in ics continuance; .chough _ 
Gols 1»fitation, (which was a reaſon ſufficient why I + 
Ic lift ſhonld be welcome ) they {oath 3nd call it I ;; 
fight Bread ; thus were their goodnels like a mor- I 
niog cloudor eatly Yew that poflech away: In like F 
manner, New Tettament Churches , that had. fair f 
and flonciſhing beginnings . yer in eime , comes to : 
have down their heads, and grow feeble and faint in 
their mide. How had the Corinth-Church that (had 
been cheic Apoſtles glory and crown,hecome his ſor « 


 tewand grief; what bitter meſſages Goth God ſend 
eo 


w Ppiſthe Doki} 

cothbſtof onde] «9; io Aſa, Complainide thee 
they had fallenfor om thewt firſ# love's ce ireſine hay 
with no leſs then to nnchurch and ſpew ther or of 
ti&mouch ; ſich wild Grapes intiihie, 'o1d this ohce 
flomnhing Church bring forth'; md ie very cores: 
pl#ior of leremidh concerning Iſrael 13 them vetified; 
Chap. >. 21. Tet had I planted thet'# mbhle Vive Shofa 
ly, a right Seed ; how then art thaw tupred nts 4 Gy” 
nerate Plant, of a ſtrange Vine tone"? + 

My dear breathren;theſe are not the tythof che ſad 
io92nces thar might be alledged of ſuch argovcewete 
fair and govriſking, y=r1n contintance'of cimiets's 
ſad d-oree lefr their (tanding , and: ſb incurced Gods 
ſare Hiplexſure and ſeverity upon them'; all whictr 
ptemiſed, provesirſo far from beivg any of our hays 
pineſs to begin well. though at che rate' here mEttio® 
ned in oor Effouſal dayer, thareruly if will bur ptove 
an additinn to onr wnhappineſs , If we! (hall not” ##4 
well; fot better is the endof athing than the befinning 
All which notes aChric-ians tre 920d \, to confilt as 
in a fair beginning, fo both to hed on well, and'a- 
bove allto end well: Whar Chriſtian is he} that wilt 
not cremble cher» ro-confider borh Old and' new 
Teftamenr Chnrches , whar fair begipyings ' they 
mide, 'and yet whar-diſmal ends they'camne to; 
1s tle complains , Trees without fra, tivice deat) 


p/acked tp by the hore, 


The. good Lord help yon my Brethrety; "mid" my 
ſelf, eGl2y this thing ro hearc , that wich fear and 
trembling, we may work throvgh our Salvation and 
from firlt Tolul avid that damning fin of carnal [+1 
carity , thar God knowes. doth ron too mnch rock 
many Profeſſors in ont dayes into? _—_ As 


being once greemand flouciſhivg , ill rectiv'a 
* 4 cov 
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pipion of hereafter glory, though. grows a8 dryand 
ww lake big-trox, that Chat Jeſus would noc 
ſuffer col | aka 
Thus cophdring with my ſelf, and muſing in my 
mind what 2 frarfs/ thing ic would be for me 
you , that have had. ſuch like beginnings, and have 
made as greac pauis of a good concluſiop, te fall 
"0 the Daud) of the 1;21pg God, who will Grip us -a8 
naked of his Glory (if bece we are fourd wanting) 
48 ever we were born, unleſs the falling of former 
Churches prove ſo our admognuion, as he that ftand- 
eth takes beed leſt he fall; for which cauſe, I have 
boch for your bepefic and my ow, gathered toge- 
ther iv this new edirion forty Sympromes of Growing, 
and forty more of decazirg to godlineſe ; in the fir 
yon may (for preſenc) only read the Signrof growth; 
1 the ſecond, you may read both the Signs of De-+ 


tay to godlieſs , with the Cauſes and, Remedies, Þ 


which wick! Gode bleſſing (1 hutobly pray apd hope) 
may tend to your firevgrhning , if growing; or to 
your ſpeedy reducement, if declining : Read there- 
tore what vow by the help of the Lord is brought to 
your eye, wich much (eriouſoeſs , and while ye look 
pon the book, be ill refleiog boch vpon che beare 
and life, with chis kind of ſearching language ; Is my 
aſe thar,or 118 this) However your own opigions 
may be of Growth or decay, they age your Higheft 
Conctermnwwent entertaincherefore with allloye my pack 
yer affeionareDedicarion,re mermbring the Marriage 
of the Lamb drawtthnigh and bis Bride muſt make her 
ſaif ready: Be fore rhen you be nor fouud wirkour 
your Wedding Garment ; but imavine* your ſelves 
phe ery pext door to. Bring compaſled wich the wa- 
fafty of that day ; let the [hovghts of it Keep you 

p | _- Company), 
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, 10 Buy \ 'F Far mY _ ' "MF en 
in che a rpc. oy your Pl x e,” vs, owe 
God with inceflapt Prayers to fill your Souls dim 
falt of the living Worth of beredfter glory, and che 


able eight of 't+ edutrary'; chat to this great 

end theſe rmy' poor Labours; and fuch' 2s rheſe , ith 

the gtory-ofcheir perfeRion, may prepare you pod 

= moſt acceptable terass for future Glory ; ts therioe 
re'vf | 


Tour unworthy Brother in the din 


'> 


Concormments of the Goſpel, 
Francis Smith, 
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| Theſe following Meditations, were ſentme 


\ encloſed ina Letter from my Worthy - 
Friend C. I. 44. then Priſoner in 
mindſor Caſtles 


O”'* the Amthor of this book did know, + . 

phat comfarts from tt; to my ſoul did flow: 

He would be 1ncouradged, yetonce agen, 

To imbrage b4 ftudy, and to take bis Per. 

Ava write on my behalf,s Pſalm of praiſe, 

For me to maqgnifie God all my dayes x 

Dive providence, ſent mee't 1x an bouy, 

when Sathan be, was «ſing of bis power, 

And ſubtle miles my ſoul for to enſnare, _ ©. 

Carr ing me along, twixt hope and def; parr, | 

Perſvading of me that my caſe was good, + 
wh; 


which 1 beleiuedgtillthat 1 waderflood, = 
By what the Author-of this book matte out 
which put the caſe with me aut' of all doubt: 
That.chri Rt ians might from good #ftate decline 
They. ot Irving £0 principles dryme. | 
* From which my ſoul was warpt 6nd turu'd a fide 
Following of thoſe that prov'd anerring guides 
Sathan cambrea\rith my corrupted bears, 
Occaſion'd me from Gods wayes for to ſtart 4 

For want of watchfulneſs, I'de like t' have loft, 
My ſhar*ith price;'thar ſo dear did coft, 

My bleſſed Saviour ; even bis hearts blood, | 
Freely expos '4 to do his people good. { 
Aud now agar that 1 ſurh grace ſhould find, WF" 
That let ſuch grace, ſo ſlip out of my mind, 

As thave done; tet ine do ſonomore, SAY 
Oy gracious God, and Chriſty: $4Uiour, | 
Let me be alwaies firtalyon myaratch;, _ _. 
And nome ſyept,by binthst lies o'thcatch. 

O let my heart ng more 1th ben combine, 

But cauſe st cloſe with principles divine; _ 
Anddetmy labour now continutlly be \ 
Tviwacteon Chrsſfy and follow none but he, © 
O let the Author ofthis little book 

Rewarded be, forthe great patns he took. '. 
From mbich, my ſoul hath reaped'fo much good" - Il C 
Let grace from God , be grven'bim like a flood, 


- » 
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Thine, 'F" 
7ohn Maſon. 0 
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3 ONTENTS 


"0 0 > pig, Enke-warmneſs to ChrifianMeers 
ings an let co Chriſtian {poyling wich 
mice Cauſes afſiened of ſach decay 's which beitly 
pvolded, may ſerve as remedies again(}1s Rain, 
nd ſeveral uſefull obj<Aions and mn pe Pag. Tr: 
on, 
Chap. Shewing the Cauſes of wearyneſs rg colon 
eft Daties,as Fafting o,Pcaying,ſelf Examining, Hears 
vg reading, Oc. Provine ſuch under. great Decay to 
Godlineſswiththree Cauſes of (nchDeciencion,par3s 
Chap, 3, Biiefly (hewing the reaſons why we ace 
unwilling to hear the fame "Truth, often with. three 
Canes of this Decay, p.20, ſoo 
Chap. 4. Proving want of Hymiſity and Charity, 
cauſeth many to bs x dif (quier ro them(ſelves/and/ as 
thers, and leads chem ro'tind fanfe withrmarer, riian- 
ner or man, to che breach of pablick '/Charity, and 
Gratifying the Devil, p.'26, ſoon 
Chap. 5. Proving upon four falſe hotroms, we may 
thipk we know enough, with four marxes' to know 
when we are under this Decay, 2 £7 32.&c, 
Chap, . 6. Proving a neceſſity of frequent Ap» 
proches roche Lor ;ds Supper, and babitoal frame of 
hearr eyivg, the Auchor inviting, andehe Subjedt 
| inyiced 
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mvietdwe'6n1ght'ro come with and'chree Cavſey F 
of indifferency athgned, _ þ-37.&Ge, ff 
Chap."7. Proving decay to Godlineſs greac, when | 


heartleſsro Prayer, wich a deſcription of Prayers ne. | 
cefficy excellency lets and helps 19 16, petcicuters, | 


with four direRions as to the matiner of onr ap» 
proaches to God in this ſervice, and what we are co 
do3fter Prayer, ” - . P5441 So, 
- Chap.8. Proving negleR'to reading the holy Scrip» 
tnres, 'an Ivler ro fix Calamaries, alſo proving it a 
bieffed priviledge to have the Scriptures with a con- 
furacion' of thar Achilticall Stile, the people catied 
Quakers put upon this bleſied Booke, '- p.5 1.0, 


Chap. 9. Proving that an Icchipg Eare io Chritt- | 


zans after novelties, beſpeakes them injudicious, and 
ability to be their glory, with four direftions how 
we'may avoid Unconfiancy inthe Chriltian” Religi- 
OD; , _ Þþ. 61, Oe, 
Chap. 10, Proving our caſe bad, when others fin. 
wps are not out ſortowings with four Argamencs to 


provoke amendment, ' p. 69. & <> f 


Chap. 11, Shewing that noſavery talking among 
Chtitttaps whey they meer, proves them carnal with 
three carifes of this Decay with direQtion toask each 
ether ewelve queſtions when they meer, p.74.0c, 

Chap. 't2. Proving unpreparedoeſs ro heat 
the Wordof God, a fign of dying to Chriſt; with 
ehree forts of hipderances which muſt be laid a fide, 
and whacour works muſt be before hearing in b: a'- 
vp after hearing, ». 82.0 e, 

Chap. 13. Proving ſuch \nnder a bad ſpirir thac 
aſſemble mote forfear of Mans Eye then Gods Eye, 
with four marks of this ſpicit, and two Canſes of 
this Decay. p 88: &c, 

'Chap. 14. Shewing our fate dyibg,when we are 


mote troubled at the decay of our houſe then This 
houſe 


a ye; 


" 
+ 
, 


W 
| 
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bonſe, with four marks how we may, hnow. this 


"DOE py p.92. Tc. 

, Chap. 15. Callsfor weeping in ſome, when others 
of. Chbruig people with trouble ace Hogpng, PHY four 
dice&ions how to Pitcy, alſo four remedies againit 
this Decay, 2 1 + | Pp. 97-6. 
-»: Che, 16. Calls.ro greater reſpe.co Chrifis na 


* and Goſpel, ther co either body, eftate or life, wi 


caying Chciſtian , by his light. crov 
3 miſcarriages , rhovgh known to. Gods eye, while 


faurcauſes of 2 contrary ſpicir, þ. 103, 
. Cb.. 19. Proving. proyocations Bo warrantable 
ground.ro fp. avd ſeveral objeftions as to the der 
grees of apger, avſwered with chree cauſes of rwo 
much aptneſs upon provocations t& fin afſigned, 


14. 
Ch. 18, Proving thoſe Chriſtians alinofi dead 


that make it more their buſineſs co ger the foim., 


then power of Religion with its cauſes and remes 


| dies, Pp. 117, 


Ch. 19, Containing i it a Gefripton of. a de- 
e ac_ his. owp 


kept from mans eye, with two ſpecial cauſes of thig 
decay, þ. 119. 
Chs. 20. Shewing the heart very bad, when vn- 
der faylcs jt cannot bear wholeſome rebukes, wich 
three cauſes of this badneſs, alſo direQion far the 
Chriſtian admoniſher to cake fix neighbours al 
wich him, wich praQuical caution to the admoniſhes, 
. 
Cha, 2x. Provivg thatrich or poor pe thej | 
troubles, and whether more or leſs co be anſwerable 
in Prayer, wich a deſcription of the different kinds 
of trouble, and foar cauſes of ſpiritual decay ,. alſo 
{ome proficable objeRions anſwered, Po 135. 
Ghar, 22+ Containiog an aſſertion of the cavſes 


af . 
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of affiion, rs c<ar withovr great cauſe; ou 4 


7s hot wont to afli&t his p-ople, chough provoked ve- F 


ry vowilligly to exrrenmry , with four objetttobs , 


which ſeems to complain againſt this doftrine;; an 3 


Twered. * P, 146. b 


* "Cha. 23. Proving thoſe Chriſtians under- deep 
ley, char pray more in afflii&ion to haye it remo» 
\vedrchien ſarndtitied ; virk ſevetal cauſes of this de+ 


| 


" 


ay. p..16%\ | 


'Ch, Containing init fix Reaſons why Cheifitans 


'ooghc co humble chetnſelves by Faſting provingthoſe 


js er great Decay” that it cite of Calatniry; can 
nd'no neteffith for ie, ] 3098 1.-4 33 af260, 


FICH: 25, NE our Tenqrance of the Cauſes of | 


Gas, Rod'uponus or benefir byir with: chr&ernacks | 
To know when we are under this Dtcay and Reine* | 


dies apaintiir, © | 'Þ 165. 
a 1Eh; 26, $hewing where (in takes its beginning, 


and how by degrees” if barken too it Works Ryo, | 


wich fix ipecial marks how perſons (thovgh patden- 
= l may any when God will vulfer them rofall it- 
it a frefh, pe. 174. 


*2IEþ} 27, Shewing Satans way by which he gets in |F 


vt dayes,mpti advantage , vupot! Churches* and a 


dive difcdvery of the firſt riſe of the Ouakgrs prove 


Its tha the greir Lavo of Edffication is co be pre- 
erg i6 all Potttin, alſo Cantiors'to ſach as Live ort 
of #1 Chit way; 'and Direfinns: how Chri(tizns 
ace. to bchave theinſelyes , under Reſt from mm 
7109, 183 
Ch. 28. Shewine the neceffiry of hnmble wife? 
tip2'and confident depending opor the holy Spitirs 
belpinthe great work of Mormafication, infeven par- 
riculers, with tix crmaren: how ro ger and keep rhis 
Holy Spirit,” * | 'P.'193., 
Ch. 29, 
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Cha... 29- Treating of ſpiritual 3gnorapce , about 
onreverlalting condition, with five Scriptures teny 
ding.0 our. reducemem from carnal ſecurity, with 
chree ſpecial cauſes of this danurung decay, p, 204... 
...Cha. 30, Shewing the .miſcrable efiare. of fech 
as after long acquaincapce wihChualt, hath lefs love 
ro.him, with fix cauſes of rhis decay , $214 
| Cha, 31,'Setivg forth che $5545 ptpsls inperſers. 
zo. form to rhemſeives a deyouon y and |. fr 
thence promiſe chegnſelves life and happineſs, while 
they live unger ſome lips dominion, with fix marks 
of 2a night conviction of fin, and a right conver het 
from it, wick thercauſes alligned ,, why in-proceſs, 6 
time. fin becames leſs hatetul, | P4223 
_ Cha, 32.. Shewing the grear aptheſs.1n chiufliang 
robe leſs affeed with pray ſes for a.tribe of mexcies 
coming, ang.more affrighced to murmore for aticths 
ef. meccies goipg ; wich. foug.cauſcs of, chis decay; 
> 1635 iq 331 
 Cþa.. 33+. Demonfiracing what 2 ood, 6. 
time 15, how tobe redeemed, proving it Gads work 
to.give the.ſpace, Mans work-co make. the uſe, ſhew+ 
Ing alſo what a dreadful loſs the loſs ofrume 1s, with 
the cauſes and remedies, | Pa. 23.94 
; Cha, 34. Shewing the ſad eſtate of ſuch that rake 
more caie for a great Trade then a good, Heart , 
proving that righe. Religion, will be as catefpl co 
duties of the firſt Table as ſecond, with four marks 
of an outſide Profeſſor, with three cauſes of this de- 
Cay, wich ſome helpalſigned to keep alive our fit 
love heat towards Religion, - 24%, 
. Ch, 35. Seting forth the different ends ot labor, 
ſor temporal and crew bread, ard that our Callipg is 
nOEto take us off of ovr high calling, with three cau- 
les, why Care for neceſlaties,prevald beyond care for 
necellities, 
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Ch, 36, Proving ſolemn and ſertimes of medi. 
cation, one effencial co the beiog of chritttanicy, wich 
dire&ion op whar four objets we are to place onr 


medication, wich three blefled advantages, alfo a de- H 


{criptiop of right medication with directions , aboue 
che ficreſt crime and place for this excellent ſout 
entichivg work, :  P. 270, 

Ch. 37. Shewing chat inche trne beleif of Hes 


 wenand Hell refis the authority of Religion, arid 


whar cortering deaths many have choſen for heg- 
vens ſake, with three cauſes why ſome decay in this 
ſpicirval frame. .27T, 
' Cha, 38. Shewivg how prevalent to a Chriſt 
like coverſation , the crue thoughts of Heaven and 
Hell is ; demotirating how much rather che argu- 
mevr of Chrifts pasfion ought roobliege, Dialogue, 
wiſe explained by rwo deſpicable Priſoners , pitried 
by rwo ſtrangers, with three or foar helps asfigned 
for praQtical applica(zon, P-277. 
Cha, 39. Demonſtrating that in every man, 
thereis a Maſter fin which muſtbe killed, or ic will 
kill ; and how in proceſs of rime thig once loathed , 
may be agaiv fired ; with eighe fieps by which ir gra- 
dunally gers new admirrance, and four caufes afſigned 
of this decay, and aneceſfity afferred of our mortal 
enmity to all (in, p. 284, 
Cha. 40. Calling far Grave conſiderations 
when we accompany our neighbours ro the Grave 
alſo provieg Jearh rightly filed che King of Terrorg 
by chree arguments, and that its a ſad Symprome of 
decay in godliveſs , when the fighr of death is nor 
laidro heart, with three cauſes, and ſever ſhorg 
p:aRical Hivcs to a laſting recovery, p. 309, 
P[al . 


©" oo_— 


\ —- ® , —_ ” 2 A 4 
: - = ry A a > $a 4% $* 


W 
a, =, 


45 cM 


3. © 
£2 "1: 


Sienes of a Living or Growing Chriſtian. 
P{al. 92. 12, The Righteous ſhall flouriſh like a Palm- 
Tree, he ſhall grow like a Cedar in Lebavon. 
x» 7 Hin your chief delight is with the S azatsy efpecially 
them that excel in Virtue, Pſalm 16. 3. 
2, When the ſmitings of the Righteous are not a burtben 10 J0u, 
you can hear of your faults with affe (tionate attention, Vialm 14135» 
3, When 7eſws Chrift in the midſt of Temptation is mo: e 10 you 
then all the world, Phil. 3.8. | 
4. When Repioch ſor Chriſt makes 304 not aſhamed of Clift; 
Mark 8, 38. Heb, IT, 26-  Y 
5. When wanting Thoughts in time of Duty, frad leſs entertan« 
ment than formerly, eſal, 329.'22. 1 Cor. 13, 11, 
- 6. When length of ſtanding in the Profeſſion of Chriftianity, works 
increaſe of batrid to all Sin Pſal, 119 194.113, 
7 .#bent you carry about with you 4 conſt nt jealoufie over your own 
Heart, tha! it twrn not aſide f-om God and Goodneſs, Prov, 28. 14. 
8, Then every bnown new Meicy begets new Thankf#'neſs, and 
that with deligbt. Pal. 145. 1 | 
9. hm knows Calamity in Gods Houſe, begets deep ſorrow in 
your Heart. Neh, 1. 4. 

10. hen Gods affli ing you for your $51, makes you love Gol 
tbe bettcy. Pſal, 119. 75. 

i1. When the ſame care and travail you at fir(t laboured in to ger 
Cbrift,is as muchif not more laboured tn to beep Chriſt, Acb.6,11 1 2. 

12. When a feeling Senſe of. the Peace, aud Fd fication of the 
Churgh of God, lies (0 near your Heait, tht you Can prefer it above 
your chief concerns, Plal. 137, 6. Rom. 14-19. 2 Corr, 11, 9. 

13- Fhen under deep. Diſtreſs or Languiſhing, tbe wo 'd of Gol is 
preg.o:u to you, Pſ;l, 119 92. = 

14 W#hen anycoaditibn, thoughini's ſe! mean, as it comes from 
God, ig moſt welcom. Job 1, 24, Hab. 3. 19,18, 

15. When the peace of Ch iſts Houſe brgets chief Joy in your Heart 
Pſal. 122 7,8,9. 

16. When cbicf cire to avoid a'l Sin, is as truly occaſioned through 
fear of Diſhazourifh Grd, and incurring bi preſcas diſpleaſure, as 
Wrath to ceme, Neb, 5. 15 Gen. 39, 9. + 

17. hen the leaf apprebenſion of Gods withdrawing , makes you 
ſeek bim more earne(ily in ſuch ways wherein 2 will be found, Pſ.6 3.1 
18, When eve/y Company i burthenſom to you,that us nat deſignweg 
your FatbersGlory,but derogating there-from,O1.120.5, 2Pcr, 2.748. 

19. hen the Sins of others come [0 near your Reart,that you walk 
ſadly ts ſce ſ»ch Perſons tran ſgreſs GodsCommanaments,Pl.1r9.135 

wha 10, When 


$0, Wheat the [ gbt of your - A; grows more firong to your 
making judgment of Spiritual things according toGods word, Ep.1.18, 
21. ben bittcy things become {ſweet to you, as they ave ſquared by, 
and founded onthe W.1l of God, Mar, 26. 38. 39, AQs 21. 14, 

23, When the Path of the bum'le is ſo delightful, that you'd rather 
be with them,thas in vb: Tents of the ungod'y, As 20.19.'l. $4.10 

23.#h'n your pity is ſuch 'o periſhing people,that you cannot but we:p 
at the thoughts of thezr Rune, Luk. 19.41. Jer.g.1. Phil. 3.718,19. 

24. Wha Proſperity doth not with allowance lift yous up, nor Ads 
verſity immoderately caſt you down, Phil. 4. 11, 13. 

25. When your Reſolution tofollow God fully through all Difficul- 
ties, is ſtable, and Temptations to the contrary, tendg but to your 
firengtbentng, Aﬀts 20. 24. 

26, When the Yoak of Self-denyal as impoſed by Chriſt Zeſus,is 
not grievens, but pleaſant to Yow, Mar, 11.29,30, Mark 10. 28+ 

27. When you are ſo acquainted with youy Spiritual ſtanding,that you 
ge eafily apprebenſive of the leaſt fiep to Decay, 1 Theſ. 5, 4. 

2 $. #hen the force of the ReſuwrefFion and Fudeement to came, lies 
fo cloſe at you Heart that it makes you anſwer every Call of Chriſt, 
fo do or ſi ffer cheerfully, 2 Cor. 5.9, 10. ARs 24. 15, 16; 

29 When the hopeſul aſſurauce of a City to come,mahes yo; content= 
ed to be a iranger to your own, Heb.,11.9,10,123. 2 Cor. 4.17,18+ 

30. When increaſe of Time in Chrifts acquaintance, works increaſe 
of Delight in Communion with Chrift, Pſa. 93, 12, 13,14, * 

31. When in the walk of Faith you are more frequent, and leſs 
depend upon walking by Senſe, 2 Cor. 5. 7, Gal. 2. 20. 

32. When you are quicker ſighted at your wor part to ſcif-abaſing, 
than at your bei p yt to ſe!f- admiring, Gen, 32. ro. Eph. 3. 8, 

3 3.17ben the Majeſty of the great God, conſidering how viſible you 

are in: bs pebt,hith an awful prevailence upon your Heart, Job 31-4. 
34. When Conſcience is ſo tender, that every little diſobedient aft« 

$0, grates upox,o! grieves your Spirit, 2 Chro, 34, 39. Heb.1 3.18. 
35- Then you are at open war, and conftant Hoſtility with boſom- 

f", as diſpleafing to God, and ſg/dden by bis Law, Pſa. 18. 33+ 

36, When Hea/t-woih us of more worth than Rouſe-work ; \as your 
Sou! ts more precious, that your Temboral concerns, Ezra 7. 10. 

37. #hen for inward motions to any $14, you bave as truly Heart - 
ſorrow, as for the outward afts of any Sin, both being diſpleaſing to 
God, and forbidden by his word, Pſal. 119+ 113. 2 Cor. 10. 4s Fo 

8. ben you have 4 thiiſting care to get the powry of Godlin?(s in 
Jour Heart, rat berthe's the form of Godline/g in The Head,or autward 
Profeſſion, 2 Cor. 1, 12. ls . 

39. hea the worſhip of God agreable to bis Word, & bighly pri- 
ed, and faithfully praiſed in the worſt of rimes, Malf.cag.r6. 

40, When the Sou! is more bungry fawghe word of Gad then theBody 
# for temporalFood, Job 23-12Plal. 119,72, 162, - Signs 


$556560.000040088 
SIGNES 


OF A 
DYING or DECAYING 


CHRISTIAN: 


CHAP. I. 


Containing in it a Sign of Dying to Chrift; with three 

. Canſes of its coming, which being avojded, may 
ſerve as remedies again/t its ruine ; with profitable 
Objeftions anſwered. 


SIGNTE, 


Whew you are ſo indifferent to aſſemble, or frequent 
the Church of God, that you can come, or 
at your own pleaſure, cannot come, 


a7 is not only poſſible, but roo 
SD too common, for Chriſtians af.. 
P ter they have been ſometime 
WC converſant in the worſhip and 
y ſervice of Gods Houſe, to come 
T to this declining frame ot Spirit, 
having ſeen into ſome of the 
depth of that that at their firſk 
converſion, being mighty new, was mighty welcome , 
but proving more natural to them, becomes in ſome 
kind burthenſome; chen Satan, tha long waited for 
it, gets advantage uponthem, to diſpute the caſe _ 
them, 


wi 


them, Whether there is ſuch neceſſity of that la- 
bour and travail about their Religion, as they take; 
and by this meats 7eoboam-like, 1 King: 12, 27, 
238. When he would draw the hearts of //rae! aſide, 
tells them; it is too much to go up to Jeruſalem to 
worſhip, and ſo makes two Calves of Gold, and 
puts the one in Day and the other in Bethel, ſaying, 
Theſe be thy Goas O Iſrael, 

Now ſuch pretences of eaſe as theſe, takes preſent. 
ly with deceitful hearts, eſpecially when there is a 
ſhew of attaining the ſame end they looked for, with 
leſs coſt and charge; by this means the heart lets go 
thoſe powerful convictions wrought by the holy Spirit 
at his firſt caking poſſeſſion, which leads the mind out 
to make Religions getting and holding , a labour, 
work, or buſineſs, 

Now lets go its firſt unwearied diligence, and ſo 
takes in this Spirit of indifferency to aſſemble ; which 
plainly diſcovers, that now- but halfthe heart attends 
that Spiritual ſervice, in which the body is preſent; 
and indeed thus much ground by a Chriſtianloſt, gives 
ſuch a wound to his heavenly trade; that the ſavour 
and reliſh he had at his firſt beginning to run well, is 
now much departed, and ſo his appetite being with- 
drawn, makes his tomack loath or nautiate that food, 
* that once was ſavory and nouriſhing. 

Now what likelier way can be imagined, to hart 
and ſpoil a Chriſtians Communion with his God, and 
ſo by little and lictle, remove him from his ſpiritual 
trade ; then to poſſeſs his heart with ſuch kind of indi- 
flerency asehis, even a willing negligenceto aſſemble , 
and ſo eſtranging himſelf ro Chriſt Jcſas's Fold where 
ke is wont to feed his flock at noon-day, beinga 
ſtranger there, to the daily opportuniries of- ſpiritaal 
gain, mult needs looſe in ws ſpiricual crade, andeon- 


ſequently 


® GSliensof a Dying or decaying Chriftias, , 
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their unproficable dainties, 

Doth not experience ſpeak mournſully in this, and 
confeſs the field to be more then half loit, when that 
early zeal to Chriftian aſſemblings grows. low; and 
chough once remained greatly burthened at material 
hinderances, yer now is content with ſlight excuſes, 
ſeciog no ſuch neceſſity, as is by zealous perſons pres 
tended, and once by them believed, ſo often to aſſem- 
ble, and as by ſad experience ſome can witneſs, when 0= 
cthers have been delighefally caken up withGods publick 
worſhip ; they idling up and down, have found Satan 
not a little buſie ; nor his deſign a little taking, to 
prepare their ſpeedy ruine ; For as by often rubbing 
hand in hand, warmth is gocten,; or by ofcen uſirg 
working-tools ruſt is prevented , even ſoa frequent 
afſembling among Gods children, inclines and diſpo- 
ſeth the heart to good, and conſequently impairs ard 
lefſens the old mans hold ; being under that continual 
means, that renews and inclinesthe mind into a ſpirit» 
tnal likeneſs, to Chriſt its head ; and ſo13 wrought up 
to a ſpiritual complyance with every new. motion to 
good performances; ſaying with David, When thaw 
ſaidft, ſeek my face, my heart ſaid, thy face Lord will 
I ſeek, Pl. 27. 8. no ſooner faith God ; ſeek my 
face, but without delay Davids heart faith, chy face 
Lord will I ſeek ; 1 was glad whenthey ſaid, Come let 
#d go into the howſe of the Lord, Pal. 122,1. it was 
joy to David to fee Perſons fo mindful of their true 
g00d, as to be forward toaſſemble, 

All this premiſed, beſpeaks this indifferency to af- 
ſemble of a very bad tendency, plainly giving behold» 
ers 'to underſtand, that good things were not efteewed 
{o much as good by ſuch Perſons; as they was ſo efteens- 
ed ar new, we baye ſad inſtances of this kind of oy 
B'3 ty 
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ſequently be affefted with new lovers, and luſt after 
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4 Signsof « Dying or decaying Chriftias, 


tual decay, in J/-ae/ of old, Nam. 11. 4,5, 6. The 
mixt multitnde that was among them, fell a luſting, 
and ſaid, who ſhall give uu Yr to eat ? we remember 
the fiſh which we did eat in Egypt freely ; the cucnms- 
bers, and the melons, and the leths, and the onyons ;, 


but now our ſouls is dryed away, there ts nothing at all 


beſides thu Manna before our eyes, So Chap. 2. 5, 
And the people Sake againſt God, and againſt Moles, 
ſaying, Wherefore have ye brought ua out of Egypt to 
dye in this Wilderneſs > For there ts no bread, neither 
any water ;, aud our ſouls loath thi light bread. 

Here Gods own i»ſtit#tion, that once was welcome 
to them, and being new, they was mighty eager after 
it, infomuch that they could diſpence with breaking a 
law, to gather it as Exod, 16, at large proves ; 
where we read of its firſt inſtitution : this Manna that 
the Holy Ghoſt, P/al. 78. 25. calls Angels food : 
they now loath, and call light bread; this Manga 
though Gods own appointment, that fed them tothe 
fall,, and was to continue with chem till they come to 
eat the old cornin the Land of promiſe, ofh, 5. 12. 
yet this they /oathunder its conſtant injoymenc, and 
wiſh for Egypts food again, 

How zealous were perſons in this age, twenty or 
thirty years ago, when truth begun more clearly to 
break forth ? no coſt or early pains mattered , happy 
were they that could come ſooneſt , then were aſfem- 
blies cronded, good menincouraped to labour, Gods 
name delightfully worſhipped , infomnuch, that with- 
Out wrong one might ſay, ſince ſuch days the King- 
dom of Heaven have ſuffered violence, and the violent 
fake it by fore, 

Is God's hand ſhortned, that ſuch workings of heart 
are not now as was then ? Is notnow aſſembliesthin, 
performances ſoa, ſeldow and [atr? Is it _ 
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Signs of 4 Dying or decaying Chriſtian, 5 
God is a Wilderneſs to his people ? Is it not becauſe 
they /wrfeit under fulneſs? Doth not many run too 
and fro, that knowledge is increaſed, and ſons and 
daughters proph«fie > How then may this ſerve to re« 
buke that flochful Spirit in any, that are careleſs to 
aſſemble, and calls on chem co bereſileſs with God, 
till they are again reſtored co ſuch a Spirir of 22a/, as 
they had in the days of their firſt Eſpouſal , /akewwarns- 
»e{s here, being that 5n{cr-fin, to ſpiritual ſpoiling 3 
diſappointing God of gracious opportunities to inrich 
them. and thorow this negleRance, offers daring cc- 
cafon tothe Devil co tempt chem ; Doth nor the ho. 
ly Apoſtle, Row. 10. 14, 15. plainly imply an im» 
poſſibility of believing in him, of whom they have 
not heard ? And how (hall they hear, faith he, without 
4 Preacher, as it ts written ? how beautiful are the 
feet of them that preach the Goſpel of peace , and 
bring glad tidings of good things? doth not this 
ſaying, in ſo many wordsdeclarethe reaſon of periſh- 
ing, to be want of knowledge ? Hol, 4. 6 And the 
cauſe of ignorance, the want of preaching : How doth 
this then commend Gods high approbation of afſem- 
bling, it being the proper ſeaſon for preaching. Then 
they that feared the Lord, fpake often one to anether, 
and the Lord heard it , and a book of remembrance was 
written before him, for them that feared the Loyd, 
and thought upon his name : In anevil time when ma- 
ny. grew weary; and ſaid, it isa vain thing to ſerye 
the Lord, and what profit is it that we have kept his 
ordinances, and walked mournfully before him ; then 
ſuch as met often, were highly eſteemed of in Gods 
account 
Alas! Alas! Is not preaching, though accompani« 
ed with never ſo « uch inward and outward pains- 
taking, then matter of ſcorn to ſtanders by who live 
B 4 vaitte 
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Signs of 4 Dying or decaying Chriſtian. 
vainly , alſo grateful to the Devil our grand adverſary» 
when few attend it, and of choſe, molt part flat, low, 
i1difÞoſed, and weary, having little ſpiritual life or 
vigor in them ,, on whom common cuſtom to aſſem- 
ble, bath eaten out the ſpiritual reliſh thac ſhould be 
in them : but I ſhall cloſe this with Gods counſel, 
Heb. 10. 24, 25. Let ua conſider one another, to pro- 
voke mnto love, and good Works, Not forſaking the 
a(ſembling of our ſelves together, as the manner of ſome 
i: but exhortins one another, and ſo much the more, 
as we may {ee the day approching. For if we ſin wil- 
fully after that we have received the knowledge of the 
truth, there remaineth no more ſacri/ice for in. Doth 
not this diſmal concluſion, - v, 26. proffer it ſelf, as 
the moſt probable end of ſuch as ceaſe to aſſemble, 
and makes way for cheir fearful and inevitably raine ? 
ſhall any dare then to contentthemſelyes with light 
excuſes, to hinder their aſſembling, and not rather 
provoke and exhort one another to ſo gaod a 
work ? 

But I ſtall conclude this firſt Sign of dying to 
Chriſt, with offering briefly three Remedies how it 
may be remoyed, where begun, or przyented, where 
like to come, | 

Firſt, conſider and lay to heart , That to aſſemble 
1s a very weighty duty, and requires all your heart, 
Tſa. 55. 3« Encline your tar and come unto me; Hear, 
aud your ſouls ſhall live ; ſee Prov.8. 34, 33. Bleſſed 
# th: man that heareth me, watching dayly at my gates, 
Waiting at the poſts of my doors : for whoſo findeth me, 
pnaeth life, and ſhalt obtain favour of the Lord Plain- 
ly noting, that diligent hearkning, which cannot be 
without aſſembling, is the way tolife , therefore not 
to, be ſlightly looked ar, As 3. 23. Every ſoul 
that Will not hear this Prophet, ſhall be cut off from as 
mongſt the People, Wh + Per- 
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Perſons may think ita light ching to forbear hear- 
ing and an offence only co the aſſembly , but God will 
count it a deſpiſing him, and the means he hath or. 
dained ; The ( hildren of Ephraim being armed, and 
carrying bows, turned back in the day of Battel : they 
hept not Gods Covenant, but refuſed to walk in his Law: 
therefore the Lord heard this ,, and a fire was kinaled in 
his wrath againſt Jacob ; For their hearts was not right 
With God. 

Lec us take heed therefore, that we refuſe not him 
that ſpake from Heaven ; but as we mult conſider, 
that it is a weighty duty to aſſemble, ſo itrequires that 
we come with all our hearts; this God callsfor, and 
where it is wancing, performances will not be accep- 
table; This people draw nigh me with their months, 
and himony me with (heir lips but their heart u far 
from me. Iſa, 29. 13. itis Gods complaint by 7 ere- 
miah, Fndah hath not turned to me with her whole 
heart, but fainedly; with a heart, and a heart, a 
heart as much a contrary way, as that way ; they 
were indifferent, as willing not to turn as to turn, 
this makes offerings to be abhorred, the contrary by 
Chriſtians muſt be made at, Fleſſedare they that ſeek 
hin with their whole heart, Plal. 119. 25. Leſs then 
the whole heart begets jarring, prevents harmony, 
hinders the fpiricual building, 

2. A ſecond Remedy is to conſider, that it is not 
poſſible to prevent this ſpirit of indifferency, burby 
continuing as induſtruousto keep what ye have gained, 
as you were to get it, the prayers, the tears; the 


ſearchings of heart, the attentive hearing, and fre- 


quent aſſemblings, that you in order to your irſt 


' Eſpouſal did diligently follow, you muſt ſlill ho'd on 


inz that you may keep and increaſe the ſame, for the 
promiſes run in no other channel, Prov. 2, 4. If 
; thou 
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thow ſeek for wiſdom as for felver, and ſearch for it as 


for bid treaſure : Then ſbalt thou underſtand the fear of | 
the Lord, and find the knoWledge of God, Hol. 6.3, © 
T hen ſhall ve know, if we follow on to know the Lord, ® 
his going forth is prepared as the morning ; and be ſhall 


come tows as the rain ; the latter and former rain unto | 


the earth. God will be to ſuch as follow on to know 
him in bis way, as che former and latter rain is to the 


earth, which without it is dry and barren, bur being ; 


refreſhed therewich, proves green and fruitful, 


Now alas, perſons when once they are gotten into F 


Chriſt's Fold, think thelr work well nigh done , but 


God knows it is but then begun, their Labour before 
was but to come into the vineyard, and there[am | 
ſuretbey muſt not tezd'e ; they are put there to Work, if 


to be lights to others, and ſhew forth Chriſts virtues, 


and there God will prune them, dreſs them, water 


them, but it is that they may be fraitfsl, elſe they 
muſt be plucked up as cumberers of the ground , do 
not therefore think your work is now neer done, far 
you are but now begun, you are now entred into the 
War ; liſted under your Captain Chriſt Jeſus, and 
muſt till death, continue fighting, ſtriving, and over- 
coming, that at laſt you may overcome : therefore if 
youread, prayed, faſted, watched, weeped, aſſembled 
much before, now do it mwch more, 2 Cor. 5, we 


labour, ( or made a buſines of it ) tobe accepted of | 


God, and ſaith the holy Apoſtle St Peter, writing to 
them which had obtained like precious faith, through 
the righteouſneſs of God and Jeſus Chriſt our Saviour; 
and had eſcrped the corruption that is inthe world 
through luſt, exhorts them, eo give all diligence ro 
4dd to their faith, virtue, and to virtue knowledge, 
and to knowledge temprrance, and to temperance pats- 
ence, and to patience godlineſs, and to godlineſs brother- 


ly 


Siens of a Dying or decaying Chriſtian, 9 
ly kindneſs, and to brotberly kindneſs love ,, for if theſe 
things be in you and abound, they make you neither bar- 


* ren nor unfruit{ul : But if they lack theſe things, they 
= are blind, and camot ſee afar off, but have forgotten 
* they Was purged from their old fins, 2 Pet. 1,2. One 
'* would think chat perſons that had gone thus far, asto 
obtain like precious faith with Gods eleR, ard were 


purged from their old firs, having eſcaped ( or were 
eſcaping ) the corruption that is in the world through 
laſt, might have well nigh done their work, yet the 
holy Ghoſt here ſhews them , that now their work is 
bur begun ; and faith, they muſt give all diligence ; 
ſo faint Pail to the Philippians. Chap. 2. 12- My 
brethren, as you have alwvaies obeyed, beth in my pre- 
ſence, and abſence ; work out your own ſalvation with 
fear and trembling, from all this we may learn, 
that its not beingidlein Chriſts Vineyard, if ic coſt us 
much diligence to get in, it mult coſt us much mo2e 
tokep in : ſo I ſhall conclude this ſecond Remedy 
with the holy Ghoſts counſel to the Church of the 
Hebrews, Chap. 6. 11, 12, And we deſire that every 
one'of yow ( mark it well) doſ/ew the ſame viltgence 
to the full aſſurance of hope to the end, that you be not 
floathful, 6#r followers of them, who through faith 


| and patience inherit the promiſes. , 


Thirdly, a third Remedy may be this, that you 
would humbly and conſtantly endeavour to profic 
ſomething in every aſſembly, make it your care to be 
ſtill doing or getting good ; then you are about your 
days-work, content not your ſelyes to come together 
from day to day, and waitunder the miniſtry, poi 
away without gain} but come to the aſſembly with 
ſenfibility of many things you yet want ; this will 
quicken your zeal, ripen your expeRation, and pre. 
pare wy for God that delights to be rich ingiving, 'to 
gve you rich/y, You 
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You will profit little, though you want neverſo 
much, if you are little ſenſible of your wants; and 
God will give youlittle becauſe you will be but capable 
to improve little, for wherethe ſenſe of wantis low, 
there rhe Pulſe God-ward will beat Faintly ; and no- 
thing more doth occaſion this indifferency to aſſemble, 
then ſeeing it amount to little in the profit and advan- 
tape to perſons that are frequent in attending, it makes 
- them count, better ſtay at home, than be never the 
better for their meeting cogether, al, 3.14, Tow 
have ſaid it ts a wain thing to ſerve the Lord , and 
what profit i it that we have kept his ordinances, and 
Walked wournfally before the Lord of Hoſts : They 
went nor ſurely the cight way to expe profit, nor 
had their eye upon right profit ; but ſomethjog they 
did propoſe to themſelyes in coming that they got nor, 
and ſo cries out, it is in yain to ſerve him ; it is even 
thus among profeſſors, Now, if they ſee meetings 
come to little, though the fault be only in themſelyes, 
it tends to make them think lightly of aſſembling , 
Who is there among you, ſaith God ; Mal. 1. 10 that 
Would fout the doors for naught, or kindle a fire on my 
Altar for naught ; he that ploweth , ploweth in hope 
and he that ſoweth, ſoweth in hope , that is, perſons 
that do work, expe and count upon fruit therefrom , 
they will not do it for nothing, and indeed it is but 
reaſonable, he that plants a yineyard ſhould drink of the 
wine thereof, great layings out, preparing the heart for 
expectations of great returns, and when perſons dolay 
out,and count upon anſwerable returns ; as they righ. 
tcouſly may, 'God being pleaſed they ſhould, and this 
coming to paſs tends much to theisencouragement, 
Objef., But ſome may ſay,I have gone ( long to the 

aſſemblies,and gone on purpoſe ſenſible of many wants 
and haye counted upon to profit, ( as here you — 
me 
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me ) yet for all this I am ready to grow weary, for I 
fee it come to little, [ am ſtill ſhallow.in my ander- 
Randing, and weak in my memory, 

Anſw. 1 ſhall anſwer this objetion two ways : 
firſt, by praying you to enquire, whether that little 
you do know and havelearned, you do put intopra- 
Qice ; What can ingage God more to teach you to 
know more, then walking up to what you do know ? 
Oh thox that art named the houſe of Jacob , s« the ſþi» 
Hit of the Lord ſtraitned, are theſe his deings? Doth 
not my wozds v0 good co them that walk upzightly, 
Mica. 2. 7. ſee to it, whether you live not much 
ſhore of what you do kndw, andif you hind you do, 
as ſome ſuch defe&t muſt needs be the canſe why you 
profit (o little, then you will ſee great reaſon God 
ſhould not cruſt you with five Talents, ſeeing youim- 
proye not two, 

But ſecondly, ſeeing you do profit little, 35e trou* 
bled mnch, ler it be your burthen , while perſons in 
aſſembling gain butliccle, and are but little croubled, 
they are nor like to have their condition much mend- 
ed : To come often and profit little, is very ſad ; but 
to be wnſen{ible of ones wants is mich ſadder : Where- 
as on the contrary, to be in want,” and ſo ſenſible of 
ones want, that they go burthened up and down, is 
the belt way to get remedy ; when o/eph was in atfli- 
Rion, ſome that were concerned to bear part of his 
burthen, were ſo unſenſible, that God complains a. 
gainſt them, Amos 6.6. They were not grieved at the 
affiift;on of Joſeph, they were ſo far trom eaſing 
"him, or freeing themſelves from provoking of God 
to bring them into ſuch like trouble, that they were 
not ſo much as grieved ; had no burthen upon them, 
were therefore fic matter to be indeed deſcrvedly 
brought themſclves into the like condition; a moſt 
remark- 
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remarkable and profitable example , if heeded by 
by Chriſtians, we have to this very purpoſe, in D«- 
nie! that holy man, Chap. 9. v. 2. whenhe under- 
ſtands by reading, chat there were a number of years 
for Jer»/alems captivity, how was be burthened that 
he might knew it, is evident, if you read but what 
he did, v. 3. 1 ſet my face to ſech the LirdGod by 
prayer and ſupplication;, with fafting, and ſach-cloth 
and aſhes; behold here a gracious pattern for Chriſti. 
ans, that want to know great things from God, Daniel 
ſets his face unto the Lord, with ſuch qualifications at- 
trending this performance, as though Darie/ would be 
contenc with no denial , ſ& Chap, 10.2, 3. A thing 
Was revealed to Daniel, but the time appointed Was long ; 
In thoſe days, 1 Daniel was mourning three full weeks ; 
I eat no pleaſant bread, neither came fleſh, nor wine in 
my month, till three Whole week, were fulfilled ; That 
fuch manner of burthen and trouble as this, atthe 
ſenſe of ones ignorance, is not only the way to get 
profit, but indeed a moſt acceptable way with God, - 
and (o liked as to ſpeed preſently. | 

Let us ſee then what is writtenin Dan, g. 23. Ar 
the YBegtuning of thy [npplication, ( mark char ) 
the Commanament came forth, and 1 tm come to ſhew 
thee ; therefore underſtand the matter, and conſider the 
viſion, Had not Daniels Supplications, Faſting, 
Sack-c!oth and Aſhes, proved a prevailing cauſe wich 
God, to ſend an Angel to make him underſtand , 
Wherefore ſerves this thus written ? Ar the begin- 
ning of thy Supplication; ſo Chas. 10. 12. An An- 
gel faid ina viſion, Fear not Daniel, toz trom zhe firſt 
day that thou didſt ſer thy heart to underfland, and 
haſten thy ſoul before thy God ,, thy words were heard, 
and [| am come forth becauſe of thy words. Doth not 
al this call upon Chriſtians to do three things. . 
Firſt, 


Signs of a Dying or Decaying Chrifllan, 13 

Firſt , to get a mighty ſenſe of their ignorance, 
which is the grand cauſe they do not profit. 

Secondly, to be greatly burthened that it is ſo with 
them. 

Thirdly, to ſet their faces cowards the Lord God 
by prayer and ſupplication, without —_— both co 
be and to abide otherwiſe : Is not the Prophet Dawiels 
Wrifing for our learning, and to encourage us to take 
the ſame courſe ? God ſorely diſlikes the contrary, 
Iſa. 32. 9. Riſe up ye women that are at eaſe, ( not 
troubled or hurthened ) hear my woyce ye careleſs 
Danghters, and be troubled: Thus much may ſerve to 
inform a willing mind, how to get from under the 
power of this Dying Sign of indifferency to Aſſemble, 
and ſopaſs to the ſecond. 


CHAP. IQ. 


Containing three Canſes of wearineſs to ſpiritual Wor- 
ſhip, and the principal Reaſons thereof. 


SIGN IT, 


Hen in your ſolemneſt Worſhip, you are 
quickly weary without warrantable cauſe. 

It is poſſible to come to tbis paſs,, at but a ſeeming 
occaſion, and perſons create ſome kind of pretence 
why they are weary ; if it happen that at ſome time 
they are not ſo particularly and perſonally concerned, 
in that part of Gods Worſhip, where they are pre- 
ſent , It fo falling out, that the matter Godis intrear- 
ed about, : they are nor ſo at want in, or what is preach- 
ed, they to ſome conſiderable degree areinformed 
In already : This may fall out in numerous Congrega- 
rions, where different conditions, miniſters differenc 
occaſions 
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occaſions as to the manner of carrying on Gods 
Worſhip; and though at ſuch a time for a growing 
Chriſtian, there is no room to be weary, he being as 
well delighted occaſionally to hear, or pray over a- 
gain whac he knows, as heis to hear what he knows 
not: jn the one he takes occaſion to praiſe for what 


was ; in the other, to praiſe for what is; yet decli-. 


ning perſons will in ſucha caſe as this, when ch are 
not lo nearly concerned,take advantage not only to be 
weary,but from hence plead their jultification ſo to be, 

But chis Sign ſpeaks to perſons under a further con. 
ſideration , ſuch as in their ſolemneſt Worſhip are 
quickly weary in their moſt intimate, private, Perſo- 
nal, Cloſet performances, retired from company, and 
ſet to the moſt intimate Worſhip 0! God, in faſting, 
praying, ſelf-examining, and the like , yea, from a 
ſenſe of mighty Need drawn to this, and yet quickly 
weary, muſt needs argue them deep in this decay , 
and that in ſuch thereis a very ſtrong combate, who 
ſhall now gain the field, they being a weary in their 
ſolemneſt Wotſhip ; Ic is evident hence, that the ene- 
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my hath got more than ordinary adyantage, and | 


| ſtrikes now at the yery Root of their Relzg:0n, aiming 


at once as it were, to make aſpeedy end; and puts 


ſuch Chriſtians, inſtead of Worſhiping Faintly, to 
ceaſe Worſhipping at all, its high time therefore ar 


the firſt ſighe of ſuch declining, which in our days is {#- 


not the portion of a few ; for ſurely, ſwrely, many 
there are in Charches, that in their ſolemneſt Worſhip 
are quickly weary; I fay again, its bigh time that 
thoſe that find the caſe thus with them, do even like 
the Ninevitesat the preaching of Jonah; They believ- 
ed God, proclaimed a faſt from the greateſt to the leaſt, 
Jonal#';, 5. Even ſolet ſuch go to their knees, humble 
themſelves, and cry mightily that they periſh not; 
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A barren heart to Cloſet-work, hath Joſt the prin- 
ciple part of a Goſpel Spirit, the Rings Daughters 
chiefeſt glory being within, although her Clothing 
be of wrought gold : Outward ſervices demonſtrate 
our Religion to men, ir is Cloſet ſervices demonſtrate 
it to God : he looks not as man looks, for man looks 


- . at the outward appearance, but he at the heart : and 


indeed this is not onely a Chriſtians gteareſt duty, buc 
his higheſt Priviledge , it alone ſetting the ſeal in his 
ſpiric to the truth of his Profeſſion ; when he can in 
ſecret appeal, and approve his heart co God-ward, 
that though no eye belides Gods eye ſee him, yet can 
truly fay with che good Prophet 1/aiah 26. 8. with 


my ſoul have I defired thee in the night, yea with my 
{pirit within me will I ſeek thee early. When Paxl 


and Silas were ſhut up in the innermoſt Priſon from 
all the viſible Society of Saints, they prayed and 
ſang Praiſes unto God , though their feet were made 
faſt in the Stocks, yer now molt at liberty with their 
ſpirits, while leaſt at liberty with their bodies, vere- 
fying the true Proverb, When 1 am moſt alone, then [ 
am leaſt alone. A Chriſtian, if with God in Cloſer: 
work, though in a Wilderneſs, far from any other 
eye, hath moſt company then, and meat to eat that 
others know not of. Solemn Publick Worſhip in the 
Congregation of Chriſtians is an eſpecial duty , then 
they that fear the Lord, fpake often one to another ; 
but woe will be to this, if alone, that that will put a 
Crown upon the head of this, is the having the like 
frame and heart warmth in private perſonal Cloſet pets 
formances, he that is aStranger here, bis Palace will be 
a Dungeon, whilſt a Dungeon is a Palace to that ſoul 
thac can entertain heart-entercourſe with God in ſe- 


' cret places. Let me ask you Chriſtians, and beg you 
* ask your hearts; Are you as often as is paſlible in pub- 
; C 


lick 
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' lick ſolemn Worſhip, . and not uſually there weary ; 
but ate you much oftner in Cloſet Worſhip, and there 
delight to be often : Can you goe burdened with 
trouble, , powring out your ſouls to God in complaint 
into your Cloſets, and come forth like Ape renewed : 
When and how often have you experienced that bleſ- 
ſed word Jſaiab 40.29. He giveth power to the faint, 
and: ts them that have no might he encrea/eth ſtrength? 
If this in truth be your {tate you are not under the 
pewer of this dying ſign, O how many Profeſſors 
are there now in England, it is to be feared that are 
great ſtrangers in Cloſet Worſhip, not onely in that 
ſolemn part of Gods ſervice, quickly weary, but are 
gone further back to-Egypr, ſeldom or not at all in 
chat worſhip, letthis be matter of lamentation, for it.. 
will end in defolation. Now the Cauſes of this Decay 
feem to be theſe three, 

I. Seli conceitedneſs that we know enough, 

2. Luke-warmneſs in our Religion. 

3. Unaprneſs to perſonal Duties, which being heed- 
ed may ſerve as helps to remove this decay where be- 
Sun, or preyent where like to- come. 

I. Selt-conceitedneſs that we know enough , now 
this comes to paſs cither, 

1. Through Ignorance of what we ought to know, 
or, 

2. I hrough Careleſneſs to put into practice what 
we do know. | 

1. Through ignorance of what we ought to know ; 
a man may be very tall in knowledge in his own 
opinion, and at the ſame time a very Novice in know- 
ledg : a large notion in the brain, anda little dep:h 
in the underſtanding, it is very evident to the expe- 
rience of many Chriſtians, that a great part of. our 
time and ſtudy may be, and hath been ſpent in feed- 

2. ing 
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ing upon Aſhes in geting a more, retnote knowledp of 
chin > whik a more erin eſſential or 
not been our ſtudy. Now this is a grand Evgine ofthe 
Devil to teach us to fill up all the ſpaces of .our time 
with matters leſs material, and to ſtudy all the Mathe- 
maticks, and be able to give an account of the nature 
and vertue of many Vepetables, while a ſtranger to the 
chief part of knowledg , Noſce teipſum, or know thy 
ſelf. Alas what will it avail us tobe able to tell all the 
diſeaſes of our Neighbours body, and cannot cell one 
diſeaſe of our own heart : what book can we better 
{ſtudy than the BOOK OF SELF, there we may 
read all our natural frailties, and all our ſinful defor- 
mities ; yea, know by this ſtudy, how often we have 
been fick in Perſon, and how much oftener ſick ia afZ;- 
ox : What more hard than to know our ſelves, and 
what more eaſie than to deceive our ſelves : Did we 
but {tudy the frailry of our lives, and the frailties of 
our manners at beſt whilſt we live, we fhould live 
much more like thoſe that know their foundation is 
in the 4 4 at their beſt ſtate altogether Yanizy , 
their life but a ſpan, a Weavers ſhuttle, a hands 
breadth, a vapour, a nothing, till the ReſurreRion. 
Now ignorance in theſe chiet concerns makes us ſo 
ſoon weary in our moſt ſolemn Worſhip, we little 
conſider to day at Prayer, to morrow at the Grave , 
Ignorance of our frail {tate makes us little prepare for 
our immortal ſtate, Did the Daughters of Sion, 1/aiah 
3.16, thatare baughty, and walk with ſtrerched-out 
necks, and wanton eyes, walking and mincing as they 
goe,. and making a tinkling with their feet, but ſtu- 
dy ſelf knowledg, that they carry up and down with 
chem (even while they walk with ſtrerched-out necks 
and wanton eyes) four Sinks or Channels to cleanſe 
mture by 3 and a ftop to any of thefe Channels would 

| C 2 | quickly 
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quickly prove deſtrution unto them. Where would 
upon ſuch ſelf- knowledg any room be for this pride : 
O Chriſtians be leſs ſtudious in the knowledg of what 
will lictle avail in the great Day : Study , ſtudy while 
it is called to day the knoWwledg' of what you ought to 
know, 

But ſecondly this Self-conceitedneſs comes through 
a negligent careleſneſs to put into pratice what we do 
know. Perſons are very apt to complain of their ig- 
norance of plain duties, yes as though they were 
holden and hindred from the knowledg of them , 
though the promiſe is full, they ſhall ye know if ye 
follow on to know the Lord : his going forch is prepared 
for ſuch as the bright beams of che Sun-ſhine in the 
Morning : If thox crieſt after knowledg , and lifteft up 
thy woice for underſtanding ,, if thou ſetkeſt her as ſilver, 
and ſearcheſt for her as for hid treaſure , then ſhalt thou 
wnderſtand the fear of the Lord, and find the knewledge 
of Ged, Prov, 2.3,4,5. Here is a double defeRt, we are 
not as laborious for knowledge as for (ilver, for which 
©1in we will riſe up early, and goe to bed late, and eat 
the bread of painfulneſs, Neither do we make it our 
chief care, to be {till as we gainin knowledg, putting 
it into praRice the way to make profitable diſpatch of 
buſineſs is to end one before we begin another, re. 
membring this true Proyerb, The way to know more 5: 
fo do that we know ,, thou oughteſt therefore to have put 
my money to the Exchangers, and then at my coming 
I might have received my own wich advantage. 

Bur I ſhall proceed with a fecond cauſe of this 
decay , namely this, A luke-warmneſs in Religion. 
that is ſo indifferent to ſolemn Worſhip, that we care 
not whether we go forward or backward When 
perſons are come to this paſs Goſpel- work hath little 
Authority with ther, they arc exfily carried another 
Ways 
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way ; A ſhower of rain, an aking head, a faint fir, 4 
cold froſty morning, and twenty ſuch trifling occaſr” 
ons will appear ground enough rodamp our devotr 
on. Many Chriſtians now adayes are too too ready 
to fulfil the compﬀaint of old. Ephraim is like a lilly 
Dove without a heart. A work to do, but no heart 
rodoit. A man without bearc is like a Cupboard with- 
out meat, Itis no ſatisfaRtion to hunger to ſee ah em- 
ty Table. This Lake-warnm ſpirit is deſperately threat- 
ned in Scripture, Rev. 3. 15. 16. I know thy works, 
that thou art neither cold nor hot ; I Womld that thou 
Wert either 6old or hot, ſo then becanſe thou art Inkewarm 
1 will ſpue thee out of my mouth, 
Thirdly, a third Cauſe of this decay, is unaptneſs 
to perſonal dnties; every Profeſſor in order to his 
rowing , hath perſonal duties conſtantly tocarry a- 
ut with him, aptneſs wherein fits him for publick 
imployment; but the contrary makes him unhandy 
or unskilful in the word of righteouſneſs; as children 
by vertuous education ; or the unexpert Souldier by 
frequent diſcipline, are both made ready for man- 
likera Rions ; even ſo, aptneſs in perſonal dutics, as 
Family ana Cloſet Prayer, Family and Gloſet Reading 
a careful Exerciſe, and execution of thoſe choice and 
nearly concerned duties, with the addition of fre- 
quent faftings, watchings, hamblings, patience, meekneſs, 
temperance, veal, fear, love, giving all diligence , for if 
theſe things be in you and abound, they make you 
that you ſhall be nether þarren nor unfruitful in the 
knowledge of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, but he that lack- 
eththeſe things is blind, and- cannot ſee afar off : fo 
briefly I paſs to the third ſign of decay in Godli- 
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CHAP. 1INT: 


Briefly ſhetwing the Reaſin of Wearineſs to hear any Truth 
often, with three Cauſes of this Decgy. 


SIGN 1IIL 


Hen you care not to hear one matter of « 
| ten, though both eſſential and a ſuitable 
Truth, | 

By Ofren here, I would not be underſtood fo, as 
that thoſe that preach ſhould day after day when they 
aſſemble withour intermiſſion, preach the very ſame 
thing word for word to their hearers, for indeed this 
may give juſt occafion of burthen to the hearer ; there- 
fore ſuch peeaciing up one truth in reſpe&t of the 
feaſon muſt ſurely be ſo obſerved, as to leave room 
for the making knotyn other truths of. equal neceſſity 
ro be believed ; rherefore let the conſiderate Reader 
in this caſe conſtrue my words, as he upon another 
caſe judgeth he ouphe co conſtrue the holy Apoſtles 
words, Often, 1 Cor..11. 26. As often as you eat this 
bread; Often here doth not'in the leaſt intend, that 
not ar all perſons be in this ſervice; neither doth ir 
furely intend , that they do it every time they meet 
together , bur ſo'do it as it have its ſeaſon of beings 
adminiſtred, and fuch ſeaſon as may not extinguiſh, 
or leave no room for the adminiſtration of other Or- 
dinances , ſo that by Ofres I would be underſtood, fo 
frequent a preaching, the ſame Truth already known 
and believed, as ſtands withthe wiſdom and judgment 
of perſons, that by God are entruſted to preach : with 
this alwayes premiſed , that as they ſee a poſſibility 
of any truth loſing its proper force inthe —_ and 
| na eart, 
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heart, through want of repetition. And when ſuit- 
able truth upon this very ſcore is over and ove* 
preached, and meets with ſuch ſpirits as care not to 
hear it, that are mindleſs, careleſs and diſpleaſed.; 
this beſpeaks ſuch to be of the dying hand; for indeed, 
fuch carriages withſtand Gods ordinary method ; 
which he frequently uſech in Scripture to his own 
people in covenant with him ; for two great ends, the 
one is, that they:may remember it ;,, the other is, that 
they may ao #t. 

Is not one great end of many inſtitutionsimpoſed 
on Iſrael! of old , and they found according to com- 
mandment in the ſame ſervices yearly, leſt they 
Mould forget what God would have them remember : 
and when they are pleaſed to chooſe them a King. it 
is Gods expreſs charge, when he fitteth upon the 
Throne of his Kingdom , that he ſhall write him a 
Copy of the Law, and read therein all the dayes of his 
life; that he may learn to keep Gods word. The fate- 
ty of this to the ſame people, that have already be- 
lieved is plainly expreffed, and faultineſs in them that 
care not to hear it, plainly implyed; and one of the 
great ends I have noted, is alſo aſligned in 1 Cor. 15. 
I, 2, Moreover brethren, 1 declare unto you the Goſpet 
Which I preached unto you, which alſo you have received, 
and wherein you (tand , by which alſo you are ſaved, if 
Jou keep in memory what ] preached unto you, unleſs you 
have believed in pain, T hen he goeth on and ſheweth 
the particulars he had preached to them , Principles 
even ſo plain in the Letter of them , that one would 
Gink they could nor be forgotten ; which ſtrongly 
implies , that through want of preaching the ſame 
things co them again, they might either loſe the bare 
knowledg of the Principles there laid down, or atleaſt 
the ſpiritual force and nature of them ; howthea doch 
7" ' this 
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This very Scripture reprove ſuch as care not to hear a 
ſuitable truth often ? charging them with faultineſs in 
forgetting : that of all truth at beſt. they know but in 
part; and thatby hearing one and the ſame truth a- 
gain and again, a man may ſee ſome excellency further 
chan yet he ever ſaw : experience will witneſs this to 
the conſiderate, P/al. 3. beginning. 

Now this defe&t ſeems to ariſe from ſome wrong 
jadgment or apprehenſzons, that ſuch perſons have of 
themſelves; they are notionally conceited of ſome 
Jarge reach they have in the knowledg of thoſe very 
things they care not to hear; and this defeR in them 
is occaſioned through want of humble dependance vp- 
on God, and ſenſible feeling the Spirit of that word ; 
All my fprings are in thee, Pſal. 87, laft. Let any that 
find the caſe thus with them be intreated to be reſtleſs 
znthemſelves (notquiet or- content) bur pray earneſt- 
ly 59 God, that be would both heal them from this 
foul diſtemper, and alſo forgive them for this great 
evil, of entertaining, or giving way to burden at hear- 
ingagain, that that grace hath tavght them to know 
already. This was thit good Shepherd St. Peters great 
care, 2 Pet. 1,12.13,15. Wherefore ] will net be negli- 
gent to put you alwayes in remembrance of theſe things, 
though you "and them , and be eſt abiifhed in the preſent 
erath ; yea, ul think it meet, as long as I am in this Ta- 
bernacle, to flir you up by putting you in remembrance ; 
plainly implying that without a frequent repetition of 
the ſame truths, 'it wis very eaſie-not onely to loſe 
the remembrance of them, but the ſpirlr of them alſo, 
It was Gods method and expreſs charge to Moſes, that 
he ſhould keep the memorial of the Paſſover from 
year rQ = in its continued ſeaſon, ſuch a year, ſuch 

moneth, ſuch a day muſt the ſame Inſtirntion be re- 
yived and performed, plainly putting us in ming how 
Boe obs Rs apt 
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apt we are to loſe the trae remembrance and reliſh 
of an eſſentiall truth, How often Chriſtian hath thy 
heart been ſo warmed art the hearing of ſome truth, 
3s to ſay with the two Diſciples, Did not owr hearts 
burn Within us whi eſt he talked with us, and opened to 
ws the Scyiptares ? While the Miniſter hath been 
preaching hath not thy heart been burning, and thy 
mouth ready to ſay with Iſrael, All that the Lord 
commands ns we will do, and whethey he ſends us we will 
go! and yet the next aſſault by the want of bread or 
water haſt thou not alſo with 1/-ael cried, 1herefore 
hath the Loyd brought us bither to die in this wilderneſs ? 
would to God we had died*in Egypt, where we had bread 
to the full. How often do we behold ſpeRacles of 
mortality carrying to their long homes , and though 
this is our high concern to lay it to heart, yet do we 
put the remembrance of them into the grave with 
them ? 

How often do we pray , watch, faft, or weep the 
more, tobehold the Mefſenper of death come ſo near 
our door ? doth nor rather the often repetition of 
this praRical, and the other preceptive repetition of 
Gods Council turn to ſurfet or loathing art leaſt ro a 
leſſening the very ſpiritual ſenſe and life that truly 
lodgin the veins of thoſe great inſtitutions. Now the 
Cauſes of this decay, which being duly heeded, may 
ſerve as remedies for recovery are theſe, 

Firſt Decay in the ſpiritual appetite. 

Secondly Ignorance of the great end of all Inſtitu- 
ti-ns. 

Thirdly, want of Spiritual dipgeſture. 

Firſt, Decay in the ſpiritual appetite, When whol- 
ſome food is become loathſome, the fault is not in 
ehemeir, but in the man , ſuch a perſon wants phyfick ; 
The full ſoul (faith Solomon) lothes the honey-comb, but 
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to the hangry every bitter thing is ſweet, The ſtomach 
may be full ander a double conſideration ; Firſt from 
a real ſupply of food, this is both pleaſant and profi- 
table buſinels. To be hungry is a mercy, and to have 
a ſupply to {tay or fſatisfie chis hunger is a double mer- 
cy. Butſecondly , a Stomach may be full and yet emp- 
ty, meat enough but no appetice to it, through ſome 
decay or defect inthe ſtomach, We ſee this in many 
perſons, that may have what heart can wiſh, but de- 
fre faileth in them to their dainty diſhes, now loath- 
ing what once they loved. We conclude when. in this 
natural kind appetite faileth, a Conſumption ap. 
proacheth, and without ſpeedy -remedy will end in 
diffolution, Ir is counted in common leſs miſery to 
want meatthan to want appetite. Now when we have 
an eſſential and ſuitable Truth, and our ear itch to be 
gone, it is an evident ſign of ſickneſs at hearr, And 
this may be, and yet the perſon very unſenlible of ir. 
T hou ſayeſt I am rich and encreaſed with goods , and 
have med of nothing, and knoweſt not that thou art pxor, 
wiſcrable , wretch:d , blind, and naked, Rev. 3, 17. 
Here is a dreadful deep decay , bur ſo far are they 
from feeling it, that they ſay they are rich and have 
need of nothing. O Chriſtians, woe be co us if once 
we are foil; let us look to our ſpiritual appetite, daily 
hunger is a ſign of daily healch, My foul thirſteth for 
God as the Hart thirſtech for the water brooks ; it was 
thus with David, the more he drank, the more -he 
was athirſt ; the deepec the ſweeter 1s the fountain of 
God : Mat. 5.6. Bleſſed are ye that hunger and thirſt, 
for ye ſhall be filled, 

2, A ſecond Cauſe of this decay may be this igno. 
rance of the great end of all Inſtitutions, no ſervice 
of God bur is ſpecial and appointed for ſpecial ends, 
and is profitable in the Uſe of it for DoRrine, for Re- 
provh, 
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proof, for CorreRion, for Inſtruftion in righteouſneſs, 
tro this noble end, that the man of God may be per- 
fet, throughly furniſhed to all good works. Every 
ſervice for God will be burthenſome, if we are igno- 
rant of the great end of that ſervice ; we ſhould ne- 
ver $0 to hear Gods Word, but ſhould carry along 
with us knowledg of the two great ends of that Inſti- 
tution , his own Honour, and our Eternal Good : 
this will be like a large Mornings walk by a pleaſant 
river (ide, it will cauſe an apetite to wholſome food 
with David, to ſay my ſoul longeth for God. The 
leaſt Nail in Gods Temple hath its meaning, and did 
we ſtudy the meaning ofall Appointments, we ſhoald 
with Cxrias thirſt long for the time of Gods unfold. 
ing them, The worth of a Precept where men periſh 
for want of counſel is beſt known, the ſweet that is 
lodged in every Promiſe is onely underſtood by the 
needy ſoul : and the advantage that may be gathered 
by a Threatning is beſt known to ſuch, as carry daily 
up and down with them the feeling ſenſe and weight 
of eternal miſcarrying. 

3. Athird Cauſe of this Decay, is want of Spiritu- 
al Digeſture : Cuſtomary Meals are a great burden to 
the ſoul that. hath an ill Digeſture ; it is a certain 
ſymptome of a foul ſtomach, when the food reſts and 
corrupts there, not turning to uſual nouriſhment ſach 
perſons are liſtleſs, dull, heavy, and flow of motion, 
running rowards an apparent decay, which is demaon- 
ftrared by their chin widape, faint ſpirit, feeble knees, 
and trembling joynts, hollow eyes, inward ſpeech. 
No Mother can look upon her Son in this caſe, but 
with deep lamentation , and utmoſt diligence to 0b» 
{ain remedy, with a feeling ſenſe of that fatal conſe» 
quence that will attend fo fad a diſeaſe, crying one, 
Except ſpeedy releaſe God will write me childleſs, - 

ow 
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Now chere is inthe natural Body truly diſtinguiſhed 
ewo kinds of Digeſtures, both undue, yet both very 
applicatory to the work in hand, one is when the 
food digeſts fo eaſily, chat ic hath not turned to nou- 
riſhment, the Cud cheweth not , it pafſed through in 
in the ſame nature and kind as 1t was received in, not 
remaining in the ſtomach a due time for ſpace to 
turn to nouriſhment. Another is, whea ic lieth roo 
long, and ſo corrupts in the ſtomach, theſe are true 
Emblems of an ill ſpirituil digeſture, when the word 
heard goes as1t comes, takes not root downwards, nor 
bringeth fruic upwards, or elſe it is received, and ſtay» 
eth undigeſted into a ſuitable practice, not anſwering 
the end tor which it was ſent : It bringeth forth, bur 
it is briars and thorns, envying and ſtrife ; one of 
Paxl, and another of Apollo, another of Sephas, and 
another of Chriſt : the word is heard by all, but nor 
rightly digeſted by many, 


' CHAP. IV. 
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Briefly ſhewing how want of humility and charity in hea- 
rers, cauſeth them diſlike what is preached. 


SIGN IV. 


Hen few Sermons will pleaſe you, either 
| you like not Matter , or Manner, or 
Man, or Plare, 

When Perſons come to this decay, that they not 
onely are weary to hear one matter often, but few 
Sermons pleaſe them ; they are then ready toy throw 
off all, and it is uſually known by this very character in 
Sign, viz. They will cicher find ſome fault with the 
| matter ; 
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matter; or elſe diſlike the manner, or elſe the man, 
or the place; and wherever this is found in perſon or 
perſons, without juſt occaſion given them, ſuch cer- 
tainly cannot ſtand long in their Profeſſion, wichout 
penitent reformation. 

Let but hearers, when they come to Sermons, leave 
charity behind them, how eafily may they ditturÞ 
themſelves and others in one of theſe caſes; As for 
matter, will they notreply, it it ſuch es I know alrea- 
dy as well as the Miniſter can tell me ; otherwiſe is 
is but poor weak ordinary matter : andas to the man- 
ner, will they not reply, either he ſpeaks too bigh, 
or too loud, that they like not, or 1n their account 
not high enough, too low that they like not ; other- 
wiſe in their account, too faſt or too flow, and all this 
they like rot. 

Now as to the man, this being firſt premiſed, he is 
one that hath ordinary approbation and ſeal from Hea- 
ven to his Miniſtry, in the bringing through grace 
ſinners to converſion; why as to ſuch a man, they dif- 
like him, and manifeſt their diſlike ; yer being asked 
can give no reaſon, nay it is probable to ſay truly, 
they cannot tell why they diſlike him, bur yet they 
do, they are not free to hear ſucha man. Is not this 
a lilly weakneſs got among ſome Profeffors, the good. 
Lord undeceive and humble ſuch : ſurely it's poſſible 
for ſome to ſhew diſlike in ſome, or all theſe caſes, and 
as lictle cauſe for it, as Corab and his Company, had to 
diſlike as they, did, Afofſes and Harry, Numb. 16. 3. 
They gathered themſelves regether againſt Moſes, and a- 
gainſt Aaron, and ſaid to them, ye take too much upon 
yon, ſeeing all the Congregation is fot 'y, every one pi them ; 
and the Lord is among them, wherefere then lift ye up 
Jour ſelves above the the Congregation of the Lord. How 
Cauſeleſs this carriage was from Corah, Dathan, and 
Abiram. 
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Abiram, with two hundred and fifty Princes, the Lord 
from Heaven in a way not common diſcovers , they 
that die , die not the common death of all men, as 
that Chapter fully Chews , fo heinous was their {in in 
Gods account , to murmur apainſt his ſeryants with- 
out a cauſe : And is it' then a new thing, that ſuch be 
in Churches now under this decaying [1gn, of difliking 
matter, manner, or man? was not this very ſpirit got 
into the Corinth Church, and bold even to ſhew it 
ſelf againſt the holy man St. Pa#/$ that had begotten 
them to the faith, 2 EpiQ 10. For his Letters, ſay they, 
are weighty and powerful but his bodily preſence weak , 
and his ſpeech contemptible, Here they were not ſparing 
to vent themſelves; the ſtnall cauſe they had, yea 
the unreaſonableneſs of that their diſlike, ler the con- 
ſiderate judge, whoſe conſcience is not aſleep, Again 
in 1 Cor. 4. ſuch alike ſpirit diſcovers it ſelf, after ſo 
ungracious a rate, as that Wiſe-man's reply will evi- 
dence, in verſe 3. But with me it is a very ſmall thing, 
that I ſhould be judged of you, or mans judoment ; they 
account the Apoltles fools, themſelves wiſe, the 
Apoſtles weak, themſelves ſtrong ; by all this, with- 
out adding what Ecriptures more might be added, it 
is very evident, if we will take the holy Spirits teſti- 
mony, that ſuch perſons under this very ſign were in 
the Apoſtles dayes;, and doth not alſo the teſtimony 
ofa good conſcience ſay there are ſuch even now ? 
Ic is very poſlible for ſome tempers to find faulr, 
or pick as it were a quarrel at one thing or another in 
the Ordinance of Preaching even as it were to create 
occaſion, There is a difeaſe attends ſome perſons 
that will not be pleaſed, it is next to impoſlibie to 
oratifie them to content, neither Barnabas nor Bonar- 
gis will ſatisfie, This Sign takes notice of four Com- 


plaints, Here is a hand of Divine Providence throws a 
| {tone ; 
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ſtone; Deſigns good in its fall where it reſteth, the 
hand is not diſcerned, nor regarded, namely theend 
wherefore the ſtone is thrown, but by and by like the 
thorney ground, Hearers, offence is taken, and ſeverab 
complaints are brovght in againſt the ſtone, but no re- 
vard is ſtill had to the hand that threw the ſtone; 
one Complaint is, the Matter is not liked, ir is fome 
truth they know already, their ears itch at this, and 
they want ſome Novelty. This is traly emblem'e 
in wanton Children, who are ſo full fed they know 
not what to eat, but are ready to nauceate thoſe 
Dainties that their poor Neighbours Children would 
teapat che remnants of, This Diſeafe in the fpiritu:b 
and natural Body is a fore-runner both of a Famin of 
Bread, and of the hearing the Word of God, Ano- 
ther Complaint is againſt the manner of delivery ; 
we are got ſo far perhaps that we will not take offence 
at the matter, but the manner , ſomething is to be 
faid againſt that, it was not diſhed up in ſuch a 
Dreſs, with ſuch a Voice and Preſence as liked this 
full ſtomach : thus the Manner is quarrelfed at. Ano- 
ther Complaint is againſt the Man; you like perhaps 
the Matter and Manner, but it is ſuch a Man, for 
whom you have little charity, and as little cauſe per- 
haps : bur ſo itis you like not the Man, all this while 
the Devil's Trade goes on, ifhe can bring yon to quar- 
relat Matter, Manner, Man, or Place, ſo you loſethe 
profit he gains his End, and God loſech his Honqur: 
Profeſſors look to your hearts here, and lay afidetheſe 
excuſes. or quit your Profeſſion , cxamine if you live 
up to that mean Matter you account you heard this 
day, examine if the Manner will ſtand in Gods (ipht, 
for you to contend againſt to your own loſs, Ard 
forthe Man, examine in your own fpirit, whoſe Ox 
or Aſs hath he taken, while he is robbing vow 
himfelt 


er 


| 36 Signs of a Dying or Decaying Chriſtian! 


biraſelf and his co do you ſervice for this requital, 
Give Chriſt Jeſus leave to ſpeak here a concluding 
word, Matt. 11.16, 17,18, 19. But wherewnto ſpall 
1 liken this Generation, "tis like unto Children ſitting in 
the Market, and calling to their fellows, ſaying, wi have 
piped unto you, and you have net danced ; we have mourn- 
med to you, and ye have not lamented. For fohn came 
neither eating nor drinking, and they ſay he hath a Devil; 
the Son of Man came eating and drinking, and ye ſay, 
behold a man gluttonous, a wine-bibber, a friend of Pub- 
licans and ſinners ;, but let me tell yeu this, that wiſdom 
is juſtified of her Children. - 

Objc&t. What Cauſes may be aſſigned ſor this De- 

? 


Anſ. Theſe two, 

Firſt, Want of Humility. 

Secondly, Want of Charity. 

Firſt, Want of Humility. The humble Soul where 
ever he comes he is ſo debaſed at his own wortbleſ- 
neſs and undone ſtate, that the meaneſt morſel, if 
really bread, is mercy to him, he can feed heartily 
upon pulſe, and look fair with it, and is thankful, find- 
ing matter for praiſe, and none for repining, his hu- 
miliation leads him to contentedneſs, and his con- 
rentedneſs to {thankfulneſs ; the lower he lies, the 
more he thrives, It is a famous Inſtance which Do- 
Ror T ayley gives us of the Duke of Conde. I have 
read (faith he) that when the Duke of Conde had en- 
tred voluntarily into the incommodities of a Religious 
Poverty, he was one day eſpied, and pitied by a Lord 
of Ttaly, who out of tenderneſs wiſhed him to be 
more careful and nutritive of his perſon, The good 
Duke anſwered, Sir, be not troubled, and think nor 
that I am ill provided of conveniences ; for I ſend an 
Harbinger before me, who makes ready my lodgings 

| every 


| 
» 


Signs of « Dying or Detaying Chriſtian, 3t - 
every night, and takes care that I be royally entertain- 
ed. The Lord asked him, who was his Harbinger, he 
anſwered, The knowledge of mv felf, and the conſi- 
detition of what 1 deſerve for my figs, which is eter- 
nal torment; and when with this knowledg I arrive 
at my lodging, how unprovided ſoever I find ic, me 
thinks it is ever better than I deſerve, Oh | ter us 
alwayes remember, all is well on this (ide hell. 

Bur ſecondly, Want of Charity, It is a crave Pro- 
verb, Love maketh the Law eafie. What Sermon, or 
Perſon, or Place may riot a man find occaſion to quar- 
rel at, if he comes to it without charity. Charity, 
faith the bleſſed Apoſtle bears all things, its Contrary 
bears nothing ; Chatity covereth a maltitude of fins, 
its Contrary multiplies aggravations of fins; Charity 
thinketh no ill, its Contrary thinketh nothing elſe bur 
ill; Charicy puts the beſt interprecation upon all aRi- 
ons, its contrary puts the worlt : nothing liker God, 
than Charity, for God islove ; -nothing liker the DE- 
vil thanirs Contrary : Love wrought with God, when 
we deſerved no pity, to ſend his dear Son full of pity ; 
loveto our miſery made him loſe his life to ſave otrs. 
When I faw thee in chy blood to the loathidg of thy 
perſon, I ſaid unto thee, live ; that time was the time 
of love, Ezekiel 16. He Was wonnded for onr tranſ* 
greſſions, bruiſed for our iniquities , the chaſtiſement of 
our peace was laid upon hins , that with his ſtripes we 
might be healed, Iſaiah 5.3. Chriſtians, wou'd you ger 
from under this decay ; Doth few Sermons either as to 
Matter, Manner, or Man, pleaſe you get into the fpiric 


\, Of love, that will give grains of allowance , char will 


put the beſt conſtruion upon every aRion,, when 
Preaching, Hearing, Cotitention ceaſeth, yea when 
theſe glorious light of Faith and Hope hath done ſhi- 
ning,then will love be in its greateſt tafre,! Cor.19-13- 
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CHAP, V. 


Contaiping five Canſes of deceitful thinking we know = 
gh ; with four marks to know when we are unaer 
that aeceit. 


SIGN V. 


Hen you think you know enough, . 

The greatneſs of this defeR, and the ddn- 

ver of it maybe ſeen, if ſomething be premiſed and 
conſidered. When you think you kaow enough , . that 
is, you are grown ſo tall in the knowledge of God, 
and the Ordinances of his Houſe, the way to bis King- 
dom; the {lrength of your adverſaries, the /Fleſh, 
World, and Devil, and the plagpue.of your own heart , 
for all this mult be premiſed, as being in ſuch perſons 
as think they know enough, if their thoughts be oor 
roſs deceit, and then what need of Hearing or Af. 
ſembling, or crying after knowledp, or lifting up the 
yoice for underſtanding ? Is not this groſs deceit 
rown ſomewhat common, but of dangerous tenden- 
cy, to knock both heart and hand from off the-means 
God hath ordained to'encreaſe and ſantitfie knows 
ledge ? Is not ſucha conceit the road way toAtheiſm ? 
Were it not gotten among ſome ſleepy Chriſtians in 
the, Apoltles time ? Doth not chat ſaying, 1 Cor. 2,3. 
direQly aim at ſuch? Jf any man think that he knowerh 
any thing , he knoweth nothing yet as he ought to know. 
But if any man love God, the ſame is known of | bim : 
As much as if the Apoſtle ſhould ſay, you. think you 
know much, truly if you know ſo much as that you 
/oveGod,you are known of him; and if you'know this, 
you know what you can know iri this life 5 but if you 


know not this, you know nothing yet as you ought to - 


know, 


| | = — 
<e dan ob won dn ea HART h 


ww an * —_— XX %Yv 


 g——_ 
2&5 -— en + == #4 ., 


_ - J. 
-<-& © » ine asf - 


"= y_—_— =— 7 -_ hb ” —=T _——_ - _—_ ""—_ Mt 


I the Lord ſearch the 


| ; YES Ih pa 
Signs of a Dying or Deraging Chriſtian, 3y 
know, whateyet you think of your felves:, and there- 
fore look to it. that you love God, and dwell nbx a- 
bout this or that tall conceit of your knowledge , brit 
if you or any man love him, the ſame, is known of 
him : And this I ſhall humbly. add, if any mai I@\ 
God, the ſime hath learned co think ſoberly or inean- 
ly of himſelf. | 1 
Bur the danger of this appears further, if we con- 
ſider, that ſoine for being under this dying Siga, 
were about to be ſpewed out of Gods mouth, Aevel. 
3. 17. Becauſe thru ſagiſt, 1 am rich, and encreaſed 
with goods, . and bave need of mathing , (yer art ſo igno» 
rant) or knoneſt not that thou art wretched , mi'erable, 
poor, blind, and naked. How doth the holy ſpiric illu- 
ſtrate to us the miſerable eſtate of this People,- under 
this dying Sign ? Frctched, one would think that & 
nouph ; yet he adds A7i/crable, and thatis not enough 
to ſet it, out, butthey are Poor, Blind, and NE ; 
in awotd, they are quite the contrary to what the 
think of themſelves , and what is 1 growing Chels 
ſtians, py 7. 
It is a true Chbarater ofa pracious growing oG 
he never thinks he knows enough of. the deceirfulne 
of his own heart , the other knowledge iris that come 
eth under this dying Sign. This know'edg encreaſath 
humility , the other encreaſcth pride 3 "Tis .certaig 
thar perſons under this' conceit. that they know. & 
nough do litcle ſtudy their own beart, which is peg 
above all things and dra wicked, who can know.its 
carr, plainly implying, that when 
we have ſtudied all our dayes the knowJedg of our 
hearts, we ſhall ill be þur Children in that' knows 
ledg. It js one of the Lords Prerogagzives, both to 
k1ow the heart and ſearch ir. Therefore when God 
had faid the heart is deceitful above all things , who 
D 2 can 
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- can know it, he gives this Reſolution, No mortal man 


can, / the Lord ſearch it, Chriſtians may very truly diſ- 
cern the difference between ſpiricual and carnal know- 
ledg,the Pulſe of the one beating ſtrongly to a large at= {| 
caioment in kaowledge for knowledge (ake, the other as 
diligenc to increaſe 1n knowledge for praiſe ſake ; the 
one the more he knows himſelf, the more he oaths 
kimſclf , the other the more he kxows himſelf, the 
more he falis i» /ove with himſelf; Ah Chriſtians, if 
we know God in his great#eſc, ſo as to fearhim, and 
in his goodneſs ſo far as to /ove him, and in his mercy 
ſo much as ro be chankful, and in his juſtice ſo'much | 
as to be humble; this will lead us into the fudy of } 
our ſelf to chat degree of ſelf-acknowledgment with | 
good David, Pſalms 119,120, Aly fleſs trembleth for 
fear of thee, aud I am afraid of thy 7 udgments, : 
Now 1 ſhall! with Gods help ſhew ſome cauſes of 
this Decett ; you may think you know enough. : 
© Firſt, when you-meaſure what you know by your +) 
own eyes or light, you do think ſo, not meaſuring ; 
what you know by the Rule of Knowledge, the Word 
of God, 1 Cor. 10. 12- For we dare not make our ſelves 
the number , or compare our ſelves with. ſome that 
commend thenſtluts , but they meaſuring themſelves + 
with themſelves, by comparing themſelves among them. 
ſelves, are mot Wiſe, Prov. 30 12. There 3s a generation 
that are pre in their own eyes, yet not waſhed from their { 
flehineſs. i 
By theſe Texts you may ſee what miſerable judg- 
ment men will make of things, when chey walk by tf =. 
lighe of their own eyes, contrary to God's expreſs 
charge, Demt. 12. 8. You ſhall not do after all things we | 
do here this day, every man What is right in his own eyes- , 
Secondly, Another Cauſe may be this, when you 
meaſure what you know by what once youdid know ; 
—_— 7 
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not conſidering that further knowledg forceth further 
light, and calls for proportionable praCtiſe : When 7 
was 4 (child, 1 ſpake as a child, 1 underſtood as a child; 
but when ] became a man 1 put away childiſh things. 

Thirdly, When you meaſure what you know, by 
ſeeing others that profeſs they know, do as they do, 
Tit, 1.16, They profeſs they know God, but in works they 
deny him. Other mens ations muſt no further be a rule 
for us, notwithſtanding their knowledg, then as their a- 
ctions accord with Gods Word,the rule of knowledg. 

Fourrhly, When you meaſure what you know, by 
what you are diſpoſed to practice, or do; men pick 
and chooſe what Commands they will obſerve, and 
how to obſerve them, in our dayes : Some Commands 
ſuic more with the nature and diſpoſition of perſong 
chan other Commands do; they that cannot endure 
Drunkenneſs, can give way to paſſion ; they that can- 
not endure Uncleanneſs, can give way to Covetouſneſs ; 
but as the victory is glorious when gotten over, 
what was moſt difficult, ſo meaſuring what we 
know, not by what we are diſpoſed ro doe, bur 
what God commands us to doe is the trueſt way of 
rule to meaſure by ; for che carnal man will make the 
Law of Nations his guide , the moral man the Ten 
Commandments his guide, the Antictiriſtian man the 
falſe Spirit his guide ; and all meaſure themſelves by 
their guide : but the undeceived Chriſtian min makes 
Gods Word bis guide, and meaſures what he knows, 
by his walkinÞ like that, 7 the Law and to the Teſti 
mony, if they ſpeak. not according to this Word, *tis be- 
cauſe there is no light in them, Iſa. 8, 20. 

Fifchly, When you meaſure not what you know, 
by what God in his Word calls you perſonally to do , 
when thoſe eſpecial Commands that lie upon you; 
as Hinand to Wife, Wife to Hutband, Father to C bid, 
D 3 Child 
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kild to Father, Maſter to Servant, Servant ta M{a- 
er, are left undone, or ſo lamely done, that they 
are full of cracks and flaws; the Religion of ſuch is 
vain, and contrary compariſons to this, as vain and 
deceitfnl. This was the evil of the Scribes and Phari- 
ſees, they minded Awns and Cummin, but aeglefted 
judgment, mercy, and faith, the weightier matters of the 
Law : all doings are ſhews without. ſubſtance, while 
the weighticx matters are lefc undone, James. 1. 26, 
If any man ſeem to b: religions, and bridleth not his tongue, 
he deceives his own heart ,, thu mans Religion 18 in vain : 
Conſider this in the fear of God. 

' 0bje. But how may we Know we are deceived 
With this deceit, | 
Anſ. Firſt, When you have a low value of thoſe 


. means, that under God firlt brought you ro know : 1s 


not a Sermon a low thing wich you? this and that Prea- 
cher, thar ane was high in your account, now weak 
and mean in your eſteem? Now you are full, now you 
are rich, and haveraigned as Kings withont 114 ; 1 would 
to God you did raign, that we alſo might raign With you, 
1.- oF 4 1 | 

- Secondly, When you are mighty prodigal of what 


pou know, thinking no matrec well managed, that you | 


ive not molt yoice in, Prov. 15, 2. T he tongue of the 
wiſe uſeth knowledg aright, but tht month of fools prareth 
rth feolifbneſs, - So Prov. 29.11. .T he fool uttereth all 
bis mind, but 4 wiſe man k-th it ig, while after- 

wards. 1 
Thirdly, When you pleaſe. your ſelf} with the 
thoughts that few. or none in knowledg outſtrip you, 
having a ſecret ſcorn to compare your ſelves with a- 
hy; that is, when you think none is able to ſay more 
to a Texc of . Scripture, than, you have done , or 
Kqows the holy ſpirits mind more than your ſelves, 
| Fer. 
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Jer.8;8. We are wiſe, (We by way of fingularicy;).»d 
the Law of the Lord ts with xs : At the'ſame time God 
ſaith, What wiſdom is in them ? 

Fourthly, When in all matters material, you are not 
carefub to take counſel of God, betore you bring them 
ro action, Prov. 15. 28. T he heart of the wiſe ſtudieth to 
anſwey , but the month of fools poureth forth foalsſone ſs+ 
And Chap. 3. 6. all thy ayes acknowledg him , and 
he ſhall direft thy paths. 


—————— 


CHAP WE 


Containing 1n it Chriſtian aptneſs, throwgh weakneſs, to 
neolett commy to Chrifts Table; with a ſhort deſcrip- 
tion of offences, that ſeemingly may hinder ; ana three 
Canſes of this Decay. 


SIGN, VI. 
Hen a ſmall occaſion will keep you Nt 
Chriſts Table, or communion with the 
Church of God. 


By Chriſts Table here , I would be underſtood 
Chrilt Jeſus his own inſtitution the night he was be- 
trayed ; which he ſer on foot to his Penitene, Be- 
lieving, Baptized Diſciples, x Cor. 11. 23, 24. For 
have received of the Lord, that Which I alſo delivered 
unto you, that the Lord feſus, the ſame night in which 
he was betrayed, took bread, and when he had given 
thanks he brake it, and ſaid, Take, eat, this is my baay 
broken for you ;, this do in remembrance of me; And af- 
ter the ſame mauner he took the Cup, when he had ſupped, 
ſaying, T his Cyp is the New Teſtament in my blood; 
This do, as often as y18 drink, it in remembrance of "me. 
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Theſe Scriptures prove it to be Chriſt Jeſus his own 
inſtitution, and therefore a duty for his people to be 
found in often. 

But it being ſomewhat beſide the buſineſs in hand, 
to treat in particular of all the uſes and ends of this 
bleſſed inſticution, my work here is to be inſtrumen- 
tal, if the Lord will, to deter believers upon ſome oc- 
caſions that they have taken, to negleR this duty that 
is weighty. and not to be omitted or abuſed, as they will 
anſwer Chrilt Jeſus, who is ready to take an account ; 
ic being that Ordinance that doth in a moſt lively man- 
ner expreſs the certainty of his ſuffering, in his body 
being broken, and his blood poured out, that he 
might finiſh the work of mans Redemption, and re- 
main at the Fathers right hand, Mediator between 
God and Man, the Man Chriſt Jeſus, againſt all the op- 
poſition of that corrupt Spirit, that ſeeks in our dayes 
ro diſparage and eztinguiſh this bleſſed Ordinance, 
thereby to root out of mens underſtandings the cer. 
rainty of Chriſt Jeſus being a perſonal fleſhly ſuh- 
ſtance; and ſo converting him into a Spirit, contrary 
ro'this ſaying of his, after his reſurre&ion , Behold 
my hands and my feet, that it 1s my /elf, handle me and 
fee, for a Spirit hath not fleſh and bone as you ſee me have, 
Luke 24. 39. AQs1. 9, 10, 11. The neceſlity of be- 
lieving this is evidenced by che ſad conſequence of the 
contrary, fordenying Chriſt Jeſus to be a fleſbly ſub-, 
ſtance, and conyercing him into a Spirit, any Spirit, 


or every Spirit; and ſo in truth deny the Chriſt of 


God; And then blind, injudicious men, may form to 
themſelves, and world, what they will fancy to call 
their Chriſt ; This premiſed to the Explication of the 
Lords Table, 

' Now when a ſmall occaſion will hinder us from 


this Service , it is a Cextain mark of decay in the 


Power 
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Power of Godlineſs, and that the Authority of the' 
Perſon that gave Being to this Truth, and the great 
end and uſes of this Service have little preſence in owr 
hearts : What Friend can behold his Friend, not onely 
weepfor him, but bleed for him , not onely bleed for 
him cill a fainting fir, but till death ſeize on every part, 
and put a perfect period to his Life,and not weep with 
him, yea and bleed with bim, yea and dye with him, 
Our Lord Jeſus faith peradventure for a good man one 
would even dare to die, much more with ſuch a com- 
mon good man that is innocent, and dies for a fellow 
good man that is guilty ; ſurely who would forbear to 
dic with ſuch a one. 

Bur this is not a ſufficient Parallel to the work be- 
fore us : Here is not a Friend dying for his Friend ; 
but here is one that never did fin, neither was gnile 
found in his month, crying out, my ſoul is exceeding for- 
rowful even unts death , brought as a Lamb to the 
ſlaughter , beſet with a bitter agony, ſweating as it 
were great drops of Blood a man of Sorrows, and ac- 
quainted with Griefs, oppreſſed , and afflicted, and 
bruiſed; then taken from Priſon, and from Judg- 
ment ; his hair pulled off,. his viſage marred more thar 
any mans, his face ſpit on, Is head crowned with 
thorns, his hands and his feer nailed to a Croſs, 4 
Spear thruſt into hi fide, and his whole Body fixt en 

za [ree in a bitter torturing manner, for three full hours 
rogether he remains in deep anguiſh, ſo that the Vail 
of che Temple at 7ernſalem was rent intwain from the 
toptothe bottom, and the Earth did quake, and the 
Rocks rent, and the Graves open'd, and many dead bodies 
came ont of their Graves, and apptar'd unto many, and 
darkneſs was upcn the whole Earth for that three hours, 
and the Keepers tremble , and become as dead men, 
and fear with anguiſh came' upon all fleſh, and y this 
itrer 
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bitter Agony he cries out, Ay God, my God, why haft 
thou forſaken me. x 

Come now and let me take thee by the hand, my 
Chciſtian friend, and we will walk to Emar, and talk 
as we go of whac hath bappened , ſurely it will make 
us ſad; for the perſon on whom this Tragedy was 
ated, was one Jeſus of Nazareth, a Prophet might y in 
deed and word before God and all the prple. Bur who 
will believe this report, and to whom 1s this arm of che 
Lord revealed , for he was thus wounded for ourtranfſ- 
ogrefſions, and bruiſed for our Iniquities, the chaſtiſe= 
ment of our peace was laid upon him, that with his 
' Nripes we might be healed : All we like ſheep have gon 
aſtray, and have turned every one into his own way , 
and the Lord hath laid on him the iniquity of us all. 
 - (US ALL) isa word of great emphaſis, worthy to 

be enquired inta,: Who this Vs al meaneth, I ſhall tell 
you, and the Good Lord open your eyes, that you 
may tell your ſelves ; it is Tran/pgreſſors, Rebels, T rait- 
ors, Enernies im their minds , It is Sauls, great Perſecu- 
tors, Mary Magdelenes, in whom were ſeaven Devils , 
it is Manaſſes, Charmers, Sorcerers, Blaſphemers, Swea- 
yers, Fornicators, Idvlaters, Adalterers, T hieves, Cove- 
tous, Drunkards, Revilers, Extortioners, and ſuch like, 
Worſhippers of Idol Gods made of Wood and Stone. 
Sothar here is not a Friend dying for his Friend, nor 
a Child for his Father, nor a Brother for his Brother, 
nor a Servant tor his Maſter, nor a Subject for his 
Prince, but here is the $9» of God, the Lord of Life 
«nd Glory coming from the boſom of God, raking up- 
on himſelf a contemprtible life, and a curſed, painful, 
and ſhameful death upon the Croſs, that he mighr 
redeem theſe very perſons from the wrath of God and 
pangs of Hell to all eternity, where otherwiſe deſer- 
yedly they muſt have beca alwayes dying, yet a 

ving 


lving in endleſs flames , gnawing their tongues for 
pairr, weeping , wailing, gnaſhung of teeth in that 
place- prepared of old, the pile whereof is fire and 
brimſtone, where their worm never dieth, and their 
fire never goeth our, but remains tormented for ever 
and ever with the Devil and his Angels, from which 
ſtate this bleſſed Son of God delivers and proclaims 
the greatnels of this his love to every ſinner, -and hath 
inſtituced this great ſervice in remembrance of this 
bis bitcer Paſſion, that ſuch for whom he drank this 
bitter Cup might ſhew forth this his death till he ſhall 
come the ſecond time without ſin to ſalvation. Can 
any then caſt their eye upon the perſon, worth, and 
wounds of this bleeding love, and not fall in love, 
yea be (lick yith love after daily Communion with ſuch 
a one. What can ſuch thus redeem'd from this greaz 
woe, by chis great Lord, to ſuch a great ſtate, as to 
be called the adopted Sons and Daughters of God, 


and yer let a ſmall occaſion keep them from commu. . 


nion with their Lord and his redeemed, and not be 
under deep decay, &c. 

For any therefore to eſtrange themſelves from 
Chriſt's Table, it being no leſs than a refufing the food 
be hath prepared; becauſe chings go not juſt as they 
would have them, doth greatly argue the letr to be 
in themſelves chough not by ſuch heeded; they being 
preat wanderers abroad in the wayes of others; per- 
aps more -buſying themſelves than they ought, and 
yec as great (trangers at home to ſelf-examina- 
rion, - and due perſonal preparation, which where ever 
it 1s, isthat indeed that ſo warrantably calls perſons 
to come to Chriſt Jeſus's Feaſt, of Bread and Wine, 
purchaſed with his &/od; that negligence thereiawill 
prove no leſs than their great ſin : Whart is it therefore 
Chat ſhould keep us from chacſervice, wherein by faith 

we 
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we areto feed, as it were upon the flzſhof the Son of 
God? Thoſe fleſh 1s meat indeed, and whoſe blood ts drink 
?deed. | ruly nothing buc ſelf-unworthineſs or un- 
preparedneſs : Surely, ſurely, the ſpiritual growing 
Chriſtian , whoſe hungrings and thirſtings are after 
hourly communion with Jeſus Chriſt, can becter for- 
go his natural food a thouſand times, than yield ro a 
lett from chis pzrformance : Let us therefore examine 
our ſelves, that we are meet ſubjeAts, diſcerning the 
' Loras Body, and fo let us eat that Bread, and drink that 
Cup. | 
Now the Cauſes of this decay , or yielding upon 
fmall occaſions, to abſent from Chriſls T able, maybe 
theſe three, 

Firſt , Too great Ignorance who are the SubjeRs 
Chriſt calls to this Service. 

- aaa Too tov great aptneſs to be eaſily provo- 
ked, 

Thirdly, Want of love to Jeſus Chriſt, the Author 
of this Service. 

Firſt, Too great Ignorance who are the Subjects 
Chriſt calls to this Service ; which conſiſts ina miſcon. 
ftruing his general invitation to all penicent, believing 
baptized Difciples, who have had an orderly admit- 
rance thus far, and by way of Precept are enjoyned 
both to come to this Service, and continue in it; The 
fame day were added to the Church thrte thouſand ſouls, 
and they continued ftedfaft in the Apoſtles doftrine, fel- 
low ſhip, breaking of bread, and prayer : it is peculiarly 
unto fuch appointed and fnRitied, that chey may keep 
in remembrance their Lord and Saviom's Paſſion. 
So often as ye eat this Bread, and drink this Cup, ye 
d» for forth the Lords death till he come, But I would 
not be miſtaken here, as thic 1 mean, the outward 
baage of theſe oncly, makes right SubjeRts for —_ 

| ys Call; 
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Cal; yet this outward mult be , but woto it when it 
is alone : The Kings, Daughter is to be all glorious 
within, as well as her garment of wrought gold : The 
hungerer and thirſter after his ſupply, that ſenlibly ſeey 
all his ſprings to be.jn him, and as the Hart panterh 
after the brooks of water, hath his ſoul crying, - Oh 
when ſhall I come and appear before him ? negligence 
to be thus fitted, cuſeth ignorance of Chriſts Call. 

But ſecondly , Too too great aptneſs to be cally 
provoked : Some Ohriſtians are ſo weak , that they 
will be till forming diſcontent to themſelves, il! incer- 
preting others ations, and {training at every Gaat, 
which generally comes through weakneſs in judgmepr, 
and . unaptneſs to be buſying themſelves wich their 
wigh Calling, and the worth of Gods gracious privis 
ledges afforded them, by which means the inward 
man is too much raked or made raw, and fo aptto 
ſmart at every little rouch , as ſpecial care therefore 
mult be had in Churches, that none give juſt offence ; 
ſo that none upon too light account take offence , for 
it doth but argue ſuch Children or Babes in Chriftia- 
nity, and greatly rob. themſelves of that ſpiritual ce - 
freſhing ſtrength, chat orberwiſe might be their pre- 
ſent portion , and fill their heart with. diſquieting 
thoughts to the hindring their ſpiritual appetite from 
taking in that rich refreſhment, Chriſt Jeſus Table is 
furniſhe with for every prepared Gueſt. 

But Thirdly, Want of love to Jeſus Chriſt, the Au- 
thor of this Service ; All thoſe motives that provoke 
the heart to love Jeſus Chriſt, ſhould be aRive now ; 
viz. The greatneſsof his love to purchaſe this Service 
for vs, with no leſs price than his precious'blood ; the 
ſmalneſs of our deſert to procure this.; together with 
the high priviledges it ſignifies us heirs unto : Behold 
what manner of love the Father hath beſtowed on ua, that, 
we 
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we ſhould be called, (or accounted) the Sons of God, who 
were before Without Chriſt, &c; But now made nigh 
through the blood of Chriſt, How ſhould this provoke 
our fervent love'to him , ro be.crying ont with the 
Spouſe inthe Cantictes ; 2/y beloved is fair and ruday, 
the chiefeſt among ten thouſand. Certainly, my Friends f 
were our hearts truly ſpiritual, we could not chooſe 
but ſee ſingular deſert 1n Jeſus Chriſt , calling fot che 

reſt of our love, in a holy affection to t e injoy- 
ing of him, and making 'vs prefer our comtaunion 
with tim in this ſervice before all things that in. this 
world may challenge our deareſt reſpe& : It maſt 
needs therefore follow, that want of love makes wa 
for ſmall occaſions to keep us from Chrift's'Table ; q 
ſhall leave this to conſideration, and paſs to the ſe- 
venth Sign of a dying Chriſtian. | 


— — 
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Shewing the great decay to Chriſtianity, when mindleſs to 

Prayer, with a plain aiſcovery of the Neceſſity, Ex- 
cellency, Lets, and Helps to Prayer , in ſixteen Pay- 
ticulars, with: four Direftions as to the Manner of our 
approathes' to'God in-this ſervice, and what wt are to 
do after Prayer: | 


SIGN VII. | 
Hen you have uſually no great mind to 
Prayer. a | 
When a Chriſtian is mindleſs of this boſome, bleſ- 
ſed, intimate ſervice of Prayer , which is a drawing 
nigh to, and taſking with the great Lord God Almigh- 
ty; here is then-ground enough to conclude his ſtate, 


and his decay yery great, Now in Prayer there is 
teradia.” a. 7 FreY 
Firſt, 
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Firſt, The Neceflity of Prayer. 

Secondly, The Excellency of Prayer. 

Thirdly, Lets to Prayer, 

Fourthly, Helps to Prayer, 

Firſt, The neceſtity of Prayer appears from the 
Command of God, 1 The/. 5. 7. Pray without ceafing ; 
Col. 4.21. Continge in prayer , and watch in the ſame 
with thankspiving ; 1 Phil. 4. 6. Be careful for nothing, 
but in every thing by prayer and ſupplication., ich 
thansgiving, let your requeſts be made known unto God. © 

Secondly, It appears from example, '1'Sam. 12. 23. 
God forbid that I ſhonld fin in ceaſmy to pray for you ; 
Plal. 55. 27, Evening and morning , and at mon, will I 
pray ; Dan. 6. 10. Now when Daniel knew that the 
writing was ſigned, he went into his houſe , and kneeled 
upon his knees, three times a day , and prayed, and gave 
thanks before his God, as he did at otber times. 

Thirdly, the Neceffity appears from the import» 
nity that goeth along with prayer, Luke 22: 44. And 
being in an agony he prayed more earneffly, Luke's. 12. 
And it came to paſs in thoſe dayes, that he Went into 4 
mountain to pray, and continued all night "in prayer" to 
God : AQts 12, 5, Peter therefore was kept in Priſon 
but prayer was made without ceaſing of the Churt to 
God for him : Luke 11.8, 9, I ſay to you, though be 
Wilt" not riſe and give him, becauſe heis his friend, yet 
becauſe of his import anity he will riſe and give bim as 
many as be needeth. | 
OO , The Excellency of Prayer, appeary un 
this, | 

Firſt, It engageth Gods ſtrength. 

Secondly, 1t holds with holy reverence Gods hands, 

Thirdly, In no condition we can be barred from it. 

For the firſt, Exod. 17, 11. And it came to paſs, 
when Aoſer beld up his hands, 1ſracl prevailed , wa 

| when 
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when he let down his hands, the Amalekites prevailed, 
Joſh. 10.12, 13, 14+ Then ſpake foſhua (or prayed to 
the Lord) in the day when the Lord delivered up the A- 
morites before the Children of 1ſrael ,, and he ſaid in the 
feght of 1ſrael, Sun ſtand thou ſtill upon Gibeon ,, and 
thow Moon upon the V alley of Ajalon;, and the Sun ſtood 
fill, and the Moon ſtayed until the people had avenged 
themſelves upon their enemies, and there was no day like 
that before it, or after it, that the Loyd hearkned to the 
prayer of a man, for the Lord fought for 1ſrael. 
. Secondly, , Prayers Excellency appears in this, it 
holds with holy reverence Gods hands, Exod. 32. 9. 
10,11, 12.. And the Lord ſaid to Moſes, I have ſeen 
this people, and behold it is a ſftiff-necked people ; Now 
therefore let me alone that ] may arftroy them, and I 
will make of thee a great Nation. And Moſes beſonght 
the Lord, ſaying, Lord, why doth thy wrath wax hot, 
turn 1 pray thee and repent of this evil againſt them, 
Numb. 14. 11. 22. And the Lord ſaid to Moſes, how 
long will this people provoke me, and haw long will it be 
ere they believe me ? now therefore let me alone that 1 may 
arſt roy them, 
| Tkirdly, Prayers Excellency appears, in thatin no 
tondition, we can be barred from it, Dazjel in the 
Lions Den, Chap. 6. Jonah in the Whales Belly, Chap. 
T..2. 7 hen Jonah praye4 to the Lord his God out of the 
Fiſhes Belly, and ſaid, 1 cried by reaſon of my afflition 
wnto the Lotg, and he heard me : ont of the belly xi Hell 
cried 1, and thou heardeft my voice : fo Paul and Silas 
in Priſon prayed, and fang praiſes'to God, ard the 
Priſoners heard them. 

Now we come to Lets to Prayer, ;5.e. what hinders 
Prayer from prevailing with God. 

Firſt, Preſumption in an. unreverent adventuring 
beforethe Lord, 2 Chron..14 and 20.33, &c, For 4s 


yet 
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et the people had not prepared their heart unto the God 
of their Farhers , therefore thus will 1 do unto thee O 
Iſrael ; and becauſe 1 Will do this unto thet , prepare 
to meet thy God O [ſrael, Amos 4. 12, 

A ſecond lettor hiaderance to Prayer is, wandring 
thoughts, Fer. 4, 14. O feruſalem waſh thine heart 
from Wickedneſs, that thow maiſt be ſaved, how lons 
ſhall thy vain thoughts lodg within thee ? Therefore take 
no thought ſaying ; what ſhall we eat, or what ſhall 
we drink, or wherewith ſhall we be cloathed ? bur- 
ſeek ye firſt the Kingdom of God, and his righteoul- 
neſs, and all theſe things ſhall be added unto you, 
M at. 6. 33, 33. 

The third lett to Prayer is boſom (in, or pleaſant 
delight in ſome ſecret lu{t, P/al. 66. 8, If [regard ini- 
quity in my heart God will not hear me. Joſh. 7.8, 9. 10, 
Il. The Lord ſath to Foſhna, get thee up, where- 
fore lieſt thou thus upon thy face ,, 1ſratl have ſinned, they 
have alſo tranſgreſſed my Covenant, Which 1 have com- 
manaded them ; for they have taken of the accurſed thing, 
and have alſe ſtolen and diſſembled; and they have put 
it alſo among their own ſtuff , therefore they could nt. 
ſtand before their Enemies, but turned their backs, This 
good man foſbna in Chap 10. 12. at another time is 
ſo preyalenc at prayer, that the Sun and Moon ſtands 
ſtill; yet nowin his ſeventh Chapter, becauſe there is 
ſome boſom fin in the Camp, he cannot prevail till 
this is removed. - 

A fourth lett is, want of reconciliation to brethren, 
Mat. 5.23, 24. Therefore if thou bring thy gift to the 
Altar, and there remembre#t that thy brother hath onght 
againſt thee ,, leave there thy gift before the Altar, aud 
firſt go and be reconciled to thy brother, Mat. 6. 12. For+ 
give us our debts as we forgive our debters;, but if you 
forgive not men their treſpaſſes, neither will your Father 


forgive ye your treſpaſſes- E A 
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A fifch letc is deſpairing doubts of being anſwered, 
Zam.1, 5,6. If any man lack wiſdom, let him ask it 
of Ged that giveth to all liberally, and upbraideth not ; 
and it ſhall be given him; but let him ask in faith, no- 
thing doubting , for be that wavereth is like a wave of 
the (ea, driven with the wind , and toſſed ; let not that 
man think he ſhall receive any thing at the hand of the 
Lord. Whatſtever ye ſhall ask, in my name, believe that 
Je ſhall receive it , and ye ſhall receive it , Mark 11. 
24- R 
We ſhall now ſpeak of Helps to Prayer ; for faith 
ſome, I would, but I cannot pray, I want words, all 
thaticando is to l1gh, for a Help to this. 

Firſt, labour to get a feeling of the neceflity and 
excellency of Prayer, fo as that thy heart goeth un- 
der a grievous burthen, becauſe thou canſt nor pray, 
Fer. 5.3. O Lord, are not thine eyes upon the truth, thou 
haft ſtricken them, but they are not grieved. Here the 
Prophet complains , that chough Iſrael are ſtricken , 
ſmicten, and aftlifted, yer they have not prieved ; 
clearly implying, chat a grieved , burthened ſtate ar 
the ſenſe of want, isa fair itep in the way to obtain 
lupply, P/al. 38 4, 6. For mine iniquities are gone over 
my head, as a heavy burthen, they are too heavy for me ;, 1 
am troubled, I am bowed down greatly , caſt thy burthen 
pon the Lord, and he ſhall ſuſtain thee, Plal. 55. 22: 

Secondly, (tudy much how to get deep ſenſe of your 
our great wants of Gods daily rg All my ſprings 
are in thee ,, Without me you can do nothing : For im him 
We live, move, and have our being. AQs 17. 27, 28. 

Thirdly , Conſider God hath provided no way for 
you to acquaint him with your wants, but prayer, and 
if you cannot pray, bow will you make your wants 
Known to God, Phil, 4.6. In every thing by prayer and 
ſwupplication with thanksgiving, let your requeſts be'made 

=: | known 
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known unt+Ged, 2 Chron: 26. Vzzia ſought God in the 
dayes of Ezra, and as long as he ſought the Lord, God 
made him to proſper : Gall upon me in the day of trouble, 
and 1 will deliver thee , and thow ſhalt plorifie me, Plal, 
50. 15, Hol, 5-15. 

Fourthly, Conſider that all your outward mercies 
become bleſlings through Prayer, 1 Tim. 4+ 5, 6. For 
every creature of God is good, if it be received with thanks» 
giving, for it 1s [anftified by the Word of God and Pray* 
er : Give us this day onr daily bread; When feſus had 
made the multitude fit down upon the —-_ he looked 
up to heguen, and gave thanks ; or ſaid grace, asthe 
old tranſJacions read it. 

Ffthly, Conſider what a miſerable condition will 
yours be, if caſt into the Lions Den, Whales Belly, or 
Stocks, 1f you cannot pray : T hey porred out their ſup- 
plications when thy chaſtning was upon them. _. 

Sixthly, Intrear Jeſus Chriſt to teach you to pray, 
Luke 11.1, Andit came to paſs, as he was praying in 
a certain place, when he ceaſed , one of his Diſciples ſaid 
unto him, Lord, teach ns to pray, as Fohn alſo taught hs 
Diſciples : as the Lord commands us to do, ſo he mult 
help vs to Pray Ezehk. 36. 37. 

But I ſhall cloſe this with a brief Caution about the 
praRtical part of Prayer, beſeeching you that you 
would labour wich all your might, after theſe few 
things, | 

Firſt, Get your hearts poſſeſt wit a reverent eſtima- 
tion of the great and gracious priviledge of Prayer, 
that ſuch a great Lord God Almighty, Kingof Kings, 
Maker of heaven and earth, ſhould admit ſuch a creep- 
ing worm as thee and me , and leſs than this, fuch a 
polluted and undone miſerable creature to approach {9 
nigh ſuch a Glorious preſence, think [t:1] oh what a 
favour is this, 

E 2 Secondly, 
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Secondly, Never beraſh in adventuring into ſuch a 
Glorious preſence in the a& of Prayer, deliberate, 
ponder, recall, and recolle& thy ſeit before thou go 
down tothy knees, whicher , and whv, and before what 
a great Majeſty thou art now goirg co plead for thy 
life, and the life of chy Relations, and aboye all for 
the ſouls of all, that they may not everlaſtingly miſ- 
' carry. Who will ſuffer the Chyrurgion to cur off his 
arm withouc great deliberation; ſhall we be leſs con- 
cerned co approach the Preſence of God! O Chriſtians, 
give your ſelves not only time for the Duty, but alſo 
time to prepare for the Duty , Call home your wan- 
dring thoughts, ſet thy hearcin order for thy duty be- 
fore thou fall upon thy duty, by ſuch means you ſhall 
not onely pray but prevail. 

Thirdly, Pray without ceaſing, that is, get into the 
habit of prayer, be alwayesin a praying frame, pray 
at work, pray at meat, pray when thou walkeſt by the 
way, (itcing by the fire, pray at going to bed, and at 
up riſiog in the morning, pray alwayes, and in all 
things prayer is one of Gods preat lights in this 
World, which he expe&s his Children ſhould keep al- 
wayes burning, unto which great light let me beſeech 
you watch every opportunity to add the oyl of read 
ing chis will make it buro much clearer, it is undoubt- 
edly one great preparative to ſolemn family, and clo- 
ſer prayer, that we firlt read ſome bleſſed portion of 
holy Scripture, ever remembring that good ſaying of 
Davids Plilm 1 19. 105. Thy word is a lamp unto my 
feet and a light unto my path. | | 

Fourthly and laſtly, when youriſe from your knees, 
and ceaſe the att of prayer, then bumbly in faith ex- 
pet and wait for the return of prayer; do not ina for- 
mal manner run over a formal prayer, remembring 
what you have prayed for no longer than wane in the 

| . ſervice, 
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ſervice; 1t is good for a man both to hope and alſo quietly 
wait for Gods ſalvation; many it is certainly evident miſs 
the end of their prayers, becauſe they do not hope and 
wait with inward thirſt for a return, David was much 
of a contrary frame, Afy ſoul waiteth for the Loyd more 
than they that watch for the morning, I ſay more thav 
they that watch for the morning. Let us be at no reſt 
ſhorr of this frame, P/al. 130.6, 


CHAP. VIIL 
Shewing the great Decay to Chriftianity, when mindleſs 
to reading in the holy Scriptures ; with fix Calamities 
very obſervable , which Scripture ignorance brings : 
Frwing alſo the bleſſed priviledges f thoſe that have 
the Scripture , with a confutation of that Atheiftical 


ſtyle that the people called Dnakerss put upon them. 


SIGN VIII. 
Hen reading the holy $criptures is more 
burthenſome than delightful. 

When Iſrael w1s pleaſed to chooſe them a Kinp, 
God is pleaſed to ſer him his work, leſt they loſe their 
end, and God loſe his honour, | 

And it ſhall come to paſs , when he ſhall fit upen the 
T hyone of his Kingdom, that he ſhall write him a Copy of 
Goas Law in a Bock, and it ſpall be with him, and he 
ſhall read therein all the dayes of his life , that he may 
learn to fear the Lord his God, that his heart be not lifted 
up above his brethren. In like manner when 7oſhbas 
enters upon the Government, he hath this charge from 
God, that the Book of the Law ſhould not"depart 
out of bis mouth , but he muſt meditate therein-day 
and night , that he mighe obſerve to do according ts 
all that's written, rhen ſhould he make his way 


rous, and have good ſucceſs, And when King David 
| declare 
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declares who is the bleſſed man. He is one that delights 
in the Law of the Lord, making it his meditation day 
and night. This premiſed, diſcovers moſt precious 
worth attainable throngh Scripture reading , and if 
need were might call for a multitude more witneſſes, 
both from Scripture and Experience : But it being not 
ſo much my proper work to afſerr Scripture Excellen- 
cy ; as to ſhew and prove that Chriſtian to be dying 
to Chrift, that is not delightfully taken up with read- 
ing Gods Word, I ſhall therefore proceed in a plain 
method. | 

Thus, where delight to reading grows low , there 
negligence to reading muſt needs grow high , there 
decay grows great, and ſuch muſt decline in their ſpi- 
ritual eſtate , this negligence bringing with it much 
ignorance, and fo covers the eyes and hearts of ſuch 
as with a veil, ſoas that they cannot fo ſee as the 
ſpiritual growing man ſces, Gods P:ecepts how they 
command him, Gods Promiſes how they uphold him, 

Gods threatnings how awfully they perſwade him , 
the Scripture bzing his Treaſury or Storehouſe, trom 
whence he is made able through «che ſpirirs help to 
withſtand the fiery darts of the wicked one, ſaying 
after Chriſt:Jefus his Captain, thus and thns it is writ - 
tex. Itis evident to the meaneſt capacity, that doth 
but conſider, how preat incapacity all ſuch muſt needs 
bein, to underſtand and reſiſt the manifold rempta- 
tions and wiles of rhe evil one, except they be well 
acquainted with Gods holy Word, thit hath in itar- 

mour for the whole man, with dire&ions how to pur 

iton ; Tenorance therefore here muſt make ſore deſo. 
lation, and bring as I humbly conceive upon perſons, 
theſe fix Calamities. 

Firit, Ie maſtes you in a wilderneſs when ſickneſs 
and. affliction comes, becauſe you will not men 
an 
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and why they come. Sickneſs and Afflition are of two 
ſorts inward and outward , inward are ſuch as ſeize 
upon the mind, as a judgment cauſed by the perfons 
upon whom they come, //4.6. 9, 10.” Ana he ſaid, go 
and tell this people , hear ye indeed but underſtand not ; 
ſee ye indeed, bat perceive not, make the heart of this peo= 
ple fat, and make their ears heavy, and ſhut their eyes, 
leſt they ſee with their eyes, and hear with their ears, and 
underitand with their heart, and convert and be healed. 
SoRom.1.21.28 Becanſe that when they knew God, they 
glorificd him not as God, neither were they thankful, but 
became vain in their imaginations, and their fooliſh heart 
was darkned : And even as they did not like to retain 
God in th:ir kno\pledge, God gave them over tod repro= 
bate mind, to dy thoſe things which are not convenien 
For this cauſe God ſpall ſend thrm ftrons deluſion, that 
they ſhonld believe a lie, that they all might be dammed 
who believed not the truth, bat had pleaſure in unrighte» 
ouſneſs. Now ſuch fore judgments as theſe are come 
upon and procured by many, who turn the grace of 
God into wantonneſs, profeſſing to be moſt ſpiritual, 
live as the almoſt moſt carnal, lirtle minding (becauſe 
greatly ignorant ) of thoſe ſpiritual cauſes they may 
run into, to the bringing upon themſelves ſuch ſpiri- 
tual judgments or fickneſſes and afliRions as theſe. 
And indeed how comes it to paſs, that ſuch aMiRti- 
ons are not feared, before they come to the provok- 
ing ſuch to walk fo as they may prevent their coming, 
bur ignorance of the Scripture? they not converling 
often with them, to the well informing themſelves, 
what judgments may come on their minds, and what 
are the Caifſes God afligns of their coming , ſo asto 
be 1n trembling and dread continually, to the Keeping 
themſelves our of that channel, where ſuch bitter wa- 
ters run, | 
E 4. Again, 
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Again, there are outward fickneſles and afflitions, 
and they are ſuch as theſe, Dexz. 28, 58, 59, 60. If 
thow wilt not obſerve to do all the words of this Law, that 
are written in this Bsok,;, that thou maiſt fear this glori 
ous and fearful Name, the Lord thy God; T hen the Lord 


- will make thy plagues wonderful, and the p'agues of thy 


ſeed, tven great plagues, and of long continuance , fore 
fickneſſes and of long continuance : Moreover he will bring 
pon thee all the diſeaſes of Egypt , which thou waſt a- 
fraid of, and they ſhall cleave unto thee, Levit,26.15,16. 
If ye ſhall deſpiſe my ſtatutes, and if your ſonl ſhall abhor 
my judgments, that you will not ao them, bat that you 
break my Covenant , 1 alſo will do this to you, I will e- 
ven appoint over you Terror, Conſumption, and the burn- 
ing Ague, that ſhall conſume their eyes, and cauſe ſorrow 
of beart ;, and ye ſhall ſow your ſeed in vain, for your E- 
wemies ſhall eat it. But ſhall ſpeak fully co the Cau- 
ſes of Affliction in the twenty ſecond Sign, and there- 
fore proceed no further here, but come to the ſecond 
Calamity, that Scripture ignorance brings. 

Secondly, that your uneven walking with God may 
bring upon your ſelves death before its time, This 
Particular is proved thus; Long lite promiſed to the 
"obedient, Exod. 20. 12. Honour thy Father and thy 
Mother, that thy dayes may be long in the land, which 
the Lord thy God giveth thee, Allo Deur, 32. 46. 47. 
Set your hearts to all the words which I teſtifie am:ng you 
this day, and command them your Children , for it 15 nit 
mn vain, becanſe that through this thing, (mark that) 
Je ſhall prolong your dayes in the land, whither ye go over 
snto Forge 70 poſſeſs it. This is alſo proy:d by the con- 
trary, which comes upon the diſobedient, Det. 11, 

16, 17. Take heed to your ſelves, that your heart be not 

feceived, and ye thrn aſide and ſerve other Gods, and 

then the Lords wrath be kindled againſt you, and ye 4 X 
7h 
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hh quickly from off the good land, which the Lord giveth 
hat on f I hd Bat it ſhall not be well with the wick- 
ed , neither ſhall he prolong his dayes, which are as a ſba- 


* . dow, becauſe he feareth not before God. So Chap. 7.17. 


Be not over much Wicked, neither be thow fooliſh, why 
ſhonldeſt thou die before thy time ? 

Thirdly, by means of Scripture Ignorance you can- 
not know to ask in faith the things you want for ſoul 
or body, that is, you will not know where to be ab- 
ſolute or politivein your asking, and where to be ſub- 
miſfive and conditional in your asking : Now the Scrip- 
ture gives directions as to the putting up petitions to 
God, and men may eaſily erre by not obſerving them, 
Gen.32.26, And he ſaid (to wit the Angel) Let me go for 
the day breaketh , and he anſwered , (to wit Jacob) 7 
will not let thee go, except thou bleſs me. So Exod. 32. 
12. Wherefore ſhould the Egyptians ſay, for miſchief 
did he bring them out to ſlay them in the Mountains, 
and to conſume them from the face of the earth, Turn 
from thy fierce wrath, and repent of this evil againſt thy 
people So Acts 12. 5. Peter therefore was kept im priſon, 
but prayer Was made without ceaſing unto God for him, 

By theſe Scriptures we may obſerve, that to be 
conditional or indifferent in our asking, when God 
may be diſhonoured by denying, is not good ; there- 
fore in this caſe, may a man coming in Gods way, 
be bold to ask pardon of his {1ns, peace to his conſci- 
ence, power over his corruptions without condition : 
in ſuch caſe, gracious and humble reſolutions to have 
no denial, greatly liked God, and ſuits with his will, 
Iſa 62 6,7. I have ſet watchmen upon thy walls, O 
feruſalem , which ſtall never hold their peace day nor 
night , you that make mention of the Lord, keep not ſilence 
till he eftabliſh and make feruſalem a praiſe in the earth. 
But obſerve, inall caſes Petitions putting up, muſt _ 
aug 
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thus be framed, A#s 21.14. And when he world net bt 
perſwaded , we ceaſed , ſaying, the will of the Lord he 
done. So Rom. 1.9, 10 For God is my Witneſs, whom 
T ſerve with my ſpirit in the Goſpel of his Son, that With- 
ont ceaſing I make mention alwayes of you in my prayers , 
making requeſt, if by any means 1 might noWw at length 
have a proſperous journey, by the Will of God, (mark that) 
fo come to you. SO Jam-4.15. For that ye ought to ſay, if the 
Lord will, we ſball live and dv this or that : 1 ſhall leave 
this co conſideration,and proceed to the 4 Calamity. 
Fourthly, Negligence to Reading w:ll make you ig- 
norant wherein you may prevent the preſence and 
comforts of Gods holy ſpirit, that is, that God may 
either tak? away his Spirit from ({triving with you, or 
you away from his Spirit, /1y ſpirit ſhall not. al\wayes 


. fPrive, Gen. 6.3. 1 Sam. 16. 14. But the ſpirit of the 


Lord departed from Saul , and an evil ſpirit from the 
Lord troubled him. Pſal. 51.7. T ake not thy ly ſpirit 
from me. Neh. 9g 30 Yet many years didit thou for- 
bear them , ana teſtifiedſt againſt them by thy ſpirit in 
thy Prophets yet wonld they not give ear ;, Therefore 
gaveſt thou them into the hands of the people of the Land : 
B ut they rebelled and vexed his holy ſpirit ; therefore 
was he turned to be their enemy, and fought againſt them. 
By theſe Scriptures we may ſee, that the holy Spirits 
company may be put away from us through ungraci- 
ons walking, 

Fifchly , Negligence in Scripture will make you ig- 
norant, that there is a Legion of evil Angels waiting 
hourly to take advantage againſt you; no ſooner in 
the Text but now mentioned, had the good Spirit lefr 
Saul, but anevil Spirit comes upon him, 2 Chron 18. 
I9, 20,21, And the Lord ſaid who ſpall intice Ahab ? 
preſently there came out 4 $p.rit and ſaid, 1 will intice 
him, and be a lying Spirit in the month of all his hs" 

OD, 


%* 
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Job. 1. 6. There was a day when the Sons of God Came 
to preſent themſelves before the Lord, and Satan came 
alſo among them ; and lo ſoon as Poſhna is ſtanding be- 
fore the Angel of God, Satan is got at his right hand to 
refit him. Now ignorance that there is a Legion, or 
very many evil Spirits waiting all advantages and op- 
portunities to do us hurt, occalions many to be ſecure 
where and when they have no cauſe, and fo their 
feet come tobe inſnared in by-paths to their ſhame, 
and ſorrow, let us therefore be ſo ſtaudious in Scrip- 
ture, as to ſay in truth with the holy Apoſtle, 2 Cor. 
2, 10, 11. To Whom ye forgive any thing, 1 forgive al- 
ſo, leſt Satan ſhould get an advantage of us , for we are 
not ignorant of his devices, : Clearly noting, how care- 
ful this good man was to keep the temprcer at greateſt 
diſtance, while perſons are not ſenſible chat they are 


continually attended with wicked Spirits, that ſeek to 


enſnare them, by drawing them aſide from God, they 
ſhill be the oftner captivaced, and ſo in their ſpiritual 
eſtate in great danger to bz ſpoiled , hen the_ unclean 
Spirit is gone out of a man, he walketh through arie pla- 
ces, ſeeking reſt, and findeth none ; then he returns to bis 
houſe, [or heart ] from whence he came out, and finding 
it empty, ſwept , char is, delticute of the good Spirits 
compuny , then goeth he and takes with him ſeven more 
wicked Spirits than himſelf , and enters in, and dwells 
there, Mat. 12.43, 44. Hence it is clear that evil Spi- 
rits both wait advantages, and take them where they 
find ſuit»ble ſubjeRs to be gaining upon. But 1 pals 
= and come to thelaſt Calamity which negligence 
"ings. 
Sixthly, It makes you ignorant that you may hin- 
der Gods holy Spirit from working any effeual good 
upon you, This may poſlily ſeem {irange to femme, 
thatthe good purpoſes of Gods good Spirit upon any 
may 
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may be by them hindered ; but if ic be conſidered 
well, it need not be ſtrange, for if the workings of che 
holy Spiric were unreſiltable, then few if any cou!d be 
ungodly ; it ſtrove much with the old World, and yer 
they were not worthy to be ſaved from the Deluge, 
and ſtriving need not be where there can be no reſfiſt- 
ing. Again the holy Spiric was much grieved with 
T1ſraels ſtubbornnes, teſtifying againſt chem many years, 
Neh. g. yet would they nor give year; how couldic 
be ſaid che Spirit grieved at their withſtanding, if they 
could not withſtand ? T wrw ye at my reproof, and 1 will 
pour out my Spirit upon you, and make known my 
words unto you , but ye have ſet at nonght all my conn. 
fel, and would none of my reproof : In all their affiition 
he was affiitted, and the Angel of his preſence ſaved them, 
but they rebelled and vexed his holy Spirit ; therefore 
{mark that) he was turned to be their enemy. Now if 
the workings and ſtrivings of the holy Spirit, were 
unreſiſtable, certainly 7ſ-ae/ with whom it ſo ſtrove, 
being ſo bemoaned of God for their rebellion , nei- 
ther could nor would haye ſo withſtood him. How 
ſhall [ give thee upO Ephraim ? | How ſhall I deliver thee 
O Iſrael? how ſhall 1 make thee as Adama or Zeboim ? 
my heart is bot within me, my repent ings are kinaled toge- 
ther ; Would it not be blaſphemy ro ſay, that Gods 


'thus bemoaning was not real? it isalcogether certain, 


chat the very heart of Gudis ſet out in theſe expreſ. 


' ons, 


But before I conclude this Sign, I ſhall, God aſliſt- 
ing, take liberty to ſpeak a little to the bleſſed privi- 
ledge of ſuch as have the Holy Scripture , and how 

ood it is they knew. the worth of this Priviledge ; 
or a Jewel is not valued by the ignorant at its worth , 
chough there be great'and real worth in the Scrip- 


cures, yet to the depraved underſtanding they are _ 
ed: 
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ed : And what Nation is ſo great (faith good Moſes) 
that hath Statutes and Judgments ſo righteous as all 
this Law which I ſet before you this day. The holy 
Scriptures, ſaith a good man, are the Inditement of 
the Holy Ghoſt, full of :nfinite wiſdom and eloquence, 
containing in them the very heart of God; They are 
the Saints Counſellors and Comforters in the Houſe 
of their Pilgrimage : Therefore it is not only our 
duty to read them, bur our great Priviledge and wn- - 
ſpeakable happineſs that we have them to read. Better 
ſaich one want the Light of the Su» than the /ight of 
the holy Scriptures, Who ever told the world that our 
Lord Feſus Chriſt died for ſinners, yea the worlt of 
ungodly ones but the Scripeares, It is not that ſome 
fondly fancy of a light within, that ever did or could 
lead, to the certain belief, that rhere was one Jeſus of 
Nazareth, a man approved of God , mighty in word 
and deed, taken by wicked hands and ſlain, or made 
an offering for (in. The Lord hath laid pon him the 
iniquity of #s af. As 0ne worthily hath ſaid you have 
in the Scripture matter for every condition, there is 
—_— for the wounded, wiſdom for the fooliſh, 
ſtrength for the weak, ſight for the blind, feet for the 
lame, yea help in all conditions for the helpleſs : In 
a word , there is Phyſick ro be had for the diſeaſed 
ſoul, and a Cordial for the fainting ſoul , Had not thy 
Law been my Counſellor, I had then periſhed in my affii- 
ftion, how ſweet are thy words to my taſte , yea ſweeter 
than honey tomy mouth, more to be deſired are they than 
gold, yea than much fine gold. Moreover by them is thy 
ſervant Warned, and in keeping thereof is great reward, 
Pſa. 19. 10, 119. 72. 103. Now this will moſt evi. 
dently appear to be a bleſſed priviledge, if we do bur 
conſider the conſequence of Scripture Ignorance; My 
people are deſtroyed for want of knowledge , yeerre (faith 
our 


60 Signs of a Dying or Decaying Chriſtian. 
our Lord Jeſus) not knowing the Scriptures. Under- 
fhandeft thou mhat thou readeſt. Search the Scriptures 
for in them ye think to have eternal life, and they are they 
that teſtifie of me. And he opened their underſtandings, 
that they might underſtand the Scriptures, We have 
a bleſſed Story in the 11.0f As 24. 28. of a certain 
Jew named Apoltos, born at Alexandria, an eloquent 
man and mighty in the Scriptures , for he nightly 
convinced the Jews , and that publickly ſhewing by 
the Scriptures, that Jeſus was the Chriſt , ſo that the 
holy Apolile St, Pax! faith, for whatſoever things were 
written aforetimes were written for our learning, that 
we through patience and comfort of the Scriptures 
might have hope. The like Teſtimony we have in T- 
mothy, the ſecond Epiitle, and che third Chapter, and 
the 16, and the 17 verſes : All Scriptare i given by the 
inſpiration of God , and is prohiable for doctrine , 
for reproof, for correQion, for inſtruticn in righte- 
ouſneſs : Wherefore is the Scripture thus given, (n ark 
it warily) to this great end, that the man of God 
may be perfet, chroughly furniſhed unto all good 
works, T his eſteem had good fb, and good David 
of the Scriptures, they were more to them than their 
neceſſary food yea, than thouſands of gold and ſilver ; 
therefore bleſſed is he that readeth and underſtandeth 
the ſayings of this b/eſſed book. How may this _ 
rebuke that Atheiltical Spiric riſen in our dayes, that 
puts ſuch an undervaluing ſtyle upon the holy Scrip- 
tures, calling upon perſons to go to the light within 
for lite, and telling chem he is not here (meaning in 
the Scriptures) bur is rifen, that's 4 dead letter, rhus 
undermining or pouring contempt upon the higheſt 
Bl:ſſing and Priviledge that ever the world had on 
this (ide the Lord of Life, Bur ar the fame time put 
a bigh value upon their owa Atheiſtical Pamphiers : 


Signs of a Dying or Decaying Chriſtian. 6x 
Do but read the Titles they give the one and the Title 
they give the other , what is the Holy Scripture, a 
A DEADLETTER, that is its name; A three 
and ſixpenny piece : What are their Pamphlets names, 
LOVE TO THE LOST, or a hand held forth 
to the helpleſs. The Ancient of dayes is come. The 
meaſuring Reed of the Lord : The Morning watch : 
Seven T hunders uttering their voices ; A Meſſage ſent 
forth from the riſen ſeed of God : The neW Creation 
brought forth : Beams of eternal brightneſs : The Trum- 
| pet of the Lord ſounding forth : T he Braſen Serpent lifted 
up : A Salutation from the breathings of life : A ten» 
der Viſitation of the Fathers love to all the eleRt Chil. 
dren : Atrue light ſhining in Ezgland : The everlaſt- 
ing Rule born witneſs unto : The Banner of love : The 
ſcattered Sheep ſought after.: Joyful tydings to the 
begotten of Godin all ; The everlaſting Goſpel of Re« 
pentance and remiſlion of fins held forth ; A dore 0- 
pened to the impriſoned ſeedin the World ; A gene- 
ral Epiltle ro the Aſſembly of the Firſt born ; The 
true and everlaſting Rule, &c. 


CHAT 1% 
Shewing that an itching ear in Chriſtians after Novelties, 
beſpeaks them decaying to goalineſs , with four Remes 


aies againſt it. 


SIGN IX, 
Hen you are mighty inquiſitive after 
Novelties, or new things, rather than 
wholſome Do@Grine. 

This Sign is too to0 common amongſt Profeſſors, 
and commonly ariſeth from ſome diſlike that they 
take, becanſe things go not juſt as they wyl have 
them , after the light of their own eyes, ſuch may 
know 
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know themſelves, or at leaſt be known by their in. 
ſtability or running from one thing to another , as So- 
lomon faith , given to change, no longer contented 
than while they are proſecuning ſome notion or other, 
that hath in ic the face of new, and if with their no- 
tion they prove to be accepted, then perhaps quieted 
for a while, till ſome other new conceit take them , 
bur if not accepted, then they ſwell ſo big, that the 
bounds of the Church are too (trait to hold chem, And 
ſure from hence hath riſen the multitude of dividings 
in opinion , that now are on foot in our Land, men 
growing confidently conceited that they are in the 
right, and no reaſon ſhall ſway them , bur if cheir 
offer be rejeRed, then preſently they make a ſchiſm, 
and ſo ſtriving to get a party, crying out of great in- 
juſtice, as though cruth were onely in them, and wich- 
itood becauſe their Notion is withſtood. All this 
while the great end of Church being, and Ordinances 


apfointing (to wit edification) not ſo much as thought 
of, buc forgetting that bleſſed rule of Chriſt Jeſus belt 
followers (who decame all things co all men that they 
might gain the more) drive on furiouſly, and come 
what will come inthe iſſue, all muſt preſently be as 
they {ce,or elſe they will be gone, whereas God knows 
if _y were narrowly looked into, they would be 
0 


found of the ſimple that are apt to believe every word, 
while the prudent looks well to his goings, not haſty 
to receive, nor haſty to torgo what he hath already 
received. | 

By this I would not be underſtood to palliate men, 
who count others giddy-headed for leaving an old 
Romiſh form, when by God they are otherwiſe per- 
ſwaded, light breaking in, and truth being made ma- 
nifeſt ; but rather indeed would by this give ſuch co 


underſtand , that the drifc of what is here pomen % 
at 
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hath reſpeR to ſuch as in a right conſtituted Church 
cannot be contented ; not in the leaſt encouraging as 
ny others to be contented with falſe ſettlement, igno- 
rantly concluding, that if they change, ic will be to 
ſomething new and not true. Men may change, but” 
it muſt be for the better , yet how apt are perſons to 
be affeRed with changes, that they will change though 
. it be for the worſt : Ar ſuch ſort of people my drift is, it 
being an evil that the Scripture is not wanting to tell 
us of, Ex, 32.in the beginning, while Moſes is but 
abſent for a while from Iſrael, they cry to Aaron to make 
them new Gods, ſaying, that theſe bethy Gods O Iſrael ; 
in like manner, as you may read in mb. 11,6, com- 
pared with 21. 5. Gods own appointment that once 
was welcome to them, now they foath it, while it re- 
mains the ſame from Gods own continued inſtitution, 
yet they were a weary of it, calling it light bread ! 
An unſettled people taken with new things beciufe 
new, and a weary of this though true bread, The Au- 
thor to the Hebrews, chap. 13.8, o ſeems to rebuke 
ſuch a ſpirit as this, Zeſws Chriſt, the ſame yeſterday, to 
day, and for ever ,, Be not carried away with divers and 
ſtrange Dottrines ; clearly noting, that they were rea- 
dy to bearken after ſomething or other that would 
have tended to their ſubverting, That we henceforth 
be no more Children toſſed too and fro, and. Carried about 
With every wind of deftrine, (note that) by rhe ſlight of 
men , and cunning craftineſs , whereby they lie in wait 
to deceive ;, but growing up into himin all things, which 
is the head even Chriſt, All which premiſed beſpeaks 
Profeſſors care to be how they may ſtand wnwoveable, 
abiding, and abounding in the Way of the Lord, and not 
to be ſoon moved in their minds from their ſanding, 
becauſe of ſome new ſpiric that ſeems to proffer 2t 


ſelf, 
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As a help therefore againſt this decay , I would 
humbly offer three or four direRtions, and ſo conclude 
this Sign 

Tha you would pray often for Gods leading before - 
you take.upon his Profeſljon ; Religion is a boly tye or 
Land-mark,a ſetting bounds to a mans wayes, ſquaring 
them by, and ordering them according to the written 
Word of God: Take away the Scriptures , and you 
take away Religions viſible Rule : When the que- 
tion was propounded by what means may a young 
man cleanſe his way, it was anſwered in the ſame 
ſpirit, By taking heed thereto according to thy 
Word. As many as walk according to tbis Rule peace 
be on them : Jt js a bleſſed Antidote againſt that 
ſpirit of diſtration thar attends msny in being ſo 
curious and inquiſitive after. Novelties ( that they 
run hither and thither like Noahs Dove, reſtiog no 
where) to pray often that God-would ſettle and fla- 
bliſh them inhis truth ; when God leads the Soul af- 
ter himſelf, he openeth the wnder/fanding, and greatens 
the delire-after the good things to come, and this 
leſſens the deſire-after thoſe fading good things preſent, 
that our-hearts may be ſtabliſhed with grace, and nor 
with meat, that is, with the valuable worth of.what is 
durable, and-nor co be taken up. with whar at its beſt 
ſtate 1s alcogetber vanity, O Chriſtians! be often 
therefore upon your kyees with God, that he would or- 
der your ſteps according to_ his word , make good 
David your Pattern for this, P/al, 119 '34:'Give me 
anderſtanding, and 7 ſhall keep thy Law, yea, I ſhall 0b- 
ſerve it with my whole heart, | | 

2, As well hear and duly conſider what can be ſaid 
againſt what.you are about to,receive, as what can.be 
ſaid for it. This will but tend to your ftrengthening 


in what is truth ; Our Ape is an inquiſitive Age ; 


many 


/ 
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tnany run to.andfro, that knowledge is encreaſt and 
in the mouth of Babes : God doth ordain praiſe; 
therefore the World is now nearer to its end, and Sa- 
thans malice growing more as his time groweth ſhorter; 
ſo that now he doth transform himſelf into an Angel 
of light, and hath his Agents at work, to cauſe, if poſ- 
ſible, many perſons to {tumble and fill by being too 
ſodainly taken with what comes in their way, thar is, 
neither duely weighing for nor againſt, like our Pro- 
verb, Early ripe, and early rotten, that is, taken with a 
new thing, becauſe new, without pondering how far 
true; if a man fall in truchs way, and cloſe there, it 
doth not commend the nobleneſs of his wiſdom ; 
though truth be taken, if be fell in with it upon too 
zonoble tearm}, What makes ſo many in our diyes 
tulf! the Apoſtles words, Gal. 1,6. 7 marvel that you 
are ſo foon removed from him that called you into the 
grate of Chriſt to another 4 990 Whartis the m:cter? 
Did you not fully conſider what a yaluable truth you 
at fil made your choice? When any one heareth the 
word of the Kipgdom , and #nderſtandeth it not, what 
is in the extent, or to its worch, ſeeth not that Jewel 
init that would make any ſinner /e{ all for its price , 
ſuch are quickly off:nded, and ſo ſdon turned alide 
and yet at the firſt heard the word, and with joy re- 
ceivedir ; but raindeſcended, floods came , and the 
winds of perſecution blew upon them, ſo that by and 


'by, or in a ſhort ſpace Oe) are offended , and turn 
c 


aſide : Now the Spirits counſel is expreſs that we prove 
all things , and then hold faff that which is good, He 
that goes to build, and conſiders not the coſt, whether 
he have ſufficient to finiſh, may meet with that Goſſel 
Proverb : This man began to build, but wasnor able 
to finiſh; this makes ſo many too carly eſpouſed ina 
marriage cye curri extravagant ; they conſider not the 

2 tou cllarge 


66 Signs of a Dying or Decaying Chriſtian. 
charge of a Family, the loſs of children, the coſt of 
ſicknefle, the thouſands of neceſſities that a domeſtic k 
tate would call for beyond a ſingle life : Thus the 
burden grows too heavy, being not from forewarn'd 
fore-arm'd, whilſt he that tried all things conlidered 
the coſt, counted up beforehand what hath hapned, had 
made ic his free choice, takes up his croſs, like the 
00d Mother quickly reconciled with a morning ſmile 
from her dear Babe, as a ſufficient compenſation for 
the laſt nights toyl. | 

3. Be careful that you be able to warrant every 
principle of your praftice, at leaſt by two or more - 
Texts of Scripture. Let (ſaith the holy Apoſile Paul) 
the word of God dwell in you richly, teaching and 
admoniſhing one another, Experience may be cloud- 
ed, Conſcience may be ſeared, Heart may be hardened, 
underſtanding blinded ; but ſtill che Law is lighe, the 
Word of God abideth for ever. Our bleſſed Lord that 


wanted not other arguments to damp the Tempter, + 


beſides the Scriptures, yet becauſe that is a ſure . 
and infallible teſtimony , he flyes thither for wea- , 
pons to encounter Satan withall,ſtill replying, It is writ- 
ren, it is Written, it is written, Matt. 4 4-7, 10. the 
ſme reply to three great and ſeveral temptations plain 
ly ceacbing this to Chriſtians, as the ſureſt rule in the 
hour of temptation to fly unto. For this cauſe the 
ly Scriptures are rightly ſtil'd the Spirits Sword, 
Eph, 6. 17. and take the ſword of the ſpirit, which is the 
word of God When the Diſciples hearts were heavy, 
and filled with ſorrow about Chriſts Paſſjon, how 
doth he ſeek to comfort and ſtrengthen them , (bur 
with this Cordial) has it is written, and thus it behowed 
Chriſt to ſuffer and to riſe again the third day,” In like 
manner, when our Lord was betrayed, and could have 
called co his help more than twelve Legions of Angels 


(that 
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(that is 6000 foot and 600 horſe after the Reman Ac- 
count) a ſtrength much more than they that took him, 
to have reſcued him , preſently takes ſanRuary here, 
Mat. 26. 54. But how then muſt the Scriptmres be ſub 
filled, that thus it muſt be. O bleſſed Pattern to write 
by in all things thus to ſay.; thus faich the word of 
the Lord, this Scripture tells me, that 1 am a great 


- ſinner, one of the worſt of ſinners, and that except 1 


repent I ſhall periſh for ever. Iris the word of 
that calls me to believe on the Son of God, in whom 
is the life of the World , and he that believeth and is 


| baptized ſhall be ſaved : Ir is the Word of God tells 


me, frait is the gate, and narrow is the wap that lead- 
eth unto life, and he that doth not take up bis Crs 
and follow Chriſt , cannot be his Diſciple, it is this 
Word commands me' not -onely to loye God and my 
Brother, but to love my enemies that do me hurt, and 
though this go greatly againſt the grain of my ſpirit, 
to do good to them that doe evil to me, to give hi 

bread in his ſtrair, that denied me bread in "7 ſtrait ; 


'B. butthis muſt Ido that the Scriptures might be afilled : 
' Bleſs them that curſe yoa, pray for them that deſpitefull 


uſe you and perſecute you. Oh! this is a hard Leflon 
were it not thus written; it is Gods Word, and itis 
God that makesit an eafie Word to me : my proud 
heart neyer would nor could ſtoopto this, did not his 
blefled Word command me fo. Thus Chriſtians in all 
your ſervices let the Word of God go before you, let 
it be your Pillur of Cloud by day, and: your Pillar of 
Fire by night, Namb. 9, 22, when the Cloud reſted 
Iſrael reſted, whether it were two dayes, a moneth, 
or a year, that the Cloud carried upon the Taberna- 


*- cle, the Children of ]1ſrael abode in their Tents and 


journied not, but when it was taken up they journied, 
Th's will make you like or good Builder thar bgged 
L 3Z 


ep, 
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deep , and laid his Fewndation upon a Rock, fo the 
rain, wind, and the flouds came, and beat upon this 
Houſe, bur it fell not, becauſe it was founded upon the 
Word of God. | 

 Fourtbly and laſtly, Would you be delivered from 
this dying ſign of being mighty inquiſitive after new 
things rather chan wholſome doAtrine, then labour as 
far as you are knowers to be ders, Negligence here 
provoketh God to ſuffer a Spirit of error and deep ſleep 
ro fall opon many - To know is a bleſſing, if accom- 
panied with the end wherefore knowledge was given, 
namely to doe, but is a woe when alone; - If you know 
theſe things happy are ye if ye do them. Now I know that 
thou loveſt me, before this tryal thou calledſt me 
Lord God Almighty, and gaveſt me good words, and 
faidt I ſhould be thy God, and thou wouldeſt love 
me, and fear me , but now I know that thou fearelt 
me, thou haſt given a large proof of ic in this, thar 
thou haſt not withheld thy Son, thy only Son J/aac 
whom thou loveſt, from me, but didſt at my word 
take the Lad, the Son of che Promiſe and of thy 
preat affeRtion, and liidſt him upon the A'tar, 
and did(t ſtretch forth thine-hand , and tbokeſt the 
knife to ſlay him for an offering to the Lord, This is 
not onely the (afeſt way to incteaſe in knowledpe, but 
it is a ſure way to have knowledge ſanRified, then 
doth God blefs our lictle ralent of knowledge with itt- 
creaſe, and with comfort, when we pat that little into 
practiſe. - If you know that the ſtate of ſuch and ſach 
of Gods Children are thirſty, naked, fick., and in priſon, 
and be as axcorcerned for them as was Iſrael of old for 
their Brethren in Captivity, it wiil bring apon you the 
like woe. Woe faith the Spitic to them thar are at 
eaſe in' S3vn, Amos 6. 6. that drink wine in Bowls, and 
anvint thetnſelves wich chief ointment, but are nor 
BR” NE | orieved 
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captive with tlie firſt chat goe captive; they ſhall be, 
when God begins to teckon as ſingular ine puniſh. 
ment, as they were in the fin. Ohthar rhis may de of 
uſe co all, thus far, rharthey would cry afrer knowledg, 
and life np their voice for underſtanding; but withat 
to remember the bleſfing is not here*': This work'ig 
imperfet , and will not profit till its fellow be added 
coit, Fam.1-25. But who ſo looketh into the perfelÞ Law 
of liberty, and continaeth therein, he being not 4 forgetful 
heaver but a doer of the work, (mark that) rhis man all 
be bleſt in his ded. Conſider what you read, and che 
bleſſing of God goealong with it, Amen, 


CHAP. X. | | 
Proving us djing to Chriſt, when others ſinnings ave nat 
onr ſorrowings ; with two Remedies againſt this De» 


SIGN X. 
Hen you can hear of foul miſcarriages 
in others, with little 07 no heart re« 


. 
4 


cay 


morſe. 

| That is , When the knowledgeof others finning 
proves not thy forrowing ; where the ' name and ho» 
nour of God lies near a heart, a deep wound muſt 
needs come at the tydings of miſcarriage, and by chis 
moſt certainly may a growing or declining Chriſtian be 
read, and read himfelf if heeded ; for anfwerable to 
the ſpiritual ſenſe or feeling of things, will cheir be- 
haviour be. A-man that is wounded jn his body, is 
more or leſs aſtoniſhed ar it, and amazed by ir, as he 
more or leſs retains his ſenſes, want whereof leſſens 
not the wound, it rather ſhews the danger of ſuch to 
be the greater : Three or four things conſidered muſt 
needs declare, and prove _ Chriſtians not only dy- 
Ft | 4 0g 
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ing but near dead, as can hear of others finning, and 
by no means they themſelves touche with ſorrowing. 
Firſt, the great diſhonour that ſin brings to God, 
the fin of no people diſhonours God ſo much as the 
fin of Profeſſors. Tow have 1 known of all the Families 
of the earth, therefore I wil! puniſh you for all your ini- 
quities, Amos 3. 2. ; 
Secondly , the great reproach it brings upon the 
Goſpel; A man that never profeſt any thing better 
than making it his Trade to (ſin, though his eftate be 
miſerable, yet he profeſſes not better ; but for ſuch as 
take vpon them the name or profeſſion of Jeſus Chriſt, 
and not depart from, or again turn to iniquity, pro- 
yokes the enemies of God to blaſpheme, x Sam. 
I. 12. | 
Thirdly, The lamentable miſery that ſuch bring 
upon- themſelves z There is. more: hope of one thacr 
never madeany profeſſion, the (in of this is next door 
to impoſſibility of redemption from final hardening, 7t 
had been better they had never known the Way of truth, 
than after depart from the holy commandment, 2.Pet,21. 
4. The evil world by ſeeing ſuch fin, are not onely 
tempted to remain in their (inful ſtate, but to glory 
init; for they may think chey do but fin, and ſerve, 
and. pleaſe themſelves; and if Profeſſors ſo do, why 
may not they > Thus the Devil ſecrecly laughs at 
them, and qpenly gets advantage by them , Where- 
fore the ſin of the young men was very great before the 
Lord, for men abhorred the cffering of the Lord. Elies 
Sons that were inthe Prieſt- hood are ſingled out with 
marks of Gods diſpleaſure, as ſinners of a deep dye, 
infomuch that want of ſuitable indignation againſt 
them for their eyil in their Father E/;, who in other 
things was a good man, brings upon him chat, that 
makes the cars of all J/rar/ that beard of it to tingle, 
£5 HR, 1 Sam, 
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1 Sam. 2. 3, 4+ What a plague was brought upon 
thoſe that did evil before the Lord in Moſes time? 
twenty four thouſand ſlain till Phineas in his zeal to 
the Lord Rood up and made an attonement, Numb. 
25. Itis without all queſtion, that the Nations round 
about, were as to the at more wicked and abomina- 
ble, asto the ſame and ſuch like wickedneſs ; yet we 
. do not readof ſuch ſeyerity in God toward them, as 
to thoſe his own people that had ſeen his miracles, and 
bis wonders ; were it not that I feared the wrath of the 
enemie, leſt their adverſaries ſhould behave them. 
ſelves ſtrangely, and ſay our hand is high, and the Lord 
hath not done this, I would ſcatter my people among 
the Nations, but for tempting the wicked to do more 
wickedly : Gods ſeverity ſhould be ſet out againlt his 
own people in bitter charaRers ; this muſt needs ren- 
der ſuch very much dying to Chriſt, that can hear of 
foul miſcarriages in other Profeſſors, and not them- 
ſelves taken wich horrour and aſtoniſhment, My 
bowels , my bowels, I am pained at my heart , becauſe 
thou haſt heard, Oh my ſoul in feruſalem, the ſound 
of the Trumpet, the Alarm of War; ſet a mark, upon 
the fore-heads of the men that ſigh and weep for the abo= 
minations that are done in the middef thereof, Ezekiel 
9. 4. 1 will gather them that are ſorrowful for the ſolemn 
aſſemblies, who are of thee, to whom the reproach of it is 
4 burthen, Zeph, 3. 18, Deth not-the Scripture with 
one conſent deſcribe the growing and declining Chri- 
ſtian by this very mark? the one is ſorrowful, the 0+ 
ther mourns not; it is reported there is fornication a- 
mongſt you, 1 Cor.5- and you are puffed up, and have 
not rather mourned : clearly noting, that this was 
none of their vertues, but indeed an evident coken of 
ſpiritual loſs in them, the contrary being ſo honouray 
 blein Godgaccount, iz, a ſorrowful ſpirit at others 
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mifdoings ptinly prowitig,, thar if & wanting a certairt 
wen v=y 4 Jaws I fhalf come now to offer 
briefly ſome Caufes of this ſpiticuat decay, and ſome 
Remedies to remove or prevent it, and: ſo conclude 
this Sign; | 

Firlt .- want of zeat, that burning ſhining Grace, 
which when accompanied with jadgment, cannot bear 
to ſee or hear of Miſcariages in others, without per- 
ſonal horror; Av ſor! as Moſer carte nigh the Camp, 
dill ſaw the Calf, and dancing that was there, his anger 
waxed hot, and he took tht Calf Which they had made, 
drnid barnt it with fire, ground it to powder, Exod. 32. 
So Phineas ift his zeal to th:Lord, when he (aw the 
evils that were commirced in the Camp , aroſe and 
flew both the man and che woman, and fo the plague 
was ſtaid. 

But ſecondly., want of becoming foye to others e- 
ternal welfare, is a cauſe of our not ſorrowing at their 
finnings; that good man Peremiah, chap. 13. 17. If 
they will not hear, (but perfiſt in their evil way) his 
fol ſhall weep in ſecret places for their pride, Seethis 
alfo in Jeſus Chrift , chat had ſuch love ro periſhing 

ernſulem, That when he was come near and beheld the 
ity, he wept over it, Luke 19. 41: | 

As Remedies apainſt chis decay , Firſt; conſider 
what, a wide breach ir makes in or ſpirittal ſtate, and 
whither in a lictle time, 'ic will bring us ; Repent, or 
elſe 1 will come unto thee quickly, and will fight againſt 
then with the ſwird of my month, Revel. 2. 19. 

Secondly, In order to removing this, do as men do 
that have a deſperate mortal diſeaſe growing upon 
them, if not ſpeedily remedied ; how will they go 
and run, pray and pay, leave no ſtone unturned, no 
means unattempted ? 

_ Even in like fort muſt ſpiritual diſeaſes be looked 
at 
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at and laboured with. Good Nehemiah when he did 
but hear of the AﬀMfictions that his brethren for their 
fin were brought into, it wounds his heart, chap. 1. 45 
And it came to paſs when 1 heard theſe words, that I ſat 
down and wipt, and mourned and faſted certain dayet, 
and prayed before the God  & +> Canſt thon, my 
Chriſtian Brother, hear of foul miſcatriapes in others, 
with little or no heart remorſe ? Art thou as it were 
unconcerned;; Doth not others ſinning prove thy 
wounding ; far from thy heart is this conſideration ; 
How greatly is God diſhonoured , and the ſoul of this 
poor creature endangered and the Enemies of God 
, encoutaged to continue in their impenitent | e- 
Nate. 

Who that believeth in good earneſt that there is a 
ſtate where the worm ſhall never die, and fire never go 
out, that can behold any going towards this eſtate 
haſte, as itwere, and not be like minded to Chriſt Je- 
ſus, who when he was come near poor 7er»ſalem, he 
beheld the City and wept over it, becauſe they knew not 
the ſad Calamity that was coming upon them. Doth 
it not invite pitty co behold or friend crying put with 
bitter cries in a Feaver fit, or fit of the Stone oCollick, 
yea to behold him upon a Rack, broken with # Wheel, 
ſawn aſunder, drawn limb from limb with wild Hor- 
ſes, ſtarved ro death with pining hunger, like the Ca- 
-lamity of 7er=ſatem, where the hands of the pitifhl wo- 
men took and boyled in a pot their tender Childreh, 
they were their meat in the day of Famine. Oh 1 how 
ghaſtly is this to think on, much more to behold, who 

' can refrain from bitter weeping to hear and beboſd 
ſach doleful cries : but what is this to Hef, there is 
. death in death, pain perpetually ; it is not Hel7 onely 
becauſe the greateſt of miſery, and pain, and rormenr 
dwells there, but becauſe it is forever and ever. _— 
| ore 
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fore in beholding or hearingof others miſcariages, we 
are to look upon them through that clear glaſs of a 
Goſpel-like ſpirit, that ſets every ationin its own ſta- 
tion, and then ic will tell us, to mifcarry ina matter 
of eternity is for natyre tolerable, for duration etey- 
al, and ſo the loſs irreparable : My bowels, my bowels, 
1 am pained at my very heart , my heart maketh a noiſe 
in me, I cannot hold my peace, becauſe thou haſt heard, 
O my ſoul, the ſound of the Trampet, the Alarm of Way, 
7er- 4 19. But I ſhall leaye this alſo to conſideration, 
and paſsto the eleaventh Sign of decay in godlineſs. 


CHAP. XI. 


Shewing that unſavoury talking among Chriſtians when 
they meet , proves them earthly minded , with three 
Canſes of this Decay ,, And twelve queſtions to be 
arked whin they meet together, 


SIGN XI. 
Hen in your comings together , your u- 


| ſual talk, is not ſavoury and heavenly, 


Upon various occaſions Chriſtians meet together , 


ſometimes with thoſe that are wringing their hands 
For ſorrow ; ſometimes with thoſe that are clapping 


(as it were) their hands for joy ; ſometimes at the 
Aſſembly, ſometimes at one anothers dwellings : Now 
all comings together Miniſter ' occaſion of talking , 


and will greatly evidence where moſt is each others 
; Treaſure, ir being natural for perſons when they meet, 


by their voice to expreſs whatis the workings of their 
mind; And as the heart is more or leſs heaven-ward, 
ſq certainly will their talk bend more or leſs that way : 
Earthly-minded men when they 'meet, will be carry- 
ing on their trade, counting it matter of duty to pro- 

mote 
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mote whar lieth neareſt their hearts; ſo thoſe thar 
decay to ſpirituals, haviog begun co affe themſelves 
with new Lovers, and fo lofing the ſenſe they once 
had to the beſt things, may be diſcerned now to have 
changed for the worſt, by their unſavoury and earch- 
ly talking, and how advantagious all meetings are to 
the promoting (whatſoever 1s deſigned) none is able 
to expreſs, but ſuch as experimentally make a view 
of it, well conſidering, T hat evil communications cor- 
rupt good manners; Or leſſens a mans hold to the belt 
things, and when that precious time in Chriſtians - 
meeting together is ſo ſpent , that its rather ſpilt like 
water upon the ground, ſuch leaving no ſavour of 
grace behind them, mult needs argue, that they are 
alling, if not fallen from their firit love, beſides the 
diſhonour done to God : great hath been the wrong 
ſuch have done both themſelves and their adherents, 
in publick or private aſſembling, 

What more unpreparing the heart, and — 
the affeRion to the ſpiritual worſhipping of God, 
than either beforehand being in a carnal ſleepy po- 
ſture, or elſe in ſuch unſeaſonable, if not worſe? talk- 
ng (ſome of their Farms, others of their Merchan. 
diſe,) nay perhaps backbiting and whiſperingly opening 
the infirmities of others, tothe ſowing prejudice in 
the hearts of thoſe, that through ignorance and 
weakneſs incline to hear them ; w. on the con- 
trary, ſuch whoſe minds are alwayes carrying about 
with them the contemplating of Gods end, in giving 
opportunity after opportunity , put themſelves with 
trembling care into ſuch imployment (of fil! getring 
or doing goed) as may obtain from their gracious God, 
the approbation of redeeming time : See that good 
Nehemiah: praRiſe for this, he no ſooner meets Ha- 
41, (but what?) 1 acked concerning the eps that had 
= eſcaped, 
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eſcaped, which weye left of the captivity, and envar 
eruſalem ; he js inquiring preſently, how it fared with 
the people of God, and Jeruſalem the City of David, 
and place of his Fathers Sepulcher , and ful near his 
heart their welfare lay , as appears by his hearty af+ 
feRion and affliQtion at the evil tydings, Chap. 1. 4. 
And it came to paſs , when Iheard theſe Words, that 1 
fate down and wept, and mowrned certain aayes, and fa- 
fted and prayed before the Lord God of heaven. I hall 
add another Text, and then proceed to the cauſes of 
this Decay, al. 3-16. T hen they that feared the Loyd 
ſpake often one ts another (but their talking was ſo ſayou- 
ry and fo heavenly) that the Lord hearkned and heard 
it, (yea) and « book of remembrance was writtey before 
him, for thets that feared the Lord, and thought upon 
his Name. | | 
In time of War, when the ſword cuts off þy thqu- 
ſands in a day, is there not great wripging of hands for 
ſorrow, when the teport is come to our knowledge, 
that the mighty are fallen in the gate, ſuch a Father, 
ſuch a Husband, ſuch a Son, ſuch a Brother ? is not this 
our talk wherever we come ? may not oyr trouble be 
read in every countenance, as good NVehemiahs was, 
'when his heart was filled with forrow , bis counte- 
nance was ſo ſad that it could not þe hid from the 
King : Had we not a doleful inſtance of this in the 
time of Longor's late Fire and Plague ? were not thoſe 
doleful times the ſubjeRof all our talk, both to God 
and man? in all our aſſemblings together, what a ſtroke 
did it carry upon our hearts? How was our Pen em- 
ployed to ſend about this dreadful rydings , that fp 
famous a City ſhould 5» three dayes be brought down 
to the dult, and more than ſeaventy thouſand of its In- 
habitants carriedas captives to their long home ? Oh! 
the b;uter cries in the Evening, with which ye 1 
Ai! | 
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ſill Chut up.our doors, Brizg oxt your drad, Bring ont 
our dead, whoſe hearts were not affeRed theo, whoſe 
looks were not dejeted, whoſe tongues were not im- 
ployed when we met together, to be talking as inFoels 
time, they were conumanded to tell their Children, 
and their Children commanded co tell their Children 
to another generation : That which the Palmer worm 
left bath the Locuſt eaten, that which the Locuſt lefe 
that bath the Canker-worm eaten , that which the 
Canker-worm hath left bath the Caterpillar eaten; thar 
which our Sword left did the Fire waſte ; and gba. 
which the Fire left did the Plague ſweep away, both 
perſons and ſubſtance alſo, Now theſe dreadful firoaks 
being ſtroaks void of pitty, ſparing none, the old man 
or he that ſtooped with age, nor yet the man of full 
firengeh, nor yet the babe of dayes , it left the Aorher 
without Child, it left the luctle one without a Mather : 
From hence this became our talk whetherſoeyer we 
went , it was our burden and ſongat Feaſting or Fa» 
ſting, the beginning and cloſe of every Meeting, 

Ob! whats the matter Chriſtians when you meet, 
that your talk is ſo unſavoury, or leſs faxoury thanthis 
was 1n its day; is not your day much more a needful 
day, to have all ics meetings in all the ſpaces thereof 
filled with ſavoury and heavenly talking, where ever 
you 80, a Sword, a Plague, a Fire, a Famine attends 
you, yea theſe in their perfeQion in their bigheſt di- 
menſion. No loſs like your loſs, if you miſs the bleſſed 
end of aſſembling, and ir be notaccompanied with ſa- 
voury talking, of chat City you are or ſhould be always 
looking for, I ſhall cloſe this Sign with the Holy 
Ghoſts own words to the Epheſian Church, Chap. 4. 
29. (when.ye meet togetber) let no corrupt commu- 
nication proceed out of your mouths, but that which 
is good to the uſe of edifying, that it may Miniſter 

grace 


»B Signs of a Dying or Decaying Chriſtian, 
grace to the hearers, Ask not your friend or brother 
; Ot his welfare in the common unſenſible cultome thar 
men generally do, but in asking, ask with ſuch a de- 
porement, gracefulneſs, and gravity, that may preach 
the weight of heaven upon thy heart, and let your 
words be to this purpoſe ; Ack him theſe twelve que- 
ſNlions, as God ſhall help briefly, but ask them all in 
love. 1, Brother, are you alive for God? is your heart 
*2-as warm now, you have been ſome years a Profeſſor, 
* :as it was in the day of your eſponſals? 2, Whatis be- 
come of your Maſter ſin? have you got the victory 0. 
yer it, doth it atall times, and in all conditions ſpeak 
faintl? do you in truth of oath that which once 
you did moſt love? 3. Hath the remembrance of 
Heaven and Hell a reverential preſence ſtill upon your 
heart? have you not loſt (are you ſure) that feeling 
of theſe two {tates you once had : forit is a very hard 
work to keep alive this frame, and very eaſe to let ir 
gee? 4, 1s Cliſet prayer delightful co you ſtill? areyou 
raviſhc in ſecret Communion with God there? doth 
_ heart burn within you whilſt you are talking with 
im? 5. Doth the Croſs of Chriſt diſmay you yea 


or nay? howare you ina time of Proſperity ? doth 
it much /ifr you up? how are you ina time of Adver- 
ſity ? doth ir caſt you down much? doth not _— 


Joke ſeem too heavy for you, can you chearfully ſay 
ſtill, Lord, thy will be done, it is the Lord, let him 
do what ſeemeth him good ? 6. What ſenſe have you 
of your «ndoxe _ out of Chriff? do you ſtill feeling. 
ly remember what a wile filthy polluted ftate you were 
in, when he firſt ſet his /ave upon you? hath your 
ſoul, your ynconverted eſtate ſtill in remembrance to , 
ſelſ-loathing, and is your ſoul ſtill hambled within you 
therefore, 7, Do you till believe you had been in 
Hell long ago, had you had a reward according to yr 
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work, and doth this thoughr live in you, fo as to make 
you thankful for every thing, ſhift iti the worſt condi» 
tion, becauſe you ſay, it is mercy it is,nort Wor/e, itis of 
the Lords mercy we are notin he/? 8, Doth the ſenſe 
of future good greater; in your elleem ? have you as 
high a value of heavenly things as you had at your firſt 
Converſion? and doth eſtimation of earchly things grow. 
daily lefs and leſs? 9. Is yoor Conſcience tender (till, 
and doth every little glance to declenlion create /igh- 
;ng there, cannor conſcience ins! > you (are you ſure) 
with the living in the omiſjon of any known dxty, or 
commiſſton of any known [in ? let.the in love beſeeca you 


ſearch narrowly here. To. 1s your ove to our Leyd 


Feſns, his Ordinances, and People, as much or more 
as it was in your efpouſal dayes, or is it /{5 ? beſure 
you be faithful co your own ſoul in.this. 11. Is the 
oreat Lord God Almighty fer before you all che day 
long? are your apprehenſions of his omniſcient eye, 
ſach asrhat you can-incruth ſay. with good Fob, where 
ever you go, Doth he not ſee my wayes , and count my 
goings? 12, Are you every day more orlefs think. 
ing of your Aft day, and thar.you are going ſhortly 
ines the [baxes of erernity, and when you pur off your 
Cloathes ar night, is it {till your meditation, that the 
time is at hand when you can #ever more purtthem 
on. 
Now the cauſes of this decay, which being avoided, 
may alſo- ſerye as Remedies againſt it; and they are 
three, 
Firſt, Long cuſtome co Chriſtian meetings. 
Secondly, Unskilfulneſs in Goſpel Selt-denial. 
Thirdly, Negligence to a pl1in duty. 
| Firſt, Longcuſtome to Chriltan Meetings ; though 
this be not 1n ir ſelf a cauſe, yet ic may be caſfily ſo con- 
verted'; for without a pod jealotfie over the _ in 
oftey 
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often meeting with Chriſtians, the very cuſtome of it 
will by little and little, ſteal away that ſpiritual vigour, 
that ought to run in the veins of every one, where e- 
ver they are, to the. making their meeting as much as 
is poſſible,ro Gods honour and their ſouls edifying; for 
cuitome begets ſuch an aptneſs to any ſervice, that ex- 
cept the heart be till examined , perſons will be in 
meetings together, very deſtitute both of ſuitable pre- 
paration, and anſwerable expeCation, and all through 
long cuſtom , for as in ſinning, it will take away 1n 
time the conſcience of (in ; ſo in the beſt performan- 
ces it will rob a man of that foreband care that ſhould 
attend him, unleſs he be much upon his watch, -  - 
Secondly, A ſecond Cauſe is, Unskilfulneſs in one 
great point of Chriſtianity ; viz, Goſpel ſelf.denia], 
which ftands in a conforming the whole man to be al- 
wayes pleaſing and ſerving che Lord ,: ſuch knowing 
themſelves not to be their own, but bought with a 
price, and therefore whether eating, drinking, talking, 
walking, to be doing allto the glory of God, whole 
they are : Now unskilfulneſs herein, will be ſtill car- 
cying on all affairs with much mixture, partly in de- 
ſigning the Lord, partly deſigning ſelf; haying not 
ſo learned to live upon anothers bottom, as the Gof- 
pel grace of ſelf-denial teacheth, at. 16. 24, 25. 
Mark. 6. 34, 35- by which means many are at a great 
find how to fpend this and that opportunity, and ſo 
inſtead of asking their fellow Chriſtian how he grows 
or ſtands affected to the beſt things, what remprations 
are upon h\m ? at what times be finds himſelf moſt weak. 
and unable to reſiſt ? and whether often in cloſet prayer, 
Watchings, f aſtings ? and What P. pil he hath from 


ſome ſolid markg, Whether he grows yea or nay ? and what 
value he puts on fellowſhip withGod, and enjoying the light 
of his corntenance? what all this is, and what its wor 

Whew 
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when it ſhines, when its clouded ? bur if inſtead of ſuch 
Communings as theſe, time be vaialy ſpent in hearing. 
and telling ſome new thing, complaining rather of 
hard times, than bard hearts, this and the ocher out- 
ward loſs; inſtead of tcue loſing ;. if the caſe be thus ic 
muſt needs. proclaim you.dying Chriſtians ; for that 
in your comings together, your talk is not ſavoury 
and heavenly, £-> OY as | 

_ Thirdly; A third. Cauſe may be this, Negligence 
to a plain duty: Heb, 10. 24,25. And let us confdet 
ove another, to provokt to love, atd.to good works, wot 
forſaking the aſſembling of onr ſelve together, as the man- 
her of ſome is, | but exhort ne another daily , while it is 
called to day ; (that is certainly; ro þe upon doing the 
work of the day): and ſo much-the more, as you ſee the 
day approaching ; Clearly implying, char we ſhould be 
fo far from negle& to ſpiritual and'proficable cratking 
when we'meer, that it ſhould be our: care ſo: 20 can- 
ſider one anther, wherein they: begin to- grow fainr, 
weary, ſlow, remiſ+, and wanting, 'as to Ing 
or ſecking otcafion:to perſwade and pur forward 
rothat, that they 'oughr not to be backward in-:-This 
was the Trade of Gods Children as you may read, 
Afts. 15:46: And ſome dayes after; Paul ſaid to. Bars 
nabat, Let ns go ardin and vifit our Brethrengumevery 
City where We have preached the ward of the Lord, and 
fee how they dv, As 1.8. 27.4 howhen he was come help- 
ed them much, which had believed through grace. This 
certainly is as true in'Pax/and Barnabas, as in Apolh : 
ler'then I pray you; what hath been ſaid in this Sign, 
ferve'for caution-thus far; that'yoa will all be caretul 
When'you'feaſt,''when'yoy faſt, when you fir by your 
fire, walk 'by' the way, lie down, riſe up, forthe a- . 


voiding } mon nr miſpending, co be talking of 


tlic Lord and Nis Laws; Conſider what you read, and 
paſs to the nexc. G2 CHAP, 
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PRES 7 Oe. 77 ne. 

Proving Unpreparadnefs ta hear the Word of God by” 
fogn of dying to.Chrift., with three forts' of bindyances, 
6 $4 be Inid aſide; 'and What muſt br our work , 
before Hearing, in Hearing, and after" Hearing  * 


SI GN XII. #22 

C7 Her you are ſoittle prepared for the ſo- 

V- lemn. Aſſemblies, that they come. before 
you-think, of ther, ar lang for them, * ys 
- When-pcuſons ſuffer. themſelyes.to- he fo. taken up 
with-common or worldly: buſineſs, as-ihatthey leave 
no:room-1or Spleen Prayer, and Preparation, to meet 
in.Gods Ordinancesat dayes:appointed z- its an.eyident, 
roken of little reverence. beſetting; the heaxe, and ay 
little conſideration; who'4bey are: © mees : Now:to 
come before the: Zird-io his: Aﬀembly ,, where ke: is 
wonttobe, and: hath-promiſed to. be, zhere-doubtleſs 
remains a work upon us; to: be doneoby,us 5; by, way 
of 'P reparation; and:.that becauſe of Gags preſence þ8e+ 
ingrthere; as inthe Temple, the Typs Gods Aſlem- 
bly on Goſpek. Church, Kiage 1. 3.9, © will put" my 
N awexrhpre, my heart, \*and\ my eyes, ſhall be von MF 


4 


petwaliy.," his power; preſence, and goodaci | 
there, and he ever was; :avd is wonf, ro meet his Peor 
ple ithere.” Tell me:'O thou whom my ſacl lyweth , where 
thou feedeſt and makeſt\thy: flocks to reſt, at noon ; if then 
knoweſt not,. go thy way. and feed thy Kids ;hy the Shep+ 
herds Tentc, Cant.t. Now that great/preparation as.te 
this” and that by way of 'duty ought 40 be, will appear 
by what may follow; want co prepare; therefore muſt 
needs be a character of ſpiritual-decay. ; and: the rather 
if we. conſider, how ſixi the Lord was: as Ns 
| c 
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$52p3 of «Dying or Deoaybng Chriſtian, 83 
chac drew nigh Him when he gave. ont the Law, Exod. 
19,10. And the Lord ſaid wnto Moſes, go and ſanttific 
ik, people to Aa) ad to morrow , and let Fo waſh their 
eloathes , and let the Prieſts alſo which come near to the 
Lord, [anftifie themſeives, leſt the Lord break forth # 
on them. . Nadab and Abihu, for not ſanRifying the 
Lord when they drew nigh him, there went oxt a fire 
from the Lord, wd devoured them, and they died ole 
the Lord, Levit. 10. 2. Moſt remarkable is that paſſage 
in good foſeph, Gen. 41. 14. Before he will come jnto 
the Kings preſence, he ſhaveth himſelf, and changeth his 
rayment , layeth aſide his priſon Garments : How 
much rather ſhould thoſe prepare and lay aſide, that 
come into the preſence of che King of Kings : Hear 
the word of the Lord. ye that tremble at his word, Iſa. 66. 
5. Perſons may hear from day co day, and remain 
much like the ſame, rather worſe than better, which 
muſt needs argue ſome defeQ in themſelyes by unduly 
approaching near ſo ſolemn a Service : I ſhall therefore 
ih humiliry offer ſome direRions, what we may do in 
order to our profic, before hearing, in hearing, and af- 
ter hearing. 

Firlt, Before Hearing, pray God bleſs his Word un- 
to you, and lead you in his way, P/a. 25. 4, 5. Shew 
me thy way 0 Lord, teach me thy path, lead me in thy 
truth; Teath me, for thou art the God of my ſalvation, 
on thee do I wait all the day, Exod. 33.15. 1f thy pre- 
ſence go not with me , carry us not up hence. This is as 
crue in one caſe as another, 

Secondly, Go to the Aſſembly with reverent con- 
ſfiderations, that you are to meet God, Amos 4. 12. 
Therefore thus will T ds unto thee, O Iſrael, and becauſe 
I will do this unto thee, prepare to meet thy Goa, O Iſrael. 
King Rehoboam did evil, becauſe he prepared not bis 
heart to ſeek, the Lord, 2 Chron, 12, 14. compared 
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4 Signs of a Dying or Decaying Chriſtian, 
with Chap. 19 3. There are good ahines fone in thee, 
in that thou prepareft thy heart to ſeek God: | 2 

Thirdly, Before you go ro hear, yoy muſt lay aſide ® 
all ſuperfluity, 1 Pet. 2.1. Wherefore laying aſide all fil- 
thineſs and ſuperfluity of naughtineſs, receive with meek: 
weſs the ingrafted Word. 

There are three ſorrs of Superfluities to be laid a- 
ſide, which elſe will hinder you from profiting. 

' Firſt, All thoſe doubtful carping cares for the things 
of 'this life, you are incident to, Mar. 13..22. Mark 

I9. | 
Secondly, You muſt Jay aſide all thoſe vexatious 
frets of this life you are incident to, Judges 16, 16, 
compared with 1 Sam. 1, 6, 7. 
Thirdly, You muſt [ay aſide all choſe pleaſant plea- 
{ing Meas of this life you are incydent to, P/al. 45. 
10, 11. Allor any of theſe being carried wich us, and 
heeded by us, will ſo load- us, that there will be no 
room for the Word to profit. 

Fourthly, When you .come to - hear, come with 
hungring and thirſting, Mat. 5. 6. Pſal. 42. 1, 2. 

e ſecond Dire&ion as to Hearing 1s, what you 
muſt do in the time of Hearing, 

Firſt, You muſt hear with reverence.as Gods Em- 
bafſage, P/al. 2. 11, compared with $9 7. Ged is 
greatly to be feared in the Aſſembly of the Saints, andta 
be had in reverence þy all that are about him. 

Seeondly, You mult hear as Gods Word, T/a. 66. 2. 
1 Thef. 2 11. Mm 

Thirdly, you muſt hear with attention and godly 
fear, J/a 55. 2- Nehem.$. 3. Luke 29. 48. And all 
the people Were very attentive to hear him, 

Fourthly, In Hearing, you muſt mix what you 
hear with faith, Heb 4..1,2. But the word preached 
did met profit, it being not mixt With faith in aa rs 
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beard it, 2 Chron. 20. 26. 

Fifchly , You mult receive what you hear in the 
love of God, 2 Theſ. 2. 10 Pſal. 119, 97. 

Sixthly, and laſtly, You muit hear with reſolution to 
obey, Dewt. 5. 27. 79h. 1.16. 

Now what mult you do after Hearing? 

Firſt, You muſt remember what ye have heard, 
2 Pet. 3.1, 2+ Secondly, That you may remember, you 
maſt meditate upon ir, 79h. 1. 8. Pſa, 1. 2. Thirdly, 
of all the Sermons you hear, pick our ſomething moſt 
profitable, and confer about it, Aſark 4. 10. Fourth- 
ly, You muſt pur into praRtiſe what you hear, Eccleſ. 
9. 10. fam-2. 25. Luke 11.2 

I ſhall now hint three Reaſons of this great Care 
thus to aſſemble and hear Gods word, and then pro« 
ceed to the Thirteenth Sign, 

Firſt, Becauſe it is the great Ordinance of Converſi- 
on. Secondly; The means of a Chriſtians growth, and 
SanRifcation. Thirdly, Negligence in it, a great ag- 
gravation of Condemnation. 

Firſt, Becauſe it is the great Ordinance of Conver- 
ſton, The Ordinance of Preaching is Gods uſual me- 
thod by which knowledge of himſelf is brought to 
poor {inners : Faith (faith the Spirit) comes by hearing, 
and hearing is ordained in order to believing, how 
can they believe in him of whomthey have not heard, 
and how can they hear without a Preacher ; Where 
there is no viſion the people periſh. When the ſins of 
Profeffors have been ſuch as to provoke God to ſend 
a famine of the Word, ſuch a people have been nigh 
to deltruQion. 

Itis an evident token of Gods great love and good 
will to linners, when he is pleaſed to afford the Gof- 
pel : The continuance of it is more needful than the 
continuance of the light of the Sun, and its removal 

WO, G 4 more 
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a5 Signs of 4 Dying or Decaging Chriſtias. 
more dreadful than a Famine «f bread ; but this hath 
not ſuch a preſence upon our hearts, Chriſtians are 
not ſo apprehenſive of Gofpel-worth, nor Goſpel-waxt, to 
priſe it, and to praiſe God for it, and that is a preat 
reaſon they thrive ſo littlz ynder its continual ſhowers. 
Do but ſtudy what the Goſpel is, it is the effeR of 
Gods Love, Chriſts Death, che Holy Spirics Gift ; It 
is good news to every Creature, all the priviledges of 
Heaven are made known by the means of the Goſpel, 
wicneſs the dark eſtate of thoſe people who are depri- 
ved of it, they worſhip the Sun, Moon, Stars, Stocks, 
Stones ; yea the Devil himſelf in bis own ſhape ap- 
pears among them, and converſeth with them ; the 
good Lord help England and London to put a higher 
value of this great Ordinance of Converſion. 

But ſecondly, It is the means of a Chriſtians growth 


and ſanRification : take away the Word, and you 
take away his Food ; the Goſpel is to a Convert as 


milk is to a new born Bibe, even its natural nouriſh. 
ment ; the Goſpel is that which makes known Gods 
heart to him, and his own heart to bimſelf;, there he 
hears and reads that bleſſed attribute of God, that he 
is great, and therefore-the objeR of all our fear, and 
that he is good, and therefore to be the objet of all 
our love , and that he is rich,and therefore the objeRt 
of all our treaſure ; and thae he is all things to all that 
call upon him in truth, Here a Chriſtian learns to 
know the nature of fin, and its deceitfulneſs , the 
ſtrength of the temprer, his power, policy and malice; 
yea how weak he 1s in the hands of his ſpiritual adver- 
faries, the Fl:, the World, and the Devil, without 
the help of this Almighty, and learns here to know 
that through bim we ſhall be made able.to do all 
things, to whom be glory, Amen. 
Thirdly, To be negligent to aſſemble and » 
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Signs of a Dying or Decaying Chriſtian, 85 
Gods Wordisa great agpravation of our Condemna- 
tioa. For God to afford the means, and we to abuſe 
that.means, by neglefting the ſeaſon will render uz 
Bethſaidars eſtate, yo wnto thee Corazin, wo unto thee 
Bethſaida, for if the mighty works whith have been done 
in thee had been done-in Tyre and Sydon, they bad repent* 
ed long agos, Matt.11.21, 22. 1t ſhall be more tollerable 
for them in the Day of 7 ndgment than for ſuch a people, 
When our Lord Jeſus came near 7eruſalem he wept 0- 
yer it, and propheſied their deſolation, becauſe they 
knew not the day of their viſitation : We are made of 
God (faith the Apoſtle) the favour of /ife unto /ife 
jn them that are ſaved, but the ſayour of death unto 
death in them that periſh. Gods word ſhall nor re- 
turn in vai», where it doth not ſoften, it will certain 
ly harden, The Condemnation of the people of Eng- 
land muſt needs, to common ſenſe , be much greater 
than the Condemnation of the Indians that have not 
the means we have : Woful will our account be inthe 
great day if we are found w»ncomerted, or not morti- 


 fedand ſanitified by ſo preat a priviledge as we enjoy 


over and above what they enjoy, may not God truly 
ſay, You I have called, but you have refuſed, I 
ſtretched out my hands, but were not regarded : the 
Lord of life was preached among you, and eminently 
ſer forth, crucified before your eyes; 1 ſent to you_by 
my Meſſengers, riſing up betimes and ſending then, 
becauſe | had compaſſion on poor Exg/and, but they 
would none of my reproof, I will laugh at their ca- 
lamity, and mock when their fear cometh. Olet ns 
remember this, if the Goſpel prove not the means of 
our ſoftening, it will prove the higheſt aggravation of 
our Condemnation, 
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CHAP. XI1L 
Proving the ſtate of ſuch to be ſad', who aſſembl: 2 


they more for fear of mans eye #han Gods : with four 
Diſcriptions, how ſuch may be known, (or know them- 
fetves) with two Canſes of this decay. 


SIGN XIII. 


Hen you come to the Aſſembly, more for 
fear of Brethren's eye, than Chriſt's ome 
viſcient and all-piercing eye. 
That is, you are fo indifferent as to coming, that 
would none miſs you nor queltion you for it, you 
could diſpence well with abſence, and that without any 
material hinderance , *cis much to be feared that this 
decay prevails ſtrongly with many Profeſlors, who 
have neither hungring, or thirſting ac leaſt , at that 
early rate they once had, and ſtil] donbrleſs ought to 
bave, were they not loſing their reliſh to Ordinances, 
and the fellowſhip that they have had with God 
through them ; for now chey begin to ceaſe looking at 
things with an eye of faich, and have all or moſt of 
their. recourſe to things after an eye of carnal ſenſe , 
and fo ne fear holds them to the outward order 
of Gods Hogſe, but what is taught by the precept of 
men ; and were they not lyable to cenſures both from 
the Aſſembly and others (who have taken notice of 
their being Profeſſors) could as to the eye and cen- 
ſure of Jeſus Chriſt quit all; wherefore the Lord ſaid, 
Iſa. 29.13. For as much as this people draw near me 
with their mouth, and With their lips do honour me, but 
have removed their heart far from me ;, (note that) it is 
far co many degrees alienated, and their fear towards 
me is taught by the precept of men; itis from hence 
very 
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yery evident, that they though they. did come 
- et it was not from a righe principle, their perſon 
and their heart was aſunder, and God is pleaſed to 
note them our as people fearing him only with an out- 
ſide fear, therefore he will proceed co do a marvellous 
work upon them : the Prophet Ezek, 33. 30, 31. meets 
with ſuch a people, as are till a quarelling with the 
Prophets words; and: talking againſt him in che doors 
of their houſes , yet wouli ſay, Come 7 pray 4nd hear 
what is the word that cometh forth from the Lord, coming 
as his people come, fit before him as his people do , hear 
his word , and with their month ſhew much love; but 
their beart runs after covetouſneſs. S0 in the time of 
the Prophet, ſal. 4. 3. there you have a deſcription 
of a decaying, and growing Profeſſor ; one is ſo weas 
ry, that they are ready to throw all profeſſion off, 
crying, Jt is in vain to ſerve the Lord, and what profit 
i it that me keep his Ordinances? at the ſame time 
thoſe truly ſpiritual, that feared Gods eye more than 
mans, they ſpeak, the oftney one to another, fearing him, 
and thinking upon his Name. 

Alas | Alas ! If Satan and the World have gotſuch 
a part in our heart, that we come to Meetings, to the 
Fold of Chriſt, with ſuch a common ſenſe and eſti 
mation, that would none miſs us, it would nothing 
trouble us to be abſext. This doth undoubtedly bero- 
ken a great benummedneſs of ſpirit Godward , and 
that the leaſt Argument hath moſt force, namely Bre- 
threns eye; it is a ſtrong ſymptome of a darkened w- 
derſtanding, and calls for deep humiliation in order to 
. a recovery to that ſpiritual frame that once was, it 
being cercain now the appetite is much loſt, and now 
Prayer, Hearing, Reading and Feafting with the Lord 
at his Table, eating of his Bread, and drinking of bis 
iVine are of no eſtimation, and what mult follow bas 
ne 


gd &7gns of # Dying or Ditayizy Chr ifting. 
the toſs of ſpiritual feelivp, and where will this'®nd bat 
I Frbe5/m , and living by Tefe: ke Tath ate jaltly 
þtanded in Scripture wich 2wire dr4f, plucked mp by the 
yoots , for take away the right ends of meeting, 1 
meant the ſe/e of thetn from the 44+ in their excel- 
tefit w/cs and ex4s, ahd you ſuffer your felves £6 bt car- 
ried into Egyptian darkneſs, Iva. s 

The ſame Lord that hath ordained ford as 4 $reat 
and principal means of /ife, withour which nbnt hath 
a promiſe in Gods ordinary way to continue: his out- 
ward being. In like manner hath God ordained and 
ſet up as his gre it light in the worl4 ( his Chiirch ) 
where he hath promiſed his preſence ſhall be ,- and 
where he will meet thoſe that meet him in this way ; 
for there he cauſeth his Flocks to reſt at Even; -and 
we have no promiſe of being fed and vificed ont of this 
way of God where it is to be come at; Thou metteſ 
him that rejoyceth and worketh righteouſneſs, thoſe that 
remember thee in thy wayes, Iſa. 64, 5; No man in his 
wits goeth about to gather Grapes of thorns , or F ws of 
thiſtles ; if we expect Gods preſence we muſt ſeek it in 
Gods way. Itis verily matter of great lamentation that 
any mortal ſhould come co this paſs, what for one 
whoſe breath is it his noſtcils, that mo day is a Man, 
&1d to mworrow is Worms meat, today above ground, 
and to morrow under ground ; to day a Cohverſor in 
theair, ro motrow cloſed u> in the Clifts of the earth, 
there to lieand yo, and to be eaten with worms, and 
his place in the world to know him no more, and yet 
for ſach a perſon to loſe his reaſon, and the nobleneſs 
of his nature and ſpiric, ſo much as ro come to the 
Aﬀembly of Gods pzople only for fear of mans rebuke 
or frown, is not he to be feared that kills ſoul! and bo- 
dy, and caſts them into hell, whoſe eyes feeth not as 
mans eye ſeth , they only center in appearance, he 
| SG . | looketh 
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| mbyn fog! I come and. appear 


looketh into the heayts, telling the thougts, ſeeth the 
intents afar off, but af things are naked and open to the 


| eyes of bim with whom we have to dee, Heb.,4. 13. . 


I ſhall. give two or three deſcriptions, how fuch may 
know themſelves,or be known, and ſo paſs co the nexe 
Sign, 

Fir, Such when by mare or leſs weighty occaſions, 
they are hindered from the Aﬀembly , you will not 
find chem woubled, whereas a troly growing Chills 
av; though hindered even by God, yer .heis how 1g 
bungring, and thinks it long, ſaying with Dayid, @: 
before. thee, Vial. 41, 1,3. 


Secondly. , Such, may be known, . and know. them» 


ſelyes. by this, they axe of all others moſt apt co be 
diſcqnrented, it is ſeldom bur one thing or other trou- 
blesthem, and goes nor: as they would have it; wheres 
as; the more ſpiritua), dwels ſo much in charity with 


every 0ne, that they are ready to conſtrue every th 
to. the beſt ,| ſo, necther. much troubling, nor myc 
troubled. | | 

- Thirdly, 1 any Sehiſc or Fafioa riſe, you hall 
find theſe more apt than any other to coke wh its, 
and ſo. zealous for a.while 2s paſſes, ,bur: it holds. noc 
-: Fourthly, | you-ſhall find ſuch yery forward at pro-. 
pagating ſome lefler, matters. of Gods, Law, whije.che 


moxe. weighty . they . chemſelyes live: ſxangers 19,18. 
chief cauſe. of all this is. anti ) nition Bs 
+Firſh, large zeal, hat Onſlow jigment 


"MLT 
Secondly, a rqo much  Ppagiaro wayes. of 0+: 
ters, and roo lictte into their own #41 +; ++ 1 
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CHAP. X1V. 


Shexis " our ſtate dying, when we ave more troubled at 
capes in onr Houſe, than in Chriſts Houſe , with 
for _ to know When we are ſo ajing. 


S1GN XIV. 


Hen the decay in Chriſts Houſe, leſs 
troubles you than the decay in your 


own Houſe; 

Fhis decay wherever found, riotes a man very far 
gone on the dying hand, if Trade decayes, then ti0- 
thing but complaining, it toſs by fire'or ſickneſs,” or 
dearh, their allis our of order, it breaketh their reſt: 
they cannot ſleep by night, diſturbs them in-the wor- 
ſhip 'of God, they cannot pray,: red"; or meditate by 
day ; 'It is eviderit with ſuch,” the affiirs of chetrown 
houſe lyeth- nearer their heart”! thin' the affaits' of 
Chriſts Houſe, far from a truly growing Chriſtian; who 
is alt out. of order yhen it gocth Hot well with the 
Church of God: 

- Now by deedy here in the Sth; Fr would bo be” 
ood of perſons in Chriſt Jeſus profefſion, who dye i n 
their zeal, /ove, and fedy, &c. that kno to walk fannly 
after Chriſt Jefas:- flat tb prayer,” to -tokekrin ch 
cold and —_— to ſpiritual viſſting Gl le” eh 
and lictle in ſpiritual calk, he they tmeer-t64 e 
nt now as oticee”amake it theit"trade-ant thei -by F; 
refs fo be making. the” name of Chriſt prear' ice. 
ever they come ; but tittier ſay nothing; 63 tharthir 
comes to nothing, having no ſpirit or ſavour in it; 
yet once was early at the Ordinances, quickly troubled 
if things-went amiſs, much joyed when all were ina 
holy harmony ; bur now being diſcovered to have 


tot 


Signs of 4 Dying or Decaying Chriſtian. 92 
loſt moſt of their ſpiritual reliſh to thoſe good things 
they once flouriſhed in, and this not working trouble 
of heart on fellow brethren, and beholders, malt needs 
argue great decay, | | 

hat ſuch decayin Chriſts Houſe, even among thoſe 
in his ſpiritual profeſſion, hath been, and too too 
much at this day is very evident borh from Scripture 
and Experience. 

Firſt, from Scripture, 1 Ccr. 3: beginning.” And 7 
Brethren could nit ſpeak to you as to: ſpiritual, ' but as to 
carnal, even babes in Chriſt, whereas there is amongyorn 
envy, diviſion, and ſtrife, are ye not carnal, and\ walk, 
as men. 

Firſt, this ſame people as the firſt Chapter makes 
appear, had ſuch grace from God given by Chriſt 
Jeſus, that they were enricht in all #tterance- and in 
all knowledge ; ſo that they came behind other Chnrcbes 
p ef gift , waiting for the cuming of cur Lord feſaa 
Chriſt. 101497 
Again this holy Apoſtle, in Ephe/* 2. 12. complains 
greatly of their decay ; many had find, and had not 
repented of the fornication, and wncleanveſs they had em 
mitted.” From whence it is very obſervable, chattheir 
decay was ſuch, that their Serſes or Feeling wete-well 
nigh departed from them, they were guilty of high 
crimes, among' which were debates, envyings, \wxath, 
ſtrife, backbiting, whiſpering, ſmelling tumwlts Fer .noc 
humbled among themſelves tor all this 2! In like-man- 
ner the Galathian Church, Chep:14. That once: ifrit 
had been poſlible; they would have: plucked outtheir 
own eyes ard: given them to-the Apoſtle St Pax, 
now counts him their enemy. for telling then» rhe 
truch; ſo Rewel; 3:17. Themſeift 1 am rich, and im 
creaſt with geeds, and have netd of mething , but kneweſt 
vet that then art; peer.and miſtrable, and blind and naked. 

mM Ie 
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It would be tedious to tell what. experience: could 
ſpeakof the ſame thing in oor dayes;” are chere\ nor 
many chat at their fff entrance into Chriſts Vineyard 
never thought that they loved enough, heard, prayed, la« 
boured enough, char had mighty Paris; Gifts and Graces, 
and did mightily improve them to. the beft ſervices ;yer 
now ate grown hwkiſh, dry, and barren, and rare ro 
hear any ſpiritual expreſſions from them; Now count 
Meetings burchienſome, Dvries redjazr, fit as dull un- 
der the uſe of Chriſts Ordinances, as though their fto+ 
mach-did /oarh now, what was once as. the morning 
dew to-them , who: can withhold being gtieved and 
afflited art this, unleſs bis eyes be out, and hisſpiri> 
tual feeling gone ?' It therefore may concerts all thoſe 
that read this., to make enquiry ' with cthemſelyes 
what impreflion. ſuch tydinps as: theſe- of decayes itt 
Chrifts Houſe; make npon their hearts; for anſwerable 
to ones: efteem of rhings, and making:any thing their 
treaſure, will their ſorrow and trouble be to ſee it 
waſting; wherher Husband, Wife, Children, Houſes or 
Lands, or the profpericy and; well-faring' of Gods 
Houſe [ye neater the-hearr,, maycafily be diſcerned by: 
the effects that will follow; 0:Lovd; what half ſay; 
anher Lſracl turns. their backs npur "their. tainties ' ſob the 
Canaviter, and the Inhabitants of the land ſhall helif off 
it; and environ us." round, and what wilt hou do. for thy 
gear: name? Joih, 7.8; 9. Join che fighror flight 
mighe hive been takers or ſlain, yet'tharignotbifheſt 
in'his- thought, . nor dyeth' neareſt-20' his: hearo; His 

rearfear is-whar-ro:do-for the GREAT NAME, 
g'the "Caxanite ſhould have vcafion to ſpeak 
liphely : of ir':: 1 would\ nor by: wharrhach been faid; 
be thought ro prohibiv perſons. beirig\troubled at' 0yt- 
ward-decay, that-would be: a way to. hold them from 
fuch-diligence asonght to be,” toremaye pag oh 
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MIKE LILLY 
bus we. berher we are leſs crou 
ca io Chriſts Houſe, than in.our” owtv, |by'theſe 


*Fixh, By obſeryingwhich way rhe drifrof ourip#iy- 


ins, i. God \bends moſt, where the Shoe” pincheth 


moſt, :tbere che: complaine will: be moſt prevalevr. 
When two ſtraits meet, 'deray in Chriifts Howe, and 
decay in-our own, it''isa time of -tryal which cable or 
cancarn hath che tigheſt' raom'in or. heeres;, What 
><5fogs - moſt yaloe.;:thar-chey: moſt remember and 
their care-t6 preſerve, if in-rime of prayer your 
ſpirig run more our for reparatisn. of your own houle 
Devafithan of the #7ouſe.of God; this is lamentable fad, 
andler' ig be for 4 lamencarign,'though' ir is crath; de- 
cay/in our own houſe,-is erulywtryal ,' and ought to 
awaken inthe work of diligence; yet to give 'this the 
thief\rgom, is to:pteferre the ſmalleſt marters before 
the. ane thing needintorchief concern, Let us read for 
o6rimitatian Dada: ſpirit, Pſad. 1 37,6: If 7 do Hot 
remember. thee tee" my. tongur' Cleave ro the roof” of my 
mouth; if: I preferre not Teruſalem above my chief 5oy. 
Setondly, by obſerving in which- channel our 'com< 
laints romen run moſt, as our- praying to God, if the 
t darun molt for our own domeſtick affzire, ſo in 
like manner when we meet- and preet one another if 
chat de the uppermoſt in our thoughts, and we big 
with delire, as it were to be delivered; it is evidenc 
our -concern-lies nearer our hearts than Chriſte, elſe 


| am I bold to affirm where the contrary is, even 


when pinching ſtraits do poſſeſs, ir is ſcarce remem- 
bred bur occaſionally, eſpecially in the height of Chri/ 
and his Charches ſervice, and then comes home tbac 
blefſed Cordial as to outward things; n6tto be overs 
careful, bar.in every conditionby ptayer and; fuppli- 


exion' with thankſgiving to let our requeſts be made” 
on wry Man m | 


known 


— - 
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may. know: whether we are leſs \croubled: ac 
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periepce tofu wits is the beſt igondi RD ON 
ſel brought our.ofs birterfierb,”» or 4144210477 obo 
-Pyp, ehirdly ; whenchechoughes of-our nf Hours 
j 1;are-ſo:privalomn; thinthey fokeft fus!ffy- 
- higheſt of our ſpirjcuaicperfdomantds? this"1s 
ſiga-of liczle ſeoſe of the get Skriv 
we carinot prov, read; hear; warth; fx ;"'or be 
performanee' of arty Goipeldiay,) bur/ſtfl 
this avavtcth: me ing! while Mori 
at the Kings Gate310nthe conracy'! at = 
Chriſtian.all he is and-hach forages no valde whileit 
it wichicbe Church .6f God;10 Land whit! 
when Jack turncth. their Backs befoye 
would God w: hid bees content ro rave” Wah the 
other” {ide of Jordan, forthe C anaanite will heli: 
and. what ſhall become. of thy grear Nami,) thiihay 
near, good Joya heart, that he!tmatrerel horde 
ing10.v,'fo that ſoared hi h , 'nowifithot wit Wl 
this people a5 0ne. man, then | the Eeyptian;'fiall hear 
of it; ,and will fay.;-becauſe God was not uble to delivty 
them bath he done this, Oh rather Lord t beſeech thee 
blot my ame our of thy book, *- + 
Fourthly, Wherher in compaſſion our: chojde all- 
lwers the leſſer call, +and rejes the- greater; thar'ss, 
we will rather -pyt our helping hand to the ren.ovi 
thedecay of our bouſe, than Chriſts bouſe; this is al 
an evident token / of declenſon. i Bat how!al 
theſe Marks may-be prevented of removed': 1thill 
God afliting'give ſpmebiief ad anf"{ condude 
ous fign/" 2, 09. ama? 0274's Fiſt 
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s Ficlby (hewing the great. poſſibility of -ſpititual 
bp» Y decay'or- declenſion from! our: firſt love to) Chriſt and- 
4) F his 4 ople, both Scripture and Experience. doth fully” 
T reach, cha 
[ 


Lit:is 4 hard work to begintodo well, ard 
ceale ra.do evil, and' a harder work to-continue 10; 
ws BU well, and remain for years inthe ſame frame- of ſpirit. 
a and vigor for God,to flouriſh like the green Bay tree 
© cargoew our ſtrength, andrecain our ſpiritoal heat is a 
very difficult work ealie in the ta/b of , bot bard in the 
walk:of; but it is the tiardeſt work of all ro end Well to Te» 
main.che\ſawe cill death doch” cloſe up-our eyes is 4: 
talk ſa difficult, thac notbing ſhort of the mighry pow- 
erof God can ever bring us to-period in it-z- all the 
ſeven, flouriſhing. Churches in 4a ſave two blame: 
worthy, . though they had many good things/in» themy 
Fet.in-danger co be unchurchc, fo far from athorovgty 
perſeverance in univerſal obedience : And of fix bur» 
dred. thouſand that went after God in the Wilderneſs 
bur rwo enter'd Canaan. The thouſands of cautions in 
Scripture tO t#ke heed, warch, pray doth ſufficiently dee 
clare how-/bard'a work it is to ſtand and keep. our 
ground, and onthe contrary how eafie it js to decline 
and:let .g9 our firſt unwearied diligence : A21y prople 
bave committed two evils, they have forſaken the foun» 
tainof {rving Waters, and have hewn ont to themſelves 
Ciſterns, broken Cifterns, that can hold no water, Jer, 
2. 13, [I herefore ſaith the Spirit ro the Epheſion 
an. | Church, chap. 6. 11. 23- Put on the whole armour of 
God, that ye may be able to ſtand apainſt all the wi'es 
of the Devil, and having done all to ftavd ; 1s if-ihe 
alfs 8 Spiric ſhould ſay, ir is| as mach as ever you can doeto 
ant |} ke<p.from flipping andfa{ling-when you have done -a}l; 
h4\f | for. you fight nor only with: fleſh and blood;-bur with 
ſpiritual wickedneſs io-high places, - p:rſwading. them 
to. be Joathed wich Chriſtian armour on every! part, 
; H 2 praying 
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praying alwayes with all prayer and ſupplication: and 
watching:thereco withall perſeverance. what: ſay ta. 
you 1 ſay'to all warch, warch, watch, and pray, three, & 
times together gives Chriſt Jeſus this counſel. to; his 
Diſciples, leſt they be foild by temptation-, +, ;; 
But fecondly;that the decay in Chriſts houſe;and your 
own heare-may borh trouble you when: they come;. 1 
ſhall humbly-offer chis bleſſed expedient, that you take 
dilizent heed to \ maintain the: ſame ſenſe of that undone 
and helpleſs condition which grace found you in. at 
your firſt converſion to, the day of your deſplution; 
what were; you before converhion, Rebels, Enemies in 
your minds, darkneſs, Fiends of Hell, Enemies of -Hea« 
yen, Haters of God, full of all iniquity, , your; throats 
are au open fepulcher, your tongues are fll. of deceit, the 
pbyſor of Afps under your lips, your months fall of curfong 
and bitterneſs ,, your feet ſwift to ſhed blaog, , having na 
four of God before your eyes.» Was not this your tate,.cag 
you ever forget thoſe black deeds of dagkneſs.you;tra- 
ded in, and'was given up unto , ſerving, divers| 
and pleaſures : Do you nat remember,when the 
wakening came,it told you that at that time. you, were 
without Chriſt, which is the i»/eze to all; miſery, aliens 
from the Common-wealth of 1ſrael,,, ſtrangers to. the 
Covenants of promiſe , having no hope, and-without 
God in the world, which is the final concluſion of af 
miſery, Epheſ. 2. 12. Had youdied inthis eſtate; then 
what muſt have become of you, for the ead of. thele 
things-is death, not temporal only but eternal; for thy 
' that doe ſuch things ſhall not inherit the Kingdom. of Goa: 
- Can'you forget thoſe dreadful bitter cries and that. ar- 
-Shiſh you were in. when-the ' commandment came? 
- Did not ſin then revive & youdie? Were not ſuch, as this 
your lahguape,” wo, wois mel am undone, I ſhall be 
"1 Gemned to all eternity ,mircr is gone, it ll wy fo 
\ | 7 ate, 


. 


| wovld' not ſick a word have been as 
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lats, myday is'over? Do you not remember thnt; bicy 
ce Row] written within and without, Zavevtations, 


| mouroing and wor? Did not your ſleep depatt from you, 


aid your" ſtomachs nauſeare its meat? Did nor deſire 
Fail, and Conſcience trar'you'? Were nortthis' your” 
frame, and mach more in the dayes of youtcrndind 
and ſight of ' Sin. How welcome then wonld one. ſwile 
from ChE Jeſus have been; ro have heard his Yoice 
in that bitter Agony , but to have whiſpered in thy 
Ear"; Sow be of yood chear, thy Sing are for ven: thee ; 
ife from the 
the Dead didfort your Hearts then ſay, ſpeak Lord , 
bit'the wort; 'have mercy on my Soul, waſh me 
throoghly'from my iniquity, and cleanſe me from my 
SM , for 1 acknowledg my tranſgreſiion, and my 
Ys 'are'ever before me; follows me like a Lion 
ready to'tear my Fleſh in pieces for a Prey! Oh call - 
to rethembrance your Confeſſions and Promiſes, look 
over your Dyary Book, , did not your Heart and 
Mouth then” beſeech the Lord, that he would for- 
pive your Sin which was great , did you not tell bim 
if the World was yours, you would give it for a 
P ardon., the firſt born for your T ranſgreſſion , and the 
fruit of your Bodies, for the Sim of your Sowls ; asK 
your Conſcience now , if rhis and a thonſand times 
more was not your Language then, did not youſay, 
I will lie at thy Majeſties feet, yea feed upon puls , 
and roul my mouth in Aſhes, let me but find Mercy. 
Still bur Conſcience, and rebuke the Devil that go- 
ethabone ro'devour me. Brother Convert, is not this 
ztruch ; oh whats the matter:now, what meaneth this 
ſtrang change , doth the decay-in- Chrifts houſe |; and 
thy own Hearr, little or not atall trouble thee,whence 
s this {range change , wile rhou, curn Monker', , thac 
nothing” bur a Wegclecan ſaverhee, from 2 fatal ip 
: 3 Ya 


100Sigjts of a Dying or. Decaping Chriſtian. 
»al:fall; what meanethothjs: bleeting of Sheep and 
lowing of -Oxeq.; what more in debt, toa' Saviour, 
and ler. bamble, leſy thankful, leſs watchfal , leſe pi- 
rife, leſs painful ; whicher will ris>bring you , 
where will. ir end; oh call to remembrance from 
whence thou art faln, and repentand do rby firlt work, 
or elſe God will come upon thee ,, and! remove thy 
Candlelizox,, unchurch and diſmember thee, xcept 
#hou repent Rev. 2, 5. 1 humbly beg ſuch Chriſtians 
are going into this declenſion,, chac they would duly 
conſider what hath been offered , and call to: remem- 
brance their own evil ways and doings that were not 
$aod, andabhor themſelves for ever in Daſtand Aſhes; 

is willmake Chriſt in his. Viſits, Mercies, and-Chides, B 
yea every ſtate and ſtrait welcome ſtill; ſo will you 
row np like the green Bay Tree, yeataller in Humi- 
b 
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ty thenthe Cegay in Lebangn: the bleſſing gf- God 
bring my poor Mite home to your Hearty, to this 
great end. Amev, Amen. | 


CHAP. XV, 


$ hewing that want of weeping in ſome ,. when others. 0 
Chriſts Children with grief are ſtooping, declares {ach 
to him a dying : ſheWwing alſoin four reſpefts_ how wt 
are to pitty ; with four Remedies againſt this Dt 
cay- ; | 

SIGN XV. 

WW Hew . you can-ſee Chriſts Children bowed Þ| + 

with trouble , and you not \ or" little 

Sympatbize with them, ras #40 

Although 'affition cometh not forth owt of the av , 

Archer doth mranble ſpring ot of the ground, yet m0 
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at 


SIM of 2 Dyihey br Devaying Chriſtian tor - 
bits WonÞ1d. bf rh ſpiky fy iupmitd, Job 5\6r7. 
erteoriptace ſilent; i 'every miſhs ' experience 
porn ae / 5g pom etreg very Scate ber?;\cddea 
State" of et orible';/ neither SEx nor Age; nor Employ - 
ment mor omwart* Eſtate; whicher high 'or low /_ 
rith'6r poor, fisexempred from'troudle --while there 


/ i #vih to tempt, "a-Worldtoralfare 154 frail Body © 


of Jn tes, there will bt trovble, 80 ro'the Court , 
and there" is HindHed, and Heart fnll.of- #ranbk; ; 
che" Throne\is big 'with buſineſs fill in rrouhler; fin 
ceoublengain till out of 'trouble ; that is the: prefent 
condirion;! not at all at reſt; becauſe it is nor other- 
wils Fimpatienc - for a change; and- yet as quickly 
weiry%tot the - chinge when attained ; defives (till 
growing! yea, new motions fill attending” Afor + 


2alj%+ Go'to!the City -and che thouſands there ,” big al- 
. ſowith, buſineſs,- running hither and thicher',' ſome 


wiioging of | hands for ſorrow ; Sickneſs is come to the 
windows , and Death to the bed (ide; here is wai- 
ling -for an onely Sor, and there is the groaning of the 
oppreſſed, wiſhing ac- Evening, would God it ' were 
Morning, and no ſooner hath the Sun appeared for 
ſore” Minutes in 'its Luſtre, bur they are' wiſh- 


Ing itwere Evening again; ſome pincing awiy with 


pinthing Himper | for want of the Fruics of 'the Field, 
others pineing away with a: pinching ' Di/eaſe, © have 
Meat but no Appetite; ſome crying out I go'Child. 
leſs, give me Children or elſe 1dye; others wailing 
at their misfortunes [' wo is me that ever 1 was a Father 


. Or-a Motlier ; in- 'reſtno. where, 'Pallace- nor' Prifon , 


Market nor Cloſet, City nor Country, Court not Camp, 
can claim this one Preyogative ; Here am'l free from 
trouble ;, the Youth weary of his yoke, - the, Eye and 
Condudof Father or Maſter is too ſtrait, his Boyds 


. toogreatto hotd Tong, "the Reigne muſt be lengehe- 


H 4 ned, 


192 Signrof 4 Dying.on Decgrivg Chrſizigg, 
aed, os alls outof andenyer but. ſew-Manths change 
every. ways ſtrange , this year a. Pruſoger yn 
becayle not at his own hands , bis own proj 
ſion ,-next-year a Slave..tq a. cruel, Goaler ,. leoking- 
through Icon Grates, | ſcaven fold .moxe..2a Priſoner. 
Oh whitis Man, mba 3 re. for hun wobe found 
ler the Sun, Doh, not experience tell us, Worm+ 
wood, and Gall attends us every. where, ebbing © t 
flowing. every 24 hours, anvunſtable. as the. waters 
Country life coo Melancho!'y, Citty Life too; Folly, What 
period of our Life. ſhall we- call-free , from- Bixth.r0 
Death; trom ſeven dayes old, to ſeventy. years. old; 
all. Labour. and Travel. Do we not-come into the 
World with. crying;, - doth. not pai» with Havger or 
Cold; pinch-vs as early as we are born , the heart of 
the Father glad today that he hath a Sor,,; but.comor: 
row.much,more /ad, for the huble diſappeared, and.is 
Bans to-its place :. If we live till ſeven, years of, {ge, 
ve,we-not. feven Changes. by then, is not the, beſt 
of, that. Zoy now turned into. Y Vormwood with a Fraver 
fic, . go we float upon the water a little longer, :and 
make our . Adothers Heart glad; very poilibleit is, but 
that-it may. be the mpre ad before our Tragedy end, 
anon, camgs Tidings the fall of a Tyl; ordepth ofthe 
wer, or cruſh. of the whee! hath broke. our curious 
VonrGlafs all.zo pieres; but do we float a lictle; lon- 
Ger , and, get from under the Wing of, our:Guardian,, 
argiving, at. a Marriage .State, ere our rſt born bath 
floated one Month in-the World,our Months are gone ; 
and:chus. from. Period to-Period ſhould we attainto the 
utmoſt age. of Man and length of time , \it-is all-but. '& 
Span; and here wemuſt conclude with the Preacher; 
in-much Wi/dow is much Grief ,. and he thatincreaſeah. 
| increafeth Serrew/;1 Eccle, 1. v4: tons. our! 
vain: ife from age to age in-al its periods eng” 
RG Mes * 5 TE FEET. p Crying 


wid of what-is: 
wa-Tree,! 


and 


x. 


$4.4 


andabe pri 
Bardin:;; and 


per defire fails, and Han giveth 10 this 
lang home , "aud the Iowrnzre- go about the Stroevh;/ was 


nity of vanities ſaith the -Breacher, a4 14 vanity'; and 
this-is your; Ste, thisis-yorr portion under the - Sth; 
Oh ye ſonsof Men ; all this you may readinthe*bobF" 
of - Natyre': Bur-come tothe Book of \Spriptarer, bad 
not -f.ac0b- þiv +rowbley ther days of 'the years of my 
Pilgramage are 130 years; few and evil, or troubleſome 
haut they een. (Gen 479; 9: ) fob bad his trewbler; 
and was weary with complaining, Davia bowed down 
with-rronble |, Faremiah in lamentable Complaints, Sy; 
Paws: words trom Binh 16 Death may be here taken 
up, 'evenunto this- preſent. hour. - #/e both hunger and 
thirſt; arimaked and-buffeted; and bave woortain diets 
ling place ,' never at relt wherever we are, -nor neveri 
ſhall be under-the Snny /\thus much for explication'of 
this tera inthe-vign,; namely:trovble,, which thonghit 
carry a pardin-the Sign, yer the diſtinguiſhing mark? 
of decaying in Godline(s is; when anyof :theſe- kind of 
troubles are the: portion-of (others, , we can ſee ir oo 
know it«With lizle or no Sirapathy. For when cftous 
ble -or affligtions of: any , kind from: the Lord 
are - gedt upon ſome; .it- is- arr evident- tokery* of 
decay" in ſuch , as have not a fellow-feeling tos: 
wards them.” zoe to-them' that are ateafe 1n © Zion," 
and\ Lye upon Beilr of Iwary', firuching themſebves upis 
their concherithat drink Ke in bowls ,| and amid 
themſelves With chief' Oyntrnants , bat are mot” grievel 
for- the. afftitbion of Foſeph; 'in Amos 6. :from'the 1:26 
the. ; Some we may” ſee there lived' careleſs life,” 
feedings the rfull ; had ever whar hearr contd witÞ) 
{elt-nor the: troubirim perſon , tharatahe-ſamp thus 
IT NE as "TEIN, was 


£04} SAN DF3 Dy ii 0DWAJHAS ONE.” 
was their brerhrens port nv yer are Hor? price vel for - 
the iafflictions of* ſep odnV hive ati che Haphe "of 
Joyi,ounderzhetr own” filneſs ; and wetendr ebmipil-* 
ſt naffeted- with ' others) perrary *ThIY"'hath' 
b-enfoundiamong:the people of "God, -bar iFYaken 
from: them ,* amb." 26. We ſhl- find that” 7/9 4cl 
waesin great diſtreſs /- and Negs* their brother” Elim 
(who'knew all the travail chat had befalleFthicm)"to 
ſet-chem piſs by his high wiy7; bur he 'ſhewel them 
no pitty ,' was -tallen fron ''that*ſymparhizins \Spitir 
thit/oughrrobe 1n him." "God will-not forgertErake 
notice ot \this,, 'and reckon for- it; - whidvproyes that 
pitey in ttis-people one to angther, is Gods expe. 
tion from chem,” Amos 1/51 v1: Thur faith the Lord ,' 
for: three! tranſgreſſions of Edom; and- for folty -: F' will 
nt turn away the puniſhment thereof \, beealſe We'yity- 
facd" his Brother with the" Sword, and cafÞi lf ' all 7+ - 


| o Bat ſome: m1y ObjeR andiſay;! ſhall wepitty thoſe, 
(thoug? Gods' own people): that have"brouphe by 

> their ftaning,; 1whar miſery is come npon-cheth * 
+0: 4nſw; Yes , 'God expeas: this from'his peoples 
enemies, how mach rather from-their friends//a.' 47. 
.1 55-6, Sit thou \filent, \and: get" thee into dafveſr;,” O 
. -Qaxgbter of the Caldeans , 'foy thou fralt wo move brcal- 
led.the: Lady of \Kingdomes ;"'1 was wroth' with Wy pro- 
ple, and gave them into thy hands , *but. thin didft ſhow 
. theme 10 pity, pon 'the anrient haſt thus —— 
laid thy yoak,; For this cauſe they muſt pet them'into 
darkneſs. . clearly noting; that thouph God for his 
peoples evils, do aMict and trouble them); yer'ir is'not 
atall.:either to: warrant hispeople-, or 'bis:peoples ene- 
ies; to add:tothe burthen he:layerh upowrthern;; but 
Ol: the:comrary* :calls forripitty,: (yet ( 'ndrpitry* wich 
their > , but ſuch: pitty- as+may. reduce? — 
1ns, irſt 


of an the ining men == @ man fe. th puniſb- 


ment 
mo hogs Pictyin proyoaking themeo facchendrdy 
ir ways, and tyrq to-the Lord their 
"Fourchly , 'Pitty in helping them. down, - ghat:i is, 
laying the diſpleaſure-of God, before them,to humble 
z and when;duly hnmbled, .co-:comfort. chem 3 
wh oa be ſwallowed vp with ayer 'much ſor- 
alk We may, conclude this evil to be. IEP COmmeg 
among profell ors , and it may call uponthem-to a fel 
examining, . whecher, and wherein they arg Seen 
ſpiritual decay ; for the removing: or Mnencogat 
which, I ſhall offer three or four things FrieRy7 400 
.1o conclude. this Sign, 
virl, to conſider the. precepts for to and 
from whorn they come; Koyr..12,10. 14% Be: pond 
effeftiongre one to. anchor . with brotberly . love.,.. it he: 
nor, preferring one another; weep with them that weep, 
pat 0n as. the elelF of God, "bowels of. mercy + kixancſc , 
bubleneſs of mind, meekniſe, long [uffering, »: Who-u8 of 
flitted, apd 1 burn net ? 
* Secongly,, conſider the danger of beth wanting 
. Herg..-., --- 
Firſt, it makes us moſt unlike God, in all thei of- 
."fliclians he was aftuft ed. | 
Secondly, -It opens. a door to et in upon us equal ti 
+E1y, Amer 0,9,7. herefare ſhall they" go'intosaptivity, 


: with ohe firſt, that go cap &,” and the bunguic"of them 
ther Bench theſe ves foal be removed. 


' Thirdly, 


a6 arphi)f a.pymag i Decajing'Chrifla 

Uly0 it Teas the way to beartihatdning eh. 
wor "the AW, "Patherlbft," flv an 
rfafed t heweken, And ae t Pro 
, one. S775 wy * 1\ 4/3 
A irs Kelp apainſtrhis' decay / ier6 he confide- 
ring orig co hath condition of "fach',' einitg 

s; and yet may be our ww Fu. thit are 
ih Da reftore ſuch an one in the [pirit of meekile(s 
Conf onfidering thy felf, leſt thog alſo be nap Foie 
another; Burthtn ,” and fo" f fulfil the” Law ' of Chief, 
Gal: 6. begining. 

Fonrrfily,'A fotrth hel againſt this decay ,"look* © 
the Lord ef for your Copy , and write ater him , 
he could ſee 'no Saint or Yiver bowed with trouble 
buthe had ſympathy for them, the Garment of hix 

ty Was ro over ſpread” all perſons, and'in ay 
iditioth /'behold his praRice for your exathþle—— 
And grearNfultirades tame to him , having wi them 
thoſe that were /ame, blind, dumb, and maingd,, ' Ca 
ſting them down at Jeſus feet (what then) and he hea- 
tedthem faying , 7 have Compaſſion '0n the Maltitade 
oe they bout continged with me thre days, and have 
poi, ers, at) Ho will nor ſend them away Fafing leaſt 
How often would: be? in his 

it Bela bated Loaf Las - and when it was too late, 
and the day of oth Viſication over; yet he cannot 
come near "the 6 Gin, bur falls a weeping to ſhox his 
«teu hayer | —_ oe had Nnned* paſt recovery , like 
at worthy paſſ Ig. thar left Jeruſalem or 
the Charch GA went bing to Zerico of the World , 

and. there fell amo ng 'Thieyes,” which fripped” bim 

Ne Fs te and.left him bar” derd ; then comes 


bs i REED Gee 
evite 00 1 
+43 this good Saba ay a Ns _- 


goes a then 


Signs of «Dying 0 Deng ſian 
h;jm-be went nearer, .and-bad coppst0n,'0n; 
did nec..only. ſhake the head, and aha Log hel 
thee, be marmedand filled, bur, went. 4 
bound up bis wonnds, powringih Wipe t9g4 avi 
in} his fainting, and Oyleto heal bim- of "bis. G Grief, 
and ſets bim, on-bis beaſt, and brings bimgo- a0-Ino, 
and [takes care of him. In a'l his peoples,ahAinns 
he was.aMicted; letevery one of. u 

with-- Sympathy bis Neighbour , for his: gaod to Egi- 
fication , for even Chriſt Pleaſed net himfelf., _ 4s. it 
is written , the reproaches of them that Raeria, oy 
feih, 0nme, Rom. IF-2, 3 W 


CHAP, XVI. 


Shewing that When the name of Chviſt, ad SH" td 


" busGoſpel;, & not ſo dear to us 45 per{cal ſoffe frriogs 
we are then ſurely on the dying band and that 


 efate, body, and life , we ought to [nbmit' f ted 
to ſuffering : with four canſes of decay hefe. B 
— SIGN XYL "8 5h) b 
Hen you will rather betr 


the Nawe 
of Chriſt Feſies, and Do 
b& Goſpel by your ftlente;,' then' 
to your own ſuffering and d; þarage! wy, 

Three things may be obſeryable as to' the opeiz 
of this Sign. 

Firſt, what is meant, by the Nameof Jeſus, | 

Name refers to. his (IG, and profeen, a 
pawer, wiſdom, Judgment ; ery 1 
nes ; diſhonour d ne, ro all or any of uhife,” ee 
eq, bim , becauſe this isrhe Hors, or ſubſtance he'is 
goods Kngwp by, andunderitgod to be ; tis clear thac 


Name 


"209 "8341 of 4 Dyi#gvr Devaying Chriſtian, 

"ime Setiptere', when referred to the perſon of 
1 God and hn, 'notey all this /"Fxvod, 20.7. Thow 
'. ſoxlb Hit take the IN ave of the Lord thy God 'in Dat , 
- Chap"$5% Yo."'Chap:'$4."6, 7: Joh! 7.10, fohn'17. 
 an@® Hts 99) " TA the 
,- Secondly, bow far if called, ovghit weto ſuffer for 
this Name." * | | Wy. 
- ""$ufſt#big is a' word redaceable to three heads], *all 
*' centtinginman. | #1 ; 

>Firſt , ineſtate'there he'may ſuffer, by having' his 
66ds ſpoiled, his bodily ſubſtance waſted, Heb 10.35, 

Secondly, 'in body by perſecutions, "and reproaches 
bonds, and impriſonments, Heb. 10, 32, 33, chap. 
11. 36. EM: « | 
Thirdly, in life , Lake 14. 26. As 11, 15. Re. 
. vel, - 12, 12,” Now in-whiat caſes may wt he proved 
guilty of this dying Sign , as falling undef any or all 
theſe three” teads, "— | elf 
_ -Firſt, "If becauſe of . our 'eſtate we comply with, 
or countenince afiy evil,” or refuſe to confels any god, 
Zolm 12.. 4%. 2. Tim, 4.10. Nevertheleſs among the chic} 
Rulers «' many believed on him, biit did not confeſi him, 
"lefftheſp abr per ant. of . the: Synagoghe. oO 
+7 Secondly'; it becauſe. of 'our bodies, ro:free them 
from: ſufferings, we will comply with, or countenance 
any evil , 6f refuſe to confeſs any good. Har. a3. 21. 
Bat when tribulation or perſecution yiſeth , becauſe of the 
word,* by and by they ave offended, A 
Thirgly,1f becauſe of our lives to free ther, we 

 wilf cotriply with any evil, or refuſe to confeſs any 
- 200d,” contrary eo'Dan.'3: 17, 18, chap. 6, 16, Un- 
det alt orany of theſe conſiderations, when profeſſors 
cin hear the*great' name 'Gſhonoured,, *and by their 
ſilence ſuffer it eo be betrayed, itis very evident they 
are dying to the rhingfot God.” No man or woman 
en 10 


ries Pate TOheainsFhniſinn, 108 
in a Chriſtian profe ; Qne,time.or anather,. Are. 
ly ts ELM ary is kind ; .rbat 45, to have thes 
Nite a txede of Giſt and. bs Goſpels camaie 
coltiþerition wich zheir ſufferings and diſparagements.. 
And fbſwerable t© their weakneſs or firengeh,. fo Ore, 
dicarily is theit b, havions to ſyffer or t9.h84.1.. 7 

"1 fie” wifdom. of the Serpent, nag. to.run, intoany 
teroprazion'of this Kind, _by going ichouta ſtent 
Call mrs ach" Company , as nay -villie and .ſert- hghe 
by che Name of Jeſus and his Goſpel ,.in whoſe eyes 
hes hor eſteemed, 'nor. his Goſpel had in any Reputa» 
tion; mult accompanied with the Innocency ot, the 
Dove', thit'15,. if by ſome providential,Call we ,are., 
hers; ir. wilt tbt ſtand with a Doves 1nnocency, to hear 
Chrifts/Name'and his Goſpel reproached , perbaps, to 
the loofing ſome place of outward Honor, Repure or 
Profit, you are now it may be 1n the Synagogue 
rhe worldly Rivers , fealling on their. Nainties, , an 
7obn Baptiſt in bs Priſen Faſting wich his Lord.. And 
defigties on foot to take his head , and-if. you ſpeak, 
your Preat Landlord will ngt indure. you to bave his 
greir permiworch any longer , your great Kindred, will 
beafhamed' of you , and turn you out of the Syna» 
gogue , if 'you keep not ſilent, and bear with their 
Fauntings and Jearings at Reljgzon , and, hold, your 
peace, be againſt chem 1n your Heerr to ſtill Contience, 
but as fifent , as chovgh vou (ided, with chem , to. keep 
their applauſe ; mighty for Chriſt in the Cloſet, where 
no body elſe ſees you. nor hears you , but, dumb. with 
{lence upon the Theater; bave any of yqur Rulers be+ 
lieved on him, may not we in prudencerun with this 
eaſe ſtream , rather then in over zeal , hazard all, 
and run our ſelves into. a Jail., is it not good leeping 
in awhole *kin, Chriſt hach my Heart and ſhall baye, 
and what jf in-fuch an ev] rime.,, 1 give. rhe Ryler 

| ets | | my 
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wy" Motel dorh not the Sei - fay, he” rakes 
fl eveps flee? this rime,, nk Ks 
Oh, is nor this: a eviltime, hen a Mat = 
etl out of of rhe te odds things a 
fide atid'thus carnif reafonings ar 
rake ne by mow! #Op hey e- won 0 
Dane, a It nely a. $j ,0 Ite.decay 
711 | Godfitiche* X92 llc yy Lak Seay 
profeſſor ] ro have'lo lictſe wie of riſk and FTA 
Gofpef in his Hearr,; as'ro0/ ſuffer upo ” fo? a 
ration, any Storm! \wharloever W on 
ter Captivets' the denyal, © 7 has 
not whir thou bye, Rice! is that 6 VA : [5 
in Gods} og der ſuch temptations ins 
L will ftth God'fmite af! thele p peo why 
tence and "Jiſinherir them ; what 
bis Honourable Eſtimation of Gods nan 
15, 16. Now jf. thou ſhalt kill all this peopl 
then the Nations which hath heard the Famg of 
ſpeak ſaqy \ becauſe the Lord was noti able 

__ imro the Lend which be [wore to them! , het 
—_ inckem no < rf OTLord, | by 

yes fee this day, 'bur rather of my utort 
Book /; theo to ſuffer chis reproach Y Na ono thy 
famincs Name , "what mean you to ret ;. and break 
my Hart faith the Holy i fr Iam rea 2] 98000 


Ukogy ; 


to he Bound" bur to' dear Fern/aler, for eNaweot 
onr Ford Jeſus ; this bleſſed Name , that igin Seripeure 
righrly Sled, wonder(ul Connerſtere wighen Gag, Fuer- 
laſting Father , Prince of prace; thele names to. Ga 96 
FB Pal, +6. were more precious then Gold 
then flue Gold, yea the faireſt amongſt cen! thoutund,; 
even altogethiy lovtly ;* but I ſhall proceed to three or 
foar Cauſes of this decay, &c. which being heeded, 
mayferye alſo aremedies againſt this decay. oy 
rſt, 


Pie, 'v/ ſaviſh fear of new; '-aHd 


22S 


cones Poe yen edrrethe er leh 
afraid of \rbetrevilings 5" upon this ſtore); ':eithier. feas 


nng men /orferring' the things perrainingits 
this life, . a&:7db#y 12. \ fury Believed bar did wot | 


hint , for fear of looſing their place in the Synagogue. a9 {4 


is much co be feared thatrwich'tegard co'rhis,; many bear 


and biar to'hear, fee and bear: to ſee, hnowand bear to 


know ; thacdiſhonour contracted ro the:namie of Chriſt, 
and'his goſpel; that otherwiſe they wouldhor;}| and 
certainly ought not ; have w-felowſhip 'with \aefraitful 
Works of darkneſs but rather reprove them , that is, come 
not in company with them, yet if -you muſt, then re- 
buke them z for any among their great friends,kindred, 


or any other, by wliom erin they have 'great'Saini ; 
| laſph [Fa | 


ro. bear with ſwearing, ing, deriding at Re 
ligion , or other vain communications , plainly. argues 
a great Naviſh fear to have polleſſed ther,” + | 
Secondly, another Cauſe of chis,may be an impotent 
love; tharis, your love to' God proves weak or lame z 
T hert us no fear in love,” but parfefF love Caft ond fears, b& 
cauſe fear harhtorment. | © 1.1 | 1.4\r9) 4 
1Þirdly;- Wngkiltulneſs in the DoRring of, ſelf.deni- 


al;,may prove: a great Caule: of this decay ;-; ##o/cever: 
deth nat take: np 415 Croſs and follow me, canna.be my Diſ<-. 


_ behold'I go bound in. the: ſpirit 19 ferufatem,, 
pov 

bot 
flitions abide me,” biet none of theſe things move-we, either 
pI to my ſelf, ſa 1 may finiſh my courſe 


2 OT L 0-413 Mt 
-- Fourchly; & doubtful mind of, Gods Altfufficiency , 
and certginay ; 30. make up what damage may.come 
throogh og ;gareto his name and gredic , both/-i0 this 


life, --and-chatfo come; Gods as dhe 


Y0%% [| 


wat 
the things that ſhall befall me therey [ave that the 
beſt witneſſeth in cvery City, ſaying ; bonds; and af=/ 


DIP Signs, Is Pong RFI 
ſo fxen, asinthetime of preace ALY 
wy _ aF wd ſee i Ty ables of. 


hog heſt ſtraits ; Then ftland edt" 
Lord; andeas Cot ſufficiency. 1s aver 


then,” in' fike-manner he i is.never ſo bf 
When perſonsare ſuffering: (throught his'g oF for his 
matefote Fhey: ſhall laythtir hands oh your, and fe p 
ente'you; wid bring you before Ridters for my pron 5/6 
but [ will give you amonuth, anll Wiſaom , which all Jour 
adver/arits ſhall not be able to gain-ſay, Luke 21, I2, 13. 
but i ſhat{ leave this co conſideration, and: provid to 
the 17. £O DYi%s to Godlineſs IE af to 


©. CHAP. XV11, 


Showing, that ſunin thro impatience, 'wvder Offencer, | 
Zs aCertain mark 0 idy ; with Objettions , \\and 
. Anſwers, proving the ay wg of anger, w_ ehree Cax- 
fes __ Fad are onrpatient anto H& Pj ' 


-$IGN-{X V11; 


Wins at 4 ſmall offence , you are, uſually | 


Fo pod, that you hors Pri Jo 


mon, thateverrunder Fnall [deorocaions are apt 
r6 yield ro to00 deep an \impt DE ar: 
derſtandit > i w_ be rerflvy 19 phe foe 08 ws -d 
vation up ans | 
firſt, koco the meanngof fall Off - $68 
eddy 7 tothe kind of impatiente he 
Eiclt, By ſmall Offences.is meant, .cithe 
reſpeR*? GY & little! occaGot#thar is 
ſceningly; or if real,” Fer” 10. ſl 
by wiſdom ts wink arit;, ad” but HY : 


$2340 30 55b4% 49 Juoteo ig 
: J 


Me. 


"# ws * 
ww 


* anger, fort W 
is akeojnull p: 


$12 - +) ; 
Signs bf: 4 Dyjng or  Derdyrng "Ort af, 1t2. 
Secondly, Ceaſe cemt from == cor * r2 
big OEIOR SA2E2TpN 05d, 8070 thing of 
RNs 2 per Fhag+hac is Ne an many dlegres 
PAY- 


Ts Ly 
ne EN by God ate.calledche.. 
Chi n rn be 4 read more or leſs, # 
piriryal, as he is more or leſs afleReg wi es. 
py is life cumſter x0 him ; .3#/bereas 4 h dere 
debate, an dftrife among Jon, are Fe nok carnal Eo 
as men 2 4 Cor. 3. 2. 

Now the kind of i impatience here ao lleg is.for iwall. 
offences to be ſo moved or inra d.as torun beyond che 
boupds of Go.s allowance , -Be angry but #1 net 3" ler: 
nor the Sun go. cas or genr wrath, Intimatinga great 
apenels j3nperions , when provaked.tp.þe ſo -inraged as 
ro cooinue ary d hoy! Lin arab, foeking'for revenge., 
oe to Gods Cound), be. in malice as God! Children. 

Qbjeit. Bur jt may he Ke pr an allowance 
of anger, or iv pOneR under provcation may "9 


oronon, in good part,and indadip 

be angry, or a jd as0 thi 
prajoopl revenge,,or Ft 5 Jurely thn not 
He that [0 angry with 


ſoroxt 
alter 1 


, itt 


vt ot pe 7 
out to the dreaking EI Eon run- * 
avg 


ug, Sigur of,e Dying or Decering Chriſti, 
ning into curſing, ſwearing, tumults , fightiug , or 
_aO:© garrett op 
''ObjeZ. 2. But it may be agait! Objeted ;"that"thiz 
Sigti"it ſelf ſcems'to piveallowante of prear afger,”or 
impatience \" under preatOffentes ; for it ſairh ,"1/%; 
at s [mal offence "you are fo impatient ;," that you "commit 
[4 IL 27 ; 


rear (p18. : PIG 
| $574 Doubtleſs under great Offetices, greater dif- 
pleaſure may be-minifeſied , but ler the growins hea- 
veii-botti Chriſtian; ſer up hisſtandard here} rhatar 
no offence ſmall or great, hemay dareat any hahid to 
break down the'wall ;' in a word ,” Be angry and fin 
me, Epheſ. 4 26. By this means” we make'onr quar= 
ret,Gods,' to" whoth'vengearice belongs , "and" he* will 
righteouſly repay, otherwiſe, thir is, when impatience 
carries us into the path” of ſfinnnig, we. make the quatrel 
our owt, and'take'Gods work frotir him, and'{5 in- 
cur his diſpleaſare vpon'ns* The good 'Lott pive in 
wiſdotti and ſttengeh to Chriſtians hete; under aff pro- 
yocations, whetheft#teat or Imal!\-in Charch or Fa- 
mily, from friend or enemy, that they let patience have 
its perfett work,,- rather to the ſuffering any 'wrong , 
then comtitting'the'leaſt fit," How'like out Head' the 
Lotd'Jeſus would this declare 'us'to be F who did wot ſin, 
neithir-was gnete"fellnd in his month, yet whin ht was re- 
viled, tiled not apr," when be" ſuffered threathed "wot , 
(todkit moſtmeekly): and commuted hinsſelf tb Þim th at 
quageth vj1 httouſlf, - 9:0 ! F = " hare £ 
"i Objet 4 tt ſt' tity be objetted ngain, whether by 
eds SfiperiourFas Governors , Varents, or Maſters,may . 
or not be angeyWwith their" Ihferigurs's 70 
" Anſw.Nes, Aweorte themto;bor'icmnlt be as 
their drinking wis in! Ef Bers! time; atcording*to"the 
£../ ->y s allowatice ; Read fc gra it Now 
mf were bo i bent 46\ fy 

Candle ine and Dy 1) rw. 4:07.91 


Su. + 
%- 


Forks a Dyore Alrpenet=+ Yeh. ay 


to me within FI of * God, Se \of © 
proach of the Ady our provocatiofi de 
what twill, 6r Tom nine Sas A View eng, 

child of fc ak bi th TY 

{till x tnber”arifke 


ſand BF Fs] 

parte ER Re his H thets 
Ad eos ne : Poa 

NES Chriftiatif in the" wy Oni 

rig Sign, £ Cyr. 7.6, Do ; + Ee 


wt other ,and thatbefore fre wh uu 
hIromh 


= that they rather focnehsx x kn 

6 rt ” then benafelves to eve aged.” The 
orth! hed bg inthix 68d; (irwillng 
Nour coſt} der puriemcprake the wrong, 
ch with'Tinnjog en right, 
'* T fhalfhow Wy Je to two or three En ifs" De- 


he 7 


cay ,” wbeh being obſetyed and” 
EV Ber hedies apart this wg 
fot, Cauſe, . watit 0 
our SHY ri 


s of "760 high eltecin of wor 
Thirdly; ” Cutnb 45 felves with afi}, 
pY Fore el}, 95z., Want'6f pid op wy 
ſpirit; "har is, "not being? Le Soy over tur" 
' havin; he on _ beck,” wherite 
. and'to. degtey 1 Tg bratice 6f-6ur þ an! < 

make th Figs ; 7 werd envious at whe foul 
ho a a\v Fhe pi kk 0 f #hiWicked; ſaying,” 
ed my At FERIIIIEY US i ag 


Ry 


115 "Signs of 4 Dying or Decaying Chriftias. 
\Plaki 73: $+ fooliſh and ignorant was 1, ever as a Braff be 
forether. ' He chat hiath no rule Perot 3351 m 
lik a Gity withdat Walls and broken down. Want of go- 
verrggent over.oor own. ſpirit ; makes us as naked or 
' defolare, as an Wornd City, whaſe Wallarebro- 
ken down, Prov..2 op 
Secondly, ſoo  onets y Injo ents ; 
Hezhar wilt. Sopbghclonn at a bipger thi nj wy will 
not.e2{ily be moved:fora pin; All offences 2 kind 
p oh, being ſome:ingrngcrlſe the grain.of- our 
four apmdle =o the tion we haye: more 
ri will will our offencescaking be.; tis put- 
= aloe vf.es Injoyments:;1as.Huſ- 
Wy 2 Wi ; Ehidren, Houſe or Land, Gold;or Sil. 
yer; that makes ys. £o impatient 3t cheir loſs or leaving. 
SE gonr eB#ion, faith Sc. Paul; pnthings above , not on 
w: The bame'ss ih pages hath that 
bepes =} eat though;r ty che 
36p, 8s #hough PPT7 #a1{, pipe ny Bj tho 
they poſſeſſed ugg 13/398, 7; Fa Jhe Apoſtle apy = 
them to carry about wit b 45m. cheir rye rd Inzoy- 
ments; a6. Tzayeller Hog hip ol Coar gh with 
Him, every EC 0G 0 PIP wmitof; an NE looſe 
It, ro WEE it, inner meh Fpre ra 
Tra. 
lit 


forhe lets little:y aluc-ypon its; .W 
vellers ſeekto four high in their - wi Chim 
He, :yoold ahis dale lictloworldly.pelf . ſeem to us 
in our gettiag pr ſng/ing; 4 Core 6:2. Phil. 3. Be. 
ny v(Thicdly,.. A of onr ia Ry oT © 
third Remedy pelo, agaya much cymbring ojur 
withya eſs ;;thatis,;4 filing our. hands. 100 
A IgY nei. ors Hen 
We are/able. iq Wh { ter 
.thiags,aud ſo hinder medigrypannt tanaþaut 
Fhoſe-lafiing things of ay 


i814 


CM hd ———_ eoR_— 7"; " 


wks and rap 
-of 'their/wor 
4aimelivey 
4 Ty 12,44; M4. Towhar prpoſe & chemo Bairof. yr 


. SigvatOf'd DyingorDecayindChriftien. \T47 
wing of abe Spirics,. and-foweilinamd taftas every Jirtlc 
.croublevomes in-our way ;\whereas joyful ſpinc; qhar 
— 'and at libertyy Bears all thins7 Fark We! 
. © ewadares all threes ; "io mae rafily- \provoked , 48s 2. 
4 mY eqs 9 rn a\{pirc cuntheed 
is in bondage,” and quickly. frected, like i\fould: and 
ſoon broken ;'' 7 ake heeu-lenſt at anytime your: heart be 
overcharged; bnk21; -44 '7 would Dave yon be withint 
\eyefulneſs; 1 Cor. 7.3 21 Afartha,” Martha, thow-art 
Wn and cambreſftrby ſelf - about wiany- Mhings; \but 
choice , «or Aufretbbes ſelf abwen hat Pod 
aw aha Pall never be. then from Wer; Lake ro. left. 
:Conlderwhat ygu renly bow one ook tw give you 
"underſtanding. Ame, "i 


SWIYYA 4 # 


: CHAP: ONES 


"Pr ovin) Met Cleiftians 0b} alrioſt dekd , thit mabi* it 
'* * 2uore Shs To ba neſs, to get the 'Form thas the Power of 


| Kat "with Cliſes and Remeazes. 


"SIGN "X VIII. 


T Hen au are Mare careful toget the word 

; of -Ghriſts.,People , than the.: yprrit of 
Chrifts Peoples 3- the Foreg thunthePower, =. + 

That is,”ch& name and ont-lide of: Reforctarion, Ha 


ther rhe che'fpiritand power of Reformatton; when ; 


the ſtrengelvand bent of alf their care; 'lies4in'trxmming 


' thy" ſelf ro" appear before men 'righreous (67 religious, 
Ber 


veryfar-7this wich -grear ſelf-fecurity, 
reſti ng barely wpoh outfide\ performances, -perting'fine 
ons, making 2 great'ſhow 
mic Pharafarcal like ,-and ar: the ſame 
dominioniof- ſore baſe'lnſt,#/a:1 


Sacrafeces 
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- xe8* Signr of a Dying.ariDecaying Chriſtine, 
 Oatrifices aiththe Lora? he: 
Offrngs f New, and fr of fo Doſe dh 


;meerly in outwards, and ved under 


\ ee have rejgcing: in onr-felues (aan, Mat. 23. 34: ju | 
Lon or 


nat 
is the blood of Bwllocks, or Lambs or: temgrats + 8 hen 
Ju come to appean beforeme ,- whe hath equired this at 
Four hands .. to trend my Courts? Tour new; Moons and 
Apprinted\ Feaſts, they are atrouble to me, 1.\am:\Wwtary 


$0 664r thews for your hands are full of :blood.. ' They 


were then under che guilc of ay, or .dominionos both... 


and. yer at\the ſame timefull-of outward Services; and 


mighty buſie. in.their Worſhip, Hear ye chis\ye men of 


- Zudah., that. enter in at theſe gates. to worſhipthe Joord ; Do 


not truſt in {ying:-words ; ſaying, -T he Templenf the. Lord, 


the Temple of ithe Lord \ "far the Temple vfirobe Lord is 


this, If yethrougly amend your Ways andideings if -yau 
throughly execute judgment batWveen a man and his wi. 
bouy , and opprefs, notthe pot ffatherteſe, or widow', in 
this T delight fer. 7 It is clear here. alli q, .the(e .reited 
e dominion of 

very baſe luſts, at the very time they ſeemed zealous 
for the Lord. © 

And it is very qugh to be feared ,. many now adayes 
run inthe ſame channel, Ezek 33. 31,32. Come 1 pra 
you and- how what” 1; the word that" comerh forth fromy he 
Loxtt 3 gnd they cams before'ghte as my people; do ; and oth 
their mouth ſarw much love (but mark atthefame time;) 
their hrartrmorafter Covetauſneſs... \ Theſe: were: Hypo- 


«rites In/Zion,, that ſhelcex, themſelves, in-theoutideot 
, Religion., .Courrin ut Quds Altar, with tears; Mal. 2.: $, 


13," Yebhe regards them not, fecing ſuch to be'bhr no- 
painal. Chriſtians, ard. chergforeabhors,them exeveding- 


ly: TheScripture. ſeems ppoHARAE this-25A,VEBY pom- 
non overſpreading weed, PO HEPR26 TY be Funds bye 
- rather rare #0-be avoided. 


10 ptoteſſarsq3 4ovus ther 
fareall look tg.our ſelves,, prove cny ownrank,. /o Bl 


pretencemake long prayers, Rom.-2, 18 192M 
ries irrien. few _—_ _ wakeſt 
G confident that t thyſelf art 
Ce th blind, "« * Hogher to _— oper 
{ame time under-che domiadon DIL OTTENT 
But: what may 'be'the- Ca Lf this, 
ſhowild rake ſuch pains:in Religion , nod dhe fame 
timebe bur meer'painted Sepulchres ?r-, ri Ann 
12» Anſw. Firſt; -grols pra ge Temporal _—_— 
'+ *Secondly;, Carnal ſecarty...7, Fment.q")r)-! 


5. tirſt Groſsignorance ; thateGod did 
LawsforLawriake . but forrhis Name be revs inet 


:ſaving.; never placing happineſq'inthem 51 buc(4n:him 
thats the author of chem; Othen whatignoratice and 
madneſs -isit, for people. to: content. themfdves.,with 
feh-circumcifion ; God willpuniſh ſachivcbthe: u6- 
circumciſed, er; A laſt. Behold phe dayt county ſaiththe 
Lord, that 1 will paniſh the cirenmciſedwith,jQr avtruly 
: a8,:the' 150 iygamrifed , for the:one- hath Raobin'the 
fleth, and the'other not in the heart. Sb fo 1t7 oh 
. +. Secondly; Carnatfecncity y. Thats, dream they ſha) 
be accepted: becanſe great Prayers; -proat:Proachers , 
*Kreat | goers to + Church/..("t ough- .this.; he-geod 
m-ir-ſelf) yer-chis is filthy and- bad',- when: either it 
 is'alone orreſted\in ;, When they ſpell fey peattana joe 
11; then ſnddain iflruftioncamech =_— 
 8pon's' Woman (with child, _ ering! cape: , 
— 1% 0; Ts era one 
15K arndl ſecurity Is kkeitoyrove (damning fi 
of thouſandsin.our very Age «/itappearethjn: fenigaare 
-t0) be one -ofi the ;common fins; of Profeſſors jy inthe 
-timeof Noab, they cat. drank; bonghc, (61d; married, 
»8ndgave in marriage, - that-is things lawful. inthemſelves 
«with ſubmifſian-49-more noble employment was nat 
- yaadewarhlet but this. is ehat they; were-given, Wie 
theſe, 


51guraf 6 Dying-ov-Decoping Clovſhigg 12, 


had TE 1 denies ent. AT » $44 odbet, 44-45 vat Held oro 
. ” 


120" Sgatof'z Dxingor Decaying Chriflian, 
ahefe; as if they did-whigly addithetnfalywsito tha, 
3 tos ties was a} they bended their. mods: uma, 
the mawinche Gopel was ſecure: thatowens, imoube 
Marriagewithouc sbe- Wedding Garnent; the five Vis- 
ins was ſeenre,, che five Churches in Apo was ſeaaxe,, 
Showgh Wn « , and threatned withour ſpeedy repen- 
yance;|todeiſpewedout of;Gods mouth:;;: doth natudis 
Carnal Security -cagigreaty among many: Profeſiors 
i0:00r0wnerpebience-(may we nortear') take uptheir 
reſt and hope,” for Salmation, . upon what ahey»bave 
doneleaningupon aread,:have Sheets not large enough 
To-cover:them ,' arc we Hotapteill ourworks are-ttot- 
medby :emicenr' danger:and approach 'of Dearth, to 
megictbche-preſerving all} and all manner of diligence, 
to make bt:prove our Callingor Eleftionſure, by goiwg 
on in thedailyAddaionot Faith, YVerme, : Knowleagy , 
Temperazee;” Patience, Gedlineſs, Rrothtrly Lovery care 
"wen aSbarrenof' true dpiritual ancreate, and at-bel} 
Sur}: oxefs, lively thew/ewenty yearsagone:, and. yer 
pleaſe our ſelyes with! che hopes of: Salvation, .nevier 
[c@iltteringonwhattoundation our bipes are groweded , 
for confitince-of being taved:,- isin many wickedJivers, 
awhpſeWorks:dedbare;,: their Faichis not a (Faich ofche 
'Golpetkind, which purifiech the Soul ; therefore eve- 
Ty-cavfldnertf '$alvationis no F a;thiofeceptance, wah 
Fod, ' yaleſs'it be accompanied: with naderitanding of 
chackruth ir-foumds-bis»Confidenceion 3-may: not-akis 
callfor wayling onall hands, to behold and hear thou- 
Aodeiawurtand , 180 beſch ouc- ther: ord. 
/4nprecations ,71apon \trifling oceaſians ,: uttering 
wainthoparide dmiae} whilogordd Lime vime they 
.Swew chemielves ins Dammiation, ant yer whoſocon- 
:fidew2s they , -uito :whons not .onrly bur even ronhe 
:beſt &f Profeſſors,” lnmbly recommendtheſedix Serip- 


rurey "farproofof the truthof theinieſtate of zrcep- 
UF | 


rance 


121. Signs of @ Dying or Decapiny Ghriſtians's. 
cncewhkd Got Rom. $. 10, dnd of; Chrift be nite: 
goth bedys dead becauſe of ſin, but the Spirt inhifeg 
"righteouſneſs. . 2 GOT, 5. 17, Thendandf an 
abode in Chriſt he: a nel Creature;rold 
paſſed away, behold all thi 3 ave became: \MEW; 7 
5:24. And they that are Chriſts have Cracified theflaſe 
wich rhe affeitions "and Iuftr. Chap--61: 14: But Gel 
forbid that 1 foould. glory-ſave in the Craſn.ef RE 
Feſus Chriſt, by whons the world 6s. Cruti 
Inno the world, 1; John 2.6... Hetbat porigrorer 
3n him _ jo pate ts p_ «he Walkeds 


a Yom ee - Sincerigy, hon it 1s certaip 
rom Profellion- of Chriltinaicy, we: mort with Tommy 
Yo Gledraaragy, 4ok.in ent ere er 
1s 2 conliderable Argument Churicablebe- 
liete, ofthe zruth-of,(Singority-1g7 ſucks aperion \atd; 
indeed, was a prevailing Azgumeng wich the: Primi 
tive Chriſtians roadmit-Diſriplegar cha frſtCookeſlion 
'of theirbaith/inco.z Goſpel-Chargh,.andinex much a 
any further Enquiry: ipto che manter: of theje: paſt- 
46 os that. Hemident ag ary wav 
cly acrempr-What inregard 
pages the. Czoſs d erdiche fame; bm, 


YnOgogulie 2” 
#-ixas.Fleare prmany leeve all to follow him, ro2oke 
(Part, with bus hard faic,. neitber Sharr ſometimesctd 
{hgic/ Fes, neither: Adcar nor Moy, dothat if they 
TSad-cox Faich cnvpgh1to: cot God urtheie Proviion, 
'- without 


Er up <—_—_—_ 
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werdy'catbe 


1995 Sh) vn myrng of Diving OM Hens ; 
whetwurany vifible wy co Sente/Hfbſt evertc qty 


Vajiley ov: tior'ediHtie utider ir,) ar rite" the? 
for cheir own ſupply ;- but onthe ediitrary, whith Tem 
poral Advaneementis-15 vifably ptoh: ble” ro itteht!'the 
profeſſion” 'of Kehgion'; and*that ir is very much to 
be prefurned"in'ebe eye of Setice, that it wall advaice 
Vradzzand occaflorian increaſe of Reputation in futh 
adey'arthis, it very htearly coneerhes 'ſuch'as ire'utt- 
dev chis" probable” Pempration, to take corfiderable 
bead'chey'do-not'tur before they be ſent *rhirisfo 
govletp into the vatfide of Profetiion for Profeſſiofis 
fake ;:beeto(e' ito muclirffiaſtion, that rhey are 
in a very faire way-to"obtain the Rulers Favot by'it; 
for; iti very oeftaſithe Rulers:Favour hath proved 
a: wofull Snare-t60-mitry, to 'quira'good Conſiente, 
when the contrary'tarned: to their advantage, $6, 
ae: Iaſt'the onthe od themiVed thi rpeeping- Ort 
mms conan eTiphts'Tavdirite, Tikes with wo- 
poor rh e61d'the Kin ing, Noching 
mew) his troable;Hlike his 'thathe had been more 
Paichfult-eo'Hinythen to his God:'arid were tow like 
w'meer witli a wofwll reward." fe chat he had'Nijdied 
ba pleaſe Himthen bis' Maker, Thoigh ''4t- 
cr6me-Poverry be! no ſufficient 'Argument ro obſ 
perſons; 'being-upon - their Profeſſion admitted mtv 
Chrign Fold, erate the Poor receive'the GoſpeF'in 
'Kccoune'; yet rw wae en A this Text" harh been 
mu nſconftver 'and dorh'nor onely intend'T emi- 
ro (bro or pie; yet nr ma- 
Aarmall' Pooy;- as w er- 
"have- i nixde- th6fe rift tha Gods- 
1.or' for the 'Chirches Pvat#\/"to” e Irieo the 
Folkd mere: for Z3avir then Love i” not” atthfis is to 
tarldet;s \thar none 6xreeime p60; in Out- 
xer64" dar; as it'iga Material Cireumt- 
ive ſtance, 
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ſtance, thazduch as.are Wealthy, gan bave licde'by-etdy 
to. zjoyn themſelves; jn, Fellowſhip, with: char People 
where Weekly Charge will callifor gheiv continued a&+ 
ſiſkance.co- Communicate.the ſame;...ln.aword;.ofir 
ther:Condicion of, Temporal. Advancement, : oritucotty 
trary, (as both attend qur.Profeſlion; in-Religion, cam 
be without their Temptations) atd often, as ane-bath 
ſlain, its Ten chouſands. the oiber hach-Mlairt ita:Fhaus 
ſands ;. ſo.that there is no ſafety, nor ſeaſon for Seeur 
rity 1n.cither Condition, but an abſolute neceſlity.of 
being. (ti] upon our. Warch for moſt of the- Spitiof 
Che#. People, and lealt of the contrary, and ſol. pats 
= 


. 


to the next Sign ot dying in Godlineſs. 


CHAP. XIX 


Containing in it a deſcription of a decaying Chriſtian, by 
his light trouble at. Miſcarriages , though known, to 
Gods eye, while kept. from Mans eye , with: Thyee 
ſpecial, Cauſes of , this Decay, |. SEW 


| ' SIGN NIX... 


WJ you are not much troubled at your 
' ". 09 Miſcarriages, while they are kept 
from publitk view. FEA 

By "Miſcarriages here, I would be yaderſtood, the 
failings atitl failings of Gods Children, nor wilfully.nor 
alto Sher willingly, bur through infirmitybeing Qver» 
raken,” or as it were inſnared before they are,aware,, - 
yet truly privy .to what they have done, and. not, igny 
rant-they have'gone out 'of the way :, Neyerthelgls, if 
their Foigg thus far in ſight and tenſe of uneven walke 
ing 'be foubd without much trouble, it is. mot evi- 
dent they Gel caſe ig very fad; New, who AY ba 
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324 Signe vf Dying or Deciying Chriſtian: 
loves an{ foir wie i King." 8: $6; 'And whois he that 
Gay hide what he doth from'an'All-ſecing:tye, P/4/: 
$39/7- And whit is it that puts diftinRion betweet! 
weed 11%; finning,” and a bad mans ſinning ?' bir 'thar 
one (ins with all bis will, the other, with ſcarce any 
of his will, to the one what he doth is matter of de- 
light, ro the ocher what he dorh ishis ficknefs; though 
it'ts true he doth it, yee his heart is prieved ' fot it : 
now 'the more'or feſs a good man is troubled upon 
this ſcore, the more or leſs is his decay ; where the 
awful ſight of © ods eye is much reverenced, 'there all 
Miſaarriages are ſoon diſcerned and much'avoided ; 
but the leſſer any man is beſet with this grace, leffens 
bis fear to the greater, and heightens his fear ro the 
lefler : that is, Gods gye is not ſo'much run from as mans 
eye: one of the hjgheſt tew peacions to fin being (e- 
creſce ; and one of the rexel ſeaſons to try whether 
2 man hath'good will to do amiſs or no; it having in 
it no kind of let to touch his fenfitive part, with care 
or fear to efchew it, becauſe rhat 'yifible ſhame that 
ſin brings, in all probabiliry cannot come ; then Satan 
is at work mightily, having the higheſt opportunity , 
anleſs che Conſcience be fouud- very tender, tofirie 
the hearc into a trey bling ſenſe of that piercing 23# of 
the Almighty ; faying with 7ob,” Doth not\be.fae' m 
wayes, and count all my ſteps? Chap, 31.41. Whatelſe 
can hinder cloſing with terptation to a bigh degree ? 
now ſuch miſdoing as this, of ſecret Gnaipg: fonnd in 
any, 'and they not much troubled becayle it. is nor 
-made known , let the ſig they "have committed be 
nevero final} in account ; yer a (in doth” prove ſuch 
verydeſolate of the Grace of God. - EEO23. 4 
"Armen, one of Davids Sons, being evil diſpoſed 
towards'Tamer his Siſter; is gor thoughtful at all of 
Cady ſeertt eft, bur Girefal hol to aboid Mons Eye ; 
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asthis ayingproves Heve a4 Men ont. from me,.2. Sam; 
1.34 9. - lane, but T amar mult:ltay with tum, cOwands 
whom. he is wickedly defigned ,  runaing.y.nto..Gads 
eye without all fear, ſo.he_ may run, from Manveye:; 
It was not- thus with good' fo/epb Facobe Sqn, when he 
had as much if not more. lecrelie, andthe temptation 
without very Orong, to have drawn him.inza high-mif- 
carriages, at ſuch a time ina reliſting way, gaves this 
reply, Haw can 1 do thus great wickeaneſs and ſimagaint 
God? Gen. 39. 9. In like manner Anznuarias hal $a 
phira, that (old their Poſlellions, under pretenee: of gi- 
ving the price as a Free-will- Offering. ta. the:Lords 
uſe;. but when required to. ſpeak .che truthy whether 
or nothey kept any thing back, in tear to.Manseye ras 
ther than Gods eye, ſins ar a high rate, Zyang, as the 
Scripture gives it, t- the Holy Ghoſt, As y..ly 2, 3,4 
Bur ax it is the. practiſe of decaying Chrillians, co;be 
moſt careful. to. keep their gg Mans 
eye: inlike manner, their ſorrow at the Gight of fig 

is. diſtinguiſhable to be different from the ſorrow of 
the growing Chriſtian; chough: bis miſcarriage may 
be only known to God. ſaying, with Dawid, Again 
thee , thee only have 1 ſinned, and done this wickedneſs 
= thy fight , that. thow mighteſt be juſtified when thou 
ſrakes. end clear when thou judyeft : On. the contra« 
ry,.as Jeremiah complains, 7 hearkyed and. heard, bus 
they. ſpake not. aright, uo man _repented him! of his evil , 
ſaymg; what have I done," every one turneth to his own 
courſe, as the Horſe ruſteth. into the Battel...' Bac 1 ſhall 
praceed. to the Cauſes of _ this decay, which maybe 
referred to theſe three; F:rft, Blindoeſs. inthe: Uns 
derſtanding'; or Secomdly , Want of Fear to: God , 
Thirdly. Want of Love to God; (1.). Blindrefs. in 
the Underſtanding, this may, be called the. Evil of E- 


ll, fr hires he DeviaSeoud 4rvil go which 
C*N he 
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. he doth» Frame the firſt beginnings of af evil; the is 
rightly {tiled che. Prince of darkneſs, becauſe his works 
-are Yone moſt of all on -perſons Dark, inthe Vnder 
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ftanding ,. which makes us fic matter for him to-trade 
-with : 'for., whatſoever Man doth entertain «s/ his 
Choice, be it good or bad, /it is received by the Under. 
| Ing., which muſt be ſatisfied with ſome valua- 
ble, real, or ſeeming worth in it, before it is accepted : 
As Vertue is a Jewell worth all our Labour, and fit to 
be purchaſed at any rate, becauſe of the excellenrad- 
vantage ic doth ennoble and enright perſons unto, and 
for whict many have given up themſclves;ſ{o,yaluable is 
its-purchaſe; yet is it of no more worth to 4 deprayed 
underſtanding, then the choiſeſt Colours to a man na» 
turally blind, ,in like manner, Sins and Miſcarriages 
againſt. God, their dreadful ſting being. hid from the 
Wuder ſtanding , a Carnal. Profeſſor not ſeeing with 
thoſe eyes'what a yeward is laid upin God for Vertu, 
and what a P aniſbment is prepared of God for Jni- 
quity, proves a leading ; Argument. with the Fleſh, 
to call YVertwes wayes too ſtrait and troubleſame, and the 
way of Sin at the ſame time as the Stolne waters, 
ſweet and pleaſant , this is the true cauſe why the All- 
piercing eye of God is not reverenced, as the great- 
eſt Tye boch to avoid Sin-or Mifcarriages, and ro be 
troubled: for any progreſs in that Rode; for, a truely 
ey underitanding repreſents the. preſence of 

20d allwayes ſo near, as'that it ſeates@ reverence of 
this God in .the heart, rooted , and itt, the, life, evt- 
denced, P/al. 15.8. P/al.109. OLord, ſaith David, 
thou haſt: ſearched me, and known me, thou knoweſt 
my dowa litting, and -np;riling, thow ynderſtandeſt 
my thoughts a. farr off, and art acquainted with all. my 
wayes , .tere-is.an open paſſage 0 Davids . uader« 
ſtanding.for the All-piexcing eye ot 'Gad, _ be 

nowes 


Sieeyel's Pais. para FENgs fax 
to ben Heart, rarcber era fie pls gs 
SER © exefore, after ke; bad mage his.ge 
knpwledgihent of; Gods Omuipreſence,i withthis pers? 
tigent, avd powertul, Application i, Prayer -tg tug 
cloſeth. all; ſzying,. Search., mg, God, and. know my 
heart... try me, and. know,mMy thoughts, and [ee-if\ there 
be any. wicked way u me; ana lead mein the way ever» 
laſting ;._ that. is, inche Path,of Vextue, which certain« 
ly centers 10 eternal happineſs. P{al:139. 1,2, 23, 244 
This was David: frame, | 1 
But when our [laderſtandings are ſo depraved, that 
we can walk on ſmoothly, like the Harloty: ſaying, 
Come, let 15 take our fill of love-until the morning 
let us ſollace our ſclves with love , for the good man is 
not at home, he is gone along journey : Hear is the 
abſent eye of the Husband, he is gone a long journey, 
what now is inthe way ? her Underitanding 18 ſo blind 
as to the perceiving priyity of God, he is not in her 
thoughts once to make anſwer, bur G#d: is near and 
ſeeth my ways, and counts my goings in like maniier, 
The young Man being void of underſtanding gocth 
after her {traight way, not knowing that the deadare 
there, and that her gueſts are in the depths of Hel. 
Secondly, Want of the fear of God, is a cauſe of 
this decay, be whoſe heart is poſſeſt with thefear of 
God, as knowing his pane, and goodneſs, his 
mighty power andarm to ſave or deſtroy. Tho þ Cuch | 
ari ohe wants no power or qr to offend this God 
by committing actual evil againſt this God, yet dare 
not, cannot, will not do it , but were it not for the 
fear of. God, conld and would do what they cannot, 
not dire not. © The King of Egypt commands the He 
brew Midwives, that if a Son were born, [thy 
kill hint"; and who then w blatne theth } 1 
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Rand Eat, ard po But rhe | Hebrew yore 
and did. nor do”as-the Kit oe xo: 

minded chew, burſaved the Male-children 

OM 1:17. Good Nehemiah had a8 preat 4 powev to 

£xatt ory burdens as any of the former Gavernors 

that Bad be before him, but acquitceth, bimfelf in f 

rheſe words, So didnet-1, berauſe of the fear of God. | 

Theſe perſons wanted neither power, nor ſecrecy, to 

have complicd withthe cemprations before chem ; yer 

they are held þy. this precious Grace, tht fear of Ged. 

tn VE Holy <cripture muſtereth together a Tribe 

of Helhiſh aRionhs;, "Mens throats an open Sepulcher, 

their eoypues full of teceir, the poyſon of Alpes wi 

| der their lips, their tmonthes full of curſing and bitrer- | 

ne[s, 'thetr fect: ſwift to- ſhed hiod. ; 45-4 reaſon of : 


his li of black Deeds, the Holy spirir tells us, 7 he 

felt of God s not before their eyes, Rom.3. 18. That Is, 
rhey ave not a reverencial apprehenlion of the Mas | 
jeſty of God ks preſent in all places, and at all times, | 
| alt beholding both. the evil and good ations of | 
the rx tir fearerh-or ſweareth an Oath ; ſo that.it is | 
hee) ex el charge of God, to his Heaven-born CHil. 
fren, i derty cheir cecrain progteſsin Grace , elit | 
heybi hey 3s.chejr coaching; the.girmencof the fear 
ord all the day forig , and if welookfor'that 
oi how: of calling God Father chento paſs the on 

= Frellizg Ke 'e in fear, 1 Pex; 17. afſignin: 
hl, $12 nelyrothe well-being, bur to! py 
. Withbiirwhich kifideof 
K. {hot þoinbl 15 hake*the ou vr 
Pic iris /iderft, - Atari 

oY our deep to wer 
bt oe or yery dei he fo 
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/Abirdly Want of loveto God, is a cauſe of this 
decay; dit welove him 4s-we ought, we: would nor 


God the Lord Almiglty, Maker of Heaven and 


evgidif @ Dybng 3 Droejing Clvitits. 13g 


fo wound him as We do? our Ignorance, whata Bren 
194.0 


2nd: the Seas and Fountatris' of Water that did by 
ſay, Let rhere belighic, and tliefe was light . that did 
bot fay-to.che proud Waves of the Sea be ſbll, and 
they obeyed his voice z* that did but comrhand the 
Eaſt .Wind co blow, ard the Red Sea became as dry 
Land : -Andat the next voice of bis word returned in 
its full frengeb; and devoured the King of Egype, and 
all his Chariots and Horſtien , ſo that not one of them 
eſcaped. Our ſweet Singer of 7/78, when be comes 
ro make this bis meditation,cryes our an his great ſence 
of-thie Majeſty of God, What ailed thee O Sea, th 
thou fleddeft 1 thou 7ordan, that thou waſt driven 
back | ye Mountaihs, that you oped like Rambs 
and ye little Hills like Lambs ! O- faid David, Lwill 
tell thee, O my Soul, what was the matter | The pre- 
ſence of the Lord was there , tremble thon Earth at the 
preſence of the Lord ; at the preſence of the God of Ja- 
cob, which turned the Rock into a ſtanding Watey, the 
Flint into a Fountain of Vater ! As if he ſhould lay, 
if thou did: but underſtand his preatneſs, and bis 
goodneſs, \ thou wouldſt both fear bimy and love 
\ Nowithe Underſtanding doth not embrace Truth 
withdeſire, becauſe it is a Truth, for ſo is Hell ; but 
becauſe it isanuſeful, deſireable, ſuitable, and durable 


Truthy ſo is God:: Did we know him, we aro Gf? 
hi/\ Þ{@rhe more we increaſe in knowledge of God. 
the-more we ſhall grow out of fove ana &. 
and-increaſe of love to God, for God"816 , 80d 
anſwerable to the knowledge we have of his Eoveli- 


neſs, Will our affeRion be drawn out to bim, it is 
F101] K 2 love 
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lrue ed oye Tre pim 
bear. with Peter ,. an ſte c wm 0 
after he had denied him FR Pu cl $8 Ft 
the Seed of true” Jove in a nat | Mr ; 
Chriſts new admonicion to weep ſo bitterly, The, oe: 
of the Lord underſtood by a ft inner, his Creation love, 
his Redemption loye, his | Yocation love, and Salva- 
tion loye, To all iree loves, ' without the leaſt Merit, 
makes the Soul look back, and ſce its fins in its woful 
Die ; then looks forward and ſees its Lord with the 
Print of the Nails in his hands, and the print of the 
Spearin his fide.” And now appears Chriſt fu ll of love, 
ind'now the Soul 1s ſick of love. From hence ariſeth 
trac hatred for ſin as fin , and now no need to be fuſ- 
peed not to weep for ſuch miſcarriages, as are kept 
from publick view ; and here is then the crue diſtinRion 
between a real, growing, and bur a ſeeming Chriſtian ; 
the one, his ſin is his ſore , becauſe God. ſecs ; the 


other, bis wing is his ſore, becauſe Man ſees, | 


Signs of «Dix or decaying Chriſtin, 2:27 
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CHAP, X X. 


DR —_———_— 


Shtwing the heart very bad, When under faults it can- 
not bear plain dealing ; with three Canſes of this 
baaneſs ; and direftions for the Chriftian admanifber 
t0 take /ix Companions along with him; 


SI GN XX; 


W/ 7” you love leaſt thoſe Chriſtians that deal 
moſt faithfully with you, in the openin{ 
90ur ſores, and tendering your Remedies, 

Itis a trongerevidence ot a bad Spirirc, when per- 
ſons come to this paſs, either they mult be unſenlible 
of their bad ſtate, or elſe willing to continue in ic 
through a hardened heart , but may be eaſily diſcern- 
ed ina Church, cither by their itching at moſt plain 
ſoul-ſearchingDoRrine , or their eſtrangedneſs to the 
moſt zealous ſpiricual Brechren, and if there be a 
luke-warm Chriſtian in the Church, a thouſand co one 
but he is moſt of their.ſociety ; they may alſo be known 
by this, they are greatelt ſtrangers to the difficulceſt 
duties ; *tis hard to bring them coearly dwies, and as 
hard to hold them at late ſervices ; in a word, you may 
have their company, but ic'mult be at ſervices molt 
eaſie, when ſome outward credit may accrue to them 
by their profeſſion; then none ſhall ſeem more apt 
and aQive then themſelves, and God that belt knows 
this, greatly abhors this, and will chaſtiſe ſuch 
Churches as are nor careful to remove, and will alſo 
' induetime, make ſuch perſons by one means or other, 
ſo manifeſt, that he that runs may read them , bur as 
K there 
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128 Signs of a Dying or decaying Chriſtian, 
there are ſach that will not like them that deal faithful. 
ly with them , even ſo, there are ſome that out of 
perſonal reſpet to ſuch, and for fear to loſe their 
favour, will not tell them ſo nakedly of their ſores ; 
bur in love to their perſons ſpeak faintly of their fins, 
and ſo hate their Souls, In ſhew theſe area mans 
oreateſt friends, but in cruth his greateſt enemies, wit- 
neſs the falſe Prophets, 1 Kings 22. 6. Shall Igo 
againſt Ramoth Gilead to battel, or ſhall ] forbear ? 
and they [aid go np,for the Lord hath delivered it into thy 
hand. And when a Prophet of the Lord one A4icaiah 
is called for, ver/, 13. They would fain have ſeduced 
thim to ſpeax good words, as they called it, that is 
pleaſant promiſes, though they were lyey ; Thus we 
may ſee the property of ſome falſe Prophets, that 
for an Angel will cry up a perſon as if he were almoſt 
an Angel, it was even ſo in Feremiah's time, Chap. 8. 
They have bealed the hart of the Danghter of my people 
ſlightly, crying, peace, peace, When there was no peace, 
When God would not, nor righteouſly could not, 
ſpeak peace but war, becauſe of their miſdoings ; yet 
theſe falſe Prophets make promiſes of peace to them 
though in their ſins, that as God by the Prophet Z ze- 
kicl complains, Chap, 13. Sowe pillows under arm-holes 
for pieces of bread, and hanafuls of barly,. Sparing 
what he would haye deſtroyed, and deſtroying whar 
he would haye ſpared. 

[t isa very great Judgment upon a Church or peo- 
ple, to have ſuch amongſt them, as will ſpeak peace 
ro any out of the way of peace; itis as bad a judg- 
ment upon thoſe perſons, that love not thoſe that 
ſpeak war to them, when their impenitency ſpeaks 
the ſame ; yet of ſuch the Apoſtle St, Paul complains, 
Gal. 4.15,16. Am | therefore become your enemy, be- 
canſe I till you the trmth ? Doubtleſs theſe Galathiars 

ſpeak 


| 
| 
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; 
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ſpeak in their hearts asmuch, as others ſpeak of che 
Prophet Amos, Chap. 7, Io. who ſay, The lad i 
wot able to bear his Words ; once this ſame Church could 
have pulled out cheir eyes ( if it hadbeen poffibie ) ro 
have done thisſame Apotſile good ; Now counts him 
their enemy for telling them the truth. 

Before I paſs tothe canſes of this decay, I ſhall of- 
fer ſomething by way of Caution, touching the A D« 
VISOR andthe ADVISED, Firſt tothe Ad- 
viſor. 

I have ſeen in my experience many an uſeful and 
needful admonition, proye as Water ſpilt upon the 
ground, for want of $ix C Ompanns, thac the Chri- 
{tian Admoniſher in his faichtul deaitong with hi- Bro» 
ther in rhe opening his Sores, and tendrinp his remedies 
ought always to bring along with him , their names 
are worthy to be known, and their Company prized 
in this Caſe, The name of the Firſt, is Con/deration ; 
the Second, is Love : the Third, is Time : the Fourth, 
is Matter : the Fifth, is Janner ; and the Sixth, is Exd, 

Firf, Conſideration; Have | heard or ſeen my 
Brother commit a Treſpaſs, Now what faith Conſi- 
deration? It firſt poes to Prayerin !ts Cloſet ; and 
then adviſeth me to weigh che Treſpaſs in Gods Bal. 
lance, whether Great or Small, whether apainſt 
the Firſt Table or Second, or both, whether more 
Accidentalor Habitual , under-what Circumſtances of 
Agpravation, leſs or mere, whether hurryed by the 
Strength of Temptation; and fo Sin ſought him 3 or 
whether the Temptation Remote, and ſo he ſought 
the fin, and thus Conſideration doch its office, as ta 
the Sin; but keeps all in his ow breaff, rill a furchet 
progreſs, and having conſidered the Sin and its Dee 
crees. Now Confideration weighs the Conſtitution, 
and Condition of the Perſon , iv hat elementary influ- 
K 2 ence 
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ence of the Heavens, hath moſt impreſſion apen bim 
naturally , Is he 5/4 or Chollerick, > Is this bis addiQ- 
ed Sin, that which bath influence upon him, that 
which bc is moſt aptto of all other to be taken with, his 
right eye f», or his right hand fv, bis Dalilah, bis 
Abſolom ; thus and thus having weighed , he paſſes 
jadgement in his Spirit ; and now calls for his nexc 
door Neighbour, L O V E anddiſcourſeth the matter 
with him, and thisis the ſecond Companion, namely 
Love, that is to go along with him. 

Now faith Love, I have heard or ſeenthis Brother 
Treſpaſs ; buta I am fit perſonto deal with him for this 
Treſpaſs ? Do I with a fervent heart Zove hims,if not, 1 
am not fir to go along with Conſideration to him, for 
if I Love him, I ſhall do all in Love, and not through 
paſſion oyerdo,; ſome Chriſtians have ſhown ſo 
much wart of Love in their Admonitions , that 
while they have pretended it was the Lords quarrel, 
have managed it with fo /izt/e Love, asthough it were 
their own ; therefore faith Love, if I hate his ſin, and 
love his perſon, I may be uſeful in Conſiderations Com- 
pany ; butIlam ſureI do dearly Lovehim ; and there- 
fore will make Gods words my rule, which hath com- 
manded me, Let all your works be done in Loye ; and 
now Love calls its next door Neighbour, namely, 
TIME, andthatis the Third Companion, 

Now faith Time to Conſideration, you have been 
with God at prayer in your Cloſet, and have weighed 
the Sin under every Circumſtance, and you ( mean- 
ing Love) have reſolved your ſelf in this queſtion, 
that you Love the perſon with all your heart , but hate 
his ſin, and your Love isſach, that you can, and do 

reatly ſympathize with him, and have been praying 

or him, and adviſing with Conſideration about him, 
and have reſolved to do all in Love to his Body ; but 
in 
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Slgns of « Dying or decaying Chriſtian, 13 
in a moſt eſpecial manner co his preciovs Soul, no 
Mother can be mote tronbled ar the fall her Child 
hath got, and the wound thereby, then you are troy. 
bled ar this your Brothers fall. Now faith 75me, 
when ſhall we go and ſpeak with him ? we muſt 7; 
our undertaking ; for every thing ts beamtiful in it! 
ſeaſon ; we will take him when molt alone, and freeſt 
from any ineumbrance of worldly buſineſs, and not 
chaffed in his mind about any croſs or loſs, affliction 
or provocation, and if we cannot ſpeed, we will go 
again, and again, and again , not mattering our t5me 
ſo we gain the End of our Time ; and having thus 
timed our work, we will call our next neighbour, 
whoſ@®thame is MATTER, and that is the Fourth 
Companion. | 

Now ſaith Matter we muſt do all by rule, itis that 
which muſt be our guide ; for as many in ſpeaking 
and aQing, as walk according to this rule, Peace be 
on them, and God will proſper them ; well then, whae 
Scripture hath he ſinned apainſt2 What Law hath he 
broken ? How ſhall we do toconvince him of this (fin? 
Theſe are the precepts that he hath broken , and for 


| theſe we muſt call him to conſideration i Love to day, 


and not deferit till another :5-:e;and when we have'had 
the comſortable fruit of time in this matter withſucceſs, 
then we muſt have ſome fic yzanney alſo for Comfort to * 
our fallenBrother by way of promiſe: for our neighhour 
Aatter bids us uſe theſe Scriptures if he be Stubborn,8: 
theſe Scripturesif he be Bowed and fall under his x. 
And now Matrer calls his next door Neighbour, 
whoſe name is MANNER, and he is the fifth 
Companion who is to go along with the reſt ; And 
now faith Manner, be fare you having prayed and 
weighed his f», and conſulted with Love, with 75we, 
Matter, Now you muſt uſe a ſuitable way ot _— 
K 3 or 
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of ſpeaking ; for 1 have known many a good cauſe 
ſpoyled by ill management, therefore we muſt 
keep down paſſion, and ſpeak to him ſo mildly, that 
the A1avner of our ſpeech may rot give him occaſion 
to think that our nexr door Neighbour LO V E was 
abſent: For I once knew an ancientChriſtian ſaith Zan 
ner in his watter and manner of rebuking a fault, 
* ſpoyled the Cauſe, and LOST HIS END. For 
as to the Matter, he did uſe improper or ſcriptureleſs 
expreſſions; and as for the Aſanrer hedid not do it 
wich that gravity and ſeriouſneſs of Spirit that Conſe» 
deratios and Love called for , ſo that'the manner of 
our carriage muſt be ſach, as that we may not looſe 
our /aboxr;, and for that reaſon we will call off next 
and Jait door Neighbour, and thatis END, whois 
the Sixth Companion, that is to go along with Conſs- 
aeration, Love, Time, Matter and Manner 
Now faich Z»4, W hat do we propoſe to our ſelves 
jo this Enterpriſe ? what is our End4?. Let us examine 
our heart? cruly- and throughly Is-0nr' End, to ble. 
miſh our Brothers Reputation ? .Are we glad heis fall- 
en? Are we going now to put him to open ſhame, and 
make him the by-word of ſuch as waited for his Halt 
ing, if this be our exd, fſaich Ex4, then let us mourn 
over our ſelyes, and get into another frame, or elſe 
chuſe other perſons. to the work ; for if our end be 
right, ic is the honour of God, who is diſhonoured by 
this- ſin, and it is the regaining our Brother by Repen- 
tance. Oh ! How will it grieve us to hear the adver- 
ſary fay, Aha! Aha ! Aha ! Aha! So would we haveir, 
and what ſhall then become of the great name of God? 
theſe are or ends, and therefore let us proceed to the 
work, and cake all our Neighbours with us, and the 
good Lord be our good ſpeed, Amen, Amen, 
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Now if Chriſtians will make this way their rule, or 
the like way of proceeding as much berter asthey can, 
[ onely in my experience of the dreadful conſequences 
that have attended the contrary, andin my intire affe.. 
Rion to a regulation caſt in this my poor mite into the 
Lords treaſury ;& now ſhail offer a word ofcaution,al- 
ſoto the perſon co whom theſe neighbours come , and 
that is, that he would take the fame heed, how he' 
entertains this company in their coming to bim, as 
they take in ficting themſelyes to come to him, that 
he may acquit himſelf from being under chis dying 
ſign of loving leaſt ſuch plain-dealers. And to this 
end, I humbly offer my advice;: namely , that he 
would alſo take heed of heart-ri/ing, and put on con- 
ſideration, and go immediately into his Cloſer, and 
hear all in Zove, and think charitably of the gueſts ;' 
and conſtrue their Ed with Charity, that as they have 
reſolved before they came, to do all in Love, ſo he 
now reſolve to receive all in Love, that when they have + 
delivered their meſſage, they may take their leave 
with the Apoſtles words, pe do all things Dearly Be- 
loved for your edifications , and he may return upon 
them with theſe words of the Apoſtle, Finally, My 


' Brethrex Farewell. Now by this means, occaſion will 


be offered to conclude with thankſgiving to God at 
their return , and no occaſion offered to tempt 
this Brother co abate in his Love-to the perſon; 
becauſe of any ill management of the matter, 
neither will this leave any Room for this dy- 
ing ſign to take-place in the Church of God ; but 
will certainly tend co its preventing, or it begun to its 
ſpeedy removing, And to theſe great ends, The ble- 
ſſing of God go along with the Adviſer and Adviſed. 
Amen, 
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But I ſhall briefly ſpeak of two orthree Cauſes of 
this Decay, which being avoided, may ſerve as fo 
many Remedies againſt this dying Sign, 

Firſt, A firſt Cauſe is, ſhaking hands again with 
our old fins, falling in loye with what once we loth- 
ed ; yery burthenſome to J1/rael was Afoſes, when 
once they began to grow affected withthe Fiſh, the 
Cucymbers, andthe Mellons, that they hadin Zgype 1 
not only then good, plain dealing Loſes comes our of 
requeſt, but even Gods Manna, chengh Angels food, 
Nam, 11,. 5, 6. Weremember the Fiſh-which We did 
eat in Egypt freely, the Cucnmbers and the Melons, 
and the Leeks, and the Onyons, and G arlick , but now 
our ſoul is dryed away, and there 14 nothing at all beſides 
this: Manna before our eyes, and this we lathe as light 
bread, Chap. 21. 

But- Secondly, A ſecond Cauſe may be this, a 
loſing the reliſh we once had to heavenly things, 7er. 
2.23. 1 remember thee, the kindneſs of thy youth, the 
love . of thine efponſals ; When thou wenteſt after me in 
the Wilderneſs, in a Land that was not ſown; then thou 
weſt bolin:ſs to the Lord, and the firft-fruits of hu in- 
creaſe ; but now be aftoniſh:d4 Oh heavent at this, and 
be horribly affraid yea wery deſolate, ſaith the Lord, 
for my people have forſaken the Fountain of living wa- 
rers, and hewen out to chemſelves broken Ciſterns that 
can hold no Water. Bat 1 bave a few things againſt 
thee, bteauſe thou haſt left thy firft love ,, Remember 
therefore from whence thou art fallen, or elſe I will 
come and remove thy Candleſtick except thou yepent, 
Rev. 2. 12. 

Thirdly, A third Cauſe may be this, a too coo much 
complying with the friendſhip of this World ; which 
in its latitude is enmity with God, Gal. 5.'7, Ye did 
run Well, who did hinder you, ( or as the margin _ 

rive 
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drive-you back-) that you ſhould not obey the trath - 
( or hold on your way ) This perſwaſion comes wer of 
bins that calleth yow : If any come to me andbate no 
his Father, and his Mother, Wife, Children, Bro» 
thers, Sifters, yea, and his own life alſo; he cavmnet be 
my Diſciple, Luke 14. 26. Demas hath forſaken me, 
and hath imbraced this preſent Poyld. Read and con- 
ſider, ibs wk | 
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CHAP, XXL 


Proving the condition of the rich as well as the poor, to 
be 4 conditionof trouble ; and that Whether zt be com- 
mon or more then ordinary, to be anſwerable in pray*. 


er; with a mo of the different kinds of trouble , 


With profitable Objeftions anſwered ; aud 4 canſes of 
this decay aſſigned. 
SIGN XXL, 


Hen under more than ordinary trouble, 
| af flitions, or ſtraits, you are n4t more 
then ordinary in Prayer. 

For the opening of chis Sign. a3, 

Firſt, what is meant by troubles ® It is ſomething 
that in it ſelf is not, nor cannot he pleaſant 3 Bur 
ſomerhing that oppoſeth and withſtanderth the deſire 
and delight of.che mind ; and cherefore in Scripture 
called a burthen , Caft,thy bu+then apon the Lord and 
he ſhall (uſt ain thee, were trouble a matrer of pleaſure, 
and profit in it felf, there would not be that proper 
need of prayer, and calling for help from one that is 


ſtronger; $0 that asthe word is univerſal in an ordi- 
nary 


' 136 Signiof « Dying or decaying Chriſtian, 
nary caſe, it takes in theſe cares, fears, and ſorrows 
in common, that we are dayly incident to, fob 5.6, 7, 
AMan is born to trouble, as the ſparks fly upward; 
Thatis, it is as natural for man to meet with trouble, 
as it is for theſparks to fly upward , becauſethere is 
not that ordinary common condition, but it hath its 
proper temptation , -as 1 ſhall inſtance in this follow. 
ing : for faith the poor man, were 1a rich man, how 
glad, how thankful , how contented ſhould I be ? 
But Solomon faith of the rich, Ecele/. 2. Who can 
come afrer the King? 1 got me this and his, yer al 
vanity avd vexation of Spirit ; and there ts noprofit un- 
der the Sun, 

Objeft. Why no profit 2 

For theſe reaſons, firſt, he is yery apt to be high 
minded, and that will dog him, and trouble hitn , 
and as it is very hard for the poor to keepthe wolf 
from his door, that is hunger and rags, even ſo the 
rich heisin danger of,and involved with trouble, 177m. 
G. 17, Charge them that are rich in this Werld, that 
they be not high minded; whena high mindin a ſtately 
Coach, and a meek Chriſt on a poor Aſles colt meer 
together, Herods Palace, and Chriſts Manger ; It is 
wellnow if the high mind do not rather die than ſtoop, 
Exod. 5. 2- compared with Dan, 3.15. how the 
od that 1 fronld obey him > what God z able to ael;- 
ver you out of my hand? Here in their greatneſs, they 
challenge God, Zames 5; Do not rich men oppreſs 
you, and bring you before Rulers ? Is it not their 
common practice to uſe their power to oppreſs you, 
and as Solomon ſaith, Prov. 18. 23, While the pooy 
uſeth intreaty, the rich anſwereth roughly. Now God 
is pleaſed to eſtabliſh a ſtatute in 7/rae/ to prevent the 
evil of high mindedneſs, which the rich was incident 


to, Dem, 17. 18, 19, 
But 
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But . Secondly, The rich hath-tbe trouble of care,: 
as well as the poor, differing only in this, ! ic runneth 
io another Channel ; For the abundance” of the rich, 
will not ſuffer him to ſleep, heis ſo beſet with fears of 
the robber, & cares how to ſecure, as holds his eyes;is as 
adiſcaſeupon him, Zccleſ, 5.12. Tr isclear from expe- 
rience alſo, for ſome rich are ſo beſet with troubles; 
that they wiſh as a hope of deliverance, 'that they had 
been poor z Thus much torche rich, Now the poor 
hath his troubles alſo, thongh of a contrary kind, for” 
as the rich are apt to be too high, ſo the poor too-low'; 
Fob 5. 15. But he ſaveth the poor from the mighty, 
chat is, from being cruſhed by him, P/a/. 113.7. He 
raiſeth the poor out of the auf ; they are {0 low, that 
God ftands for chem couphold them, and keep them, 
leſt chey ſiok. + $13 an ? 
Secondly, As the rich, his abundance will not ſuffer 
him co ſleep. Prov. 16. 15.. So the deffrutticn of the 
poor # bis poverty ;, that is, it leads him to dothar- 
that will deſtroy. Prov. 30. 7. Left] be'poor and ſteal, 
and take the name of my Godin vain: 'Hanger, Cold; 
Fears, Cares, Poverty, and Oppreffſioo, that is their 
ortion, Y 
\ Now all theſe are common tronbles, that are 
incident to every man, but more then ordinary are” 
ſuch as are not ſocommon, that'do not come every 
day, but are of ſach'a .kind as this,” Pſal. Fo. 1 5. 
( all upon me inthe day of 'trouble ; This day of trou- 
ble notes ſomething of ſingularity,: as elſe-where the 
hour of temptation, notes ſomething 'not 'ordinary 
and common , for: every man' is ſuhje-tobe tempred 
daily , but-this is called hour of eryal, becauſe it is 
ſome cemptation of a ſtrange kind,” notordinary and 
common, as is eyidenced by theſe Scriptures follow- 
ing, Nehem, 4.9, Nevertheleſs we made onr prayer 
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auto our God, Iſa. 37.11, 12,13. Luke6 12, Aﬀs 
12.5. All cheſe Texts plainly ſhew, that the practice 
of holy men, in'mote then ordinary troubles, was to 
be more then ordinary in prayer. 

But it may be ObjeRted, whatis meant by ordinary 
prayer; whether once or twicea day, men oughtin 
ordinary caſes to pray. 

In Anſwer to- which I ſhall firſt premiſe, thatmen 
ought to pray dailyin, or under ordinary or common 
troubles, from theſe Texts of Scripture, Afar, 6, 7, 
11. Give us this day enr daily bread, this day, either 
intetds ſome particular day in a mans life time, or elſe 
every day ; that day that we bave need of daily 
bread, or Gods ſtrength and help, is the day here 


| intended; but every body will grant, that every day 


we have need of daily bread; therefore doubtleſs, 
the intent of Jeſas Chriſt here is, that we ſhould pray 
every day. Luke 18. 1, 5. Men ought always topray 
and not to faint, but cry day and night, Luke 21, 36. 
Pſal, 68. 3. compared with 88. 9. Hear me O Lord 
for I cry to thee daily; By this I hope all good men 
_ conclude , that it is their- duty to pray every 
ay. 

Objeft. How often every day in ordinary caſes,oughe 
we to pray * 

Anſw. Where it hath not pleaſed God by way of 
precept, to direR to times by way of aumber, exam- 
ple doubtleſs may teach us ſomething; Pſal. 35. 17. 
Morning, nom, and evening Will ] prey and cry to God, 
«nd he will hear me; as if David ſhould ſay, my often 
importuning will be a means of prevailing, Daniel 
6, 10, Kneeled' down upon bis knees, three times a day, 
and prayed, and praiſed God as he did aferetime : clear- 
ly proving, it was Daivels prattice to bein that hea- 
venly ſervice, three times a day ; theſe Scriptures 
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ceaching ſurely,either chat 2 fm ought in _—_ 

troubles, to be found in prayer three times a day, or 

at leaſt co beallthe day ina praying frame. | 
eff. 3. But ſome may ſay, what if wedo not 

pray atall ſome dayes, ſhali wefare the worſe ? 

Anſv. Firlt, if you pray not at all, you go out of 
Gods peoples road; as both precept and example 
ſeems to point out ; Give #s daJ by day nr daily bread: 
ſeeming to note as well a. continuance inthe duty of 
asking, as in the need of receiving, alſo 1 Theſ. 5. 
Pray continually : Nehemiah, David, Daniel, and 
Jeſus Chriſt, by their daily praRice ſeems to conſtrue 
chis precept, to intend daily prayer, 

Secondly, not to pray at all, ſeems to putus out of 
Gods gracious proteRion, and ſo we prove ſelf-be. 
trayers, Ezck. 36.37. I will yet for all this be inquired 
of by the howſe of Iſrael, Luke 22. 40. Pray that you 
enter not into temptation. If you (eckh him he willbe 
found of you, but if you forſake him, be will forſake you, 
2 Chron. 15. 2. 

Thirdly Not to pray at all, ſeems to put us out of 
the way of promiſe of being helped in troubles , Ca# 


' apon me inthe day of trouble, and | will hear thee, and 


thou ſhalt glorifie me, Plal.53. Seek and you ball find, 
knock and it ſhall be opened to you. 

Fourchly, Negle to prayer, tempts God to ſuffer 
us tO belead into temptation : Poxy o«t your hearts be- 
fore him at all times, God is a refuge for ws : butit is 
to ſuch as wait upon him by pouring out their wants 
before him, Lead us not into temptation, but deliver 
#s from evil. Mar. 6. Lai. 64. F. 

What hath deen ſaid, may reach ewo things ; Firſt, 
the lamentable condition of ſach as neither can,nor 
will pray, that areas unaccuſtomedtoit, as the Heifer 

to, 
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to. the yoak ; living abſoluce Atheiſts in the World) | 
ſaying in cheir heart, if worin their ations to0, theye 
5; #0 God: Ponr ont thy wrath upon the heathen, and 
families that call not upon thy name. 

Secondly, Thisteacherh to ſtrenpthen the hearts and 
hands of ſach as fear God, to this ſervice of prayer, 
it being parrof their defence or Armour, Epheſ, 6, 
Praying always with all prayer and ſupplication in the 
ſpirit, watching thereunts with all perſeverance , &c, 


when thou ſaidſt ſeek my face, my heart ſaid, thy face 


. Lord will I ſeek, : thou wilt bide me in thy pavilion, 


Pſal. 27. 4. 536, 7, &, 9. Readand conſider, fo paſs 
co the cauſes of chis Lecay, 

W hen under more then, &c. But what may be the 
Cauſes of this Decay ? 1. Ignorance of ſelf-frailty, 
2 Ignorance that troubles, or afflitions are Gods 
frame-bouſe. 3. lgnorance, what an eſpecial help 
Ged is in a time of trouble, 4. Ignorance, that 
prayer to God in trouble, is the very means appointed 
by God to obtain help from trouble. 

Firſt, Ignorance of ſelf-frailty, Man that & boyy 
of a Woman, #s of feW days and full of trouble, His 
frailty ſaith, that he doth not laſt long, like the Pitch- | 
er ſent co the well, and meets with a fall which break. 
eth ir all co pieces, and it becometh uſeful no more; 
the holy Spirit in this Text gives us to underſtand the 
Nate of Man, heis Bornof a Woman, and that is Ar- 
gument enough to prove his frailty, that as ſuch he : 
ſhall Hunger, and Thirſt, and be full of Infirmities 
and Sickneſles,” Dying till he Dye : This is witneſſed 
every dzy; did we not ſhut our eyes fromit ? whi- 
ther can we goto ( ity orCountry, and not meet with 
frail man, under the Burden either of Conſumption, 
Stone , Chollick, | Burning- Feaver, Tertiaw-agnt, 
Timpany, Dropſie, Senrvy, Griping, Gout, &C, 
May 
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May not our dayly experiencetell us this? Are we 
not Ebbing or Flowing continually ? If at morning 
Joyous, at evening in Heayyneſs ; our ſtate not only 
croubled in common, but our daily accidents ſheoting 
as it were new Arrows of greater trouble at us, till we 
come to fulfill that doleful cry in the Morning, to fay, 
would God it were Evening, and at Evening to ſay, 
would God it were Morning, Dexz. 28. 67, No place 
of reſt for the ſole of the Feor. Doth not L O N- 
D ONS houſesof Hoſpitality witneſs this every day? 
May we not go thither and find Captives creeping to 
DEATH, as it were looking gaſtly, weeping bit- 
terly, with'this Sequel; 0h that my Days were at au 
end, andmy Nights no more ! Mortals look butround 
you, and behold your frailty, here lies one fall of 
groanings, waiting to be cut tor the Stone, here lies 
another to have a gangrenned Leg or Arm Sawn off, 
here lies another eaten up with the Kings-Evil, here 
lies another eaten up of the Cancer; Ina word, we 
may conclude with the words of the Prophet 1/aiah, 
Chap, 1. 6. From the Sole of the Foot, even unto the 
head, there is no ſoundneſs init, but wounds and bruiſes, 


and putrifying ſores. 


Doth not chis beſpeak us full of Trouble > No ſoon. 
er is one ſtorm gone, butanother comes ; and doth 
not this call upon us to be in Prayer continually , and 
is it nota certain Argument of preat decay in Godli- 
neſs, when ignorance of Self-frailty is great ? Letus 
awake with David, to David's prayer, Pſa. 39. 4» 
Lord make me to know mine end, and the meaſure of my 
days what it is, that I may know how-+ RAIL I am, 
plainly noting this as aneſſential means, not only ro 
put David.upon the work of Prayer, but fervent perſe- 
yerance in the ſame, 


But 
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' But Secondly, A ſecond cauſe may be this, Ignorance 
that troubles, or afflitions are Gods Frame-houſe, 
He there puts us. to prove us, that he may bowe us, 
long abſence from Health is uſually attended with ſpi- 
ritual Wealth, Jt #s good for me that I have been affii« 
Bed, before I mas aſſiifted 1 went aſtray, but now I 
have learned thy Phecepts, till this time I knew not my 
Self, I did nor conſider my Frailty, nor thought 
Health ſogreat a Jewel as now I ſeeit is, when //rael 
had reſt from trouble,they grew ſetled upon their Lees: 
Idleneſs brought chem to Wantonneſs, and being fed 
to the full with Butter of Kine, and Milk of Sheep, 
with che fat of Lambs and Rams of the breed of - Ba- 
ſhan, and there drink the pure wine of the Grape : 
Then Jelurum waxed fat and kicked, then he forſock 
God that made him ; and l:gbtly eſteemed the rock, of bis 
Salvation ; # {ad effe&t tid attend his fulneſs. 
Now in mercy-comes trouble to file off this Ruſt, or 
elſe it will deſtroy and eat out like a Cancker, 
' All thatrelliſh, ſeaſeand habitthat once was in 7/- 
yacl, in the day when God found him in a deſert Land, 
and in the waſt howling Wilderneſs, then he was holi- 
neſs to the Lord, ſtooped with his Heart, and Bowed 
with his Neck ; Lord help and ſave me, and whatſo« 
ever thou commandeſt I will do, and whithepſoever 
thon ſendeſt me I will go. Where affliftions meet not 
with a reprobate mind, or one void of Judgment ; 


this is the very effects of Trouble, 1/4. 26. 16, Lord” 


in tronble have they viſited thee, they poured out a prayer 
When thy Chaſtening was upon them: they werecarly 
with God when : A felr the ſmarc of the Rod, So 
tha in brief. this may teach us that Troubles are Gods 
Frame-honſe, and Ignorance of it an evident fign of 
decay in Godlineſs, 


Thirdly; 
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Thirdly, A third Cauſe of this decay may be this, 
Ignorance, What an eſpecial help God is in time of 
trouble, He alone brings ir, and He alone SanRities it, 
and He alone removes it; Its Gods Love to afflic, 
He pave 1/rael into the hands ot their enemies, be- 
cauſe they ſoon forgat his works, and waited not for 
his Counſel , ſo they chat hated them ruled over them, 
nevertheleſs he regarded their AMiRion and made 
them to be Pityed of all thoſe that carryed them Cap- 
tive. A fﬀfiittions doth not come ont of the Duſt, neither 
doth troubles ſpring out of the Ground, God is a 
gracious 4 gent in the whole courſe of a mans Pilgri- 
mage, and fo eſſentially our towre intimes of trouble, 
that we can no way bear it or improve it without him , 
David was well $killed in this bleſſed Arithmetick ; 
whatſoever others may think of Gods being a Cauſe 
or Cure of ſuch as are in trouble ; 7know 0 Lord that 
thy Tudgments are right, and that thou in faithfulneſs 
haſt affiifted me, Pſal. 119. 75. Thou Lerd art be tha 
both ſaveth from Trouble, and faveth in Trouble, . 
thisis thy teſtimony given of thy great Mzjeſty , Dent. 
32. 39. See noW that I even [ am he, and there js no 
God with me ; I kill and I make alive, 1 wound and 1 


| heal « neither « there any that can deliver out of my 


hand. Ignorance of this is a great le: to ſpiritual 
rowth, and a preat cauſe why Gods Alcarin time of 
trouble is ſo little viſited. 

Bur Fourthly, A Fourth cauſe of this decay, name- 
ly, That when under more then ordinary Troubles, 
we are not more then ordinary in Prayer, may be this, 
Ignorance that prayer to God in trouble isthe ver 
means appointed by God to obtain help from trouble , 
Prayer is a Chriſtians HANDS, It is his working 
Tools, wichout which he cannot do any preat exploit. 


Give any Artiſt never ſo much room andtime to do 


L ſom 
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ſome excellent piece of work, yet deny bim Tools, 
and it will prove like the Egyptian Taskemaſters, no 
Straw, no Brick; as Food and Cloathing is the means 
of natural Health, ſo Prayer mixed with Trouble is 
the means of ſpiritual health, without which neither 
can ſtand. The Ax heweth the Timber, the Hammer 
forceth the Nail, the Lime and Morter fixeth the Brick, 
and the Hands of the cunning Work-men buildeth the 
Houſe, and prepareth againlt the ſtorms a ſuitable ha- 
bitation; thus Prayer is a Chriſtians hands, wichour 
which he cannot hold God ; Let me alone Z7oſes, do 
not by Prayer hold my hands from doing ſome preat 
Execution upon Rebellious 1/rae! : 7 will not let thee 
go ( ſaith good Face ) till thou bleſs me. 1 will not 
ceaſe praying till I find God coming by faith, always 
to pray and not faint ; Is the way or Channel through - 
which I muſt expe& the promite, NO PRAYER 
NO PROMISE; noſeeking, no finding: if [ 
Ceaſe to call in trouble, God will Ceaſe toanſwer in 
tronble ; 7 have ſet Watch-men npon thy Walls O Fernu- 
ſalem, which ſhall never hold their peace day nor night : 
Mark that I beſeech you, day nor »ight, You that 
make mention of the Lord, Keep not Silence and 
give bim no reſt, that is, ceaſe not praying till the 
accompliſhing the promiſe, till he eſtabliſh, and till 
he make Jersſalem a praiſe in the Earth : moſt per- 
tinent to,this, is that bleſſed word in Zzekeel 36. 36. 
I the Lord bnild the ruinedplaces, and plant that that 
was deſolate; 1the Lord have ſpoken it, and I will do 
it» Here is a great and gracious promiſe that the 
Land that was deſolate, ſhall be as the garden of 
Eden, and the Cities that lay waſt ſhall be fenced 
and inhabited, ( but pray mark how ) verſe 37. Tet 
for all this, ] will be enquired after by the houſe of [{rael 
z0 ao it for them, they ſhall pray unto me, MY 
PRO- 
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PROMISE todoit, isſo far from being a ground 
to ceaſe prayer, thatic is the very FOUNDATION 
OF PRAYER, they muſt pray for it, becauſe 
God hath promiſed to do it; A lively example for 
this have we upon record in a Sam, 7. 27. For thew 
0 Lord of Hofts, God of Iſrael haſt revealed to thy 
ſervant, ſaying, I Will build thee a hoyſe, therefore 
hath thy Servant found in hu heart topray this prayer, 
verſe 25. Andnow O Lord Gedthe WORD THAT 
THOU HAST SPOKEN ( or promiſed ) 
concerning thy Servant, and concerning hu houſe, efta- 
bliſh it for ever, and do as thou haſt ſaid. Hereit is 
plain that David was ſo far from prefuming upon the 

omiſe to ceaſe from the duty of prayer, that it is 
his very Argument thatmhe uſes in prayer, that what 
God had promiſed he would be intreated ro perform ; 
The good Lord help us to confider this, and ſol 
_ paſs. co the 224, Sign of dying in Godly- 
Nets. 
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Containing init an Aſſertionof the Cauſes of Afiition; 
aud that without great provocation God 48 not Wont 
ro affiift his peeple and though provoked, wery wn- 
willing to extremity : With four Objeflions that 
ſeem to complain againſt thu Doblrine, Anſwered, 


SI GN, XXII. 


Hen y0u art mighty careleſs to Inquire 

after the ſpiritual cauſe of Affiittion,and 

mighty careful to Inquir After the natural cure of 
Afiktinn, 

The more or leſs ſpiritual any man is, may be 
eaſily diſcovered under this Tryal ; AMiRion being 
of that piercing kind, that other tryalsare nor, be- 
cauſe of the great influence it hath upon the Senſitive 
part of man, where ever it comes, while ſenſe re. 
mains, it makes the perſonreſtleſs, either to find ont 
Cauſe, or Cure, or both. We may therefore firſt 
inquire after the word Aﬀflition, what that meaneth 
to afHlit, is to lay ſome burthen upon a perſon, that 
1s not ordinary, Gen. 15. 13. Therethey ſhall afflift 
Jou four hundred years : this is opened in Exod. 1. 
Iſrael tis made to ſerve with rigouy, Lam: 1.4,5, The 
wayes of 7108 do mourn, becauſe none come to the ſolemn 
feaſts : all her gates are deſolate, her Prieſts gh, her 
Virgins are aſſiied, and fhe ts in bitterneſs, Thave 
ſeen, Ihave 8 the affiiftion of my people which are in 
Egypt, by reaſon of his tack-maſters, Afts 3. 34. By 
theſe Texts it appears, that aflition meaneth any 


grief 
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orief or trouble that cometh upon ſoul or body, name 
or eſtate, ſor the puniſhment of fin, or thetryal of 
faith ; ſo that ſickneſſes and diſeaſes, as Feaver, and 
Ague, Conſumption, Inflimation and the like, are all 
compriſed under this word AMiRion , It will therefore 
be neceſſary to open the word Spiritual cauſe, it bein 
ia the Sign oppoſed tonatural cure : by ſpiritual a 
is to be underſtood, ſome provoking Godinthe ſub. 
jet affli&ed, to the procuring this affliction, noting 
ſome cauſeor other, why the Spirit ſuffers it co come 
upon us. 

Now every body will be ready to grant, that theſe 
things before premiſed, may be truly called afiQion, 
but not grant that there can be ſuch a ſpiritual cauſe in 
themſelves, and ſo make the Sign of no force. 

Now to clear up this doubt, let us make this inqui- 
ry, whether any affliction, or death ir ſelf, come 
upon any man, but for ſome cauſe or other from the 
man, ( aRive or imputative ) that is, he either ſo aQ- 
ed in bis particular perſon, or ſome body elſe in his 
general relation, and on him it is righteouſly come ; 
For the reſolution of this queſtion, let us inquire 
what cauſes in Scripture the righteous God aſſigns 
affliions or death unto, Ges. 3. 9. 10, 11, 12,13» 
Who told thee thou wert naked * Haſt thou eaten of the 
Tree I commanded thee not toeat : The things in this 
Chapter conſiderable are theſe, verſe 14. the Serpent 
muſt go upon his belly, eat duſt, and be curſt above 
every beaſt of the field, verſe 16, tothe woman he ſaith, 
I will greatly multiply thy ſorrow, and thy conception |, 
in ſorrow thou (alt bring forth children: and to Adam 
he ſaith, Curſed 1s the ground for thy ſake, Thorns, 
and T hiſftles it ſhall bring forth tothee;, duſt thou art, 
and to. duft thow ſhalt return , you ſee intheſe verſes, 
miſery both upon the woman and the mar}, is brotgh : 
L 3 an 
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and che reaſon by God affigned . verſe 17, Becauſe 
thait haſt done thy iu hearkning to thy wife, carſed « 
the ground for thy ſake : (o alſo Foſh. 7. 7. Iſrael, 
Gods prevailing people, that by day had a pillar of a 
cloud, and by-night a pillar of fire miniſtring unto 
them, now cannor ſtand before their enemies; f oſdu4 
that at another time commands the Sun, and Moon, 
and they ohey him; now by prayer cannot prevail, 
for [/rae! Gods .people, againſt the curſed Nation , 
But whatische mitter ? verſe 11, 12, Jſrael hath fin- 
ned and cannot ſtand, neither will 1 be with them any 
more, except they put the accarſed thing from among 


them, Lam. 3. 1, 13. 1 am the man that have ſeen 


affisttion, verſe 39 Wherefore doth aliving man com- 
plain, a man for the puniſhment of hi ſin ? 1 Cor. 11. 
3. For this Caule many are ſick aud weak, and many 
fleep. 1 Theſ. 2. 11. For this Caule God (al ſend 


them ſtrong deluſion, that they all might be damned that | 
believed not the truth, but had pleaſure in unrighteonſ- | 


weſ7 : and let all the houſe of Jſrael know, that without 


a Canle, [have nat done all that 1 have done, ſaith the | 


Lord, Eck. 14, 23. Much more might be ſaid, as 


ro afflictions that attend both the body and mind '.: 


rogether with the Cauſes : and this left to conſide- 
ration. 


Whether if Hell, Condemnation, the higheſt of 


Afiction, be the fruit or reward of fin and unbe- | 
lief; much rather ſickneſs, and diſeaſes with death it | 


ſelf which are the leaſt afli tions, muſt come from 
Creature Cauſes ; Now if any man can aflign any 
other Cauſe then God doth here aſfign, let him do 
it; if not by all this comparing of it with the eighth 
Sign of dying to Chriſt, in which Ihave been more 


Jarge upon atfliion, inward and outward, with . 


rheir Cauſes ; I ſhall therefore procecd to ſome Ob- 
jecaions 
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jeRions , that ſeem to complain againſt this Do. 
erine, 

Objet. 1. The firſt Objetion is grounded upon, 
2 Sam 12. 14. The Child that i« born tothee ſhall 
ſurely dye + David is threatned with death in the 
child that hath nor offended, contrary to this Do- 
qrine, 

Anſw. This a& of God to take away David's 
Child, if conſidered, will be found mercy mixt with 
juſtice, David by the Law was to die for the matter of 
Uriah ; now God in reſpet he bare to David for 
what good he had done, and further was like to do, 
- being a man ſoafter Gods own heart, goes out of the 
ordinary way, ſpares the perſon of David, and im. 
putes it upon therelationof David, viz. his Child, 
{Ss in Davids ſeed he puniſhed Davids perſon ; This 
is Gods uſual way in Scripture, and ſets His Majeſty 
out, to be full of Mercy in the midſt of Juſtice, he 
will take away the firſt born in Egypr, that had not 
fnned, and therein plagued Phareahb, and their Fa. 
thers that had ſinned : That this is mercy, conſider 
if David the ſinner be cut off for his fin; there was 
then no room left co manifeſt repentance either in De» 
vid or the Egyptians, yet death muſt comethat God 
may be juſt, and though nothing bur Juſtice muſt 
take place, yetin that he will be as merciful as poſſible 
to ſtand with Juſtice ; Therefore there is truly a Cauſe, 
for God co impute death to Davids Child, for Davids 
ſn. 

Objeft. 2. The ſecond ObjeRion is grounded upon 
fob 2, 3+. which ſeems alſo to complainagainſt this 
DoRrine in theſe words , Thou haſt moved me againſt 
Job without a Cauſe, be is aperfeft and upright man, 
one that feareth God, ana hateth evil, 


L 4 Anſ\v, 
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Anſw. God goeth inthis ont of his ordinary way, 
as in the caſe of St, ”awls converſion, Atts g. It will 
not be ſafe to imagine, that others are unconyerted 
becauſe God meets not others ſo , ſometime God 
doth things to ſhew his Power and Majeſty, and 
greatneſs oyer all, and his uſing inſtruments inan ex- 
eraordinary caſe, as his raiſing Lazarus from the 
grave, and from death the widows Son, and others, 
is no warrant for usto allude to caſes ordinary. 

Secondly, Here was a cauſe if not in Job, and indeed 
neceſſity that this ſhould come upon him, if we confj- 
der, Chap. 1. 9, There ts none like fob, faith God ; doth 
he ſerve thee for nowght ? ſaith Satan, put but forth thy F 
hand,and he will curſe thee ts thy face, Now that ob did * 
not ſerye God juſt becauſe (od had dealtſo well with F 
him,but would do it if God dealt other wars with him, 
ſhall now appear,and the accuſer of thebrethren be pur 
co the wortt, who complains againſt Fob, as envying his 

proſperity. 

Thirdly, In the ſtrifteſt ſenſe thiscarriage of God 
to Fob, can hardly be termed afflition, bur rather 
ſome praciovs condition by God made with 706 to this 
purpoſe ; ob thou art an upright man, thou feareſt 
me, and hareſt evil, and Satan is ſtill complaining of 
thee, becauſe he envies thy proſpericy,and tells me thou 
wouldſt prove another man, then 1 take thee to be, if 
I ſhould try thee by adverſity, and take from thee thy 
proſperity Now lets ſtop che mouth of this great ad- 
verſary,& lend methyOzen, and thy Aſſes, thy ſeryants 
and chy Camels, thy Children and all thy ſubſtance, and 
thy body for my ſervice, | will pay thee withpreat ad- 
vantage,as appears by this following: So rheLord bleſſed 
the latter end of Job more then his beginning, for he had 
fourteen thouſand ſbrep, and fix thouſand Camels, and a 
thouſand yoak of Oxen, avd 4 thouſand ſiee Aſſes,and had 
alſa 
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w!/o ſeven ſons and three daughters ,, ſo that the Lord gave 


Job twice as mach as he had before. Job 42.10,11,12. 
Obje&. 3. The third ObjeCtion is grounded upon 
Iſas 57. 1. T be righteous periſheth, and no man lajeth 


it ro heart: Good men here are taken away by death, 


and no cauſe ſhewed, they have the teſtimony of 
good men, and yer taken away : It will begranted, 
they might have lived much longer for age, the Text 
implies it,and the ObjeQtion is the ſtronger by it, for ir 
would be no matter of complaint, had theyliyed till very 
ape had took them away, tor then we know all muſt dye, 

Anſw. The time theſe good men lived in, was a 
yery evil time, and Cod takes them away, 

Firſt, [n judgment to the People, 

Secondly, In mercy to themſelyes. 

Firſt, In Judgment, /ſa. 5. 6, 7,10, 11, 12. Ke 
hath cailed upon them by the Righteous, and warned 
them, but it would do them no good ; now he will 
take away the Righteous from them, co ſec if they 
will lay it co heare, 

Secondly, In mercy to themſelves, they are taken 
away. | 

Firſt, Becauſe by lonp living with ſuch, they muſt 
needs be a weary even of their lives, and their ſouls 
yexed from day to day. P/al. 120. 5. os ts me that 
1 dwell in the Tents of Kedar. So Jer. 4,14 My 
bowels, my bowvels, 1 am pained at my very heart, my 
heart maketh a nciſe within me, becauſe thou baſt heard 
inJeruſalem the ſound of the Trumpet,the Alarm of war, 

Secondly, In mercy tothem, becauſe the continu. 
ance of this cemptation uponthem, may at laſt ſo wea- 
ry them out, as they may pive up all as Ss/omondid. 
1 Kings 11. 4. When he Was old, his Wives turned 
away hu heart after other gods, SO Mit. 24.21, 22. 
Then ſhall be great tribulation, ſuch as was not ſince the 
be= 
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beginning of the World, nor ever ſhall be ; except thoſe 
Gays ſhall be ſhortned, there could no fleſh be ſaved ; but 
for the elets ſake, it ſhall be ſwrtned ; Even as our 
Proverb is, A continual dropping will wear a bole in 
the ſtone : ſoa continual oppreſſion miy tura the wiſe 
man out of all, ſee for this, Fer. 20.14, &c. He 
curſech the day of his birch, and the man that broughe 
tidings to his Father , wiſhed his Mother had been al. 
ways great with him, ſaying, yherefore came I forth 
ont of the womb, to ſee labour and ſorrow, and that my 
days ſhould be conſumed with ſhame ?Clearly noting, that 
any zealous heart, is ſorely touched, when all he can 
do will not keep God from diſhonour ; 0 blot me ( ſaith 
Moſes ) ozt of thy book; By this it may appear, thar 
_ affliting men, is for ſome cauſe or other in 

m, 

Objeft. 4, Fourthly, Another Scipture that ſeems 
to complain by way of Objefion is, John g. 1,2, 3« 
in theſe words; #ho did fin this man or his Father, 
that be u born blind ? 

For anſwer to which Chriſt ſaith, Neither this mas 
wor his Father, but that the power of God might appear , 
yet it isclear, the Diſciples underſtood this afftiion 
1 common muſt come for ſin ; and Jeſus Chriſt in his 
reply, notes the caſe more than common, ſaying, He 
was boyn for thu purpoſe, that the workof God ſhould 
be manifeſted in him; it was mercy he was born, and 
he was born chat a wonder of Heayen might be ſhew- 
ed upon him ; therefore we maſt diſtinguiſh between 
2 cale that is extraordinary, and one that is common. 

Again, from the unwillingneſs that is in God to 
aſlit, as aconfirming anſwer toall the Objections, 
ic appears, that high provocarions in us, procure Afii- 
Rions to us ; for till Juſtice calls ſo loud, that God 
eannot be jult except he doth afflit, though in com- 

| ; paſſion 
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paſſion he mixeth all with abundance of mercy, 
2 { hron. 36. 15, 16, The Lord God of their Fathers 

- [emt to the by his Prophets, riſing up betimes and ſend. 

ing them, becauſe be had compaſſion on his people, and 

on h is dwelling place : That is, he was very pititul, 
loth to grieve or affli& them, till there was no reme- 
dy, Juſtice called ſo long and loud for vengeance upon 

them, as Pſal. 106.54. They did not deſtroy the N a- 
tions, but were mingled among them, and learned their 

works, and ſerved their Idols; therefore was Gods 

wrath kindled in(omuch that he abhorred bis Inheritance: 

Nevertheleſs he regarded their affiiftion when he heard 
their cry, and did pity them. Hoſea 6 4. compared 

with Chap. 11. 7, 8. How ſball ] give thee up ? what 

forall I do to thee? What leſs dotb all chis ſignitie then 
thus much ? that though God be ſo provokes, that 
r-othing but Judgment muſt come, yec like a tender 

Father to an unruly Child, mourns oyer him, while 
he correqts him, We ſhall leave what hath been ſaid 
to conſideration, and paſs to the Twenty third Sign of 
dying to Chriſt, 


CHAP, XXl!T. 


Proving thoſe Chri/|ians under great Decay, that pray 
more in Aﬀfiiflion to have it removed, then [anfts- 
fied; With three Cauſes of this Decay, 


SIGN XXII 


Hen you pray more for Affiittions bring 
removed, then ſanfified. 


| Thatis. not only.mindleſs of Afflitions Cauſe, but 
indeed mindleſs of Afflitionsend; it is cafie and or- 
dinary 
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dinary for perſons under Afflition to be brought to 
their knees to prayer ; not only good men, but bad 
men in affligion will be ready tocry for help, 1» their 
affiiftion they will ſeek me early. Hol. 5.15, Thatis 
one of their firſt works, then they will mind to be do. 
np, till then God is forgotten, they having loſt much 
their ſpiritual feeling , but now being touched in their 
outward ſenſes, they will cry for relief. Then wicked 
Pharaoh, that in Exod. 5. 2. could ſay, #ho #« the 
Lord that 1 ſhould obey his voce, to let Iſrael go? 
kwow not the Lord, neither will [ let Iſrael po; in Chap. 
8. 8, When bis Land was full of Frogs, cries to 
Hoſes tO pray to this God for him, he had but little 
before diſdained : See that known Text for this, J oxgh 
I. F. Then every man, (that is, when they was in 
aſflition ) cries tro his God, the tempeſt being prear, 
and they all like to periſh, not only cries to their God, 
but with a high hand faith co Jonah, hat meaneft 
thow O ſleeper ? ariſe and call upon thy God, that we 
periſh not. SO 2 Chron, 33. 12. Maveſſeh when he 
was in affiiftion, ſought the Lord hus God : By all 
which compared, it is very uſual both with good 
and bad menin affliction, to be earlyat prayer to God, 

Now AfMidion you know, we have in the laſt 
Sign proved, is Gods Furnace to try the Natureof 
every Mettal by ; ſo that you may truly paſs judgment 
upon your ſelves, whether or no you areof the dying 
hand , not by your praying, here. you may deceive 
your ſelves, though you pray mightily, for it is eaſie 
to do ſo in Affliction; but if you pray more for Affli- 
ions being removed, then ſanflified; that is, put up 
ſtrong cries to be caſed of the trouble, but ſcarce 
poſſeſt with faint wiſhes to anſwer Gods deſign in the 
trouble ; never inquiring, what have I done ? or ſay- 
ing, I muſt be more humble, more thankful, more 
pittiful, 
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pittiful , more fearful , more caretul all my days. 
What ſhall I do, faich the zealous man, to ger good 
by this Aſflition ? his voyce cryes louder for ſpiritual 
advantage, then his pain for natural freedom, Let us 
think of chis, and deal plainly with our own hearts, 
and ſee what way the pulſe beats moſt , for as the ſtaff 
you ſetup, will fall one way or other ; ſo perſons be- 
ing more or leſs ſpiritual, will eaſily diſcover itin Af. 
fiQion. 1/rae/ of old might beread in this, and you 
know how God dealt with chem, of fix hundred thou- 
ſand, there was but two, namely, Zobua and Caleb, 
that entred the good land of promile ,; they early be- 
gun to ſhow how carnal they were, Exod. 12. 13, 14. 
When they enjoyed their great deliverance from 
Egypt: bondage, Chap. 15. ' Then ſang they Gods 
| praiſe; but being put into ſome ſtrair, chey murmur 
preſently, and wiſh to God they had dyed in the 
Landof Egypt, as Pal. 106, ſhews at large, where 
we may read of Gods dealings with them at large, and 
their dealings with God: while chey had what they 
wanted.they were pleaſed and liked the Lord ſhould be 
their God;but ( when though for their own good ) they 
were ſtraitned, and did miſs cheir wonted fulneſs, 
then they luſted exceedingly in the wilderneſs, and 
tempted God in the deſert. verſe 14. We donot read 
it was upon their hears to make any ſpiricnal uſe or 
advantage of Gods different dealings with them , 
when they had not what they would have, inſtead of 
learning to ceaſe to murmur, they ſtrengthened them- 
ſelves in murmuring againſt the Lord, who was graci. 
ouſly careful for them, and ſuffered not any more 
ſtraits to befall chem, chen what was in order to their 
erueſt good , although they were, as many now are, 
fall of complaints, yet their greateſt wanc was ſlack- 
neſs to thoſe ſtrong cries that ought to be m—_— 
riſti- 
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Chriſtians, for a ſanRified uſe of whatſoever doth be. 
fall them, caking care to the one thing needful, with. 
out which all Order, i Diſorder, all Mercies, Milerieg, 
all kleſſings, but C wrſings What ſhall ic profit a man, 
whatſoever he hath of fulneſs or ſcarcity ; health oy 
ſickneſs; deſire, or wantof defirs, if Godsend in all, 
and our happineſs in all, be not gotten ? to wit, that 
eternal Salvation that freeth from everlaſting Damna- 
tion, that being the great work that all other works 
ought and muſt give way anto : ButT ſhall proceed 
to the Cauſes, why perſons pray more to have AMi- 
Rions removed, then ſanQifed, 

Firſt, Tpnorance of the Cauſe of Affliction, 


Secondly, Ignorance of the Neceſſity of Afﬀfi- - 


Qion. 

Thirdly, Ignorance of the End of AffliQion. 

Firſt, Ignorance of the Cauſe of Affliction; No 
chaſtening tor the preſent is joyous, but prieyous, 
birter and ſharp, baving with it an unpleaſant caſt to 
whomſoever it comes, therefore in itſelf certainly 
not welcome to any, although they bring it upon 
themſelves; Who is it that runs not from pain natu- 


rally, and will part with what is outwardly dear to | 


them, rather then expoſe themielves to that torturing 
that attends ſome kind of Affliftion ? Now if as plain- 
ly and as certainly it appear, there is unwillingneſs as 
well in God to Afflict, as there is in the creature to 
chuſe Afflidion, then it will naturally follow, that 
there is a Cauſe, Ignorance of which is a main rea- 
ſon, why we pray more to have it removed, then ſan- 
ified. 

For the proof of this, that there is as great unwil- 
lingneſs in God, from whom Affliion comes, to 
viveit, as we to receiveit: mind a little ſome texts of 
Scripture, 1 Pet. 3. 8, And who # h: that will bars 
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yon, if ye be followers of that which i good? inthe 
words going before you haveit thus written, Bye the 
face of the Lord u againſt them that do evil : Thatis, 
his fayourable countenance is ſet apainit ſuch, and 
their portion is bitterneſs, Levit. 26, 17. But if ye 
be followers of that which « good, who will harm you? 
Here ſeems to be a holy challenge, to whatſoever may 
harm us; asif the Spirit ſhould haye ſaid, What in- 
deed can harm you, if God be for you? and God 
will not be againſt you, it you are followers of that 
which is good , For he doth not afflift willingly, nor 
grieve the children of men, to cruſh under his feet the 
priſoners of the earth, Lam. 3. 33, 34. #herefore then 
may it be ſaid, Dorh the living may complain? the 
holy Spirit gives the anſwer ; For the pauniſoment of his 
fir. Theo) of onr heart is ceaſed, our dance is tirned 
into mourning; the Crown is fallen from ﬀ onr head, 
Wo unto we for we have ſinned, Lam. 15. 16, A mul- 
titnde of Scriptures might be further urged further 
to prove both unwillingneſs in God to Afflit, and 
that the very Cauſe of all our Wo both temporal and 
eternal, is onr miſdoing ; O that my people had heark- 


. ned to my voyce, and walked in my ways, / ſhould have 


ſoon ſubdued their enemies, and turned my hand againſt 
their adverſaries, Pſil. 81. 13, 14. Now in reaſon 
were the Cauſe of Affition conſidered to be only 
from our ſelyes, procured by our miſdoing, and ſent ' 
with tendency to our mending, we ſhould turely pray 
more to have ic ſanQifed, then removed. 

Secondly, Jgnorance of the Neceſfity of Affliftion, 
is a Cauſe of this Decay , the very unwillingneſs of 
God to hring it, and the creature to indure ic; fully 
proves, that there is Neceſſity for it, there cannor be 
more undelightſulneſs in the creature to undergo lan- 
guiſhing, then there is in God to put him ander lan- 
gviſhing. 
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guſhing. How ſhall [ give thee up O Ephraim? How 
fjhall I deliver thee O Iſracl ? How ſhall I make thee 4s 
Adma? How ſhall I ſet thee as Zeboim ? My heart # 
turned within me, my repentings are kinaled together. 
Hol. 11. 8. when he Was come near, and beheld the 
City, he wept over it, Luke 19. 41. Now Gods un- 
willingneſs, proves the creature cannot live at any 
ſpiritual rate withoutit, and indeed Experience proves 
the ſame, Before / was affiited I went aſtray, but 
now ] have kept thy word. Plal. 119, 67. David wan» 
dred from the Fold, and was like to continue till Af- 
fiction ſpoke to him, he forgot himſelf and what he 
was a doing, The wicked, faich the Plalmiſt, are not 
in trouble as other men, neither are they plagned like 
other men; therefore pride compaſſeth. them about as a 
Chain, violence covereth them as a garment ,, and what 
uſe do they make of it? they ſay how doth God know, 
and is there knowledge inthe moſt High ? This clearly 
notes, that a condition freeſt from trouble or affliction, 
generally js attended with carnalleſt behaviour God- 
ward, when I had fedthemto the full, they then com- 
mattcd Adultery, and aſſembled by troups into Harlots 
houſes. Jer. 5.7. By all his it appears, that it is from 
ignorance of Afflictions neceſlity, it we pray more to 
have ir removed then ſanRifed, 

Thirdiy, Ignorance of the End of AffliQtion, is a 
Cauſe of this Decay ; now the Caule being Sin, and 
the Necefflicy being to humble; the End is to fave, 
Now all Gods dealings are mercy, whatſoever he doth 
to the creature, is like himſelf, and in its ſelf is mer- 
cy, if he give us all we deſire and would have, it is 
Mercy ; if he keep us wichour it, itis Mercy , Health 
from him is Mercy, ſo is Sickneſs, Plenty from him 
is Mercy, ſo is Poverty ; Health, Life, Strength, 
and: ſach like Favours temporal, eyery body will ac- 
knowledge 
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knowledge to be Mercy ; but their contrary few or 
none will account Mercy, yet this is Mercy alſo, tor 
this Checquer work the World is made of, ſome atthe 
ſame time are wringing their hands for ſorrow, while 0+ 
thers are clapping their hands for joy;ſome with ſtraits, 
through Sickneſs and Poverty are Weeping, others 
through Health and Plenty,, rejoycing : Now the 

reat difficulty is, bow to bring the heart to look apon 
the ſtate of Weeping as truly Mercy, as the ſtate of 
Rejoycing : For which end conſider, why we do ac- 
count Health, Plenty, and (ach like Injoyments Mer- 
cy, but becauſe they have in them anetieeming and 
deſirable good, a feaſonable and ſnitable good , it is 
the ſame with the contrary, they are as ſeaſonable and 
as ſuitable, could onr frail hearts ſo receivethem, for 
they are as truly from the Lord as the other, and as 
truly have the ſame end in them. There are two 
great Ends inali God doth, one is hisHonour, the 0. 
ther is our Salyation, Nowgf God give us what we 
would have,his End is the ſame and if he give us the 
contrary,his End is is the {me,and Chriſtians cercainly 
miſconſirving hisEnd to br Mercy,is the avſe chey mil. 
conſtrue his Actions to be Mercy , that both are Ver- 
cy, read Exod 13:17. There YAN WB the 
wilderneſs, an unbeaten way, where they wanted both 
bread and water , and yet both End and Action Mer- 
cy to bring them. to Canaan, and deliver them frotn 


harm by che Philiſtines ; Remember all the way which 


the Lord thy God led thee theſe fourty years through that 
great and terrible Wilderneſs, Wherein was fiery Ser» 
pents, and Scorpions, and Nronght ana no Water, that 
he might humble thee, ana prove thee to ds thee good at 
thy latter end, It is to9 evidenr, that 7/rae/ conſtrugd 
this | hard dealing from God } bur it was great Mercy 
as the text fully proves. Ignore therefore of the bod 
0 
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of Affliction, is 4 Caufe why we pray More to hayeir 
Removed then SanRified; | 
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—— 


CHAP. XXIV, 1 


Containing in it fix Seaſons, in which Chriſtians oup bt 
to humble themſelves by faſting ;, proving thoſe under 
great decay, that ,it times of cal atwity can find no 


neceſſity for faſting. 
. SIGN XXIV, 


V Hex under Gods (alamity, you can © 
nenther find neceſsity, nor excellen- © 

cy, to bumble your ſelves by faiting and prayer: *® 
As prayer rightly put up to God, is a way and 
means b which he many times is prevailed with, both 
to remove judgments and fanifre them ; even ſo faſt- 
ing is Gods way, in which he hath often been found. 
and it is the more prevailing with him, infomuch as it 
hath in it a gracious tendency to abaſe and bumble the | 
ſoul, and make it more to ſit to receive the kind im- 
preſſion of his precepts, in opening of his promiſes, |}! 
together wighthe reverencing him becauſe ofhis threat- 
nings, it being a ſeaſon not only of laying the ſoul low | 
in its own eyes, at the ſenſible ſight of his own vile- 
neſs, but a marvellous exalcing the gracious and lonp 
forbearance of God, forcing the heart to cry out, | 
what manner of love is this that we ſhould be called 
the Children of God 2 Who was before wallowets in 
the works of darkneſs, that leads to the Chambers of 
death, bue now by his grace, though once far off, 
made nigh, of an Alien made a home-dweller , All 
theſe things are brought to remembrance, very freſh 
in faſting Seaſons, that being a time of calling to mind 
things 
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things paſt; and though calamity be as truly Gods 

ercy, 8s the contrary, having in jc the ſame deſign 
rr evhaptoiry yet it is more propetly fent invr- 
der to fedaciog from thoſe trayings it finds ſuch per. 
fors in, as it comes upon, 'and -becauſe of the ſmart 
and anpleafanc taſt icbrings with it, calls them with 4 
fouder yoyce. to - make inquiry, why am I thus? 
Which proſperity in all probability could never have 
fo done, being not ſo much of that piercing kind, ro 
the external fenſes, as adverſity or calamity is, and 
this che Prophet. 7/a. 26. 16. ſeems to make his preat 
0dſervation in theſe words, Lord in trouble have they 
ifited thee, they ponred ont a prayer When thy chaſten- 
ing Was xpon them : For 1 will be unto Ephraim as 4 
Lion, and ar a jouny L ion unto the Houſe of Jadah : 
Teven 1, will tear and go away, andreturn to my place 
tiff they acknowledge their offences, and ſeek my face ; 
in their affiiftzon they will (eek me early. Hoſ. 5. 14, 15; 
Plainly implying, thar it is not only the deſign of God 
to ſend calamity 'upon perſons for this end, but that 
alſo that they are moſt aptly provoked to ir at this 
Seafon ; ſee that remarkable text for this 2 Chyoz. 
33. 10, 11, 12, Andthe Lord ſpake to Manaſſeh and 
his people, bat they wonld not hearken , wherefore that 
he might peak by this rod, as well as his word, the 
Lord brought upon bim the Captain of the Hiſt, the 
King of Aſlyria, which took Manaſſeh among the 
Thorns, and bound him with fetters, andearried him 
to Babylon; and when he was i» affiition he beſoug ht 
the Lord his God, and hambled himſelf greatly, While 
the rod was but ſhaken as ic were, Manaſſeh remained 
refratory, but when he was bound in chains, hebum. 
bled himſelf preatly. Muſt it not chen from hence 
needs follow, that calamity calls for faſting and ham- 
bling wherever ir comes,being deſigned to thatreduce- 
M 2 ing 
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ing end, And may not. che decay of ſome growto 
that paſs, even ſo ripe. for reaping,.chat except they 
ſhould from a deep ſenſe of their ſtate, be mightily 
brought down to bumble their ſouls with faſting, as 
the laſt remedy left or prepared by. Gad, for ſuch, 
conditions to betake themſelves unto, and that if 
they here ſhould fail, then co be given up to the mouth 
of ruice. Hear this ye old men, give ear all ye inha> 
bitants of the Lavd, hath this been in your day: or even 
in the days of your Fathers ;, tell ye your Cbilaren of it; 
and let your Children tell their Children, and their Chil= 
dren another generation; that which the Palmer worm 
hath left, hath the locuſt eaten,and that which the locuſt 
hath left, hath the canker-Worm eaten, and tbat which 
the canker-worm bath left, hath the caterpiller eaten, 
ſanllifie ye a faſt, call a ſolemn aſſembly, gather the 
Elders, and all the inhabitants of the Land, into the 
Howſe of the Lord thiir God, and cry, alas, alas, 
for the day of the Lord us at hand, and as deftruttion 
frem the Almighty ſhall it come. How evident is jt 
that this was this peoples laſt remedy, and except they 
now find mercy, nothing but deſtruRion will be their 
portion ? 

Eut ſome may ObjeR and fay, bow ſhall we know 
when danger is ſuch, that without humbling our ſelves 
with fiſtirg joy ned-to prayer, weare hike to meet with 
ruin ? 

Anſw, There are. ſix ſeaſons that of neceſſity calls 
ſor Faſling with prayer, | | 

lirſt, when long patience is abuſed. 

Secondly, when juſt jadgments arethreatned, 

Thirdly, when juſt judgments are executed. 

Fourthly, when iniquity in Churches gets a head, 

Fifthly, when Churches growy ſecure. 


Sixthly, 
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Sixthly, when ſome great thing is by them to be 
obtained. | © - I1V4 

Firtt, when” long patience is-#buſed;' patience' or 
forbearance in God, is long exerciſed to both Churches 
and people; 'before 'with judgment he ſweeps'them 
away, the rod is ſhaken againand apain, while thi 
are under viſible decay, and though God waielorg 
upoti ſuch as ye luke-warm in all their aRive 
graces, yet will he ar laſt ſpeak home to them ;-it' was 
thus with /ſrael after they Ind reſtedfrom their trou- 
bles, they did-evil” apain and5apain, for which-God 
did gently- whip thzm ; then'they turned for a while, 
and cryed, but preſently afitr , wentr'to their 'old 
courſe, Tet many years did heforbear them, antbtefti- 
fied againſt rhem, by his Spirit"in bis Prophets," yet 
would they nit\ bear, therefore-gave he rhim np into'the 
hand of the people of the Land," Nehem:'g. 30. So in 
Feremiahs tinne, | they proyoked'-Gods patierice long; 
' So that the Lord conld nolonger bear, becaiiſe of "the 
evil of their doings; clearly noteing, rhat they had long 
abuſed his long fordearance, Yhiyeſore was thtir land 
made atſalate. Burt, 07910 | 

Secondly, when juſt ' judgments are threatned; 

when God bath waited long apon his People or aNati- 
on, and called' that way for reformation ; bat'it will 
not do, he'is'wont ſtill inmercyFor their tri6pood 
ro walk in another Method, and. that is to ſhake bis 
Rod, or threaten them what he will do, except they 
repent, | | DOC AL 

The old World did provoketGod lors, and be 
warned themFourry years together while the Atk'was 
preparing, and threatned them. all that rime with'a 
deluge of Water co deſtroy them, /on purpoſe for their 
reclaiming ; "though he knew what Sodom and Gomor- 
yah had done, yer he would inquire whether ir were 
M 3 accord- 


'to do. wickedly ; yet Nineveh repents, and the Judp. 
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according to the cry ;; For the Honour of all his ble- 
fſed Attributes; he will not kill before he Judge z;he 
will not bring the Rod; before he give warning of the 
Rod; and if the waroing take us inthe.caſe of Nine- 
veh,; yet. fourty days: and it ſhall-be'deſtroyed , this 
was; ow4hs Commiſion, and hemuſt go through all 
the ſtreets, and prodyitn: it : a Judgment is coming, 
bur yet Afersy pleads for fowrty days refÞitt,to confider 
whether they will Repent and turn, .or be Deſtroyed ; 
andechough many timeshecauſe Sentence is not ſpeedi- 
ly Executed. The heatts of the Sons-of Men are bent 


ment. is' prevented : Zor: they believed. Ged, - and pro- 
E/aimed. a Fait.;. andput'on ſack: cloth. from the greats 
oft. to, the- leaſt :\ a#d;:God. ſaVWv their Works, that thry 
turned from their tvil way ; and God repented of the evil 
he ſaid be would de wnte there, and did 5t:1et.” Chap. 2. 
F',19-, This was (Gods very Method co thoſe decayiop 
Churches-in'A/is,\ he-ſevt his Angel. to tell them he 
bad knowledge 'vf their works, he commended what 
was good, and blamed what-was bad, atd called for 
reformation, elſe threatned them, that-in Juſtice be 
would uathurch zhem except they Repens, 

Never was Nation,; City, Chureh' or Fawily.de- 
ſtroyed by God wothort Warning, and patient Waiting, 
not only £0 teach. pstowalkin Gods Method in all our 
ſubardinate .affajrs,Spperiours to Inferiours,, Judges 
to, Malefators,”. bye: alſo to exalt Judgment and Juſtice 
in God, to the acknowledging as David did, Pſal. 
$1. 4+ This' is done; that thow mighteſt be juſtified 
when thou ſprakeft, > avdgtrar. when thou juageſt , ſhall 
not. (, {aich Father 4bribam ) the Jodge of all the 


. Farth do righteouſly, -:- + 


But: Secondly, -]t is a ſeaſon that calls for of neceſſi- 
ey, -ſelf-humbling by prayer with faſting, when juſt 
judgments are executed, &4, Thirdly, 


Signs of 4 Dying or dtcaning Chriſtian, 1.65 
. Thirdly, . wheo juſt judgments are cxecuted, is a 
ſeaſon for faſting joyned with prayer, har they may 
be again remaved; The Harans [aid, the remnant 
which ave left of the Captivity there zu the province are 
in great affixition and reproch, the wall of Jeruſalem & 
broken down, and the gates thereof burnt With fire : and 
it came to paſs when Theard theſe words, 1 {atedowus 
and wept, and. mourned certain days, aud Faited and 
prayed before the God of Heaven,, Nehers. 1. 3,4. This 
py pood Nebemiah took, and it was proſperous with 
Fourthly, when iniquity gets.head, that is, when 
fin. and ſinners in Churches, grows ſo numerous and 
heady, that they are like to out- yoyce the berter par- 
ty, ic is high time then to be night.and day with the 
Lord in faſting god prayer, that iniquicies bead may 
be broken, ; by the ſword af his mouth ; chere was a 
few names, and it was but a fewio S<rd Church, 
chat bad not defiled their garments, -che greateſt pace 
were readie; £@. die, and the Lord threatens to yun- 
church them except they repent, -Rev. 3. And-voWv 
30k. call the prond happy, yea, they that work Wicked- 
xeſs are ſet wp, aud they that tqmpt God are even dels” 
vered 3 then they that fearedthe Lord, Shake often.one 
to another, Mat. 3. 15,16, 

Fifchly, when Churches grow ſecure, that is, as 
ſafely ſheltered in their accounc from iudgmentc, 
though a dying to every duty, asif they were in a 
growing , flouriſhing tate, contenting chemſelyes to 
be told it is notwell with them, bur it {till from uſi 
either means of information or recovery, as thoug 
they were minded to ſuffer their diſtemper to'grow 
mortal ; Thou ſaiſt / am rich, and increaſed with 
goods, and have need of nothing, and knoWveſt not that 
thow art Wretched, and miſerable, and blind, and na- 
M 4 hed. 
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ked' As man) as I low, I rebuhe "and chaſten: 
Be zealous therefore and repent, Rev: 3.17, 19. 

Bur Sixthly and Laſtly, when ſome great things are 
by them to beobtained, or great judgments execu- 
red ; and the cauſe, is not fully difcovered, ' there is no 
getting cure till we know the Cauſe, "Hor no knowing 
the Cauſe but by Prayer and Faſting; -It is Gods uſual 
Mechod when he hath ſome grear blefling to bring up- 
on a Nation 'or People, to ſet jt upon their Hearts 
long before, to be ina burning zealous frame of pray- 
er; for the haſtening of ſuch a bleſſing. And onthe 
contrary, it is very obſeryable inexperience , that 
when judgments ate a coming upona Peop'e, -F amily 
or Perſon, thereis certainly a great ſtupidiry in them, 
and great degrees of ſectrity 'in them}, beſpeaking 
health and happyneſs, , when wo and anguiſh ts at the 
door. For when they ſhall ay FEACE AND 
SAFETY to themſelves then SUDDEN DE- 
STRUCTION' cometh upon them, as Trayail 
upon a Woman, from which they fhall not eſcape. 
1 The/. 5. 3. The old World preached Peace all the 
while the Ark was making, though every Hammer 
and Nail preached War, and in their Security, Far, 
Drank, Beughr, Sold, Builded, Planted, or gave 
vp theroſelves to ail theſe, not minding till the Flood 
came and took them all away. Whenthe Church of 
God had a 7ohn- Baptift beheaded, and*a Peter alſo 
kept in priſon, and near to be made another ſacrifice , 
what do they do ? Fall upon the work of Faſting and 
Prayer till God works a miracle, then Prayer was 
made of rhe Church of God without ceafing, ſo 
Daniel underſtanding by Books, the number of the 
vears of /ſraels Captivity, Now preat is his ſtrait 
how to underſtand Gods time, what doth he do in this 
oreac ſtrait, C hap. 9. 3. l:t us behold this bleſſed Copy 
and 
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and learn to write after it, And 1 ſet my face tothe 
Lord God by Prayer and Smnpplication, with F aſt ing 
and $atckeloth and Aſtes. '( Mark that ) Daniel PiVes 
up himſelf ro work with all his might , he laboureth 
like a Marriner at the Purzxp whenthe ſhip leaketh, 
and Death approcheth, ceaſe pumping and quickly 
followeth Sinking ; bere they work as for their lives. 
Thus did good Daniel, and God was intreated, and 
mer him with an anſwer, Fear not Daniel ; for from 
the firſt day that thou didſt ſet rhine heart to underſtand 
and -chaſten thy ſelf before thy God, thy Words were 
heard, and 1 am come becauſe of thywords ; Oh that 
this 'example may be-bleſſed of God to Churches that 
have great Corruptions to Conquer, and great Blef-' 
ſings to obtain, that they would ſet themſelves as one 
ſhoulder to this work of. Faſting and Prayer , fo ſhall 
they not need to go-drooping all the day long; but 
thus Seeking in faithfulneſs, ſhall undoubtedly Find 
the approch of anſwerable bleſſings ; to which blef. 
ſed- end, for the good of Churches, Families, and 
every individual member , the good Lord bleſs theſe 
Cantions, Amen. 


— ———_  _- —_— — — —— — __ —— 


CHAP, XXV. 


Containing in it the evil of Ignorance, in not knowing 
wherefore Gods Rod ts come,nor what good it hath done: 
with three Direftions how to know When perſons are un 
der this Decay ;, and three Remedies againſt it. 


SIGN XXV. 


Hen Gods Rod worketb ſo little upon you, that 
you ean neither tell wherefore 38 is comegnor 

what good it hath dope, 
People 
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People under this Sign are very miſerable, for theyarg 

not only miſcrebleingeneral, but miſerable under the 
means of reducement ; theSun of ſuch is (etting,and the 
Lamp a going out, Itis a miſery to be in need of the 
Phyſitian, but to remain in miſery. ( after their beſt 
application as to healing ) muſt needs be miſerable; 
for then there remains no viſible hope of remedy , 
When correQion by the Rod will not do, {that is, 
will not reclaim, ) chen is giving up be! next 
work. 

It may be neceſſary to open the meaningof {Gods 
Rod, it ſignifies. his {tripes, or chaſtiſements; and 
faith the decaying Chriſtian, it is true, theſe and.theſe 
miſeries lie npon me, and have-for ſome time, but [ 
know not the cauſe, nor what is amiſs, or how to have 
it removed, nor wherein to be bettered. The Scrip- 
ture gives us. many fad inſtances of ſuch apeople as 
theſe, er. 2. 30. In vain have 7 ſmitten youy Chil- 
dren, they have received #o corveftion, though I do 
corre them, yet they do not receiveit ;; that is, they 
remain the ſame under it. as Per. 5. 3. Thow heſt 
fricken them, but they have not griewed, thow ha#t 
conſumed them, but they have refuſed to receive corre- 
fiow ; for the people turneth not to him that ſmiteth them ; 


Prangers have devonred their ftrength, yet they know it 
wot , though gray bairs are here and there upon them : 


Such as theſe have loſt their ſpiritual hold, and-feels 
not the force of Goſpel-arguments, and now the De- 
vil may take their Religion from-them, if he brings 
but ſomething by way of exchange, chat ſerves aod 
ſuits their external ſenſes, It js eaſie for ſuch to ſell 
their Maſter for thirty pieces of Silver, juſt like 1/rae/ 
of old. Exed, 32. When they ſaw that Moſes delayed his 
coming ( though he is gone up to the Mount with God) 


Jet they make themſelves new Gods ; meer ſhows, and 
forſake 
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forſake the true God; this is a moſt miſerable ſate, 
but bow ſhall we know weare under this dying Sign, 
and get help againſt it; } © 
Firſt, When no afiigtion or:Rod that comes upon 
you; doth fo myct! crouble you,as to provoke co a dili= 
ſearch what is 'the: cauſe of what is come. Jer. 
8. 6, 7. 1 hearkned nd hiard, bt they ſpake not 4- 
right, r0 man repented him of his evil, ſaying, what 
have'l dowe > The Stark, Turtle, and Swallow, oh» 
ſerve their time, but my people know not the Fudgments 
of i the Lord ; They. know not wherefore my Rod is 
come, but if 1 affiathetn, they get it off as ſoon gs 
they. can, not conſidering, that if it do not mend 
them, - 1 ſhall bring ſeven times worſe Judgments upon 
them ;''As it is- with ſome, and our. experience ray 
ſpeak 'to the truth of ic : Let God viſie their family 
with ſickneſs, they: will ſend tothe phyſitian, andif 
he furcher and briog death, chey will bury their 
dead,,- as faſhionably-as they can, but hardly in- 
quires 'ſayivg, what have I done ? or what opgheI 
tolearn? «© + 
Secondly, When if you are wrought upon to inquire 
 afterthe Cauſe, you center in generals; that is, ſome 
fin; or otber nor deſcending to particulars ; for this und 
this evil, it isthus and thus with me. 
| Thirdly, As God never ſpeaketh without Cauſe, ſo 
be 'never ſpeaketh butco purpoſe, what doth not help 
ſhall further hurt';- bis Word and Sword ſhall not re- 
rarn. in: vain 3 Herein lyeth the $kill of Chriſtianity, 
pot to acknowledge in the general, chat they ſuffer for 
ſin, bat to fall knowingly upon particulars , thus and 
thus.have I done, the Devil is not wanting here to uſe 
bis «kill; for the keeping blind-fold a decaying Chriſti- 
an from figbe and ſenſe of the: wound and cauſe 
wherefore it came , as the fureſt remedy - 
pain 
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Fainſt reformation; and certainly /it /is Gods Leſſon 
that we read the Rod; and whereforeit iscomecven 
his common Judgments teach this. -' For ſeldom or 
fever is a fin Puniſhed, but a curion; eye may eaſily 
read the fin inthe Puniſhment; theſin of Wanton. 
neſs under Fulneſs, may- caſily'be read in the ſcarcity 
of Bread , the: fin of a haughty ſtretched our Neck, 
and: Wanton eyes, may be-<ahily read ina Leprous 
Scab ;* inſtead" if a ſweet (melt 'a ſ*Ak, ; inflead of a 
girdle, a rent\, inftead of well fet hair, baldneſs | in- 
ſtead of beanty, burning. How doth the City\ſit ſolli- 
tary, ' that was full. of people," ſie that waiigreat awong 
the princes is btcome Tribatary 3 ſhe weepeth ſort in the 
mebt, her tears are on her cheths,”hty adverſaries the 
chief, her exemier proſper, Whertfore'is this ? The Spirit 
of God makes'anſwer, The Lord bath affiifted her for 
the multitude of her Tranſgreſſions, Lam.'3,' The 
hand of the pitifal Women'thave' Sodden heirdwn 
Children, they were their mean the deſtruRion of 
the idavghter of my people, The Crown is fallenfyo 
off our heads, Wo unto us for we have ſinned 1"Chay; 
5.16. Here is our puniſhment,” andin this yourmay 
read our Wantonnefs in Sin; we'were full, atid now 
«re 'hungry ; we abuſed our»ptenty,” and it igcurned 
into ſcarcity. W hen! Z»o/and} Peace was bleſſed with 
Plenty, and that Plenty abaſedwith-Pride , God ſent 
or ſuffered a CivitSword to witneſsagainſt irs-Pride ; 
nd complainedof the abuſgof its Plenty © poor Lon- 
dom in ſixty five, -and ſixty fix;'might readin legible 
CharsRers its Sininfts Puniſhment, when the fire left 
vs no houſe, andi'the Plague” leferus no inhabitant , 
Pride and fulneſs of bread; -and abundance "of" Idle. 
neſs called upon usto come, And behold thr works of 
God; what deſolation he bad made in London, + 


But 
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. But, Thirdly, Whea though you may confeſsin-the 
general, and deſcend into particulars, yetif there be 
not right ſorrow for, and turning from. ſin, you are ſtill 
under this dying Sign , It is poſſible toconfeſs inthe 
general, ard reſt here, 

Lord. have mercy upon us poor ſinners, and not 
conſider wherein, and for what we make this confeſſi- 
on, this is common-among the Sonsof Men at one 
time pray this prayer on a general faſting day, in point 
of confeſſion : but anon, Lord Ithank thee I am not 
as other. men, nor even asthis Publicane in point of 
Juſtification ; in the one, forget er know not the ſin 
or fins ſenſibly, for which they have made confeſſion; 
inche other, plead.ſelf acceptance, and ſhut out Jeſus 
upon the point of ſome particulars of common ho. 
nelly, or juſtice , which they make their Idol,” But 
further, It is poſſible. co confeſs in general, and to 
deſcend into particulars, yea, the very fin or ſijas for 
which the Rod is come, and to center here, and to 
take-up our reſt, ſhort of the Cod of reſt ; coming 
thus far will be but woful if alone ,, and therefore con- 
feſſion muſt be particular, and accompanyed with 
Sorrow ſor, and turning from, In 7eremiahs time, 


. there was a people very ſecure in going Þut thug far. 


Chap: 7. 4. Truſt not in lying words, ſaying, the 
Templeof the Lord, the Temple of the 1 ord, the Tem- 
ple of the Lord are theſe, If ye throughly amend your 
ways, as well as confeſsthem, then will I cauſe you to 
dwell ſafely; chough you cry the Temple of the Lord, 
and that be a cruth jo it ſelf, it is a lying word in your 
mouth, and will end in diſappointment, except you 
throughly do as.you ſay ; The good Lord help vs 
from A , tO cut off every INOL, and to cut 
down every GROVE, and to forſakethem as well 
as to confeſs them ; and if thy right eye offend rar 
pluck 
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pluck it our, its better enter into life blind and maim» 
ed, then having two eyes and two hands to be caſt in; 
ro Hell, where their worm-never dies, and che fire 
never goes ont, | 

Now as Remedies againſt this dying Sign, 

Firſt, Keep your Judgments under continual infor- 
mation, from thoſe Texts of Scripture, that declarey 
what the Rodis ſent for, Dexr. 17, may well be al- 


Iaded co, the King muſt have the Law by him continn- Þ 


ally, that he may read therein, and "Why? That hu 
heart be not lifted np above his brethren ; and that ht 
might learn to fear the Lord his God continually, So 
chat you ſee he was daily to be informing his J ene 
in the Law, as the proper way'to fear the Lord his 
God, and to ayoid ſinning againſt him : once inform- 
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ing the Judgment will not do, fo as to carry force to | 


the keeping from doing evil, except'there be a daily tn- 
coring the mind in the fame things again, and again , as 
ofcen rubbing the hands cauſeth hear, and often'whet- 
ting the inſtryment keepeth from ruſt, and maketh 
ſharp; even ſo, often informing the underſtanding 
and Judgment with ſome ſuch Texts as theſe,' bears 
ſuch a ſtroak upon the heart, as to deliver ir from go- 
ing in that path, attended with ſuch woes from Hea- 
ven. Levit. 26. 14, 15, 16,17. If you Will not heark- 
en t8 me and do all my commanaments, | will appoint 
over you terror ; yea, and ſet my face againſt you, and 
plague you for your fins. Job 36, 18. Becanſe there ts 
wrath, beware, left ht take thee atvay with hit ftroak, 
then a great ranſome cannot deliver thee. The Pro- 
phet 1/a:ab in Chap. 5. from the 8:h tothe 234. verle, 
pronounceth woe upon woe fix times over, cloath. 
ing cranſgreſſors with woes, as a man is cloathed with 
bis garment, 


Secondly, 


ms 
he 
re 
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Secondly, Content not yourſelves on this fide a hearc 
ſo tender, as co be under continual feeling fear of God 


and bis Judgments: Chriſtians ſhould be reſtleſs and 


| not ceaſe by prayer to crynightand day, that God 
! would make them large ſharers in che promiſes of the 
new Covenant. Ezeh., 33, 1will take away nb7 fony 
| heart, and give thee a heart of fleſh , thy hard heart, 
| and pive thee a ſofchArc, Mans heartis like 
| and mettal you know thatis hard and unweldy, thac 
| will not receive an imprefsion, is put to the fire to 
| ſoften, to make it receivethe ſtroak, in 2 Chros, 3 4. 


27. you haye a lively inſtance of a ſoft heart, be. 


| cauſe thy heart was tender, and thou didſt humble thy 
| ſelf before me ;, my fleſh trembleth for fear of thee, I 
| amafraidof thy Judgments. Plal, 119. 120. 


Thirdly, When art any cime a Rod from God comes 
upon you ; paſs Judgment till chat thereis ſome cauſe, 
and ceaſe not praying and ſearching cill you find it out: 
This will certainly preſerye you from being under the 
poſſeſsion of this dying Sign, ; ofh. 7. 1/rae! comes 
to loſs, what doth hethen do ? Cry, alas O LordGed, 
wherefore haft thou at all brought theſe people over, 
to deliver us into the hands of the Amorites to de- 


' ſfiroy me. 


Hear they cry to Foſhna, he cries toGod, 0 Lord 
Gea ! What ſtall I ſay, when \(rael tarns their backs 
before their enemies , for the Canaanites, and all 
the inhabitants of the Land ſball bear of it, and cut 
of our names from off the Earth? Aud what wilt 
thou do for thy great name ? Here Joſhua pleads with 
God, rents his Garments, falls- upon his Face, caſts 
duſt upon bis Head, and cries mightily to God for re- 
lief, and in the cloſe of the ow meets with his anſwer, 
gertheeup, wherefore lyeſt chou thus upon thy face ? 
Knowelt thou not what 1/ra:/ hath done, make ſpee- 


dy 
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dy inquiry for they have finned', therefore 
they cannot ſtand before their enemies, neither will 
[ be with chem any more, except they take away the 
accurſed thing from among them : God here tells 
them, there is 8 cauſe ſers them upon the work of 
Search, Now the Lot is caſt, and it fallsupon Achan 
who had ſeen and coveted a goodly.babyloniſh Gar- 
ment, ( which ſhows that Sin may look with a good. 
ly Countenance, whilſt it is but the accurſed thing) 
ewo hundred ſhekels of Silver, anda wedge of Gold, 
of fifty ſhekels weight, till all theſe with Achas, and 
all his, is ſtoned and buryed under the heap, the fierce 
anger of the Lord is notturnedaway, although a 7o- 
ſaua is at Prayer, that at another time ſo prevails, that 
the Sun ſtands ſtill for a whole day together; was 
there ever ſncha day as thu, that God hearkened to the 
voyce of a man? Yet now cannot behezrd until the 
cauſe be found ont, and the Camp purged; 1 ſhall 
leave this to conſideration and Gods bleſfing, and ſo 
paſsco the 26th, Sign. 


—— 
-— —— ——— - 


CHAP. X XVI. 


Shcwing where ſin takes its beginning, and how by de- 
grees if hearkned to, it works ruine ;, with fix ſpecial 
Marks, how perſons ( though pardoned ) may know 
when God Will ſuffer them to fall into ſin anew, 


ST GN XXVI, 
WW #- the thoughts of your Loſem-luſt, or 


any other ſin, 1s more prevalent with you, 
then pleafing God, 
Thought 
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|  Fhwigi\bagiateh dooret Boat Yay, 
uh eye! ani dar are of the body outwardly 
rakes firſt, place; and {ed aty;u 'it'y 
increaſe-to''conreptibo, ind from theteeaRion 
the eye avd\car carry things to che chogghe 
owl thought | carties 'things'© the 
nceptidn.coafſeRion, and affection cg mu wi *; 
hors wk fr” _ .-and chus. ven ; 
« fires little [park kqnadtes : woyery 
| rarky deareſtduſ' andevery wicked man hachu'didits 
ef) laſt; thiche moſt bugs; loves, :andferve; 1 
evil men obeplarge toany ſiochat ſuits with 
lixing, yet: there{is ſome parricdtarſin to whith t 
have anoſt;ſingle regard; andthebbef of 
are under? more-particular inclination," to\fome one 
Ir fin then other,-andin danger eo (all and be 
overcome thertby.:'1 Kings 3.38: | rhere the rs 
notes chis, under.the aeinend (aermplag ue "of 
18; 2 44/204h bnjlee' 3nigity,. ' Now ha cothes to-rhe 
| for (ementainmetic, andchereis greaceſt'Sof- 
ſibiliry of kndingenterrainment ; for which eauſeGodd 
word\fe mnch. inveighs againſt thoughts; whenthey 
gte abourevitexerciſes. Gem:6. 5, Every imayinittion 
. vfiicheythought of buy beart was evil, and only evil; Jer: 
4.'14; / How long ſhall thy vais thourhes loagh within 
_ thee ? Prov. I 9. T he thoughts of fooliſhwoſs'ls fin. 
Thoughristhe leaſt motion of che mind, and whether 
ie be wicked or good, is not bid from God, hor'from} 
Gods Vice-gerent, even Conſcience ; No thought tan 
be: withiheld from thee. Job 43:2. No ſecret deſi ige, 
though in the very heart of man, 'can'be fo carried on 
as char God cannot be! privy to it. Amor 4. U3, That 
declareth to man what i his thought. New thought, 
though the leaſt motion of the mind, yet being im- 
ployed with cantivual ————_—_—_ as the Reſure&i 
0a; 
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_ _—_ — thinki rw what ſhall 
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Beek IO adbjal oolary 
k fi a} Wd; 2 GOA 
ak} Fe t "we he ooh of 0np> do, vo 2510 
dy delights, char the hearts of 
mſelyes,asUncleznned, Co. 
m_ = force: vr mere 
= 0fgr ——_ »W Ie: 1CONCcerns 
hare, 10:be * ng, andre 
| ying, 1 and/tqfcetd 
oe ef "the be bepinnin 
Gaiowardly, beiog: = atk be cercaim to) rey 
jdgaent. upon. your ſelves, that if 40 your thoughes, 
your, former deareſt{luſt in.any branch of it, | or avy 
ocher inde gleafant 
gr deſiable, and not tather-batefal;Ffrigheful - b 
chenſame; black and. beliſh;yow anca dying or. 
64ying £9 beaven, and heavenly thinps; ''and very. ſei. 

x0 ſuch may the counke of Peter be p\Repone 
of this thy. wickedneſs, and. pray God thetbowght of vhy 
heart may. be forgiven thee. 1 ſhall from: take 
occaſion to give. you ſix Marks, | by which yonmay 

know when God will. ſuffer your Return back to 

old deareſt luſt, or ſome other 6in;andehey may $ 

bleſſing and your care,flayiniquiryic its firſt motion, 
Fiſt, The firſt Mark may be this, when after God 
hath pardoned the fins you once lived in, 'you atenot 
abaſed in your own eyes, ſo as to walk bumbler with 
God all-your days: Now this is Gods greatend in for- 
giving all fin. Zzek, 16. 62, 63. JO II 

C ovenant' With thee, and thou ſhalt know that | amt 
Lord, that thou waiſt remember, ( mark that ) oF 
oy v4 fl 
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Srgurof 3 yl or ebraying Chrifian. ty; 
bi' confounded; anid never open thy moxth' more, beck 
of ry flame, When” f os pai towards 1 th 
EzeK."36.'29, 30,31; 7 alſo will ſave you from alt 
your \nncleamniſſes, "both guilt and file," :henfbadt ypi 
rewenbir your ewii toil why s, andfoal lothe your ſe 
in your own fi gt, for yon iniquitzes,, and for you” 4- 


bowinations. 'So that yonuſee, God expets toreceive 
che fruit of felf.aþaſernenc from the pardoned.” * ''* + 
Burt Secondly, decauſe of y aces; you are 


in any meaſure lifted np, to admire grace morether 
givee : By pruce fiete, T ryean che Graces of gifts, ns ahi 
liry to pray or preiich, Wc. diftinE@from che Graces 
Humility, Meckneſsand Charity ;for & than way betit 
inthe one, and yet poor in the other, 1{o4.13, 1,213; 
Now ' you tnuſt ' diſtinguiſh berweett Graces and 
Gifts, with what allowance the'Scriprate gives, other. 
wiſe ye will confound borh by mixingthem together ; 
for though Graces” be” Gifts," arid Gifts be Graces 
yet are they not ſuch as prove, thar of neceſſiry where 
the Gifts or 'Graces of Preachirig, or Praying, or 
ny ot Toripues are, there will be the Graces 
of Humility and Thaokfolneſs ; though ir will prove 
thete ſhould be ſach Graces, the reaſon 1 conceively.. 
eth here, and'it may be worthy our noting, ( thus) 
The Graces of gifts inthe ſenſe we diſtiaguifh,are more 
froper'y given of God for the benefic of others ; 4s 
pave his Spirit to Sgx/, for the'benefir of 7/r acl : 
Now otfier Graces are moſt properly given for the 
profir-of -ourſelyes; becanſe with che one we may pe- 
riſh, without the other we cannor be ſaved. * Now 
both this dying Sign, and che diſtirition may be of 
uſe, 'if conſidered among Churches, for experience 
tals ty, while the humble in heare have ſtood with 
their low and mean parts, in the mean timethoſe tall 
in Gifts have fallen like Dego# before the Ark ; _ 
"a N 2 : 


278 "an 4 Dying on decaging Chr)lide: 


of Is, good. ,NORE.. here be. ſecure,., for though Gifts be 
ces,  and.rchat-from God thegixery/yet may 2 per... 
Gris po 5 with che Gift, and. bicaſelf Korea 
5 * " t9.be/lifred up to the. forgerting .Gad-rhe 
er, 2.Cbron, 26.15, 16-1 @mpved Fich Obep, 


3 eindly, A ipa.of G6 win penſane two 
fall into Ge,: (6A bg When ſi ng pena 


God given you.gre not minded elyelor rgonten :- There 
1s.NONE, web HRRAre moe of tryed by God in 
this yery kind ime.or other of ;heir fife,) Þr abey 

e. not only. in. CORE favours, that 
= daily _beflows Spon, Al tful ſeaſops, 
00d, rayment,. healt andthe like, ;bur 


alſo ſignal and.ſi ial! _ ho FLA fromthe 
;rave, when at the) very bnok, to viſible view, even 
fayours of ſuch like kind as H{racl bd, whenghe firſt- 
born. in Egypedyed , ro eu barks againſt liract z 
when Plague or Sword ſweeps away by hundreds, on 
our right hand, and on ourlefe, agd we.remgio un- 
touched; thiscertainly i is never to be forgotten'; ſo the 
red-Sea deliverance, che 1illar.of Cloud by day, and 
of Fire by. night, together wich che; dividing of the 
Waters of To das, are Parables, doubtleſs in Goſpel 
days, and we onder as gracious Obligations to remem 
her wich chankfalneſs loving kindneſs. David 
that good man, makes obſervatipn in this caſe of old 
1/racl,and hath lefttheir ſtain for. generations ro come, 
to read and take warning by... P/a/,,106, 9, 10, Lt, 
12,.13. God rebuked the red Sea, anditwasd 
up, and redeemed them from the hand of cheir ene- 
mies ; yet they ſoon forget his.torks, and-waited not for 
his connſel 3.,50 2, Chras. 32. 2.4. Hexckiab was ſick 
rodeath; and be.prayed toGod, and he gave him a ſign; 
on H exthinh rendred not again according to the hens 
owe 


Signs of Dying vr decaying Chriftian,. wig 

dane bins ; ( ovark that his reryrr- was not as ignatas 
hjs favour, chercfore God ſuffers wrath'to. come upo rt 
him; by all whichir is clear, that'more'then ordinary 
favours, calls for more then ordinary returns; ard 
whereics a wanting; God is proyoked to ſuffer ſuelf to 
| fall »/1 pray God make this hint as acceptable, as it is 
feaſonable co thoſe'thar ſhall meet with ic. | 
t ourthly, A: fourth Mark how perſons may know 
when will ſafer them to fall into Sin ; "When un-' 
der-great ſtraits, 'youarenot much'iwith God for wif. 
dom and counſel; Negle& here muſt needs be dange- 
rous, * for it isa'kind of tempting God, 'a daring as it 
werethe holy One of 1/-ac/, When under great ſtraits 
that for good ends he brings upon them, ' they are cate-' 
leſs co requeſt his help for cheir eſcaping, and anſwers 
able gaiving..+ No man that trades inthe way to hea- 
yen, bur at times is exerciſed with great ſtraits of one 
kind or another, | the yery entrance intoit promiſeth 
nothing leſs. Afark 8: 3 4. whoſoever will come after 
me; \ter' hins take 'up his Goſs daily and follow me ,- SO 
that-Jeſus Chriſt would have perſons count upon meet- 
ing with bard things, that will be his Diſciples; -For 
mani born to trouble as the ſparks fly upward. Job 5.7, - 
Now that none may fink under them , Jeſus Chriſt 
hath '\made provifion, which if they negle they are 
like to periſh,” Afat, 26, 4. The Shepheard ſhall be 
ſnutten, and the Sheep all ſcattered , now the beſt pre+ 
fervative againſt. ſuch a danger, is, Watch and pray 
chat \ ye enter not into tempration.” Luke 21. 26. Mens 
hearts failing thews for fear, and for hooking after what 
ſhalli come to paſs ;, for the Powers of Heaven ſhall be 
ſhaken t Therefore watch ye and pray always," that ye 
may" be acconnted worthy toeſcape. By theſe Texts, to- 
gether with Phil. 4, 6, Be careful for nothing, but in 


evory” thing by prayer a ſupplication, let your —_— 
WD" 3 f 
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186: Signnof 6.Bylnge: decoy His: | 
be made hnown unto Ged, Clearly noting, chat perſons. 
6 0 pages ry eek the way 
. of prayer z well-therefore may this prove an accep:a+ 
ble caution to-every Chriſtian, when be andergoeth 
his hare icche-Crofgof Jeſus ,. to make his: complaint 
and, earneſt cries to him by prayer, . with ſupplieation, 
. No donbt but: ſuch will find Chriſt ſeaſonably hel 
him : buc if you- find & ſecure drowſineſs attend the 
heart, then conclude /your miſery is|not yet ac the 
height: The Diſciples are found aſleep three times 
together, and cannot- watch with their Lord one hour, 
ore their miſery will be greater by his being taken 

from them-; bae-1 ſhall end this Matk, leaving for 
our gracious /pattefn- the example of Jeſus Chriſt, 
1ho being in an Agony and ſweat," as it were great 
drops of blood;he at that time,prayed the more rarnefly. 
Lake 22. 44: | 

; Fifthly, When you readily cloſe with occafionsto 
ſin.;-this cempts che Devil tot , and rempts 
God to leave you; Sawpſpn in-Fudger 14. ſeeks to 
take a Wife among the Uncircttnciſed, that be ywiebs 
feek an occaſion af ainſt thens : Even ſo, doth not 
Devil make his attempts, whereby he may give an 
occaſion ta Gods People to finz The ready cloſing 
wherewitch ,, tempterh him further co rempt them; 
and: indeed temptech God toleave them': Now oect- 
ſions |to - cames _ wy bee from _—— 
oþzeRts, that may-have but lite znning, and yet 
rall concluſions ,” ſometimes the car heareth that which 
ſets' the. hearc on. fire ; ſometimes the eye ſeetb that 
which brings wo co-the mind ; witneſs David, who 
at the top of his roof, as he was walking, feeth F arb- 


ſheba waſhing ber ſelf,, and her beauty paſſing through 
rhe caſemenc of his'eyes; this ſmall dccaſion. took 
poſſeſſiqn, and made bith g priſoner to his great over- 


throw , 


Bien ofa Djvne aegey Mis; 18t 
throw: 1 S0-Fof"7. 21, AFhas (aW ans) "thr; 
#' poodly - xa» +199 ys penny Cand a Wei pets, 
bis eye look; audits beart aenh 5 re 
Now every man that knowethany of | 
_— Uheriefeokvand takes occaffort From reryfuant 
;- Bebild hew-gredt'a fore a little ſpark Yi 
teh. it begin by tele. _ -fts degrees, 
is carried through the eyes to the choughts, t a - 
conception, chen'2o affettion, 'then th conſent, 'theti 
10 aSon : Now the proviſion che boly Scripture makes 
in this ki king, 'is poſſively engaged by way of Preeept, 
To abſtain from all appear ances of evil. '1 Thel, 5. a2. 
Clearly noting,” that in order toperſons certain fecu- 
rity from the commiſſion of all evif,] they muſt abſtain) 
{rom "its Appearance: very obſervable is Godscatie 
t9'7/-arl of old, no ſooner were they out' of Zy 
bet he ſeeks'to take all occafionsof fin one of t it 
way. Exod. 13. 17. And it came of dr that when 
Pharaoh bad ler the People go, that God led thim PT, 
thriagh thi Land of the Phtlſtines! although 4c "wat 
»p, { note that) ft peradventuye the Poop fee war, 
and return to Egypt 42 4in. $0 Exod. 23. 13,54. All 
ſo Dewr."7,25\ Prov; 22: 24,25; They uf tht 
dranGheir graven Imager, and bitvi\them with 
and defire none of the ver. thats 0 thits. ft t 
4 [nave wit them. Sothe wiſe. mr, cornfels to ror 
w friendſhip With "an "angry mith,” wid with « furidvte 
man 5 n0 noPv# go, hf WING r hiwip, and yet's ſhare 
foout foals, +++ ® 
"""Sixthly, When you" are” 66k pitiful to hd tempted? 
we in ws proſperity hay rn pee _ 


dt dy tv 
C- ets bag wen andeokry'then 


them deoyinuRht') War, wh tot "rs ve) 
o were, ae loten on, \'t6 Tet" WhE ONe feutiouy 
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192 Signrofi.s Dyingar , 
weak he is..ioghebands'of..chjs ſpiritual, Adverſary,. if 
ſeft.ro himſelf; gnd,co cry. theothgr,\ what frame af 
hears. be. carries tomgrds bis. hxaches, in.diſtreſs, . and 
this.if wiſely improved tunre totheigreatadyancage of 
both::, The perſgoal ſufferer, if. be endure, becomes 
beir to. the promiſe, annexed ta the;condition of the 
tempted, Fans. ; 4.424, And! the\Jaoker-on, if he by 
bebolding is ſo .enflamed with zealous loye and-pity 
ta his ſuffering,hrother, that; be greatly ſuffers alſo ; 
T he one « offended,} the other burng;: 2: Cor. 11229, 
When all the ſtrength, a,poor cempted; ſoulibath,- jg/en- 
gaged in hoe fight.wich che Devil, \Fleſb,: 4nd World, 

then pity fromioakers an, .proveghkea freſh recruit 

to. a ſhattered; Army, ic (0 ſuits with Gads will,; and 
with the "tempteds-want ; whereas onthe contrary, 
wan of pity.in-lopkers on, as ir krengrbens the handy 
ofthe Adverſary, and tempts the courage of-the trou- 
bled. co.grow flat. ., Now this ſixch Mark'is framed eo 
that. end, if the. Lord .will, that lookers on may not 
only . know | what. frame of heart they are to be of. in 
ſuch ſcaſon; but toproyoke them ro make haſt tojt, 
in Ames 6, 4. there was negle# totbis duty, - and.ic 
meets with a ſad ſalute; .o to them that are at eaſe is 

Zion, that lie wpon upon beds of Ivory, that drinlyWine 
iv. Bowlr, but are. net grieved for the Afﬀiidtions of | }0- 
ſeph : No. iniquity, ( mark that) ſo.proyokes. God 
as. to: be preferred in. puniſhment before this; : They 
maſt go into Captivity, With the frft that go Captive. 
Amos 1. 1:. Numb, 20, from the 14. co the. 22. 
God, will not bear ſuch a pitileſs bearcio his very Ene- 
,mjes.* 1/447: 6; {war wrath with my People, and 


| them iuta: thy an ; 484. upon thy axcient wery 
avily haft they {aid thy yorrrs. T herefore in one day 


hal come upon thee loſs of Children, avd 'idew-hood. 
\Requerrber therefore thoſe thet arg hn, Bonds, whnond 
| 2 


rater vg 


o& Sal .s wc wake - 
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wil chm} and thin that ſuffer "Atlner fiery!) as bein 
Peja Bay Heb. i Read and conſider, 
ind the good Lord)give you underſtanding , Amen. 
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Shewing Sata# way," by which he ptts i our day moſt 

advantage upon Churches ; and 4 plain diſcovery 
-' of ehi'firſt riſe of 1 Yu gan ; ſoewing alſo the qreat 
©" "Law of "E dification, to be preferred iwall Doftrime ; 
"2 wiHtÞCantions"16ſuch as live ont off aff Church wiy; 
* "With Cantion? how Churches are'to btheve rheniſtlvry 


pad vine of reſFfrom per ſeemtion. __ 


IS ) « <7 1 5Þ, + 4. - "og 

XXK.7 Hem ou are mighty curiom about the leſſer 
ANY matters of Gods Law, ;and mighty care- 
efs 4l0ut the werghtier, ! e190 T4 

2 Whenbyd the prand Engine of begining and-per- 
feQing|a Chriftianstnine, cannot-at gnee knock his 
heart and hands-from:r'off the -Ordinatices of Gods 
Houſe, /- thereby to | make zbim; defticuce of ' the 
very. means to good ., he uſuglly-works this way, 
where be finds;meer ſubjeRs to beworking upon, vsz. 
Make ſome mgategnrious by far then God would have 
tbem,; and (0: wholly taken up with: the leſſer matters 
of, Gods Law, thathe may havethe\fairer opportuni- 
10\mdke them as careleſs in the weightier ; by. this 
,manner of dreſs -he;deceives fir..more, | then by his 
common known. dreſs-0f viſible prpphaneneſs ; this 
-bagg fo far from-the road af. the rude ranting way, 
t 
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peoplemakes a noiſe as ws. it would drive theworld 


before ir; white the fairer, furer Cliriftian, that carries 
on his matters temperately, giving due reſpet to eve. 


ry command, yet ſeems in their eye to burn ſo'dim, 


do Apna 


mightily,” nor.o 


ior ol) ecrn gz monderal 
ameng th people called 


DEE yer\kept under. ſhomny tin 
lf a Fil 


Atheiſts dreſs, om _— Ie IE riſe from, and 
certainly will end.in.., They 


rafaical like, 2 of aff | Chriſh _ 

vely is but cog (e) ri RL are {o 
1 ky ff on \"rhat hey rela ſelves even 
abtieſt the” kervbl oncaigiry hr of Rehpion; andthe 
Church of Godcan truly witneſs chis, for from among 
—_ our, withras fair $ as 
power of 


wp 


sfor that that com- 


EE ein oft 
a 
== EEE 
on the \myttery 
Spmric dr darkneſs, and  endcenie bighes 
Anpel- 


riſe of rey 'f 
wirterials, oft 


in che weigtnier, 
IH. . 


tis /elearly evident, : chat che feſt 
theſe 


_ very 
-rariots Ifthe'leſfer,” andeareiets 
king noching ſeetetlp ro gel 


tion 


he awe tet [ | 
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ebomnindriofr (ns -ſame can witneſs): yet. aq publi 


view; where /they-1might have che fdi 6 
deceive the-fimple, did make great ſhow of Taadey 
reſpe&ito 'fomeleſſer matters. of Gods Law x; it>{ 
deed 'out-talk: every: body, - while God - knowb; 
did- nor tchns pled, ut: of erae-Jover to: Gods)L.am 
chat. chey. had;;- 'bugrbecauſe no -bait: world: ſÞo-4it 
| thein. nook, and carry on-the' bufineſ they. deſigned 
like is, NR GRE pw ,vumnk UN *0 art 
Now Satan YT IA men itivin vein 
for him. eo expect thaeaccompithing8oy: great defign 
among. the ſeparated: Churches, any 9ther way, tor 
filrhineſs of fleſh is ſo manifeſt, that evety dody amwog 
them 'that knows but any :things-knows.chey/are re> 
deemed from that, bur filthine of the fpirit- which 
works ſecretly, and yet ends carnally and mortally, 
is his grand working way ; which doubtleſs the Apar 
ile well knew, when hegavethisexhortationcothe 
Cordech Church, with this deſcription which ipray 
obſerve. . Chap. 7, 1. whete he beſeecherh themnoc 
' only,'"to cleanſe themſelves from: all: filtbineſs of the 
fleſh , but by way. of diſtintion, *filebineſr of «Spiric 
4/0; and that in order'to theirpertecung hoknefs 
in the fear of 'God. Read alſo-2/a:13021.' And by 
this myſterious means he takes jn fome place, and'#> 
ſome people: by companies,” that nioft of 'cthem 
as true Church ſtanding were: ithe/ carnalleft; 
mean,and i {t.Chriftians, having m chem as/lits 
tle experience as rould'be of the poweriof Godlineſs 
ſo lictle, that if they had' any leſs; auld have dad 
t00-lietle to be born by che Chuechz yer intangling 
themſelves with this ſpirit of deceic, (orifilchineſs of 
ſpirit) have grown aighty confident, >boſd, and life 
ed-np,' roo wife for their teachers, deſpiſingy thoſe far 
before themringrace,'! yet far behind them im-chejrae. 
; 212073 count 
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| F and very juſtly: may and [doch the Lord "= 


fach fall into 


ex, of- no account with him-atall, "he raking no plea. 
fare-in ſuch, but greatly diſdainingeem. Afar; 23. 


23...Wo unto you Soriber and Phavifees, for you pay. 


exth of mint, Anniſe, avd Cummin, and have omitted 
_ the 'weinhtier 'marrers of the- Law, 'They areunder 

Gods wo, 'thoagh they do what they oughe to'do, 
yet \in leaving \undone ſomething weightter ,7: thac 
ought. to 'be'; alſo, - Multicudes as the Scripture 
witneſſeth have'been,- and God knows in our days 


are, deceived in this matter , who content themſelves, 


ſome in _ mighty juſt berween man, | and man, 
which in it ſelf is good, yer looſe in other matters ; 
others great Church-inen, yet abominable proud, 00+ 
yetons, or both, much like thoſe, 1/a. 5$. 25 That 
ſeth, God daily,” and delight to know his wayer, . (mark 
that) 4: 4 Nation that did righteon[neſs, and delight 
5” ry to God, yea, they faft and affiit their 
Souls, Howexcellent ure allthefe things mentioned, 
and worthy our — foundin this pra- 
Rice, yet ſent to-by co be told of their ſins; . all 
which noted together proves, - chat faithfulneſs in ſome 
truths, while unfaithful in other-truths, more; or as 
material , renders the ſeryices of ſuch to be of no ac- 
count : all which I have briefly noted for caution to 
two ſorts of peoplein ſpecial. ' ${131! 01 
 - Firſt, Such as live our of moſt way of Goſpel ſepa= 
ration, and yet keeping. themſelves under the obſet- 
vation of ſome cruths, that :confcience and the light of 
nature diftates to them; though under apparent,neg- 
let, and in diſobedience to many'known _— 
\ erutos ; 


_—_— v 


| ſpiritual deceit, -notwirhſtanding hey - 
ad for ſome of his ownlaw, they being molt care». || 
leſs, where he would have them-molt careful ; ſo ren- 
ders'cheir careinthelefſer, while careleſsin the great. 
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4 lift. 


Slens ſys or decaying N ala-wrhay 127 
truths, thac chey know or eafily may xnow, follows 
ing-che, Counſel of God," co cry, afaer knowledge, and 

up their woycefer nnderſtanding ;- arm vr tbey 
fearob: for their. flver;, digging as hey digrſor their bid 
treaſwre-: That 1s, taking 4s great pains for che 
ledge of the true: treaſure, : as they. take, ro ;poſſi 
themſelyes; with worldly creeaſure - for the getting 
whereof chey rſe up Early, -g0-t0. bed Late; and ear 
the--bread..of | ;nſulneſs ; buc all this while content 

themſelves with lazie deſires, and. faint wiſhes: after 
the crne- erealure, and will not, cloſe with any thing 
that. proyes coſtly in getting orkerping. | «744 2.59% 
7. how. believeft-there i one God,, thendeft well," the. Dev 
vile alſo believe and tremble ;, but them Wilt know. O vain 
man, that faith Without works 4,4, bes; alone >; 
Therefore faith, muſt be of a Goſpel kind, and proved 
to be ſo by Goſpel works: Though a man ſhouldbeg 
pardon. of his ſin,; of lying, cheating, .coverouſneſs; 
or. pncleannefs; -or ſuch like works of the fleſhall his 
dayes, and yet continue in any,..orall.of theſe ; yea, 
though he could cry forit,cill his hear;-ſtrings break, be 
muſt miſs of ie, -asking out of the way of the-promiſe, 
in! which yoatont decreed by the God of Heaven to 
be given, ſo that every repentance.ſuppoſed co be righe, 
may be wrong, . and that faith not of a Goſpel kind, 
though of a Goſpel ſhew ; 1f a man would have Sal. 
vation with his ſios, or Chriſt and his ſinst00, he goes 
out of the channel of the penitent, who are wont to 
meet God in ſorrow for ſin, and turning from fin, 
Prov. 18.13. He that covertth bus ſins, ſball not proſper, 
but who ſo confeſſeth and Fozlaketh chem, hall bave 
mercy, 

Now deceitful hearts, through che Devils wiles, 
miſcoaſtrne promiſes of Glory, taking pare for the 
whole, baving confident dependence upon the __ 

ey 


fos co life; "ankdiou gs foimesy denn are 


"be; © whe 
-dne cite <9 
upon 
6f Heaven, nor dil 
ths foundariory their + hope i is built 
pow It prove with fueh, ub with a 
warn; be dreanneth,” andbehold he tarwh, but he aw 
enhind bi foil ivewpry.. Ta: 29, 8. Mary will ſayes 
Chriſt/inche preiit'day, 'we have eateniand arnnk in thy 
priſebce;* and this buff tang ht in our ſtreets, therefore 
_ Lord; Ltd, ; pr —— Kept yu 6 
819 wry ;/ periſh 11 Not 

x waa 4 Br ind: 'retiewsthe'foul God. ward; 
bw Bill allowy' the” feſh a coimending wer, 
chat great mark, which proves the opeof 
Gods' Ele& 't0'be of the ri ht” kind, "1 7obn' 3.1, 
nd every one that heth TUyis Dope 9s bim, payiſyeth 
kinnſclf FvOW alt he bephere: 
- Secondly'; | Let this ſerve' for Eiution? ro! ſach it 
Chureti&, # are; dr'afe like cob exltiouvilPrlioleſſer, 
whiſes careleſs in the" greater, "Great hath beenithe 
rfotible of ſuch/ Chitehes as can withels this decay to 


anyebeer! amongſt them, it Aſt e6ok tHe moſt icon | 


iderae, that hved too much below compariſon'in 

Zods Law, where or when to be more or lefsin con- 
deſcention in order rothe belt maintaining/edifieation 3 
which 'is the greit end all inſtivation :' they forget- 
ting, or not knowing-this, 'have'gone'fo ubſeaſonable 
-abour ſerting upthe leſſer, that they havedebaſed che 
weightier , making the remedy prove far worſe\ther 
the diſeaſe . carrying6t this work with ſuch hacer 
of management, that-a/ indifferent ſtatider'byicould' 
not bur 1magine, that ſore the whole will wa = 
ay 
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a er oe its 
in'che z wo or | 
hy feet equally, fevingincain tharthey(o 
= wir," ppl pow Jrywes takingplace, thar che 
RR and Charch-Communion conl'no 


LENS (1 bun 
ie —— the diAfidti annctyr obefe Goſpel- 
Churches, both in affeftionand riſen; if ndb 
from: this: very. root ? Canrior tuddreds-witneſs, yea 
Hs frees Ee 
not reat law eat al 
Hedintced) ro wit, Edificacion Ehflcicion,\ betn faenoe fr 
he will of ſotve ovlties > L know whas 1 ſpenk 

witneſſes, 1 J Was 


cuth, \urid rhat 1 have 

3xThe. honour of God; the credi® of his: Religion, 
whey ie bath come in competicion} huch beewleſs pres 
peiornpan wrote; wereyonge Pace 

\not 

rag CN emmy 
How cd zone example 
Ihave yit 4 avy thi fay* to' you; but Canwer 
bar chew ow, - wy Ry lictle, ahrvtd ſeafori 
of was Chrifts "beſt ſeafor1"of Levhiring 
Doth net; dythis, teach every Diſaple'of his, 
to welithemfelves? | .- _ 

;- What they have to offer b they offer i it's 
ind-the beſt ſeaſor t00 ; may not, nay have not ſome 
by ſeeking defore due feaſon, to ſet vp ſome oneleſſer 
law, \thrown down ſeveral greater laws; nay hath not 
ſome anſeafonably bri inthe cruth, cogether witty 
the ill management ch eo þ 'broughrinto the Chorch 
dy head and houlders Emvying,' Strife, and Diviſion, 
and caſt out Hamblenſref in mind, Long-ſuſffering, Gen= 
dinieſs and Bowels ? Doh not the Sly Apolile ſer a 
copy for all; how to walk in'this reſpeR ? 1 Cor; 3. 1. 
And 1 Brethren conld net Seak wwe 70n, 45 wito ſpiri-' 


tual, 


4 


ad, bat ins unto carral, even babes 38 Chriſt 1) Jrhave 
have wt bericabteite brer-itg aneher Jeb are; jo able; 
Dorh, nos be) here. conſides aheir ipwardeontiacation, 
and prepare bis diſh to their ſtomack ? Andasndehig 
Heayens roadereay.to bring intho-greater ? -=paypr 
derly. ov ore re elſeca .vitneſs chis hojy A- 
poltley carriegen1b Gt obain D7 418,11 9: Didi ll make. 


of 
4! of -yom, FR, of thim[fent.to JoO8 ;1 :Tdepbed 
Tn, rus with wh6m0i] ſent abrather oo did Titugake 
+frivaf gun? oi#4 [peak before Grd in Chriſt, Wand al 
things Hem (y eleven fer Jour edblying i: he bad neſpeR 
ro the great deſigny; Edikcetion -A8d, whea requit ng 
thein performance of, a leſſer ;dury ,c, 19, wit! giving 
their 'temporalt $4 thew, from ingom they received (pirb: 
alt, enemas the, Lord. hath erieuntdg, thentheyatet 
preaeh tht Goſpel frontal efeaipth,: Wetas:l Gd 
but cow; +, She, callieg.far bae priformytice of. ahis 
lucy, will Bot {iand wich har eiegtionanthbanygi; 
he. will racher,pregeh.(heGapelobGod/rgcly arr 
1:1, 9. Bis-Who: Lwas prefers with you, (Ang. Wang, 
£D.), 19.44 chargeable ito nameaht, 119 111 all things Jhew 
kepe wy. ſelf. ſrow. bring -burthenſome ta:y08 ;; and fol 
will keep my ſays you ſee, changh ke wants pecefſagies, 
be will cake Hothing-of gþem,!{ hut rather,pver-bur. 
then other Church that-are beer ſpirited 40 bear 
. k, then among bis pzople Jahgur in yain',, may DR all 
mournforGoſpel-!oſs,through the want of ſach walking 
one towards another in our days?- How proſpergus in 
probability, may not I-ſay in certainty had he $rach 
been over it. is, through our Nation, hadijg pekbeecn 
for thoſe diviſions that now are among the Churches? 
Whoſe begina'ngs came;in this way ? [ do ſecrecly.re- 
jayce,. to think what a bleſſed jfſue would bave been 
reaped of general harmony.amongſt Gods Ten, 
| wh 
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Signs of 4 Dying or Aecaying Chriſtian: lg 
while: all perſons in-all places, anddmong all people 
ſpoke the ſame things. bode 41 03 27/83 91 
But 'o6 the Tomrary, here the' Charch reſts from 
Perſecutiogiot Trouble wihour,: what chen follows > 
Doethiſhe not fertle upon her. Lees, while ſhe' was 
troubled, ſhecuniced and became. ofie-ſhonlder 26: 
every buiden, now ſhe hath reſt 2? Whac doth God 
ct for; that chen ſbe be edifyed, and walkin che 
Fearrofithe Lord, 26d in the: Comfort of the Holy« 
Ghoſt; and. incteafed | growing/ mote in goodneſs 
and preatoels, many is not be for Lamemacion,- thac: 
Experience hath tbid us the conerary, when the Church 
ted in times pilt,! grew ſhe not Carnal, From 
werldly - Prond', .\CiniJotions, Enview , | Quatre 
ſb», -dnd fell from "Humility and /Genleneſs,' into 
Emulation, wrath, Strife, Seditiom, and for this 
hach not God ſcourged ſome to loſs of Subſtants; 
others of Life it ſelf, a6d drjyec all back into By pr, 
Agairi,; ſhall ewelye years expcrience be ſofficiernt ro 
Werw a4 for ever to Live.in Love; feeing now'there 
#:\i\e-20 come 3 little time of revivingagain > Would 
we. bave it laſt long, and end in:Wedl > Letuslibuur 
with--might after the good Apoſiles Spirit, tobe all 
things, and do all things to Edification. My Fellow 
Travellers for Fer»ſalem the City of God, let us 
ſtudy that Leſſon, not reſting ſhort of living the life 
of it. Phil, 2, 3. Let nothing be done through ſtrife or 
vain glory, but in lowline(s of mind let each w others 
better then themſelves , This will bring into their Can» 
dleſticks thoſe two glorious lights of Gods-Houſe 
PEACE andLOV E, while we eſteem others bec- 
ter then our ſelves, there will be Love, and where 
Lowe is ,, there will be forbearance ; ic beareth all 
things, it hopeth all things, endareth- all chings, 
and is kind , and where this Love is, there will 

- - peace; 


19g" Sipns of s Dying or decaying Chriſtan.” 
ptace7and:ababication ficted forthe Prince of peace 
eo take up his abode in. Alas,- Alas, Doth northe 
finder-the Building atly? white he can 
eruly.ſay, dd yos not fee-how they-are dividedamo 
net RE dpaalke, tedigy 
ous ſeeker: leg arvhis, 
whit Chall1 do# Whiere co ſettle I:cannor tell?! Both 
not thecarnal-Chriſtian becauſe of this pleafe bimſell, 
— gotlinto) the world of liberty. from:all 
ay/? Octcharthe Lord wonld be intreated to 
awaken che upright ! yet to make irtheir prayer, and 
cdye:Gight' and day,: how they may'in Places; Times, 
Things, eſpecially in the main, both; co ſpeak and Yo 
e:fame thingy :rhis will beþleſſed with bertgr'fuc. 
ceſs. to God'and>Goſpel,. in ane year, then the beſt 


indeavours of ancther: kind, for yve paſt hach'been 


in4wenty years vo: 07 7 1 Os 

al tgve done,andthegood Lord begin to ſet this my" 
humble. caution.co Churches home, 'that they all may 
rake'the goed .Apoſiies rule. x.Cor. 14.26. HoW « it 
then laethres, When you come together,” every 086 hath 
a Þſalrs, hath a Dolttine, hath a T 0ngne.; ' hathia' Re- 


velation; hath an interpretation rm all things ve | 


done50 CME il vqcirh 
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Shewivig the neceſſity of humble waiting, and confident 
' drpending pin” the bely- Spirit,” to help in vhi great 
work of mortificition ; the ne Wherrof 14 Jbewrd 
in ſeven particulars, with fix direttions how'to gu and 
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Vn te oY, Splint help rn ohe great bor 
5 9TOM of margification, [eems.nnt of abſolute ne- 
ag: 151: 1d os > omar 2 
\,Tdat 1s, its. working belp, and «way! is -notcaken 
heed : | neceſſity of the holy Spixics belp in this mar-, 
ren of: greatconcernment; cannat be known, ſa. as co. 
be ta this greategd worthily improyed, withoug know- 
ledge; £0:a good! ;degree,, how inithis great,wark the: 
holy Spirics belp-is concerned; and whether ſo concern»: 
ed, that without. its belp,\ mortification of ſninits, 
right 'prder, cannot''be brought about, Nom where: 
che holy, Spirit js-ſayght unco,and:/ humbly. waited-apon) 
for, help,. be doth hex hiraſelf- helpful in cheſe;par-, 
tyoallars, - 1/1 (11411 X (] 
{ Firſt Infortifyiogthe mind of aChriſtian with ſpiris 
tual materials, meet tO wage war with che ſpiritual ad- 
verlaries, F /e/a,Ferld, and' Devil; all which are ſtrong; 
ly ingaged againſt a poor conyent. G44. 5. 7. 7he fied 
lufteth, ag ainſt the Spirit ; deſiring and ſtrivingio.do- 
' © what..is directly contrary to che Spirie, like a petfet 
oppoſite, aiming and xiving co ſet up all impurity, 
contrary. to, or agbok. his Spirit purity. Now - 
" 2 min 


194 Sigtis of 6;Dyeng' ar decaying Chrifllan. 
mind being the moſt noble partin man, that the fleſh 
is moſt ingaged againſt; ſo that Perey in his x Epif, 
2. 4, 12. cautions; 46ſt ae from fleſhly luſts, which 
war agaizft the ſoul, or mind, therefore ſaith the holy : 
Apothle Stu-Pamni flew 43: 1/00 Law iv my mer 
bers, Wer King. If wg Lav of. my. mind, tered 
Mme: CAPUVE 46: f _ 1, 4n 3. maengers 4 And 
faich Jels.Chrilt, Aft, 22. 37+. Thor felt loyethe 
Lord thy God with all thy ſoul, and with «fl vhy mind 
All which together, proving the mind to be the moſt 
noble part,at which Gf Pop pri.eo poſſeſs with good, 
and the adverſary 'to polleſs with bad, hath a chief 


and oply air, knowing. right well, chat ſip 
re or 


ann  Xx4a CT... ona 


there carries away the whole wan , .andtherefo 
aQions of good (met and wicktd'iren, 'are mo 
leſs reputed good or bad, as they are thbre «Rs 
maniged with the Pin, Nebern 4. 6,7. Thebhil- 
ders 'rhat wrong ht pon the Wall, With owe hand; Belt a 
weapon, and With the other hand wrong bt in tha work: 
for th# ptople- had a MINV ts work: wilich notes how - 
mightily” willing :minddoth contribute to-a ſaccels- 
full work: and that thivisgreatly eſteemed off by:God, 
reed Ja. 26. 3. Thoa- wilt: keep him-in perf feate 
»hoſl hind ts ftayed: on' thee , thou wilt keepthein,' 
ſack arethe proper ſubje&s of Gods-preat care; wlioſe 
minds" on God is ſtayed, and they ſhall haveipeace; 
peace, that is, peace inits beſt performances, ar#in 
aff is- deprees-* Peace” at home; abroad; in Rory, 
In calms: within; 'without, equivalent with that ble. 
{fing/ annexed to commandment. kvepers. . Dext. "28, 
begirining. . Bats on "the -cortratly: - Prov, -21. 29; 
The (atrifice of the Wicked i abomination to:the Dord; 
how miutyz maze, . when he brings 'it with a wicked 
Pind;-'$o that at the beſt the wickeds ſacrifices are 
abominable, but how much more, when ſhepyiine 
, wit 
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Slya; bf 4 Dying wr depayive "Giviftten. 195 
with a mind ſet 6n-wickednefi *- Phil. 2. 1Þ! 19. For 
mary walk of Whom | have tol4-yow often, and how tell 
you even nn, they are entmits of theCrefs of Chriff, 
who mind earthly things: NoW all this Hed} de. 
ks the neceffity of the holy Spirits help to fortifie 
<< mind wich ſpiritual materials, meer to wipe wat 
with the ſpiritual adverſary ; "for che fruit of the Spirit 
iz 31 all goodneſs, righttonſmeſs and tyuth, proving what 
1s #fceptable to God ; and is therefore put in oppoſition 
to the works of the fleſh. Fpyeſ. 5. 9, 16. Gal. 5, 
22. But the fruits of the Spirit « love, joy, peace, 
meekneſs, long» ſuffering, gentleneſs, goodneſs, faith , 
now a mind deſtitute of this holy Spirits fruit, is 6 
way able to withſtand the tnotions of the fleſh ; bur 
is carried captiye with evety luſtful bait ar rhetemp- 
ters will , for chey that are after the fleſh, do mind the 
things of the fleſs', and as it is the care of the evil one, 
to have the mind of ſianersin his poſſeMMon, even ſo 
the firſt work the holy Spitit' doth upon the con- 
verted, is to put Gods law into theit thind, by demol- 
iiſhing thoſe dark works, in thoſe thattornto God, 
both in Debaſthp what was, and in Exalting what was 
not, Epheſ. 4. 17. Thu I ſay therefore, and reflifie 
in the Lord, that you walk not as other Gentiles walk, 
m the vanitits of their mind. Verſe 22. But that you 
put off concerning the former converſation, the old mav 
with his deeds; and then is a fieceſfity of purriy 
on the nelv man With his deeds, for if the houſe, or 
heart, be empty, ſwept, and garniſhed from all bad, and 
yet not poſſeſt with like good, the evil one enters a- 
pain, and makes the caſe worſe then before ; All which 
notes the neceſſity of having dependance vpon the ho- 
ly Spirit, Epheſ. 3. 16, 17, To forcifte the mind with 
ſpiritual materials, meer to wage war with this ſpiritu- 
al adverſary ; and thos I have done with the firſt mark, 
and come to the ſecond, O 3 Second» 


196 Signs of « Dyingiv decaying Chriſtians. 
Secqndly, It is the Spices work,,; to-diſcover tothe 
Chriſtian man, wherein bis danger moſt lies:, thatis 

by what baic, and to what evilsthe tempter is mo 

like to. draw him ;.. Ignorance here, cauſeth people to 
50 into the tempters. way, ' and without defilement 
more. or.leſs, they can hardly return, and ſurely. So/s- 
20% alludes to this in; one of his petitions to. God for 
Iſrael. 1 Kings 8,.38' What prayer and ſnpplicatios 
ſoever be made by any man,or by all thy peoplelſrael,which 
ſhall know every man the Plague of bis own Yeart : 
clearly implying, that among 1/raz! there might be, 
that did.not know their own Yearts. Plague, or 
wherein their danger moſt lay. . Now the holy Spirit 
was givento -inſtrut them, and ſo witneſſeth, Nehery. 
9. 20. T how gaveſs thy good Spirit toinftruft them ;; 
che manner how is ſet out in, Exod. 13. 17, Avdit 
came to paſs when Pharaoh had let therpeople go, that 
God led them not through the way 'of the Philiſtines; 
although that was near, for God ſaid, left. they repent 
when they ſee war, and return to Egypt aggiv., Itis 
yery queſtionable, if not out of doubt, that this dan- 
ger was not in their eye at all, bt God led them (ifaith 
Moſes, ) by ha Spirit, faith Nehemiab, clearly noting, 
that perſons kearkniog, find the boly:Spirit not want- 
ing to lead them in the beſt way, and ſet before them 


the greateſt danger ; one text mote and ſoI have done | 


with this, . ]{e. 29. 24- They alſo thaterred 5n Spirit, 
ſhall come to underſtanding, and they that murmured, 
foal learn Doftrine: They that thraugh ignorance 
went aſtray, ſhall come to underſtanding, or know 
their, beſt way ; and they that did repine, ſhall learn 
DoArine, or be better taught. - 

Thirdly, 'The Spirits work is to diſcover both the 
ſtrength - of the tempter, and _temptation,,. ſhewing 
co the Chriſtian man theſe two things, | i ; 

| | "S irſt, 
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Sigur of 4 Dying or dtcaying Chriſtian, v7 
| Firit, That the tempter can butintice, notinforce. 
.Secondly, That the ſtrength of this tempration'lies 

in preſent ehimgs; | | ©: 1 -p9tona ni 2Y9ING? 

Firſt, He: cari and doth. prepare: fuitable baits and: 
ſnares; but all he dothido; -andcan-do; amounts but 
co thus much; Therefore griater- a: he. "that is in you,;: 
then be that is againſt you ; which conſideration tends: 
greatly 'to a believers ſupport,. while ke is able to ſay; 

I know-it' muſt: be. my. fault if EGnagginſt my: God; 

for the tempter cannot force me, neither did be ever 

force 'any, he can and doth proffer his ware, putting! 
the beſt face upon it, -as you may ſee, Ger. 3.4, 5s 

Aud the Serpent ſasth to the Woman, ye ſhall not{nrily\ 

die ;, for God doth kyow in the day you eat thereof, your: 

eyes ſhall be opened, and (Lall be as Gods, knowing good. 
4nd evil. Here he makes his baitpleaſant, and co pro«. 
miſe-greater priviledge then-yert they had ; with which. 
the , woman is taken; And when the Woman [awthat 
the fruit was good, ' and. that 'it was pleaſant tothe eye, 
ſhe took thereof and did eat ;,, contrary to the Law; So 
foſh. 7. 20, 21, When Achanſaw among the ſpoils a 
goodly Babyloniſh Garment, anda Weage of Gold, 'he 
coveted them ; which nores, that the Devils power to 
take, centers in preparing fair outſides, which carries 
ſome after deſtrution;as the Oxe'goeth to the (lauph- 
ter, not knowing that it is for his life; and rs 
bis crade lies in ſhows, fo the people he tradeth among, 

( without which he could not erade at all co any i 

vantage) are filly people; and:though filly people, 

yet he:tradeth alcogether in the dark, and therefore.is 
called the Ruler of darkneſs. Epheſ. 6. 12. Andhus 

Kingdom « Kingdom of darkneſs, Cob t, 3, And-dare 

not come ta' the light,: for fear hm dteds (bould be made 

.munjfeft, | 101 m1 ! (ANG Free GT TUIRT \ * 
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i193 Sipurof a Dying or deraying Chriftiay. 
Secondly, As be thus trades; 'and rhefe are the peo» 
ple he eradech with , ſo the {trengrh of his cempracions 
centers in preſent things; Ir is all he can make ſnares 
and cemprations of, as js evident by theſe Texts, 
Row. 8: 18. The ſufferings of: this Pyelent world are 
wot worthy to be compared-with rbe glory that ſhall be re.. 
vealed in us . So Gal. 1, 4. Who gave himſelf for u 
that he might redeem 1 from this W1etent evil world, 
3 Tiw. 4. 160. Demas hath forſaken me, having im- 
braced the Peient World. Now all theſe Seriptures 
ſpeak the 'temprers ſtrength to lie in preſenr things, 
which made the holy Apoſtle have light account of his 
ſuffering 2 Coy. 4. 197. For ow light Afﬀiiflion which a 
i bat for a moment, werketh for 4 afar moreexcacding 

and eternal weight of glory. He compareth ic with the is 
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ſtate to come, gives it the next count to a cypher, fo 
calling it momentary , and the utmoſt we can make, hi 
or any ſinner that hives at greateſt height of worldly tt 
pleafure, muſt confeſs allpreſent things will amount eo it 


bat theſe three, 
Firſt, Such as poeth but Shin. deep. 
Secondly, Such as may properly be called minute ſy 


joy, that is ours this minute, but eicherit taken from n 
as, or we from it next minute, it laſts nor. c: 

Thirdly, Art the longeſt worldly pleaſure ſerveth le 
us bur till we come to the graye, and there it leaves fc 
us, fl 


Having now done with the third Diſcovery of the 
holy Spirits help, I ſhall briefly add ewo or ebree more, m 
and paſs to the Twenty ninth Sign of a dying Chri- ec 
ſian. 


'Fourthly, The: holy. Spirit diſcovers what unprofi- b, 
tableneſs is found. in ſin afrer committed, working pl 
firong convictions upon the hearc of the ſinner, 'and 
forcech bim to confeſs that bis eager, purſuit after bis el 


ſin, 
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fin, now he bath had his hearts deſiregrarited, con- 
cracs bur wo and ſorrow, though ſweet in che mouth 
while eating, yet bitter in the belly wheneaten, Afark 
8. 26; 37. What ſball it profit a man to gain the whele 
world, and looſe his fonl > Or What ſhall 4 man give in 
Exchange for bis ſoul? When ſach texts as this is 

he home to the' conſcience, ie'doth fo awaken 
where not willingly withſteod, char fin-hold muſft- 
needs fall. 

Fifchly, The Spirit furniſheth the' Chriſtian with 
ſpiritual Arguments, bearing ſuch force upon his 
heart, as makes him able to break out with ſuch replies 
as theſe, 

Firſt, All rhe Devil hath to make an argument of, 
is but preſent things, and they ſait not with my perſon, 
for my perſon is made up of foul and body, and all 
he offererh, doth but reſpet and ſerve hoe body, 
that ſhortly muſt be worms.meat,; and therefore 
it will not prefit me to loſe my foul for preſent 
things, 

Secondly, As all he hath tomake an Argument of, 
ſaits not with my perſon, in like manner, -ic ſuits 
not with my condition, for if I have all tha heart 
can wiſh, it carries me but totheprave, and there 
leaves me, and wo beto meif ſuch works follow me z 
for alas I muſt be raiſed again, a»d he that ſoweth to the 
fleſh, ſhall of the fleſh reap corrwpiion. 

Sixthly, The holy Spirit helps in lending the im- 
mediate ſupplies of new ſtrength proportionable 
to our firaies, and will not ſuffer thoſe that waid 
on him to be tempted above what they are able to bear, 
bat will with the temptation make way to eſcape, that 
they may be able. 1 Cor, 10, 13, 

Seventhly, The holy Spiric helps by ſtriving with 
the heart, to draw it after holy performances, follow- 


ing 
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ingthe ſonl npand down with ſweet viſits, and ſecret 
whiſpers , prompting and iaclining it God-ward, 
preparing a ſeaſon-for the heart to draw nigh to God, 
and. chen preparing tbe-beart for that ſeafon : +7 he 
Spirit belpeth_onr infirmitics," for we knoly net what to 
49 for as we onght., but the Spirit it ſelf maketh inter. 
cefſion for us, with granings which cannot be uttered, 
Rom, 8. 26. May not all chis teach us, . to put a high 
value upon the holy Spirits Help, to the great work 


of. Mortification, by all. means ſtriving to pleaſe and 
got grieve this holy Spirit, -by which we are ſealed to Þ 


the day of Redemption. 


0bjeft. Having now ſpoken of the holy Spirits Þþ 


help, may not ſome from' hence inquite, what may 
be done to the obtaining, not only its. vifits now 
and then , as, a wafaring- man that tatrieth for a 


night; but its conſtant company 'to abide- with the 


ſoul ? 


Anſw. There: may be three DireRions laid down ; 
briefly for its obtaining; with three Dire&ions for its Þ 


keeping. 


want and worth, 
Secondly, Get longings of heart after its ſupply, 


for it,” 


ther comes but ſeldome, or ſtays not long, - may ſome 


conſiderable ſenſe of its want be diſcerned;' and con- F 
gently. of, its! worth ; all choſe black Sinful works | 


Red. by thc ſong of men, are the effeRs of the holy 
wei | Spirits 


4 


Firſt, For its obtaining ; Get a deep ſenſe of its | 


Thirdly, Make humble ſapplications to the Father 


Firſt, Get adeep ſenſe of its want and worth ; its Þ 
Jeſns Chriſts own argument, that the wor/d canner ve- © 
ceive this Spirit, becauſe it (eeth him not, neither know- Þ 
&b him. John 14. 17. Now by perſonal examinati- Þ 
on of that ſouls þarrenneſs, where the holy Spirit ei- F 
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Spirits abſence ; and. indeell x0 what degree, a gac 

manis a ſtranger here, to:that degree he js 'weak & yn. 
able,. either £0 make right judgment ofthe heſt chipgy, 
or to, withſtand the temptations 8& yexatious aſſauſes of 
theevilone;and although a man be thus deſtitute where 
the holy Spiritis wantiog, yet there canbe no expeRati- 


| onof his company, till a deep ſenſe both of its wane 


| worthaff:& the heart, to the rendring the ſoul capable 
| of ſetting a valuable eſtimation of its company: 


Secondly, For its obtaining, Get longings of heart 


| after its ſupply ; breathings and pantings from a ſenſe 
| of its want, haſtens its coming, a ſoul that goech 


Sadly up and downall the day long, Sick agit were 0 
Love; for its frequent viſits to revive comfort an 
ſtrength ;. and to diſcover .its own wants, and the 


| ternpters: wiles ; making the ſpul taller by head and 
ſhoulders, then thoſe temptations that frequently at. 
! tend it, ſaying with David, As the Hart panteth af- 
| ter the water-brooks ; ſo panteth ny ſoul after thee O 
| God: My ſon! thirfteth for the living God, When ſhall 
* .] come and appear before thee ? Or be filled with ſup- 


plies from thee, P/al. 42.1, 2. | 
Thirdly,. For its obtaining, Make humble ſuppli- 
cations to the Father for it ; not only ſick of love with 
the Spouſe, .but alſo panting andthirſting with David, 
yet reſts not here, but is again and, again upon its 
knees, with humble hearty ſupplicatzons to God, 
even the Father, like the thirſty traveller, that going 
from Fountain to Fountain, from means to. means, cill 
he get what his ſoul travelleth after ; whea Jeſus Chriſt 
were about to leave the Diſciples, this was one of the 
laſt Legacies he gave them; And 1will pray the Fa- 


ther, and he ſhall give you anather TW" that he 


may abide with you for ever, John 14.16, If yebeing 
evil, knev ho to give good gifts to your children, ay 
pe | muc 
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much 'moere flall your heavenly Father, yive the holy 
Spirit to them that ark him > Take 11.13. 

In the ſecond place, we may offer three DireRi- 
ons, in order to the ſure keeping the holy Spirits com. 
pany, or holding the conſtant fellowſhip and dear 
inward intimate familiariry with ſo happy a com- 

100, 
| __ A conſtant withſtanding the beginnings of all 
evil. 


Secondly, A ready compliance with new motions to 


all X 


hirdly, A retaining it: the heart, a biph value of Þ 


its company. 

Firſt, A conſtant withſtanding the beginnings of all 
evil, is thar which will wonderfully engage the Spirits 
company ; ' when you cruſh fin in its leaſt and firſt 


motion. Now the deareſt of Gods Children are liz- F 


ble to temptation, and it is not their ſia co'be tempted 
to ſin, Jeſus Chriſt was tempted to fin , their fin lieth 
in cloſing with the temptation; but if inſtead of clo- 
ſing with it, you do in the Spirits ſtrenpeh conſtantly 


oppoſe it : miſtake me not here, I pray you, a co- | 


_ oppofing fin, doth nor intend leſs then theſe three 
things, 
Fiſt, A firm withſtanding the very firſt leaſt moti- 
on, eyen a glance as it were, at the eye ear or 
chonghe to fin , Abſtain from alt appearance of evil. 
1 Thel. 5. 22. | 

Secondly, As the firſt leaſt motion, ſo in all caſes 
and conditions, whether che temptation ſet upon you 
when you are full orhanpry, ſick or yell, trong or 
weak, rich or poor, inafliction or out of afiiQion, 
it will be coming with new aſſaults in all conditions, 
waiting to kill you . by a Goliah Of Bath/heba, 
temptations more piercing, or more pleaſing , 
[ Con- 


nos ©% 
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[ Conflanty intends a. withſtanding here. 

Thirdly, Cevſtavr intends contioual ; Bleſſed « the 
man thet twdaretb tempration : Ze thon faithful wnnto 
death, ani I'will give thee a Grows of life. - James 1.12. 
Rev. 2. 10. tans, 

Secondly, A ſecond belp to retain theholy Spirie, 
may be this; A ready compliance with new motions 
to all good, it is as proper forthe holy Spiric to be 
prompting the heart to good if hearkned co, as for 
| the. fire; tq, os. heat, waiting apon the {oulin every 
| ſ(caſob, whether, of TENOR ; or weepings, whether 
| of doing of Gods will or ſuffering for lys name ; {till 
| to be putting ſuch as wait uponit into fome ſuch aRion 
as tends to their enlargment heaven-ward; bur ic 
muſt be quietly and ſilent]y heeded, that when it ſaich, 
Seeh my face ; the anfwer may be, Thy face wil 1 

7 Lam care and fear therefore muſt be had, thag 
we neither'prieve it; bytior hearing what itfaich, or 
hot doing" whar ir did; ner yet queneh+ pr lipbfly 
eſteem thoſe gracious ſervices ir promptsuatoe. _ -._ .. 

Thirdly, A-tbird Help may be this; - Aretaining in 


 Þ tietearobigh value of itecompany z; this the way 


to keep; add tobe richly ericveaſ d with-the company 
of the holy Spirit! ,, it, cannot dwell: where id is not 
valued a6 the higheſt rate 1 pnd-thacthacguſe ignorance 
of: its wioreb| ag work; incapacitates'the foul to bigh. 
expeRatians, |being| ignorant: both 'of theability and' 
delighe,| chat. eſſentially aides io cbe holy Spiric, co 
be. greatning:inthe heart:things co come; and leſſening 
m-the heart ehings preſerit.; Chriſt Jelus could notin 
onp/ place,-d&b mioy mighty-wotks, becauſe of their 
unbelief:; the:low- and meaneRcem of him, -. leſſened 
their expeRdtion. from him.” | \Now:the Laine ſaar cho 
«th all rhings,. yea, the! deep things: of Ged; We are 
therefore called upon to be filed wich The Spirit's ug. 
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if we live 4#it, to walk aftiy'it, bring 
with its might in the inwhnl man, to fa ys 
ing-che deep things of God" Labour therefore, | Pray= 


Its Company. , Kwes, 
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Y ns; 
row Or 
: 'This 
diRion /of a'ſpeedy fatl,>or! roral- threwidlg off thoſe 
* holy badges bywhich wOhriſtian is khotyn from other 
then; [fiich being of a 'Zavdicean ſpirit; neirher' hor 
ror cold; yetſay: they are'rich and ehcrtaſediioteh poods, 


and haveneel of noth 


gi Beipg''in s beſorced; eare- 
of ſtate;-nor minding when they'do well or:i)l:3 when 
Profeſſors yore: to this pdf, \they' gon uſeleſs and; 
fie for nothing bur code laid aſide; -forweredach hot; 
that is} Zealous,' ative, and; lively hey were fit for 
etcou permemt ; and 'wete they cold; that, is; quite 
dead, they: were tobe placked:up bylthe roots, and 
caſt intothe fire!; 'now thisfort of! People.ignorance 
is a very highcrime, -it being premiſed, . rhateheir ig- 


goranes of. their ſanding, :growiog'6r | ut 
ca- 


ing over-«tus,-to'rectin in your hearty _—_ vaſneol 


ng | 


heavenly things, doth not' come upon them for want 
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of Goſpedl' means, allbwed on Gods in order to 
cheir being 'fruicfal ; but"that under fufficienc allow- 
ance in' order to their growth, they proye empty, 


dry; and haskiſh ; 'yea and'ſuch, chat were orher-' 
wiſe in the'days of their firſt Eſpouſal :* but length of 
time in Goſpel-ſtanding, for want of due care to ob-' 
ſerve” Gofpel-ends, they have by little and little enter- 
rained Spiritual Number, 'and fo 'lofe their ftomack' 


| to, and reliſh of che true uſe and powerful end. 


Means from-God' to tdefn hath been/ſo'long conti- 
nued, and' fo''by long'tuftom in his ſervice; come as 
his people come, ſir before him as his peopte do, and 
hear his Ford day by day, but do _ or live not 
like - it, ; living a form "of 'Godlyweſs;, bat" denying the 
power thereof, viz. Thefſpiritual end deſigned by God 
10 givingrhe forw, being tiorlifted upto; provokes God 
to complain wgainſt f h of 'old, The Oxi kmowerh hi 
owner, aud thi” Aſs bis ' Mafters cvib, bu6 lſracl doth 
not kxniow; "yy "people doth nit" -confier"; though 1 have 
wonrifhed | and) bronght them iup,* yet they naderſland not 
that ' 7 tawght Ephraim-ro go, taking him by the army ; 
but br wew wat: that 1 had Realed him;thongh frangers 
devoured his” fivength, ' yet he" knew it nor, and thought 
gray hdirs wert heve and thers upon himyot be knew not 
Hoſ.7. '9::Nay ſome were grownto ths paſs in ſpiri- 
wal ſlumbers; rhart even under judgmentethey-knew 
not how'it waswith them» Ae. .4 2:25 'Heharh powis 
ed upon Jacob-the fury of bis anger, andftrength of bath 
il ; and irhath{er then o# fireround about, yet he knew 
it:'not qi awd. it barned lm, :yer be laid it not to hears; 
By: all this we may'ſee;  thac ſome were fo igtiorant of 
their ſpiritual flanding ander plentiful medng;':chatthey 
knew 'not whether chey' grew or decayed, ie 
is apparent, the decay was great, they knew not how 

14 
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itwent with them : At ſacha loſs may Profeſſors he 
iacheir heayen-born-ftate, that while they are objeQs 


of pity and ſorrow of heart to growing Chriſtians, thar 


behold their decay ; yet all makes not for their aw. 
ing, - buy ill they think it well with thee, and 
cy y have need of nothing, though blind and 
nake | | + let n 

Now:the Cauſes why perſons ynder Goſpel creans, 


grow 60 this ſenſleſs paſs in their ſpiritual eſtae, maj 


theſe three, 5 974 2:3 40 oh 
Firſt, Carnal ſecurity ingg.epil time. 1-1} 
Secondly, Contentmenc with our-ſile Chriſtianity, 


- .\Thizdly , | Nor! being converſant about chings to 


come | 


Firſt, Cargal ſecurity of hereafter Glory; which 


confilts in- #: kigid of confidence of Glory to come, 
without certajn.care of being: in that way chrough 
which Glory is promiſed , It is ſuch @ Rate a4 promi- 
{ib ſafety ro.it ſelf, and yer lives a careleG life; when 


the children of Das went:to ſrek them avinheritence, | 
they come £0 Ley, and found the praplethac were | 


therein, how they. dwelc. careleſs after the marmer of 


the Zidqniens, quictand.ſerure.; this proves ſuch an | 
- advantage. £0: them, - that they takeheir:City,: burn Þ. 
ic with tire, and upon the ruins thereet, build chem Þ 


ſelves an Inbericance. Fodyer 7. 11. Clearly noting, 
how dangerauy 


When they ſhall: ſay, praze and ſafety, then ſuddin de- 
flruftion cometh upon them, as travail upon 4 woman Þ 
web child, and they ſpallna eſcape. '1Thel. 5. 3. It F 


ſeems in-chac (good mans time, thete was-ſome that 
had bigh. thoughts-of hereafcer,'Glory ,; yer ſhould 
meet. wich. diſappoinemiene.; and their expeRations 
rome to nething, though they might cry, acin Fexe- 
mich: time, Pedtr, proce, yer peace rhere mens 
7; tke 


a ſtate forme manner nf ſecurity is; Þ 
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like the old world in Noahs time ; Sodom and Gomor= 
rah in Lots time , They eat, they drank, they builded, 
they planted until the day that Noah entred into the 
Ark ;, and Lot left Sodom, being under ſuch kind of 
ſecurity, as no awakening word would warn them, till 
at lalt DeſiruRtion ruins chem, We have the like in- 
ſtance from Jeſus Chriſt, ſpeaking of the laſt days, 
l [ay to you, many (hall come from the Eaft, and weſt, 
and fit down with Abraham, Iſaac, and jacob, ix the 
Kingdom of Heaven, but the Children of the Kingdom 
{/all be caſt ont into utter darkneſs May wenot trem- 
ble to read this text, with ſelf refleRtion, that from 
the Eilt and Welt, ſuch as in all probability never 


{ had the Tythe of that means we have had, neither 


heard nor ſeen what we have heard and ſeen; yet co 
their meaſure had walked ſo like what they had heard, 
and what they had leen, that they ſhall be counted 
worthy by the Lord to fit with Abraham and 1/aac, 
in the Kingdom, and the Children of the Kingdom 
caſt out; namely, Such as had his Name and Ordi- 


 nances among them, making viſtble ſhow of his Re. 


ligion, and promiſed themſelves lack of nothing, be- 


cauſe they would cry Lord, Lord, and were preat 
- nominal Chriſtians, pleaſing themſelves ingiving Chriſt 


good words, and think none ſhall be ſaved fo ſoon 
as they, they being beſet with ſuch (alvation priyi- 
ledges. Mat. 7. 22.23. Many will (ay to me in that 
day, Lord, Lord, have we not prophecied in thy Name, 


| and caft out Devils ? Then Will I ſay, Depart from me 
| ye workers of intquity, | never knew you; Let none 


therefore truſt in lying Words, Which cannet profit, ſay= 
ing, the Temple of the Lord, the Temple or the Lord, 
the Temple of the Lord are theſe, that ye throughly 
amend your Ways and yonr doings; then will I cauſa 
ou to Joel ſafely. Jer. 7, beginning. 

Pp But 
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But alas how few lay to heart, the great good Sal- 
vation, and deliverance from the great hurt Damna. 
tion, eyeing with all crembling the road way in which 
God will both give the one, and with-hold the other, 
ſurely, ſurely, this carnal ſecurity, the ſouls damning 
ſin, would never fo poſſeſs perſons, rocking them F 
aſleep, did they but wichall diligence conſider, that Þ 
ſecurity of all kinds about hereafter Glory, without Þ 
theſe marks of hearty deſigning, and aRtual endea. Þ 
youring the new creatures life, in che meaſure called 
for, as attainable, and to be attained in the Scripture 
of truth, nothing being more evident, then that ſuch Þ 
make it their whole buſineſs, to be converſant about 
thoſe ſoul- ſearching texts that ſpeak out ſalvation by Þ 
Chriſt Jeſus, upon no leſs terms, then hearty deſign-Þ 
ing, with aQual endeayouring to lize like C hriſt Jeſus, Þ 
in Scripture conformity to his will; I ſhall beg of God 
there may be by them thac re:d this, theſe five fol. 
lowing Scriptures duely weighed, which with the help 
of his grace, may ſerye as a deliverance, or tend to 
the rouzing vp of the ſoul from this damning (in of car. 
nal ſecurity. 

The firſt is, Rom. 8 10. Andif Chriſt bein you 
the beay is dead becauſe of ſin, but the ſpirit ts life, otÞh 
alive, becauſe of, or unto righreou/neſs. 2 Cor. 5 17, 
T herefore if any man be in C hriſt, he is a new ereature, | 
old things are paſt away, behold all things are become | 
new, Gal. 5. 24. And they that are Chriffs, hav 
trucified the fleſh, with the affeftions and luſts. 1 John ' 
2.6, He that ſaith he abideth in him, ought himſel/f 
fo towalk, even as he Walked. Chap. 3. 3. Andeverſt 
man that hath this hope in him, purifieth himſelf, cvnl 
as he is pure. Doth not theſe great Scriptures with 
one mouth, tell you the bigh road way to hereatfcer 
Glory, and prohibit any man fxom daring to peg 
1M- 
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ſelf the ſame upon any other terms, or in any other 
way , wherefore my brethren, ſeeing that ve, orif 
you look for ſuch things, be diligent that ye may be 
found of him in peace, withone ſpot and blameleſs. 


2a Pet, 3. 14. 
Secondly, A ſecond Cauſe of perſons being fo 


| ſenſeleſs, is, Contentment with ouc-ſide Chriflianity ; 
| that is, frequent in the performance of thoſe Services 
! that relate to che worſhip of God, but the thing de- 
| ſigned by God to be reached after and obtained, is 
| not purſued, It is evident both from Scripture and 
| Experience, that perſons have been and are frequent 

| jn hearing Sermons, in Prayer, in Reading, in Faſt- 


jog, and ſuch like performances, yet they remain ve- 
ry carnal and unmortihed. Now Gods gracious End 
10 giving ſuch ſpiritual priviledges to perſons, being 
by him deſigned co begert them co his ſpiritual like- 
neſs, and his End not brought abour, muſt needs 
arpue ſuch, not, or little further then out-ſide per- 
formances, contenting themſelves with their Services 
ſo done, that leaves three parts of four yet todo; for 
what pleaſure can God take in thoſe, that afterlong 
ſtanding under the opportunities of getting both in- 


* ward and outward excellency, in that that makes 


Chriſtianicy honourable, while they ſtill remain as 


2 fruitleſs as the Fig Tree, having a great ſhow at di- 


| ſtance, and nothing bur leayes at hand : Doth not 
7 Jeſus Chriſt in ſo many words except againſt ſuch, as 
! not rightly qualified for his Kingdom. at. 5. 20. 
! But | ſayto you, except your righteouſneſs ſhall exceed 
| the righteouſneſs of the Scribes and Phariſees, ye ſhall 


in no caſe enter jnto the Kingdom of Heaven : Their 
righteouſneſs will not do, and yet they are known to 
be a People muchin prayer, Faſting and giving Alms, 
which are in themſelyes good things, and yer they 
P 2 nor 
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not accepted of God, bur for all this bis Woes goeth 
out againſt chem? May it not. be feared, chat hun. 
dreds in our days, content themſelves with ſcarce go- 
ing thus far in outward as, yet retain a (trong opini- 
on that all ſhall be well with them hereafter, as 
though ſuch confidence of being ſaved, asthey that 
a> it are content with, whuld content God ; bur let 


not ſuch deceive themſelves : and they may find that þ 
confidence abour hereaiter ſafety, not being aRed by F 


penitent ſubjes, whoſe hearts can witneſs a through 


change, will-return co themſelves back again, charg- Þ 


e] with preſumption, notwith{tanding all their out- 


ward performances : And it is molt jure, as hath been 


premiſed in the laſt $ig, that the holy Spirit bears not ; 


witneſs with ſuch ſpirits, that they are Gods Children, | 


and that becauſe while they remain thus content with 
out-ſide Chriſtianity, Reformation reacheth not the 


heart; and then is a wanting: thit awful reverence of Þ 


God and of Chriſt wichin, that commands withour, 


the tongue fo to talk, the eyes ſo to look, the hands Þ 


ſo to aR, the feet ſo to walk in the ſikeneſs of God, 


as to be truly deemed his workmanſhip ; Ye are our |: 


Epiſtle written in our bearts, known and read of all 
men; foraſmuch as ye are manifeſily declared to the 
EpiſtJe of Chriſt, But we ſhall leave this to conſide- 
ration, and ſo paſs to the third andlaſt Head, 


Thirdly, Perſons are ſo ſenſeleſs of their ſpiritual | 
eſtate, by not being converſant about things to come : 


Now things to come are reduceable in ſpecial to theſe 
four heads; Death, Judgment, Salvation, Damna- 
tion: all which are matters ( not of ſhow ) bur of 


certainty, and may be called the four laſt things, | 


which every man ought to make his four firſt things, 


that he furniſheth his heart withall, becauſe indeed | 


they are Religions great cauſe, and bounds; Heavens 
great 


: 
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great Argument to call us to duty, our great Argument 
ro ſubmit to Heavens call, And as theſe hath more or 
leſs force upon the heart, they may be more or leſs 
read in the life ; the wori{t of men whoſe conſciences 
are nor ſeared , will be found under ſome aw3kenings, 
by but refleting here, now and then, ſo forceable 
are they, where inthe loweſt ſenſe but believed , Now 
that perſons, not being converſant about theſe mighty 
matters, prepares way to ſpiritual ſenſcleſsneſs, is very 
evident , and chrrefore when God complains of his 
peoples unequal walking, he either afſigus it to their 
negligence here, as the cauſethey ſo walk, or ſeeks to 
poſſeſs them with remembrance here, as a moi quick- 
ning remedy. Dent. 8. 5. Thos ſhalt alſo conſider in 
thine heart, that as a man chaſteneth his Son, ſo the 
Lord thy God chaſteneth thee ,, and the reaſon of this is 
given by God himſelf as an argument moſt ſtrong. 
verſe 26, 1 fed thee with Manna in the Wilderneſs, 
which thy Fathers knew not, that I might humble thee, 
and prove thee, to ao thee good at thy latter end; (mark 
thar ) at thy latterend. Chap 32.15. Bat Jeſurun 
waxed fat, and kicked, then be forſook God which made 
him, and lightly eſteemed the Rock of bis Salvation . 
you ſee here 1/rael, , ſet not a value on making God 
his ſafety, but waxed wanton, and forgot who had 
formed him ; now the moſt reduceable mears we find 
urged is, verſe 29, thus, O that they Were wiſe, that 
they underſtood this, and would conſrder their latter ent ; 
God bemoareth them with deſire they would look 
before them, intimating that would they but look 
upon hereafter, they would live after another rate 
here; pertinent to this is, that Prov, 5.11,12,13, 
4nd thou mourn at laſt, whenthy fleſh and thy body ave 
conſumed; and thou (ay, now have I hated inftruttion, 
«nd my heart deſpiſed reproof, and 6beyed not the woyce of 
EY my 
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my teachers, nor incline my ear to them, that inſtrufted 
me; becauſe there ts wrath, beware leſt he take thee 
away with the ftroak.. and then a great ranſom cannat 
deliver thee, job 36. 18, Doth not all theſe Scrip. 
cures ſhow the miſerable ſtate of ſuch, as are not con- 
verſant about things to come, and how impoſſible it 
is to be reformed while they remain ſtrangers to theſe 
great conſiderations, Now on the contrary, what 
more contributes to a ſpiritual growth, then hourly 
Communion about theſe mighty matters ? No con- 
ſiderations being of a more mortifying force then 
Grave conſiderations. 2 Cor. 5. 10. For we muſt all 
appear before the Tudgment Seat of Chrift, that every 
owe may receive the things done in his body, according to 
that he hath done, whether good or bad : knowing there- 
fore the TLerroy of the Lord, we perſwwade men, This 
holy Apoſtle no ſooner treats of Judgment , as his 
Doarine, but to awaken and perſwade from its terror, 
is his Application : alſo Jeſus Chriſt ro deter men 
from evil, and to compoſe them to good, pives ſuch 
awakening Items as theſe, 7f thj right offend part 
with it, rather then be caſt into Hell fire; where the 
worn never dies, and the fire u never anenched : 1hnee 
times together doth he in thar gth. Chapter of Aark, 
labour to rivet upon the hearers what miſery is to 
come, and by the worm ard fires being, notes cer- 
tainty and by the worms gnawing, and fires burning, 
notes its its miſery ; and by the worms not dying, and 
the fires not being quenched, notes its eternity, Who 
would not cry at this ? Cry out with David, Oh God 
my fleſh trembleth becauſe of thee, for I am afraid of 
thy Tudgments ; Chriſt Jeſus his three-fold repetition 
leems plainly to ſhow us what preat aptneſs there is in 
every body to looſe the Spiritual force of ſuch mighty 
matters; they being the proper objeR only of a live- 


ly 
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ly faith, that looks at things to come, with ſuch eſti- 
mation as procures an inward trembiing before God,to 


| take one ſtepaſide from God. 


But alas, alas, How many be there that op the 
mouth of conſcience all chey can from fpeaking of this 
Dcace to come, and will not endure to hear of the 
Grave, or Judgment, Salvation, or Damnation, though 
ſuch as will not endure the bitter of theſe things here, 
cannot enjoy the beſt of them hereafcer ? Iris living 
now in a holy awe of them here, chat will make us live 
above the fear of them hereafter : content not your 
ſelves then for a thouſand Worlds, at any diſtance 
from daily communion with the things to come ; talk 
with them face to face, as a man talks with his friend, 
and go aſide often from ail other buſineſs, into your 
cloſer, or garden, field. or wilderneſs, nay, into any 
ſolitary place on purpoſe to talk with the Grave, how 
ſhortly you mult put off your cloaths ( or outward 
garments) & neyer more put them on, ſaying with 7eb, 
My foundation ts in the duſt, if 1 wait, the grave is 
my houſe, I have made my bed in darkneſs; and ſaid to 
corruption thow art my Father, and tothe Worm thou 
art my Mother, and my Sifter. Job 17. 13, 14+ 
Conſider what you read, and fo piſs to the 30oeb. 
Sign of dying to Godlyneſs; and the Lord give his 
bleſſing, Amer. 
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Shewing the miſerable, eſtate of ſuch a after longer ac- 
quaintance with Chriſt, are leſs in love to him;, with 
fix Canſes of this Decay. 


SI GN. XXX, 


WY * increaſe of time in Chriſts acquain- 
tance, worketh decreaſe of Aﬀettion to 
Chriſts Company. 

Is this the caſe of any, or rather is it not the caſe 
of many, that began well, and promiſed fair for hold. 
ing on well, as though all the world with its allute. 


ments ſhould not hinder them from ending well, that ' 


in their early or firſt love were ſo pleaſantly affeRted 
with Chriſls acquaintance, that their meat and their 
drink was to be with him at his feet hearing his word ; 
and if he walked in the Garden they mull be there, 
if in che Mount of Olives they muſt be there, if ina 
ſolitary place they muſt be with him, inno condition 
diſliked with his company, content with him infulneſs, 
and in ſcarcity, content with him in favours, and in 
frowns, {till happy while leaving on Jeſus's breaſt, 
ſome leaving tather and mother to come to him, others 
leaving houſe and land to come to him, their trade of 
Tent-making, fiſhing, nay having found ſuch a pearl, 
ſell all co buy this field , and whar ſhall we have, or 
how be filled with enjoyment of thee ? xe have for- 
ſaken all to follow thee, Mat, 19, 27. But what things 
were gain to me, thofe I counted loſs; for the excel- 
lency of the knowledge of Chriſt Jeſus my Lord, 
for 
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ſor whom I have ſuffered theloſs of all things, and 
do count them but dung, that I may win Chriſt, and 
be found in him, &c. Phil. 3. 7, 8, 9. Now 1 go 
away to him that ſent me, and becauſe I tell you theſe 
things, ſorrow hath filled your bearts : They were ſo 
dearly affeted with Chriſts company, they could not 
bear to hear of his perſonal withdrawing, though he 
tells chem it is beſt for them, they ſhould be for a lit. 
tle time without him, yet at this, ſorrow hlls their hearr, 
9,hn 16. By this giving any to underſtand, that they 
could joyfully cry with David, whom have | in k ea- 
ven but thee? Andwhom have 1 on earth in compariſon 
of thee ? 

Tell me Chriſtians, you that can experience the new 
birth, and know full well how ic was with you in the 
days of your eſpouſal, were you not then raviſhed 
with Chriſts love ? Even ſick ot love, filled with con- 
tent to be about him, wondring every day at this 
grace, counting no pains much, no coſt enough to 
ſerve ſuch a lover, »nder the (fadow of whoſe wings, 
Jon took ſweet delight , but how is it now; Yon did run 
well, did any hinder yon, that you ſhould not ftill obey 
the truth? Or with the righteons hold on your way ; 
| and having clean hands grow ſtronger and ſtronger, 
Job 17. 9. 

Is any of theſe forementioned decays come upon 
you, what mind have you to aſſembling, are you in- 
different or no? Tell the truth, ſearch your hearts, 
and ſpeak your hearts : Do you love to hear Sermons 
now or no ? Is it,or is it not [ike the morning dew to you? 
Are you weary or no in your pureſt worſhip ? Is your 
delight ſtill tro be with God in cloſet ſervices? Have 
you good will and preat longingsto be often at Chriſis 
Table, through faith eating with bim and drinking 
with him, of his body which is meat indeed, a_ 

is 


216 Signs of « Dying or decaying Chriſtian, 
his blood which is drink indeed ? What mind have you 
to prayer ? Do ye with delight powr forth yonr ſouls 
before him at all times, as your refnige * What is your 
delight to reading the holy Scriptzres ? Are they your 
meditation day and night ? Can ye lay, Thad fainted 
for thy Salvation had ] nt hoped in thy word? Search 


into your ſtate, and let your condition be what it will, Þ 


paſs right judgment upon it, whether ye die more or 
leſs, or grow more or leſs, to haye true knowledge 
of your tate, is the way'to hetterit, it decayed, this 
may remedy it, if growingrthis may encreaſe it, Oh 
then ſtand nor {till in a conceit, it 1s well or ill with 
you, but be at a certainty, how it is with you, ex- 
amine your ſelves, prove your ſelves, know you not 
that Chrift feſus ts in you except ye be reprobates, 
1 Cor, 13.5. | 
Come dear friends and let us walk on to Emma, 
and talk together by the way, of all things that have 
happened of late, namely, ſince we did believe , haye 
ye a bankering after new things, would you now be 
oadding vp and down, after divers and {trange Do- 
etrines > How is your heart affe&ed with, or AMi- 
Red to hear of others Miſdoings > Doth horror the 
hold of you , becanſe any leave Chrifts law? Doth 
your ſouls weep in ſecret places for others pride? Are 
you aſtoniſhed to hear chat ſuch a one is turned again 
to his farm, another to his merchandize ? One gone 
back to Egypt again, another willing to ſtay in the 
Wilderneſs, and many moſt unwilling if it prove coſt- 
ly, either to paſs over 7ordav, or by Jericho, though 
it be Gods greatroad way to Canaas : Remember how 
it was Once with you, enquire how itis with you now; 
when you meet one another, is your talk heavenly or 
earthly 2 What do ye ſayour moſt > What deſign 
{cek ye moſt to carry on ? Inall company who or ye 
or, 
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for, the world that is, or the world to come ? Do 


ye ask one another when you meer, what trade goeth 


| forward with you moſt? Are ye telling meckly and 


frequently each other, what God bath done for your 
fouls > What yearnings of heart is in you aſter theſe 


| ſolemn aſſemblics? Do you count it worthy your 
time to be often there? Do you go and pray, and 
| pray before you go, that you may dutitully meer 
| God, and he profitably meer you ? Doth Chriſls eye 


conſtrain you to come thither orthe Churches eye ? 
When you are hindred, what is your ſear > Howis 
your care? Can you be well content to be lightly 
abſenr, if the Church will be content with your ab. 
ſence ? Doth the Decay in Chriſts Houſe, or in your 
houſe trouble you moſt ? Czn you quietly bear De. 
cay in Chriſs Spiritual Houſe, while you keep from 
Decay in your temporal Houſe ? Can you fee afflii. 
ons pierce the ſides of ſome ditterly, and you rot 
weep with them ? Was it thus with you once, were 
not others ſorrows your tears ? Did you not deligher 
to mourn with the mourner, and rejoyce with the 
ſiager ? Are you now leſs able then formerly to with- 
ſtand temptations ? Will a ſmall offence make you ſo 
impatient as to commit preat ſin? Is Satanalmolt at 
every lictle turn too heard for yeoug Arey ou baft'ed 
quickly now with every little blow? Are you fo dry and 
barren of the Spirits waterings, that now every touch 
takes you ? How is it with you when troubles are vp. 
on you ? Are you more or leſsthen you were wont 
to be in prayer? Whether is your care now molt to 
know affiitions cauſe or cure? What way tends the 
frivings of your heart moſt, when Gods ſtroak is up- 
on you? Would you part with the Rod upon any 
terms, or undergo it longer, to have it ſanQihed the 
ſurer ? Doth affliftion mend you or make you —_— 

ow 
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How are you when the Rod is gone? Can you truly 
ſay with David, Fefore 1 was affiifted I went aſtray, 


and as truly ſay, But wow [ have learned to keerÞ® . 


thy word ? What are your thoughts of Zg ypr, theÞ 
Land you were redeemed from? Would you po thi. 
ther again ? Is your old ſin, or ſins in any meaſureFÞ 
pleaſant to you again? Are you taken with theÞ 


choughts of your baſeſt Lovers, whoſe paths led you 


to the gates of Hell ? Dochthegreat work of Mor. Þ 
rification go forward or backward ? Doth (in getÞ 
head or looſe headin you? Are you not indeed wholly 
ignorant asto your ſpiritual eſtate, whether yougrow Þ 
or decay. | 

But laſt of all, and moſt of all? Doth encreaſe of 
rime in Chriſts acquaintance, work decreaſe of affe- Þ 
Rion to Chriſts company? Ah Lord God isit come Þ 
ro this, have you ſuffered ſo many things in vain ! Þ 
What ? Love Chriſt Jeſusleſs! whom you can never | 
love enough, and once thought ſo > Doth long ac- Þ 
quaintance with ſach a Friend, procure deſires of his Þ 
abſence > God forbid : Would you not walk with 
him now, and talk with him now ? yea take ſweet 
counſel together, as you were wont todo ? Do you 
ſayour thethings of the earth ſo much, and the things F| 
of Heaven fo little, that now your Lords compa- 
ny is burthenſome ? Can you not go with him, 
run with him, Faſt with him, Pray with him, 
weep with him, yea and bleed with him ? Hath he 
not done all this for you > He was made fin for wa, 
that kneVv no fin, wonnded for our tranſgreſſions ; pier- 
ced for onr iniquities ; the chaſtiſement of our peace was 
pon him ;, and with his ftripes we are healed. 2 Cor. 
F. 21, Iſa, 35, 5. But I ſhall proceed briefly to ſix 
Cauſes of this great Decay, 


Firſt, 
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Firſt, Forgetfulneſs of that periſhing condition 
Chriſt found us in at hir{t acquaintance : 4nd when 


| I paſſed by thee, and ſaw thee polluted in thy own 
| blood; 1 ſaid unto thee when thou Waſt in thy blood, 


live; then Waſhed I thee with water, yea, 1through- 


| Iy waſhed away thy blood, and aminted thee with 
| off. Zech, 16. 6, 9, compared with Chap. 36. 11. 
" Then ſhall ye remember your own evil ways, and 


your deings that Were not good , and ſhall lothe your 


| ſelves in your own ſight, for your iniquities and 
| abominations, Fere by comparing our eſtate with 

| Ifraels eſtate, we may read our danger with Iſraels 
| danger, who being apt to forget the condition God 
| found them in, and redeemed them from , are 
! tharged to remember their own evil ways : This 
Remembrance was that, that wrought ſuch high admi- 
| ration in St, Paxl. 1 Tim. 1. 12, 13. And 7 thank 


( hriſt feſws our Lord, who hath enabled me, that 


| he counred me faithful, putting me into the Miniſtry, 
who was before a blaſpemer, and a perſecutor, and 
| ivjurious, Clearly noting, that Pauls remembrance 
| of Chriſts goodneſs to him in miſery, encreaſed his 
' eſteem of Chrills mercy. 


Secondly, A ſecond Cauſe may be this ; AQual 


| withdrawing from that wonted familiarity we uſe 


to have wich Chriſt; once if it were well with us, 


! he muſt know it, and be praiſed for it; if it were 

| evil with us, he muſt be cold of it; and at the 
{ leaſt abſence, you could cry with the Spouſe, Te/ 
| me O thin whom my ſoul loveth , Where thou feed- 


| of and cauſeſt thy flock, to reſt at noon; for why 
| ſhould I be as one that tmrneth aſide, from the flocks 


of thy companions, Cant. 1. 17. Thus in a holy 
friendly intimacy claims his company , if now ſuch 
diſcoyer ſtrangeneſs to him in being rangers to 

| his 
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his Fold; ina word, ateyery Chriſtians ſervice, now 
ſeldome, though once ofcen, thus negleRing the 
means of encreaſe, muſt needs cauſe decreaſe. 

Thirdly, The rhird Cauſe may be this , Deep 
declinings to heart acquiintance ; The watch 
now over the heart is nov ſo ſtrict as once, it was 
ſo tender in times paſt, that every comer in and 
goer our, mult be under (tric examination, who 
they were for, whether or no chey went 
Chriſt Jeſus's errand ; bur now the door of the 
hearc is ſer open too too ofcen , at hours too un» 
ſeaſonable, for reaſons too lender, to che enter- 
raining many a ſtrange face that never was wont to 
come there, ſince the King of Glory had taken his 
poſſeſſion; for this Jeremiah complains againlt Zeru- 
ſalem, How long ſhall thy vain thoughts lodge with: 
in thee? They kept not thitr heart with all diligence, 
knowinr that ont of 3t ave the iſſnes of life ,, But truſt. 
ing it coo much were deceived and curnzd afide 
thereby. 

Fourchly, A fourth Cauſe may be this, Decaying 
in love to Chriſts Children, once your chief delight 
was with the Saints, and eſpecially choſe that excelled 
in vircue z now daily decaying in your love to them, 
and acquaintance with them : This Chriſt Jeſus ma- 
keth an unerring reaſon, He that loveth his Bre- 
ther abideth in the light, and there is no occaſion of 
ſtumbling in him, 1 John 2. 10. If any man ſay, / 
love God, and bates his Brother, he t« 4 lyer , for he 
that loveth net his Brother whom he hath ſeew, how 
can he love God Whons he bath not ſees ? Chap. 4, 
20. Plainly afferting, the impoſſhbiliry of loving 
the greater, if we love not the leſſer; ſo that to 
what degree there is decay in one, there is the ſame 


in the other, 
Lifchly, 
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Fitchly, The fifch Cauſe may 'be this, Encreaſe 

of affeRion to periſhing things ; At your firlt ac- 

quaiatance with Chriſt , the world and its offers 
was contemned by you, now it is eſteemed; you 
had once a holy careleſsneſs for the things of this 
life, now an unholy carefulneſs for them; then 
you ſate at Jelus's feer, hearing his word, but now, 
cumbered with much ſerving; Love not the world 
wor the things of the world, if any man love the 
world, the love of the Father is not in him: Mean- 
ing wholoever /oves the world at ſuch a rate as to 
be more thoughtful after its vanities then Heayens 
excellencies; For the love of Money us the root of 
all evil; which while ſome coveted after , they have 
erred from the faith, and pierced themſelves through with 
many ſorrows, 1 Tim. 6.10. 

Laltly., A ſixth Cauſe may be this, The with- 
drawings of the holy Spirit, chat was once plea(- 
ed, and did then yifit you often; but now is grieve 
ed, and viſits you ſeldom , that once helped you 
much againſt cemprations, laying for dead the deeds 
of the body, now lets you alone to be beaten and 
bafled with every evil motion, and this as the 
effet of the Spirics withdrawing, whoſe work 
where ever it is, being to preaten the eſteem of 
Jeſus Chriſt, and foil cemprations of every kind, 
if not diſcouraged, grieved and hindred, tor fear 
of which are choſe high Chriſtien Precepts given, 
not to wvex it, quench it, Or grieve it, and that 
becauſe, as our natural body without life is void 
of action, fo without the holy Spirit is a Chriſtian 
man dry and barren , at beſt bur like the Fip-tree, 
ſomething only in ſhew , yet curſed by {eſus Chriſt 
for want of fruit : When the Apoſtle ?«de comes 
to ſpeak of ſome, that in the laſt days ſhould 
curn 
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turn Mockers walking after their own ungodly luſts, 


mark how they are charaQterized out, Theſe be they 
who ſeparate themſelves , ſen'aal, Yaving nac the 
Dpicic, Zade reckons them among the Sodomites 
for filthineſs , calls them Raging Waves, Wandrinp 
Stars, Mucmurers, Complainers, worſe then natu- 
ral Bruit- beaſts, and the ſum of all , As being ve- 
iticnce of the @ptrir, In the midſt of all David; 
languiſhing for fear of ſo high a loſs, is not this 
one of his molt bitter cries? Caſt me not away frum 
thy preſence, and Zaxe not thy holy @picts trom 
nite Plaſe Fl. tl. 
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Setting forth the great aptneſs in perſons, to form to them: 
ſelves a Devotion, and from thence, promiſe them- 
ſelves life and freedoms while they live nnger fins Do- 
minion ,, with fix evident marks of aright convittion 
of ſin, and converſion from fin, with the Canſes 
aſſigned of Declenſion in after time from continnal 


hating of ſin. 
| SIGN XXXI 
\ \ T Hen great ſins ſeem ſmaller, and ſmall ſins 


ſeem none at all, 

Te is one of the firſt work of Gods holy Spirit upon 
a Convert, to ſet before him the ſintulneſs of ſin, and 
the wrath dew to him for che ſame, cill a ſight of this 
ſin is dead, inthe aRs and effects of it upon tranſgrel- 
fors; for while the Prince of darkneſs rules (in, 
though it lives and grows, is undera vail, blindnels 
baving 
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having covered the underſtanding of che ſinner, ſo thae 
it becomes habitual, and the habit of ir takes away 
the feeling of conſcience towards it, fo that the Scrip- 
ture ranks ſuch uhder this mark, as dead in fins and 
treſpaſſes ; being paſt feeling, fear to offend, or care 
to pleaſe their Creator, and yet at the ſame time un- 
der ſome kind of awakenings; now and then haye 
ſome apprehenſios of Death and Judgment to come, 
and in the outward skirts of it, have a kind of belief 
that there is a Heaven and Hell for reward and 
puniſhment ; 3nd at the ſame time form co themſelyes 
ſome kind of devotion, as beſt pleaſeth, and coſteth 
leaſt from hence, promiſing to themſelves life and 
freedom hereafter from that wrath chat is to come; 
though at the ſame:ime live under the dominion of ſuch 
ſins as is moſt grateful co them, and becauſe of ſome 
good meaning or formal prayer and confeſſion, which 
they now and then put up to God in the words of 
Chriſts people, while barren of the Spirit of Chriſts 
people; yer herewith take content, while they uſe 
Davids worgs of confeſſion, conclude themſelves un- 
der David Spirit of contrition, All this while Satan 
that he may hold them che more firm, from right con. 
vicion of fin, and right converſion from fin, doth 
allow them to excell inſome common 2s of Juſtice 
to the ſecond Table of Gods Law, and from hence 
they conclude their ſtate ſafe, though they can Swear, 
be Drunk, Lie, Cheat, livein Coverouſneſs, enyying, 
Malice, ſride,Back-birting, Whiſpering Surmiſing,+c. 
and tht becauſe they now and then do theſe chinge, 
yet are they gooJ Church. men and do ack God every 
night forgiveneſs; and are told in <Ecripture, that they 
are to pray for pardon of fin, and that he which 
delicverh that [eſus is the Son of God ſhall be ſaved, 
and that Chriſt died for fingers, ard they are ſore 
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they are ſinners, and no where exempted, that they 
know of from his mercy, for Jeſus came into the 
world 0n purpoſe to ſeek and fave what was lo(t. 

May i: not be feared thouſands thus content them. 
ſelves with onely ontſide reformation, remembring 
thac David, Peter, and others in Scripture ſinned, 
and the beſt of men living, have their failings ; and 
its but the ſame with them, and they do heartily 
beg forgiveneſs of God, though itstrue they cannot 
leave their (ins, yet can ſay God be merciful to me a 
ſinner. 

Now it will be needful here to ſhew the diſtinRion 
between ſinner aud ſinner : Some ſpots though really 
ſpots, yet arenot the ſpots of Gods enemies ; its one 
thing to hn under a Covenant of grace ( through in- 
firmity ) and another thing to fin out of the Covenant 
( through impenitence )) one with his will, the other 


againſt his will ; one ſeeks the ſin; the other, the ſin 


ſeeks him ; the one moſt careful of Gods eye, the 
other, if at all, onely careful of manseye; the one 
goes a mourner to the graye, that ever he ſinned 
againſt ſuch love and grace as the Goſpel hath made 
known , the other, -never mourns for ſin, but as pro- 
voked at the feeling of che puniſhmeat ; the ones 
more afraid of the Hell in ſin, then the Hell after ſin, 
the other thecontrary ; the one thirſls after the ſpirit 
of juſtification , the other wiſketh, but its lixe a 
wanton Beggar, tor the advantage of juſtification, 
the oge cares not what becomes of him here, ſo he 
may live with God hereafter; the other cries, who 
will ſhew us any good here ? The one hath reſpect to 
every command of God ; the other picks and chules, 
believes as his rulers believe, or ſuch a Biſhop or 
Learned man, or great Landlord belieyes, and what 
's moſt in faſhion, that moſt pleaſes him , his Religt- 
on 
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on lieth in avoiding the Croſs, and running with the 
Stream, The one thinks ' nothing too coſtly for 
Chriſt, the other thinks that Religion beſt char coſt- 
eth leaſt. In a word, one loyes the Lord Jeſus in 
all his Offices as King, Prieſt, and ''rophet, to rule 


| him as well as fave him; the other would be content. 


ed to love, as a Jeſus to ſave, but will not endure bim 
as a King to rule. 

Having premiſed this about fin in the General, we 
ſhall now ſpeak of ic under this Sign, as it reſpeRs 
ſuch as once chought ſmall ſins great, now think preat 
fins ſmall, jook at ſmall ones as 1t chey were none at all, 
This certainly,is a ſign of i/ecay in Godlineſs; the leaſt 
Sign againſt bim, being great enough without the mer- 
cy of God, ( if perſiſted in ) to weigh us down to Hell, 
cannot therefore in ic ſelf belittle; but its very poſſi- 


| ble for a Chriſtian that once had a Conſcience fo ten. 


der,that every little touch did greatly grieve; yet may 
in proceſs of time come to ſuch a {tate of love or 
liking to ſin, that he can now eaſily ſwallow down 
that for which he went mourning all the day long. 
Till the Commandment came to the Apoſtle Paul, be 
was alivein his own eſtimation, and did verily think, he 
didGod good ſervice,in making hayock and ſpoil inthe 
Church of God, being zealouſly mad againſt all that call- 
ed on the name of Jeſus, and yet at the ſametime was 
in Gods account aBlaſphemer, Perſecutor, as bimſelf, in 
the accounthe piyes of himſelf, after hisconverſion, did 
acknowledge himſelf, for when once the Command. 
ment came, and (in appeared exceeding ſinful, and 
the Wrath of God appeared as the reyrard of it, he 
then lay low in his own eyes; the chief of ſinners 
and lealt of Saints, Often faith theProphet have I heard 
of thee, by the hearing of che Ear, which is the caſe 
of thouſands in England ; and bis fear they are 
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taught by the precept of men. But now ſaith the 
Prophet, Mine Eyes have ſeen thee, and therefore dy 
I abhor my ſelf , and repent in duſt and aſhes. 1 have ſeen 
thee in thy preatneſs as a ſin hating God, and in thy 
goodneſs as a fin pardoning GÞH4 Therefore do[ 
abhor my ſelf, Now woe is me, I fee now Iam 
a man of unclean lips; this is the effeRs of the holy 
Spirits work, leading the ſinner to behold che hands, 
and (ide of Jeſus, pierced with che Nails and Spear, 
Now fin appears ſinful, and Hell following afcer where 
damned Worms ſhall never die : This made David 
to walk heavily, and cry out upon his awakening, 
Have mercy upon me O God, according to the multitudes 
of thy tender mercies, blot ont all mine Iniquities, and 
me from all my ſin, It is very poſſible for Chriſtians to 
looſe this firſt heat, reliſh, and favour of the new 
Eirth- beginning, that once was as a Jewel of preat 
price. And this ordinarily comes to paſs through neg- 
ligence to maintain the firſt Life-principle they ſucked 
from the Grace of God at its firſt entertainment, And 
did not then { let me ask experience ) our hearts burn 
within us, in theſe ſix particulars, 

1, Did we not fee then our ſelves the preateſt of 
ſinners > Did we not think Hell little enough for our 
puniſhment, the Ground too gocd to bear vs to 
walk on, and the Air too pood to allow us to 
breath in, and every bit of Bread much more then we 
deſerve? Did not Scales fall as it were from our-eyes ? 
Were not our opinion of our ſelves, changed from 
wealch to woe ? We that a few days before, preached 
pezc2 to our Souls, and thouphe our ſtate as poodas 
any in our Neighbourhood, though we knew not how 
to weep, that bad made our Lord to weep, Yet 
now where ever wecame, wept bitterly, and all our 
talk was of onr undone eſtate out of Chriſt ; neyer well 
but 
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but when we were breathing our our grief, that ever 
we grieved God. Was it not but the other day, thaC 
one Sex! was going to Damaſcus with Commilſon, 
whereſoever he found any of the Diſciples of Jeſus, 
be muſt bring them bound to fer»ſalem ; and did he 
not hold the Raiment of cheſe char ſtoned Stephes ; 
and zealous for the Law of the Fathers, and as couch. 
ing its righteouſneſs blameleſs, But now his eyes being 
opened, he ſeeth himſclfa blaſphemer, a perſecutor, 
and ſets his hope onely on Jeſus Chrift that came into 
the World to ſave ſinners, 1 Tim, 1, 15, 

Bur Secondly, Did not we then go often to God 
by prayer for yer aclearer ſenſe of our ſin ſtill being ; 
Jealous it was not enough? Did we not thencry Oh ? 
Iam not wounded enough in my Spirit, for wounding 
my Saviours Spirit? Were we not then ready to high. 
ten, rather then leſſen onr ſores ? Methinks I hear 
you ſtill crying out with your Eſpouſal, Cry wo is me 
that ever I ſhould offend fuch a Lord, ſuch love, ſuch 
a matchleſs love. I can never do enongh for him, nor 
ſuffer enough for him , had I a thouſand lives they 
were all too little to lay down at his feet ? How early 
with God were wein Cloſſer-prayer, carly at the Ser- 
mon, early at viſiting the [mpriſfoned. Now Spiric, 
Perſon, Purſe, and all I am and have, is atthe Lords 
Service. Now 1 feel ſuch a weight upon my ſhoulders 
for my fins that nothing but che blood of Chriſt can 
hold me from ſinking into Hell. 

But Thirdly, Did we not then abhor our ſin, or 
what we had done, and all occaſions leading thercun- 
to? Did not we then ſay with David, ny in 4 ever 
before me ? Were not our black deeds in all company, 
and in all conditions moſt before our cies, following 
us as a hungry Wolf follows its prey ? We e we not 
then as weary of our fin as of aloog fit of ſickneſs ? 
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Did we not fothe the thoughts of that that had Dalz' 
lah ?Were it not now aur fickneſs,and ſo in its own Co- 
lours beſet with the black threatnings of Gods great 
Plagues. 

But Fourthly, Did we not then retain in our me- 
mory, a deep ſenſe of the Plagues due, for our fin 
lothing our ſelves. Woe is methat ever 1 ſhould be 
ſuch a vile wretch,fuch a Beaſt before the Lord ; I now 
abhor my ſelf in duft and aſhes, at the very thought 
and remembrance of my fin; Idonow ſee and won- 
der at that mercy of God that kept me out of Hell: 
Oh! Ir is HellI do deſerve for my hainous crimes, 
as none knows more of me, then I do of my ſelf , fo 
none can think worſe of me, then IT think of my 
ſelf, admiring the mercy of God, and piye my teſti. 
mony, that ſurely none but a God could have born 
with me thus long, Oh ! That ever I ſhould ſpend 
my precious time, ſubſtance, and ſtrength to ſerye 
ſuch filthy luſts , I now ſee itis better for me to bea 
dooy- keeper in the houſe of God, then to dwell in the tent: 
of the wicked. 

But Fifthly, Did we not then ſee ſo much of ſin, 
ſelf, and wrath, that we coyenanted for ever to livea 
Mourner for what before we had done, thatas we 
had made it our trade, and had pot the very habit of 
ſin. So now we ſhould pet the habit of ſorrow ; not 
as too many ſorrawfal, onely while convictions are 
ſtrong, but clothed with the ſtate of forrow, from 
month to month, and year to year, paſſing of the 
time of our whole Pilgrimage in trembling and fear, 
like Ezekie/s mourners that God had pardoned, 
Chap. 7. verſe 16, Bat they that eſcape of them 
ſhall eſcape ; yet to vemain on the Mountains like 
Doves on the valleys, all of thens monrning in the fate, 
as Well as a, every one for bis own iniquity, 
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Laſtly, Did we not then covenant for ever to be 
thankful to God for our pardon? Did we not then 
think it little enough to be upon our knees praiſing this 
God to Eternity, that had ſaved us, and ſhewed us 
ſuch mercy, when we were polluted co the lothing of 
our perſons; and that at ſuch a time God ſhould 
look upon us with ſuch pittie > Did not this ſenſe work 
us up to forget our ſorrow, for joy that ſo goodly a 
man-child was born, the Lord of life tormed in us. 
What Trouble, Pain, Loſs, or Croſs, had a voice to 
preſs the ſpirits to complain like this to praiſe, the 
joy of believing, being a tranſcendent joy. 1 Petr . 
1.8. 

Objeft. But what is the Cauſes this frame is not 
now ? Why 1 What is the matter that great ſins ſeem 
ſmall, and ſmall none at all > Anſwer, Theſe chree 
appear to be Cauſes. 1. Ignorance how much God 
hates Sin, 2, Ignorance what Chriſt Jeſus under- 
went for Sin. 3, Ignorance of the woeful effects of 
vin, 

Firſt, Ignorance how much God hates Sin. This 
appears to every intelligible perſon, that will but con- 
ſult Gods Method from the beginning of time, his 
glorious attribute of juſtice was [ti] bent againit (in ; 
the tirſt plorious price of his workmanſhip, whom 
he placed inthe Gardenof delight, who was undoubt- 
edly Gods delight , for he beheld every thing that he 
had made good, much more man the Maſter-piece of 
all the reſt, for inthe Image of God made he him ; 
Yet now for ſin muſt bedriven out of Paradice , the 
ground curſed for his fake, and in ſorrow mult he ear 
his bread, and from thence forward bea dying man, 
till he die, doſes the man of God, ( with whom God 
the great Lord Almighty, talketh face to face,) and the 
very type of Jeſus Chriſt - Yer muſt neyer have one 
Q 4 prayer 
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prayer anſwered, when a fin had but come in the 
way z _ io other caſes ſo prevalent, that with 
prayer he hoſds Gods hands, Yet now 0 LordGed, 
thay haſt brgun to ſtew thy ſervant thy greatneſs, an; 
thy mighty Ts ; Ipray thee let me go over to ſee Jor- 
dan, that goodly monntain, and Lebanon ; but the Loyd 
was wrath with me for your ſakes, and would not heav 
me. Andthe Lerd ſaid to me, let it ſuffice thee, ſpeak 
no more of this matter, Deuc. 3. 24, 25, 20, Ohdo 
mot this abominable thing that I hate, Jer. 4.4. 4. For 
this cauſe God ſhall ſend them flrong deluſions to be, 
lieve 4 lie, that they all might be damned. 2 Thel, 
2. 11, 12. 

Bur Secondly, Ignorance what Chriſt underwent 
for ſin. Oh the bicrer agony chat ir made him ſweat 
as it were great drops of blood, trickling down his 
bleſſed Cheeks ; his ſoul was exceeding ſorrowfull, 
even unto death ; his hajr pulled off, his viſage marr*d 
more then any mans, his face ſpit in, his hands and 
feet nailed co a Tree, a ſpear chruſt through his ſide ; 
andinthe 334d year of his age, the primeage of a man, 
his precious life muſt be taken away, his blood ſhed 
a man of ſorrows, and clothed with priefs all for 
fjo, though he knew no fin, neicher was guile ever 
found in his mouth ; he paid dear for what we did, 
he mult die that we may live; be curſed that we may 
be blefſed, Can we look upon this bleſſed Jeſus, 
drinking this bicter cup, and think any ſin ſmall chac 
laid uch a weight on the Lord of Life. 

Thirdly, Ignoranee of the woeful effe4s of ſin. 
What brought the flood> Was it not fin ? What 
broughc Fire and Primſtene upon Sodom and Comor- 
rah ? Was 1t not fin? Whar broughe all the ten 
[ [apues upon Egypre? Was it not ſin? Whac brings 
the mighty to the duſt, bur this Monſter ſin, _ 
neſl:s, 


DO —_— 


nw eo mM». —— oy aw Jmwr ww wm A a. ca Oo£a__ co ct +4 


Slons of 4 Dying or decaying Chriſtian, . 231 


e | nefles, Diſeaſes, Sword, Plague, Fire, Famine, 
hi Ames 4. at large willtellas, What was the matrer 
| | with London 1665. that more then ſixty chouſand of 
4 its inhabicants are carried captive to the 7 6g while 
- | every ſtreet is filled with evening cries, bring our 
4 | your dead, bring out your dead; in the moroing 
» # walking well about ſtreets, at night laid inthe prave 
þ | for worms to feed on, when we beheldin 1666. a 
o Þ Tire as from Heayen devour our dwellings, and con. 
» # fume that in a few hours, that many years cannot res 
- | pair; while he that wasrich yeſterday, wasa beggar 
. & coday, and not cloſe with the Propher, 7 he joy of owr 
heart us ceaſed, our dance us turned into monrning ; the 
t i crown #7 fallen from off onr bead, Woe unto ua that we 
t i have finned, Lam, 5. 15, 16, This is the Monſter, 
s | who can then look upon Londen, and think any fin 
, | ſmall. 
| 
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CHAP, X XXII. 


SheWwing the great aptneſs in Chriſt ians tobe leſs affett+ 
ed with praiſes for a Tribe of mercie: comiug, and 
more affiifted to murmuring for a tithe of mercies go- 

ing; with four Canſes of this Decay. 


SIGN, XXXII, 


\ | [ Hen your Tongne i frequent in complain- 
ing for leſſer miſeries, and ſilent in prai- 


ſing for greater mercies, 
Uh! tow apt are Chriſtians to fall under this De. 
cay, quickly apprehenſive of thar which goeth a ainſt 


the grein; the ſtring of the heare eaſily wound ppon 
Its 
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its utmoſt height, yea beyond godly bounds in ſor. 
row ; give me Childrenor elſe I die ;, a ready accoun- 
rant to complain what we want, and would have, or 
have in point of miſery, and would be rid of ; butat 
the ſame time ſo out of our account under a Chriſtian 
conſideration, that we think not of going into Gods 
ſanRuary, and weighing our preſent ſtate in his bal. 
lance ; whether ſo much miſery on the left hand is not 
overpoiſed with treble its mercies on the right hand, 
a tribe of mercies coming, leſs ſeen intheir worth to 
raiſe che heart and tongue after a thankful frame, then 
a Tithe of mercies poing ; perhaps weep more for the 
retnoval of one Son, then the poſſeffion of ten Sons; 
big- with crouble for a lefler loſs, and yet at ſame time 
lean in thankfulneſs for greater gain, Good David 
was once out here, 1s the young man «Abſalom ſafe ? 
Now was Abſalom inthe heighc of rebellion, aiming 
at no leſs then the Crown, yet now Foab, Abiſbah, 
and 7ttas whom I have made Captains over thouſands 
ro fight my Battels, when ye overcome, deal gently 
for my ſake with the young man, even Abſalom. 
The Batcel is fought, the Mercy is obtained , for the 
victory goeth on Davids ſide; Meſſengers haſten 
with the tidings, every one ambitious who ſhall run 
firſt,and faſteſt And the King fitsin the gate waiting 
for their Meſſage, and behold Ahimaaz the Son of 
Zadock, cometh and ſaid, all is we#, falling down np- 
on his face before the King, ſaying, Bleſſed be the Lord 
thy God which hath delivered the men, which did lift 
np their band againſt my Lord the King, Here is 
joyful tidings of a conqueſt callinz for triumphant 
thankfulneſs., But at what height is Davids Tongue 
now in tune, Js the young man Abſalom ſafe > That 
appeared more ſet upon his heart, then the ViQory; 
for no ſooner hath C#/4i another meſſenger reported 
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Abſaloms death , but the victory is forgotten, and 
Davids greateſt cauſe of joy at the mercy turned in- 
to greater ſorrow, at the leſſer miſery; tor the King 
was much moved, and went upto the Chamber oyer 
the gate, and wept; and as he went thus, heſfaid, 
0 my Son Abſalom, my Son, my Sou Abſalom ! Would 
God 1had died for theeO Abſalom, my Son, my Son, 
2 Sam, 18, 5. 21, 29, 32, 33+ 1s not this roo too 
common among profeſſors wherever we come, the 
place filled with complaining of want, or loſs, our 
Tongue nimble at reporting our leffer miſeries, while 
dumb art praiſing for greater mercies, our hands often 
lifted up in prayer for what we want; but ſeldom 
lifted up in praiſe for what we haye. 

How many ſignal mercies from evening till morn» 
ing, and from morning till evening 'are ſcarce taken 
notice of , meat to eat, and an appetite toit, Cloaths 
to cover us, fire to warm us, a bedtoreſtus,; and 
yet fo bruitiſh, as not to ſee theſe mercies in their 
worth, till we ſee them in their want; how many 
nights under the ſhade of death, are we delivered from 
the fith of Death, and yet never the more thankful 
or fruitful next morning ? a ſtate of bodily health 
and ſtrength for years together, andleſs concerned in 
its enjoyment, with care for a ſtate of thankful- 
neſs, then if all were more debt, and merit, then 
clemency and mercy. 

The Fowls of the Air, the Beaft; of the field, the 
Fiſh of the Sea, muſt ſurrender uo their breath to 
continue our breath , they uncloathed, that we may 
be cloathed, the tender Calf fetch'd from the ſtall, 
the young Lamb taken from the flock, the Turtle- 
Dove ſtript of its life, for a pampered, wanton, un. 
thankful, unfruitful People. But what will be the 
end of all? 1/ho ſhall live when Ged doth this ? Name» 


ly 
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ly, Calls co an account, brings in the bill of Indi. 
ment. | 

Imprims, For the abuſe of Plenty, in the year of 
Plenty. Jtems, For Idlenels. Jtems, For Wanton- 
neſs, Jtem, For turning Riches into Pride. ters, 
For praying ſeldom, except under ſome ſenſitive loſs, 
Ttew, Fer litting down to feed upon Gods Creatures, 
and reſting upon your Beds as do the Bruits, tem, 
For murmuring under Adyerſity, Jtem, For Dull. 
ſightedneſs at what you abound with, Jtem, For 
Envy at your Brothers wellfare, tem, For uſing 
your Tongue to,carry Tales. Jrem, For taking up a 
report againſt your Neighbour, J7tem, For every 
omiffion of Good, JUtew, For every commiſſion of 
Evil. Jtem, For your grand ſin of unthankfulneſs, 
&c. 
Ah Chriſtians! What ſhall we plead in thepreat 
day of account, when this, and a thouſand times 
more ſhall riſe up inJudgment againſt us; for ſpending 
more of our Tongue and Time, in complaining of 
lefſer miferies, then in praiſing for greater Mercies. 

But what may b: the Cauſes of this Decay ? Firſt, 
Counting without God, Secondly, Ignorance that 
the pulſe of ſenſe, bears higher then the pulſe of faith, 
Thirdly, Ignorance that the ſtate of a Chriſtian on 
earth, is to be a thankful ſtate, Fonurthly, A not 
retaining in the heart, the due reward of paſt 
ſins, 

Firſt, Counting without God. Thatis, when we 
meaſure our condition with what we would have it 
be, not asking counſel at the hand of God, is this or 
rhat condition beſt for me ? Good Agar knew the 
deceicfulneſs of his own heart, and therefore durſt 
not make any choice without God, Two things have 
{ deſired of thee, deny me them not before I die, give me 

; weither 
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neither_Poverty nor Riches, feed me with food convent» 
ent for me, lef+ 1 be full and deny thee, and ſay whou 
Cf che Lord, or leſt I be poor, and Steal, and take the 
- | nameof myGodin vain. Pro. 30. 8,9. Ifthe young 
» & Child may have its will, ic will crave a knife, and 
cherewith wound it ſelf, Eatto Gluettony, Drink un- 
to ſurfetting, Cry out againſt applying the plaſter, 
or ſearching the Sore. How apt have we beento 
complain of that condition, that when once we had 
but gone into the ſanQuary to ſeeit, have then found 
it mercy, ending in thankfulneſs- The little Boy, 
while little, is very unwilling to learn his book, and 
will yenter upon CorreQion for a Play-day : but 
when riper years are gone over his head; repines with 
repentance at the paſt-time ſo miſpent. Oh ! Its 
g00d te let God alone, cowalk in his own Method, 
and take what he ſends whether it be Phyſick or 
Cordial, 

But Secondly, A ſecond Cauſe is this, we know 
ic not, but the Pulſe of Senſe beats higher then the 
Pulſe of Faith ; thatis, we meaſure our condition by 
, ſeeing, and not by believing Abrahem*s ſenſe, conld 
: © not ſee the Son of the promiſe ; but his faith could 
, | take the knife to ſlay the Lid for a ſacrifice unto God. 
| | Senſe would not let //rae/ go to Canes throuph the 
© Wilderneſs, but God ſaw that way che neareſt, there. 

fore fairhſul Moſes chuſes that way. Senſe made 
Rachel cry, give me Children, or elſe 1 die, While 
Faith led old EZ, while made childleſs to cry, /t 
the Lord let him do What ſeemeth him good. Senſe 
makes us angry at the Rod, though a Priſon atthe 
ſame time, is betterthen a Pallace, Senſeled 1/-ac/ 
to be angry at God, and murmur when they wanted 
bread and water, and diſlike their Travel through ſo 
great and terrible a Wilderneſs, wherein were hery 
| yCTy 
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236 Signs of « Dying or decaying Chriftian; 
Serpents and Scorpions, and Drought ; but had Faith 
been predominant, it would have repreſented to them 
the goodlineſs of that way , becauſe of the ſignal 
ends that was to enſue ; out of a Rock of flint guſheth 
forth Water, and from Heayen is Mannah, Anpels 
food rained, and the Red-Sea divided, and Pheroh 
and his hoſt drowned; and above all 7/-ae/ humbled, 
and their hearts proved, that God might do them 
good at their latter end, ſo that in a word, Faith 
meaſures that condition the moſt thankful condition, 
be it never ſo thornie, unpleaſant and bitter to ſenſe, 
and others were tortured, not accepting deliverance 
that they might obtain a better Reſurrection. Heb, 
II. 35. 

But Thirdly, A cauſe why we are more frequent in 
complaining of leſſer miſeries, then praiſing for great- 
er mercies, is ignorance that the ſtate of a Chriſtian 
here on Earth, is to be athankful ſtate, that is, is 
every thing to give thanks. x Thel. 5. 18. This to 
ſenſe in its Latitude, ſeems a hard Leſſon, What ? 
To thank God for Aﬀficions, for Poverty, for Sick- 
neſs, for loſs of Husband, Wife, Child, Houſe, 
Land, what to have all in one bottom, andco ſink at 
once into the bottom of the Sea, and yet thank God 
ſeems Egyptian bondage, and worſe, but the Text is 
univerſal, i» every thing give thanks ;, and the reaſon 
is as univerſal for every condition ( on this ſide Hell 
is mercy, an | therefore calls for thankfulneſs ) Moſes 
coming to Pharaoh with requeſt chat 7/rael might be 
enlarged, was mercy, though it tended at firſt to the 
enlargement of their bonds, yet it was in order to 
their freedom upon the moſt noble terms ; had we ne- 
ver trouble here, we ſhould never ſo long for reſt 
hereafter. Good foſhna and Caleb Rill thought che 
beſt of Gods way with them , and 7ob when my” 
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and Subſtance, and Cattle, and Seryants,and Children, 
and all was gone, ſends in thankfulneſs, Naked came 
1 out of my Mothers Womb, and naked ſhall I retarn, 
the Lord gave, and the Lord hath taken away, and 
BLESSED bethename of the Lord. 

Fourchly, A fourth Caule of this Decay may be 
| this, not retaining in the heart the due reward of 
| | paſt ſins; ttiat is, forgetting chat anguiſh which un- 
\ | der our firſt convictions we were bowed down with , 
| when we ſelttbe weight of our (ins intheir black and 
horrid aggravations, having paſt upon our ſelyes the 
ſentence of Death, and this followed by the Law of 
Life ; crying out Oh Wretched (inner that I am | Who 
ſhall deliver me jrom the body of this Death, or dead 
\ | body? Were we nor then as it weretied to a dead man, 

and compelled co dr:w him, and the ſtench of him 
2 | vp and down with us whereſoever we went, being 
4 | beer with Zzeckzel/s roul, Lamentations, and mourn- 
» | ing, and woe? Coul: we not then truly ſay with 
» & David, my fin is ever before me, and Hell coming 
_ | after; and if in this Chriſtleſs condition I die, I 
ſhall be damned to all Eternity, Did not this burden 
t | felt for ſin, and feared for wrath, keep down the 
4 | Spirit of complaining more for ſmaller miſcries ? 
« | And how would we then have been affeRted with 
n | thankfulneſs for the tythe of thoſe mercies we now 
yn | overlook ? Its evident by Gods expoſtulation witki 
, | //rael in Exekiels time, Chap. 16. That this Symp- 
+ | fom was upon them ina high degree, ſo that the 
+ | Prophet for their reducing begins at the root, Son 
o | of man, canſe Jerulalem to know her abommations ; 
\_ | ſhe hath forgotten her Father was an Amorirte, and 
+ | Mother an Hizrite, andin the day ſhe was born, ſhe 
was caſt out into the open field, to the lothing of 
. | her perſon, and when no eye pittied her, then ſaid 
f [ 


#38 gizns of a Dying or decaying Chriſtian, 
L to her live ;, her extremity of miſery, was my 
opportunity of mercy ; thus her recown went forth 
among the nations ; for ſhe was beautiful through 
my comelineſs which I put upon her ; but now 
Zeſarm waxeth tar, and kicked, and lightly eſteem. 
ed the rock of her Salvation, and as the inlet to 
all her fin. verſe 22. She hath nor kept in remem. 
brance the days of her youth, when ſhe was naked 
and barc and polluted in her blood the Malefacor, 
Now ſentence is pronounced, and die he muſt for 
his tranfgrefſion, though once a Palace. could ror 
contain him , he ſwell'd ſo big wich pride; Oh! 
Now any Cortage, yea corner of a Houſe top, yea 
a Dungeon will be wellcome, let him but dwell chere F} \ 
with a pardon, thus he lies low under the ſenſe of 

a temporal death deſerved, and ſhall not we with}, 
ſelf. abhorrency, lie much lower, under the ſenſe of Þ 1 
an eternal Death deſerved; When in my greateſt 

miſeries temporal, for which I droop and complain tl 
with the worm-wood and the Gall, then calling I C 
ro rememhrance, why am I not in Hell, makes 'Þ 
that Tonguz but now complaining, turned into | tl 
Thankſgiving; Jt « of the Lords mercies I am wot | a 
conſumed, Praiſe ye the Lord, Amen, Amen, I al 
Conſider what you read, andlo paſs to the 33. Sign If a 
of dying :0 Godlineſs. 
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n. | Detmonſtratify what a precious Fewel Time ts, how to 
to be redeemed, proving it Gods work to give the Face, 


Nl. 4 Chriftians Work to make the Aſc. Shewing alſo 
ed what a dreadful loſs, the loſs of time s, with 
r. the Canſes of this Decay , and Remedies for Re- 
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of Hen your ſenſe of the great worth of 


time is ſo ſmall, that you are turned 
of | Prodzgal, | 
ſt [c 1s eſſential; That every man ſhould conſider, 
in © chat as God hath given him an excellent Nature, Wil. 
ig | dom and underſtandiog co make his choice, haying 
+ © made him Lord over all Creatures, and a little lower 
o || then the Angels, he bath alſo appointed him a work 
ot | and ſervice, preit enough to imploy thoſe abilities; 
n, © and hath alſo deſigned him to a ſtate of life eternal, 
n | after this life is ended ; unto which {tate he can onely 
arrive, by chat werkand ſervice, And that nothing 
may be wanting on Gods part, to the accompliſhing 
this great deſign, he hath and doth, give every man 
a time in this World, 4 time /o preciows, thaton it 
depend ETERNITY, Time, in the ſpace of 
- Hit Gods, in the uſe of jt Onrs , for we mult remem= 
ber that we have a great work to do,many enemies to 
tonquer; many evils to prevent, many dangers to run 
through; many difficulties to be maſtered, and it 
), | ay de; many Children or Friends to provide for 
| R 
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240 Sirns of a Dying or decaying Chriſtian, 
and many diſeaſes ro cure, and which is moſt of all, 
to be found in all doing it ſo, that we may not 

back in the 2ccounts of Eternity, Now to have ſuch 
a Tewelas Time is, it being of more weight and worth 
then all the World , becauſe that cannot either pay 
valuable price for its lengthening, or recall it when 
paſt and gone; for any therefore to be Prodigal of 
ſuch a Treaſure, muſt needs argue deep Decay to the 
power of Godlineſs : but it may be very neceſſary 
we explain this great word TIME; it may becon- 
ſidered under a double acceptation, with reſpeR both 
to the ſpace of it, and uſe of it: it is certain that 
Time in the ſpace of it, is Gods pife, Fob 7.1. I 
there not an appointed time to man upon Earth? That 
is, for ſpace given of God to this noble end, that 
man ſhould imploy or uſe this Time to the beſt advan. 
rape; ſo that itsas certain, Time in the »/e or ab»{+ 
is ours. Eccle. 3. 1. Toevery thing there is a ſeaſon, 
and a time to every purpoſe nuder the Sun; that is, 1 
Time with reſpe&t to the uſe or abuſe ; God lend; 
the ſpace of Time, appoints meet work to take up 
that ſpace of Time lent. Lets hear the Concluſion 
( faith the Preacher ) of the whole matter ; Fear 
God and keep his Commandments, this is the whole 
Duty of Man: for God will bring every work, that 
is uſe or abuſe of Time, into Judgment, for Salvation 
or Damnation goeth upon this great hinge of Time, 
And what was lent from God as Jernſalems greatel 
mercy, proved through themſelves, their prentel: 
Woe ? For they had the ſpace of 1 ime remaining, 
when the uſe of Time was gone, they had negleRed 
their Market, abuſed their Seaſon. W hen God call 


ed for Faſting and Weeping, they called ſor Feaſting 
and Rejoycing , like the old World, while fourty yea! 
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daily furmmons to make ready, and pet into the Ark ; 
0 | yet they ſlept away their cime in Eating, Drinking, 
hn | buying, Selling, Marrying, giving in Marriage; and 
h F cake no care co make up their accounts, betore their 
a ' time was gone; we have a doleful paſſage to chis pur- 
n } poſe, and Oh that it may ſerve as a Land-mark for all 
dl F profeſſors. Leke 19. 41,42, 44. When Jeſas Chriſt 
le F was come near Jernſalem in his Travels, as ſoon as he 
Y | ſet bis eyes upon the City, he falls aweeping at the 
0- F lamentable miſery they had, ( not chrough che wane 
th F of time, bur chrough the miſuſe or abuſe of time ) 
at F brought upon chemſelves, which is evident from his 
I: } own words, ſaying, Jf thox hadft known even thou, at 
at leaſt in this thy day, (thy day of [pace fromGod given) 
a the things which belong to thy peace, but now they are 
- 8 bid from thine eyes. God is not bound to wait always, 
ve & for chou muſt be laid even wich che ground, becauſe 
", thou kneweſt not the TIME of thy viſitation ; 
18 Oh! How doth this beſpeak Profeſſors to value their 
ids time, even all time, youth, health, ſtrength, Time of Af. 
Wh fiction, Time of the Goſpel, that when they come 
OoEto end Time here, may not throughthe abuſe, fall 
ea into the entrance of eyerlaſting woe, as a reward 
oleF hereafter. 

hay 06jef. t. But ſome may ObjeR, if ſo dreadful 
100Y conſequence attend the loſs of Time; Doth not this 
Nc. exclude the grace of God, for it isnot of him that 
elY villech, nor of him that runneth, but of God that 
fY hewerh mercy. | | 

"%y Anſw. Its troth, its of God to ſhew mercy, and 
tel he hath preſcribed his time as well as his way. wi/- 
all dm eryeth without, ſhe mttereth her voice in the chief 
ing Hlace of concourſe, in the opening of the yates in the 
enVCity, ſaying, How long ye ſimple ones, will ye love fim- 
RY licity, and Scorwers delight in Scornivg, and ſet at 
aily {ES noug ht 
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nought all my counſel, and will none of my reproef . 
( for this abuſe of Time ) when your deſtruttion com. 
eth 4s a Whirle-wind, when diſtreſs and anguiſh befall 
you ; then though ye call, I will not anſwer, ye foal 
ſeek me early, but ſhall not find me, for that ye hated 
knowledge, and did not chooſe the fear of the Loyd, 
Pro. 1.21, &c. 

Objeft, 2, When may time be ſaid to be redeemed? 

Anſwer , When duty and time goeth hand in 
hand together, God hath ordained mans Time on 
earth, for no other end, but that every ſpace of it 
ſhould be filled up with the work of it. God puts 
them together in two great reſpe&s, Firſt, To give 
. aſſiſtance, Secondly, To pive acceptance. - And 
' herein lyeth mans chief Wiſdom, that he know his 
Time, and while iclaſterh, to make the beſt earnings 
of it; for it is ſwifter then an Eagle in the Heayens 
haſtning on its way, never ata ſtand, and when paſt, 
can never be recalled again, And becauſe no man 
may plead vacancy of ſpace in ſome periods of 'hi 
Life, God hath provided imployment for every con. 
dition, whether young or old, bond or free, ſick or 
in health, ill Zreyn;ity waits upon us; and we are 
daily going forward or backward in thoſe accounts, 
and as one day is gone over our heads, we are ſill 
a day the neerer to its borders, The ſick Man may 
poſſibly recover; but if once DEAD all hope is 
gone, Hence comes thoſe dreadful Lamentations , 
Woe is me! he is Dead, he is Dead. The whole 
world cannot purchaſe yeſterday again. That Sodew 
and Gomorrha that 2 4 hours ago flouriſhed, next day 
lies in Aſhes: Belſhazzar the King, was but now 
drinking Wine in Exceſs, and praiſing the J ods of Gold 
and Silver, in the ſame hour, a lictle Time makes a 


great change, look again,and he is Trembling,the} oimi 
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of his Loyns are looſed, and his knees ſmite one againſt 
another; A K ING yefterday, WORMS-ME AT this 
day. What therefore more precious then Time : 
Oh che glorious and the woefull effe.Fs of 7:ime! In 
fix days a world is made by the hands of the Almigh. 
ty; in fourty days its drown'd by the ſame power, 
How many in one night have been ſtript of all ? Leſs 
then three days laid London in Aſhes, A little litrle 
time , rightly IMPROVED centers in eternal 
bleſſedneſs, while a like Time ABUSED centersin 
eternal burning ; how precious therefore is Time, Bur 
Abraham ſaid, Sen remember thou hadſt thy Time of 
good things, and Lazarus his T ime of evil things ; now 
he ts Comforted, and now thou art Tormented : How 
doth this beſpeak that Chriſtian dying to Godlineſs, 
that hath ſo little ſenſe of Times worth, that he is turned 
Prodigal, 

I ſhall leave this to conſideration, as to the worth 
of Time, and ſhall enquire into the Cauſes of the 
abuſe of Time, and conclade all with a few directions 


*F bow to redeem Time. Now the Cauſes may be affign- 


ed to theſe three. 1, Ignorance of times ſwiftneſs, 
2, Ignorance of Timesprecionſneſs. 3. Non-conſt- 
deration that the uſe or abuſe of Time will certainly 
terminate in Heaven or Hell. 

Firſt, Ignorance of Times ſwiftneſs, It hatha con- 
tinual motion, neither ſtaying nor Randing ; its an 
uſeful Proverb, Time and Tide ſtayeth for none, Time 
s repreſented wich Wings in a flying poſture, becauſe 
it is ſill journeying ere we are aware, Youth is come 
ind gone, alſo old age hath taken poſſeſſion, and 
Time will quickly carry us to the brink of Eternity, 
It well becomes Chriſtians wherever they go to carry 
their hour-glaſs, as it were with them, and till re- 
nember how they have ſpent the paſt three quarters 
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already gone; for God will certainly take account of 
our Time, and we cannot keep from ufing or abuſing 
it; Travellers count the Miles they have yetto po, 
before they can be at their Inn, and they count their 
hours, ſtill remembring, Night cometh when none 
can work ; and from hence quicken themſelyes to 
Diligence. The Spirit of God ſeems to intimate the 
improvement of our time from a double Obligation, 
1 Cor. 7.29, 31. Swift and ſhort; it paſſeth away 
ſwiſtly, therefore improve it withall your might, 
And it is ſhore, carry that in youreye alſo; and there- 
fore whether you weep or rejoyce, buy or ſell, paſ; 
the time of your ſojonyning here in fear. 

Secondly, Ignorance of Times preciouſneſs ; That 
may bea Canſe why weare Prodigal of ic. Timeis 
of more worth then a World, for on the well im- 
proving it, depends our Eternal Welfare, and then 
the World cannot hinder. On the contrary, Time 
abuſed will bring ns into an Eternal Woe, from which 
the World cannot redeem us. Time is precious upon 
a fouvfold conſideration, 1, Becauſe it is a very 
ſhort Time. 2, Becauſe we have a great deal of work 
to do in that ſhore time, 3. Becauſe we have man 
Enemies co Overcome in that ſhort time. 4. Becauſe 
we can never recall the loſs of jt. Laſtly, Becauſe 
we ſhall ſhortly find Heaven or Hell depends uponir. 
Oh Chriſtians ! Is not time precious, being clothed 
with ſo many weighty Circumſtances. 

Thirdly, Ignorance that the uſe or abuſe of Time 
will certainly terminate in Heaven or Hell. While 
we are in this World weare Gods Stewards, end its 
required of Stewards that they be found faithful, and 
that appeareth beſtinthe improvement of their time, 
which is a Talent, that muſt not be hid in a Napkin; 
Were this thought always before our eyes, ( _ 
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Rope is about theſwift meſſengers Neck, which tells 
him, except he poſt on his way with utmoſt ſpeed, he 
| ſhall pay bislifeattheend of his Journey, as the fruic 
r | of his negligence ) we ſhould tremble in the way, at 
e | the remembrance of the end , did we ſenlibly feel 
o | thattruth ? Namely, HEL Lwill be cheir end, that 
« | while they have Time, abuſe Time. Ignorance here, 
n. | makes ſo many turn Bxſy-bodres, Tattlers, Back: 
y || biters, Whiſperers, goingabout from Homſe ro Houſe, 
t, | Idleing away their precious Time,meaddling with things 
e. | they ought met , little conſidering that all their ways 
{; || and goings are ſeenand recorded inthe book of Gods 
remembrance ; and for which they muſt certainly 
at | give an account one day to him that is ready to judpe 
is | both quick and dead. But I ſhall cloſe all with a few 
n- | direRtions bow to redeem time to Gods glory, and our 
-n | own true comfort, 
Ne Eirſt, That you may redeem Time. Keep down 
< | wandring thoughts after Vanity, for they will be bu- 
n | fie, and offering themſelves, and ſervice at all times, 
ry and being entertained, will carry you Captive to the 
|& | miſpending precious Time. Its a fixed thought fer on 
mw # God, Heaves and Hell that leads out the heart as well 
iſe 45 Head, to be always buſie, or learning to make 
if 8 Religion our buſineſs; thoughts of Vanity nouriſh. 
it | rh Idleneſs, while thoughts of Eretnity delivereth 
ed] from it. God took up a complaint againſt 7/-ae/ on 
this account, fer, 4. 14. How /ong foal! thy vain 
me | thoughts loage within.thee.” Vain thoughts were not 
ile 4 onely offered, -| but -entertained, if in good earneſt 
ics 4 we wouldredeemour Time, we muſt keep down wan» 
nd | dringthoughes. 
1e, Secondly, That you may redeem Time, Keep 
n; | under immoderate cares for or about the things of this 
hey Life , be full of care for nothing, ſaith the holy Scrip- 
It 4 tare 
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tare, that is, let not your head and heart, be over. 
loaded with greateſt care, for the ſmalleſt matters; 
Labogr »ot ( molt ) for that meat that periſheth ; but for 
that which enduretb toeverlaſting Life. A much cum- 
bred mind, hath coſt many a Chriſtian, many Tears 
ro recover their ground again ; Its though common, 
an abſolute evil to be over-bufie about rhe things of 
this Life; always, raking and ſcraping, after God 
hath lent a competency of Food and Raiment, not 
to be content ; to give now moreroom and time, for 
more noble imployment, hath to experience, lefe 
many to a woeful concluſion, I pray God this Cau. 
tion may be bleſſed to my ſelf, and all that reads it, 
that we may learn of God to know what our frail 
Veſſel will hold, to the delivering us from that woe- 
ful ſin of ſtupidity, thac I am much afraid is upon 
many in our day, Luke 21. 34, 35. Methioks the 
glance of mine eye now beholds many Profeſſors, that 
God hath bleſſed with a large portion of this Worlds 
c00d ; ſo bufie to add houſe to houſe, and fieldto 
field (as if Heayen were entailed upon it, or they ne. 
ver to leave it ) rhat they cannot without burden ſpare 
now and then one hour for the ſoul, 1 beg humbly, 
leave to ask ſuch this one queſtion ; Whether or no 
did you ever conſider guys rule, . Pro, 36. for 
your imitation, he was afraid of Poverty, ( and fo 
I believe are you ) leaſt ir ſhould tempt. him to 
put forth his hand co ſteal , + but he was as much 
afraid of Plenty, (and fo I fear ate- not you ) leaſt 
he ſhould be full and fay, who!is the Lord, I 
query hence, whether it i$:;not. as; mich; a' Chriſti- 
ans Duty and his Wiſdom, to be afrajd of Riches, 
as of Poyerty, | 
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Bur Thirdly, That you may redeem Time, Ayoid 
unneceſſary meetings or viſitings, and unproficable 
diſcourſe; how much precious Time hath been ſpilc 
here, Woeful exeperience can beſt ſpeak. Gadding 
about without pondering the path of the Feet, hath 
been an in-let to a Tribe of evils. To go withouc 
acall, is as preat an evil, as to with-hold whenthere 
isacall, Its the Glory of Chriſtianity to do all by 
weight and meaſure. 

A Fool poureth out Fooliſhneſs, while the heart 
of the wiſe doth ſtudy to anſwer ; to be ſlow to 
ſpeak, and that our ſpeech be always gracious ; is 
as truly a Law of Chriſt, as not to Steal, ill, or 
commit Adultery, We think not of this when we 
meet without Call, and talk without Meaſure , that 
is, Gad abroad ( upon at moſt Tithe of Mint and 
Annis ) and neglet at whom Juſtice and Mercy : 
ics not onely our duty to fill up every ſpace of our 
Time with imployment, but with imploymene moſt 
Noble; that our choice. for the uſe of Time be 
with judgment, till the leſſer co give way to the 
oreater, 

But Fourthly, That you may redeem Time, Do 
not over indulge or pamper the body , ſpare exceed- 
ings at meals ;, toadda Mealtothem that have none : 
not as onr Vulgar call ir, ata good time feat your 
poor Neighbours onely, but do this in the ſerious 
or habit of doing; abate ſomething daily, to relieve 
ſome poor family daily, Inlike-manner, ſpare time 
from your Bed to pive the more to your knees. 
Abridge an hour every night at leaſt, from bodily 
ſleep, to make you the more apt or ready for your 
eternal reſt. Think how many hours is fit under your 
circumſtances of labour, to give the body and ſpirits 
reſt from buſineſs, and ſeverely require the -= for 

evoti- 
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devotion. Thus much for my Body, and thus much 
for my Soul : this will make youecarly with God on 
hisday ; and at midnight to prevent the night-watches 
with medication on him. 

Laſtly, Redeem Time not onely for duties of De. 
votion, but alſo to beinthe SPIRIT of thoſe Ds. 
ries, it is not ſufficient to ſpend Time in prayer or me- 
ditation, if the Spirit of the work be abſent, Dead 
Drink, when your Wine hath loſt its Spirit, or Salt 
his Sayour, hath but a dead acceptance with us, and 
leſs with God. The very Duties command:d, were 
by God abhorred, when the Spirit of thoſe Duties 
was wanting ; to be at Prayer, at Reading, at Hear- 
ng, at Meditation, at Fafting, at the Lords-T able 
without being in the ſame Spirit that the holy men of 
God was,when in theſe ſervices will be as uſeleſs as was 
theirs. 1/a. 58. 1,2, 3. They ſought God daily, and 
delighted to know his ways, arking for the ordinances 
of Fuſtice, and took pleaſure in approching ts Ged, ſay- 
ing, wherefore have we faſted, and thou ſeeſt not, and 
eftiifled our Soul, and thox takeſt no knowledge , They 
took time for the Duties, but redeemed nortime for 
the fpiritual ends of theſe Duties, reſted in the ſervice, 
for the ſervice ſake, and there propoſed their reward, 
not doing all for their Lords ſake, in obedience to him. 
Oh therefore be entreated to redeem Time to frame 
your ſelyes, as well for the preparationto be in the Spi- 
ric of the Duty, as to redeem Time for the Daty it 
felf. Tleaveall co conſideration, and paſs to the 34th. 
Sign of dying to Godlineſs. 
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CHAP, XXXIV, 
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Shewing the ſad eftate of ſuch as take more care for a 
great Trade, then 4 good Heart : Demon#trating 
that right Religion will be as careful to the Duties 
of the firſt Table, as ſecond ; with four marks of an 
out-ſide Profeſſor, and three Canſes why Houſe: work 
is more minded then Heart-Work, with ſome helps 
how Chriſtians may keep alive their firſt love-heat to= 
wards Religion. 


SI GN XXXIV, 
rn a watchfal care of agod'y Life and 


Chriſtian conver[ation, is more accidental 
then habitual. 

When a Spirit of indifferency to the higheſt con» 
cern in the World, namely, Religios or a godly Life 
and converſation, is Our buſineſs by the bye, and not 
in the ſerious or habit of it that is minded and purſued 
at pleaſure, as great Perſons do their Hawks and 
Hounds, take great pains now and then, bur not as a 
daily trade and concern. This frame brings ſuch un. 
der this Sign: For as it is evident in the growing 
Chriſtian, che more Communion he hath with God, 
the more he thirſts for, the deeper he goes, the (weet. 
er he feels it, and finds it, dying daily to what he once 
lived molly , maintaining the ſavour and reliſh of 
Heaven with increaſes, counting all affairs and buſi. 
neſs whatſoever ,ſubſervient to this. But ſuch as ler go 
this hold, and ſeldom think of God or Religion, watch 
for a great Trade more then a good Heart, r = 

abit 
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Habit more then a rich Conycrſation, fear and love, 
to God and man, taught by the precept of man. This 
is adying ſtate, and will without ipeedy recovery end 
deſolate. The beſt of Men, in the beſt of their watch- 
ful care for a God-like life, need daily to pray for par. 
don of the imperfeRiqns of cheir beſt endeavours , 
and that God wonld through Jeſus the Advocate, over- 
look what is ſhort, and accept the ſincerity of their 
heart, che root of the matter being their beſt ſecond, 
This doubtleſs is the meaning of Davids prayer, Lord 
Judge me according to the integrity of mine heart : his 
Converſation was not without ſlips, but it was with- 
out his hearr, Herein do I exerciſe my ſelf ( or make 
it my Trade) to have always a Conſcience void of 
offence both towards God, and towards all men, that 
is, both to the duties of the firſt Table and ſecond : 
for true Religion will be as watchful to give God his 
due with the in-fide, as Man his due with the out. ſide. 
It were well if all Profeſſors could thus approve their 
hearts, that bleating of Sheep, and lowing of Oxen, 
| would not be fo much beard as it is, butthere are a 
Generation that are more ſhew then ſabſtance ,, and 
it is t00 too much to be feared when weighed in the 
ballance will be found wanting; ſuch may be known 
by theſe few marks. 

Firſt, They make the greateſt ſhew and noiſe on 
days of ſolemneſt Deyotion, hanging down the Head 
dejeRting the countenance, like 7/rae! of old, prof 
miſe great things at ſuch a time; Go thow near, and 
bear all that the Lord our God ſhall ſay, and ſpeak thou 
anto 1 all that the Lord onr God ſhall ſpeak unto thee, 
and we will hear it and do it, Here is a flouriſhing 
out-ſ\ide, but its far from the heart, as evidently ap- 
pears by what return God that knows the heart 
makes, ſaying, 7 have heard their words, they have well 


ſpoken 
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fpoken all that they have ſaid, Ob that there were ſach 
an heart in them, to fear me and keep my Command» 
wents always. I fear I ſhall find ſo little of their heare 
in what they have promiſed, that at the next trial of 
ſcarcity for Bread or Water, tbey will murmur, 

Secondly, Such talk moſt of Religion, when it is 
leaſt coſtly, or moſt in faſhion, Yes, and ina&s of 
publick Charity, outdo their equals in eſtate, eyen 
the ſincere, one meaſuring applauſe of Men, his rule 
to pive by, the other making Judgment, his rule to 
give by, Nonectied Heſann, to day, more loud then 
they, chat cried away with him, Cracific him to mor- 
row. Now a truly growing Chriſtian is as well re- 
joyced with Chriſt ina Priſon as in a Palace, 

Thirdly, Such when they havelitcleelſe co do, will 
be moſt publick to the it aan in Family du- 
ties of Devotion: ſcarce allow one bour all the Week 
from their labour, for any ſeryice, but Bed and Board: 
yet now ſo zealous, as paſſeth for Godin the form 
it may be big with acknowledgment of their Plenty, 
and what good they will do with ic ; but the next real 
neighbour ( where Intereſt is not in the bottom ) that 
comes to try them a few days, for leſs then the tithe 
of what lieth ſecure in their Chriſt : Yer, itlies ſo 
near their heart, that «n excuſe of near affinity to a 
down right Lie, ſhall block up the way ; and becauſe 
Conſcience ſhall ſay little, it ſhall be ſmothered with 
one excuſe or other, like theſe, Charity begins at 
home. I know not how ſoon | may want it my ſelf,cc. 

Laſtly, Such whoſe care is more accidental then 
habitual, may be known by this mark alſo, they can 
well diſpenſe with a conniviavce what Religion they 
are of, when it will probably tend to the leſſening 
their trade or reputation among men , not mattering 
or minding the loſs, may hence accrue to a 
while 
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while ſome cried, Lord fife thou up the light of thy 
Conntenance upon us ; others cry, who will ſhew vs 
afy good, Theſe are fach under theſe marks, as 
meaſuring themſelves by chemſelves; ſay they are 
ſpiritanlly rich, and have need of nothing, while they 
are wretchid, miſerable, blind and naked. But I ſhall 
paſs ro forme Cauſes of this Decay, briefly what may 
be aſlipned as anoccaſton for this defe&, 1, Senſu- 
alicy or living by fenſe. 2. Aecounting Religion by 
halves, or thinking the form without power 
ſafficient, 3. Low apprehenſions of an hereafter 
ſtare. Senſaality or living by ſenſe, Faith and ſenſe are 
dire& oppoſites: where the one dwells, rhe other 
cannot dwell; one will have dominion , and ſenſe 
ſpeaks londeſt here, and thinks all well while Trade 
proſpers; Sox! rake thine eaſe. My reſtisin preſence 
injoyments , I find and feel ſweetneſs there, more 
then in all hereafter promiſes. preſent poſſeſſions 
pierce the ſenſes more, then all that can be faid of 
Heaven it ſelf. 

From hence men have no more obligation to be 
Religious,then what ſerves Intereſt and ſuits with opi- 
nion : for take but away Faich ina happineſs to come ; 
and you have no more hold to make you God-like, 
then a drowning man that hath catched a Reed, as 
the nexc ſhift to keep bim from ſinking, 

Secondly, Accounting Religion by halves, or think- 
ing the form without power ſufficient. This hath 
and doth carry many Souls Captive, and placeth them 
upon a groundleſs confidence, raking part for the 
whole, a large profeſſion without poſſeſſion, crying 
louder, the Temple of the Lord, the Temple of the 
Lord. Then he who indeed can moſt ſo approve him- 
ſelf unto God, It is Satans device to keep any back 
from the form of Religion; for the form ought ro 
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be, and is honourable in its place; alſo his malice to 
cauſe any reſt onely herein the form, both muſt go 
together ſhell and kernel , empty baggs will not pur- 
chaſe Lands, Lord we have eat at thy Table, and thou 
haſt taught in our ſtreets, and in thy name we have done 
many twonderful works. Depart ( ſaith Chriſt ) for 
all this you are workers of mmiquity, You are great 
ſayers, bur litcle doers, behold the days come [aith the 
Lord, that I will puniſh all them that are circumciſed 
with the uncircumciſed, Edom, Moab, and Ammon, 
for all theſe are uncircumciſed in fleſh, and the houſe of 
Iſrael are wncircumciſed in heart, Jer. g. 25, 26. From 
hence its moſt clear, that Form and Power muſt go 
together . and woe be to one when alone, 

Burt Thirdfy, Another cauſe why a podly Life and 
Chriſtian converſation is more accidental then habi- 
. tual may bechis, Low apprehenſions of an hereaiter 
ſtate. When thoſe two preat truths Heaven and 
Hell are not belicyed to be in their yerity, nor ſo ap- 
prehended, where remotely believed, as the greateſt 
of glory or good, and the greateſt of woe or bad. 
It hath like <feRts upon ſuch ſabjeRts as the Angels 
meſſage had upon Lots fonsin Law, they preach, up 
pet you hence, for the Lord will deſtroy this place. 
Burt all ſeemed tothem like Idle Tales, they believed 
not the meſlage, till they felt the flames; and now 
it is too late, theSermon is ended, and the ſeaſon is 
oyer, Nothing keeps a Chriſtian in his firſt heat like 
the maintaininglarge apprehenſion of hereafterGlory; 
For you had compaſſion of me in my bonds, and took joys 
fully the ſpoiling of your goods , ( Whence came this 
great change ) Know in your ſelves that you have in 
Heaven, a better and an eduring [nbſtance. Heb.10.3 4. 
I ſhall leave this co conſideration, and fo paſs to the 
35th, Sign of dying to Godlineſs. 

CHAP. 
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CHAP. XXXV. 


Setting forth the different ends of labonr for Temporal 
and triie bread, that ts, to be inonreye, and that 
our calling s not to take 1 off our high calling. 
with three Cauſes why Cart for neceſſaries, prevails 
beyond care for neceſſities, 
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Hey care for your body is uſually miſt 
pleaſarit , and care for your ſoul uſually 
moſt irkſome. | 
The light of the underſtanding is now certainly 
grown very dim, when chief careruns in the wrong 
Channgl. As theSoul. concern is much more of true 
value then the body; ſo it calleth for much more of 
our ſervice. But it may be yery meet, firſt, to £x- 
plain theſe two terms in the Sign, . Soul and Body ; by 
Soul here [| would be underſtood, whole man conſi- 
dered in his ReſurreQion ſtate, and by Body, whole 
man in his preſent ſlate. No man except he bea 
Bruit, buc believeth that he ſhall be as compleat man 
in Body, Soul, and Spirit hereafter ( though firſt 
worms may eat his fleſh ) as he is at his beſt ſtate , ſo 
here now tor preſent, 

Buc furcher, By Soul and Body I would alſo be un- 
deritood, Man conſidered as one that knows he ſhall 
live buta few years act moſt here, and after this life is 
ended, live in ſpiritual joy or Torment hereafter, 
This premiſed, here are two parts to be provided for; 
and ch:t as matrer of Duty, one is a temporal Parts 
te 
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the other is an erernal-part, - F ood andffgiment we 
owe 2v#'@'dew Debt, -which-both God andNature re- 
quires us to-puy ; and co tha end it is as lawful cotake 
cate-byinduſtry; cocarn-wages tor the relier of, Na» 
/ | tures-neceffifies, as it-is to avoid Poiſon, for fear it 
; | ſhould annibilace-ghe whole man. - Hence it is called 
| inScripture,. a Labour, and the hand of the'giligent i; 
; | ſaid to-make rich, 'and Taleneſs to cloth. with Rage. 
And-therefore faith our bleſſed Apoſtle, we hear there 
#rd- ſome among yon are Tale, not working at all, Now 
them that are(nch, we command and exhort by our Lerd 
feſme Chriſt, that with quietneſs they work and eat their 
8 oWn Bread. 1 Thel, 3, 11, 12., Anahe that provi- 
deth | not for his own, namely, them of bs Family hath 
denied the Faith -, and i Worſe then an Infidel. All 
this; 'it muſt needs be granted iorbids $lorbfrlneſs and 
makes hits Brother t0d preat” waſter, So thac Chriſt 
; Jeſus-when he ſaith in Fobn 6. 27, Labour not for that 
: meat that periſherh, bat for that meat which endareth 
to \ tverlafting life, doth: ner prohibic labour for pe» 
riſhing Meat ( no moreithen his ſaying, he was not 
/ | ſent bur:ro'the loſt ſheep of the houle of Yſrael, in- 
|| tends nor'any benefit, at any time cothe Gorriles ) 
but:corre&s that grand extream, in our toylingto 
early--up riſing, and late going to bed, and eating the 
bread of caretulneſs from-a wrong Principle, and by 
a wfonp'end; that is, not' (ſo labouring ia the plea- 
lure' of indultry, becauſe God commands it, { which 
is the right Foundation of all Action ) But becauſe of 
theſweet profic char follows this labour in conjunRion, 
with'a covetous defire to be great, racher then good, 
ſvicable co that Spiritin Chriſts crime, Yerily 7 ſay un- 
* JN to you, ye ſeek, me nt, becanſe ye ſaw the miracles; 
" | bat beeanſe' ye did eat of the loaves, and were filled. 
This alſo-appears, may be to a wrong etid, a for ge! 
"0 $ | leſs, 
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leſs, Gods end.is, that man, labour-thas they mains 
tain, g90d, works tor neceflary.uſes ; cit heing more for: 
Gods honour co give, then4p zectave.. /Now340 labour 
for persſhiog meat, for meazs ſake onely is below the 
principle of. a Heayen-boxn man; -whei doth all by 
Rule, and, for. the ſake of the:Ruler,| Bur again; :ﬆs 
labour is commanded and laugable for perifhing things, 
in. its. place, the wiſderm of aGhriftiney andindeed 
his [ntereltlies in this, to ſort his labour49) bis work , 
God. hath given, man here, a-Calling.or,Trade;-and 
a bigh, Calling or more noble; Trade. -. The firſtis to 
work with ſujcable diligence: for neceſlaries or: things 
that we cannot well want, /.as to our well being, the 
ſecond. js, co work for neceſlities or things thatmult 
be, without which our being is taken away , 1w& may 
live fora little without common bread; and wecan 
butdie to the Grave for wart of the ſrait of the field; 


but: for want of true Bread; We ſhall periſh or be tors! 


mented jn Hell to all Eternity, $0 that--our bleſſed 
Lord, rebukes that extream in his words tO Afarths, 
who doubtleſs did well, in her place, had ſhe Rodd 


there ; for ſhe was making ready Chriſts Dinner, but: 
tayerh outher ſelf more then the ſeryice of right could 


call for, which occaſions theſe words of Chriſt; u4{ar+ 
tha, Aartha, then art careful and tronbltd aboutimea 


»”7 ring. but one thing 5. needfwl, She: was: bye: 


cumbred, or took too, much pains; too njuch of her 
Spirit and Meditation bended that way:, Ahelefc little 
or 80. room for better thoughts, but wes givenap as 
it were to mind this, while a matter ſa weightys; calls 
for the whole of our {irengch and might, -. ba ſhut 
lerve the Lord thy God With all thy. heart," and with all 
thy ſoul, and with all thy myg ht. 

Now this extream, reduceth Chriſtians.to.this dy» 
ing frams, . And from hence, care for their badies - 

| mo 
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moſt-ptealant; -and care 'for cheir ſouls moft* prinful, 
that :ig}-days-ih one, is\lefs irkſom chen runs in'the 
others Bur (hall Tpeak more of this it} the Cauſe 
and Cure,:. 'Which-tazy be reduced to thefe three 
heads/- + 2 gnorance what 'a frail body: ih its belt 
eſtace' we thus labourfor. '2. Want of underſtand. 
0g of 'yhara"rcal worth a ſonſs weal'is hereafter. 
5; Want of underſtanding of the irrepairable woe of 
a SOnislofs hereafrer. 

Fir{tz-iphofrance what afrail body inits beſt eftace 
we thus labour for. If the husband: man'was fure 
that afcer all bis toy! of Plowing, Harrowing, Tilfage, 
and Coſt an Enemy ſhould Reap, it would rertainly 
t EF cool hiscourage, and take off tharedp: thac whets on 
' I his Spirit, in-good hopes ro enjoy a deſirable Crop, 
| | How-eaſily may this propofition be reduced into pra- 
- | Rice? -How many careful Sox/- Robbers, while world- 
d 


ly induſtrious Fathers, toylearly and late, tofſert that 
ſon onſhorfe back, who rides but the faſter, to enrich 
and puff-up wich Pride the young, up tt: are Tavern 
and "Ale-houle owner > How many greedy Husbands, 

thac grutiged themſelves reft in the night; crying, 

when will-ir'be day, tharrhey may add henſe to houſe, 

and. \land tb land; and when a fair poflelor is thus 
raked zopether, then comes-Death and arreſts them, 

ad admits a'ſtranger to enioy what they thus Sweat 
nd Toyled for; the like- may be ſaid of the miſera- 
ble ſcrapinp- Mother, that robbeth her Servants back 
ad bowels with pinching Hunger, all which in juſt 
adgmentroher, is but laid up foPa firanger, Theſe 
[oſtances the wiſe preacher comments upon Fecl. 4.8. 

There 17 one alone; and theve is not a It econd, yea he hath 
wither Child nor Brother, yet x there m endof all bn 
ys Wabour, neither 1s his epe ſatisfied with Riches, neither 
vis N/aich for whom he doth labowr and bereave his Sonl of 
oft 7 BY Good, 
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Good," "Th is alſo Vanity;"yea 56"v6 4 ſore Travel; 
and for remedy, che fame Preacher dothapplyithis; 
ſaying, 7hert' 35 nothing \betreb for mak; rhen'thatibe 
ſronld Eat" and Drink; aud make ts Sonlienfoy pood 
in his tubbar'; this alſo 1 ſaw'that'it was f-odrche bind 
6 God | | vi f 3 301 
4 Secondly; Want of underſtanding-what aveal worth 
a'Souls weal is hereafter.” Who if he! knew what he 
did, would loſe the bleſſed company of Almighty 
God, the Lord Jeſus Chriſt; ebe holy! Spurit; \ the 
elet Anvels, and plorified Saints for everand ever. 
And this exchange tobe made for fo corruptible a 
thing as Gold and Silver, which God doth not forbid 
in its uſe, but abuſe; while we keep'it:ander asa 
Servant, and not let it raign as a King; itis'allow. 
able; But to do pood aud to communicate. + Forget 
not forthiith ſuch Sacrificet, God m'well pleaſed. 
And for'this' very end is ſubſtance lent: us, not 'to 
ſpend upon'our Luſts, would we therefore be re. 
covered from this Decay, where it is |begun , or 
prevent it where like'to come ; We muſt then. 1a- 
bour with all our might for an enlighteneduunder- 
Nanding in the precious worth of a ſaved Soul , 
this was the pitch unto which the holy Apoſtle in 
his primitive love for the Zpheſian Church, Chap. 
16. 18, .reached afcer, wherefore, I ceaſe nt to 
give thanks for you, making mention of you 6 my 
prayers, that the eyes of your underſtanding being 
enlightened, that ye may know what 1 the hope of his 
calling, and what the riches of the glory of his mheri« 
tance: among the Saints, Oh-1 Could we: but con- 
ceive what” a gain it is, for our Souls to dwell with 
God for ever, we would omit no care and diligence to 
make our calling and election ſure, | 
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Thirdly;-\ Want of underſtanding of therirrepair< 
able woe :of:a' Souls loſs bercafter, that lofeth;God, 
and:getteth Damnation... Tell me Chriltan, whoin 
his righe- wits, would +sſe early, and fit vp late, and 
toyl all the-year, like the Zgyptian Brick: makers ; 
for the reward of a tovtwring Death, or to be Says 
aſnnatr;- or Rofted one Gridtlron ? How much worſe 
HB L L2 The loſgofa S OU L cannot be valued, 
go'\price"can be ſec-againR -ie; nothing but the 4/000 
if Gat" could rredeem (itt; and therefore ſaith our 
Lord; "3 hat-[ball it profit a man to gain the whale 
world; and: looſe his «own Sonl, © or what: ſpall a 
wan ghue inexchange for his Sonl, The Wiſcom 
of God could find no price co purchaſe a Soul out 
of | Helb in this World , therefore isthe loſs irre- 
pairable ; and yet- for this woeful ſtate do many 
Labour ,. and Weary themſelves to commit Iniquity ; 
daring God to damn them ; as if their: Judpmene 
ſlepty! or\+Damnation flambered, Now the good 
Lord bleſs theſe three Cautions to every conſiderate 
Reader; and ſo I paſs to tbe 36th, Sign of dying 
to Godlineſs. y 
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Proving ſolemn and ſet times of.» /Meaitateun, one efſen- 

. tiad to the being of Chrytiavisy., ſpewing of. 9that 
efficaſie. to our beginning , "perſevering, and. ending 
in Godline(s- Meditation 1, With Diretizons en: what, 
Fowr Objetts, we are to place. our Mearbationgs alſo 
ſhewing. three bleſſed aguantages it brongs;, 'with s 
deſcription-what right Aegitation ts, and; direftion 
abont fitteſt time and place for this excellent, Soul. 
enriching wark, 


. - 
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\ | [ Hey you are much a Sirauger tothe prafti- 
cal part of Meditation on the wopd and works 

bf God, b 
How eſſential Meditation is, for onely to a Chriſti- 
ans well being bur to his very being, may appear 
upon deep enquiry , it being one of the great leſſons 
God pives in charge to his redeemed, expecting they 
ever covtinue in the practice of ſo preat a blefling , 
inſomuch that no finner can be faid to begin well, 
or rightly break off his ſins by Repentance under God, 
bat by the means of Meditation. Till a tour-hearted 
Rebel begins to ſtand Niill, and to think, what am I a 
doing ? Whither am I a going ? What will be the'end 
of. this my ſinful Trade? There is no hopes of 'Refor- 
mation, therefore ſaith God of 7eſwram, They ave a 
Vation void of Conneel, neither i there any nnderftand- 
ing in them, oh that they were wiſe , that they unaer- 


food this, that they would confider their latter = 
that 
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that is, that they would but ponder or meditate on 
the dreadful effeRs that will follow this their way and 
doings. In the 5o Pſalm, you have a notable paſſage 
added, as the eſſentiaKeſt remedy to a dolefal com. 
plaint. 'verſe 19, 20, 21. T hou giveſt thy mouth to 
evil, thy Tonghe frameth decir, thou fitteft and ſprake 
iſt ag aint rhy Brother, and ſlandereſt thine own Mo- 
thers* Sow; Theſe things haſt than done, and Tkepr þ- 
tent,” thog"thong hteſt was ' altogether ſuch an one as 
thy ſeff, So that here it is clear, they had ſinned 'un- 
der: ſuch Aggravations as had turned them into per- 
fet Atheiſme, they chonghe God like themſelves. 
Well, here is the difeaſe, and it is next to Mortal, 
What is the remedy God in mercy preſcribes ? wer /e 
22. Now Conſider this, ye that forget God, left T tear 
you in pieces; There is but one medinm between you 
and utter deſolation, and that is, ſtand till, and be-+ 
think your ſelves, before my fury break forth like 
fire that none can quench, 

Dneft. But why is Meditation ſo powerful an adyan« 
tage $0 the reforming a Rebelto God. 

AnſW. Becauſe none but fuch as ate ſtark Mad, 
ont. of their Wits, will run into a Caldron of Boylins 
091, which will certainly deſtroy them in an lnitanr, 
Thus do they and much worſe, that run in a way of 
fin, andco Meditate or conſider whither they are run- 
ning, is the effecualleſt way for Remedy; and 
indeed that without which remedy can never come. 

But Secondly , As it is impoſſible to begin: well, 
except. this rule of Meditation be ſubmitced unto. - In 
like manner, itisimpoſſible to continue in well doing, 
without continuing in this Duty of Meditation, nor 
now and then by fits and girds, but all the day lonp. 
Foſh.. 1. $. Thi bookof. the Law, ſhall. not depart ont 


_ of thy month, bat thou (ball meditate therein day and 
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night, { mark that ) and why. day and night (mark 
thar alſo ) chat thor masft obſerve to do arterding 20 all 
that is written therein; and then ſhall all/thy way be 
proÞeron, and thou ſhalt have good ſucceſs. 

Leſsthen thisis not caught, hence, That Meditation 
day. and night on the word and works of, God, is the 
onely means to keep up in its vigour..and burning; 
beams , the glorious and defirable apprehentions of 
God, and longings with. increaſes after God. - Its a 
Duty carries with it ſo much of crue Dignity; that 
nothing buc Ignorance keeps Chriltians from being 
rayiſhed wich deſire after it, , What brings the heart 
to God, but Meditation ? What makes (in continue 
ro appear finſul, but Meditation ? What keeps up af- 
fedion to God, but Meditation ? W hat makes grace 
and glory continue to appear amiable, but Meditation? 
What makes Goſpel-ordinances the way to Glory 
appear eaſie and light, though to the fleſh otherwiſe 
burdenſom, but Meditation ? In a word, its eſſential 
to our ending well, without which we can never per. 
ſevere with that true courage, and conſtant ſerenity, 
When David comes todeſcribe the trae bleſſed man, 
he tells us, its one that in Gods Law doth meditate 
day and nighc; this makes him like a. Tree, - planted 
by the River (fide, which bringeth forth his4fruit in his 
ſeaſon, whoſe Leaf doth not tade, and whatſoever he 
doth ſhallproſper. To bea ſtranger here, then, muſt 
need; render us in a dying frame. . By this time.truſt 
you are convinced of the neceflity of continual .Medi- 
ration from the conſideration of tlie adyantage or lots 
by doing ar omitting. Gale + 

[t may be asked now ſeeing Meditation muſt de con- 
ſiant day gnd night,; on what: QbjeRs. muſt chis Me- 
di:xion be. placed ? | < 
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- M*(»4 Yirlty On (G06, Let- your MgGtation. be. 
placed on God, as the Fogntain of your all, eye-him 
in- this Dutyy-.as-the Founder of that vait fabrick of 
Heaven, Earth; the Seas, andall that liveth jn theme 

Secoadly,--On the .Lord Jeſas Chriſt,  Lec- your 
Meditayon be- placed, remembring from what glory. 
he came for your fakes,-, whatcurſe be took, upon bim 
for your fakes , and.whar be is now performing by 
way of Mediatorſhip for your ſakes. 

Thirdly,;. On your Daties and Frailties meditate. 
Pſal. 119 15. 99, 1 will meditate on thy precepts, thy 
T eftimonies are my Meaitations,' Lord ! what is Many 


' that then' art mindful of him, or the Son, ef Man, 


that they viſiteſt him Verity,” every Mas in hu beft 
eſtate, ts altogether vanity. Lord make me to know 
my end, - and the meaſure of - wy days, what it ts, that 
1 may know how frail 1 am, | 

Fourchly,” Meditate on-the ordinances you practice, 
or have ſubje&ted unto, Let' no command pals you 
without aſerious ſight, by a pondering Meditation 
into-the ſpiritual Auchor; Uſe; and End of that com- 
mandtment.. - We looſe che Spirit or Marrow of many 
a duty--and priviledge, for want of a narrow enquiry 
inco-the, meaning ofthat duty; it was cafie for //rae! 
to perform the ſervices yearly, ſome hundreds of years 
afcer\the Inſtitution,” and never the better.if they did 
omit enquiring intothe uſe-and end of thoſe ſervices, 
by way of- Meditation, 

Go not to any ſolemn. duty, as Prayer, hearing 
the word Preached, readiop the holy Scriptures, the 
Lords-Supper, Faſting, or any other ſolemn part of 
Gods-worſhip,, without. ſolemn meditation whither 
you-are going, and. why; and ſo doing, theo God 
will bleſs you with the inſtituted endof thoſe appoint- 
ments you are jn the praQtice of, Put it mdy be m 
e 
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ed: again, what is meamby practical Meditation; and 
ws oe Ph vi 5 4s, b. 11 

Anſvv. By practical meditation is meant # reducing 
univerſals into particulars, for what is always a duty 
in thegenera}, muſt tokeep it alive in the ſpirit of it, 

be reduced into particulars; -elſe a conſtant form, may 

loſe the power; it is therefore doubtleſs, eſſential to 

the well being of every Chriſtian, chat according ts 
the circamſtances of his-condition in the World, he 

ſer certain time, or times aparr, ſuch a day, ſucha | 

part of that day on purpoſe-afide, from att wordly, 

or religious buſineſs elſe, onely to this ſerious practi- 

cal work of Meditation 6n ſome one, or ſuch like 

paſt particulars premiſed already, The next queſtion 

may be. 

Dneft. 4. But why muſt we thus meditate, as to 

| object, ſubjeR, and Time, 

Axfw. Firſt, Becauſe it will make it become habitu- 
al y pleafant & delightful.Secondly,Becauſe itwill make 
it become perpetually profitable, Thirdly, Becauſe 
at all times, and in all conditions, doing every work 
m 2 dew deliberate weight of Meditation , brings 
Heaven to us inthe earneit of it, before it carry us to 
Heaven in the full poſſefſion of it. Afifth queſtion 
may be this, | 

Oneſt, 5. But what is this Meditation, that is fo 
highly extolled ſo univerſally eſſential and proficable ? 
And how muſt we ſet about it, and when may we be 
faid to be in the practical part of it? 

Az. It isnot the bere thinking on truths,and rowling 
them in the underſtanding, and memory,by way of pr» 
and cox, with a common acceptance, from 4 common 
apprehenſion of truths neceſſary uſefulneſs ; becauſe 
thus may perions imploy their cogirations without any 

. roote 
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rootd ddvitmape,” and ihiusfar and farther, undoubr- 
edly went the thorny ground heirers, for; they beard 
Gods worrll nbd anon With joy received it, which could 
mot be without ſome over-aQts of Meditation; - Bur 
they did not ſo Chew uport ir, asto turn all the facul- 
fes'bf Soul, fro the Tmape orfixeneſs of it,” 1: There- 
fore'a$ it is not this, ſo by way of Affirmation 3" v e. 
ditation rithdy conſidered,” It is to bring effential 
wraths about" certaia Salvation, or certain Damnation 
ſnropradtice. 

For if the' truth of theſe, in their moſt- compre. 
henſive fenſe poſſibly attainable into Credence, be 
not premifed as a forerahner to prepare way for this 
bleſſed pneſt Meditation, Tt will have but like accep- 
rance as a King, in the habitand Equipage of a Cons- 
mom Man':; becauſe though really a King of great 
eſtate and dignity ; yet being not ſounderitood by us, 
meets not with that reception from us, ſo Meditati- 
on, clintt = it is a carrying truths from the Head, 
down to the Heart, and calling into a moſt ſolemn 
Conncel, all the Powers of the Soul, retired into the 
Cabinet of Confideration from every other .debate 
or bufineſs whatſoever, and a continuance till ie turns 
(like the Churming of Milk ) all its truth into thy 
Blood and Spirits, and from thence into life and pra- 
Qice; Juſtas the contemplation of the wicked, upon 
wicked objets, makes them burn with Luſt in their 
inward' man, tilla vent into aRtion,, it hath paſlige ; 
they think of, or meditate on wicked obje&sin the 
Niphr, 'ahd' when the Morning awakes they a@ it. 


"'P/al.' 34.” I ſhall explain chis rigbr Medication, what 


If is,” by this experiencedſimilitude; A Certain Man 
hath'an Arm' or Lep fallen into a ſlight hare, which 
beirtp tincoriterned about, it feſtererh, and ſo breaks 
his 'teſt night and day, thatirs now high time to _ 
or 
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for advice, which upon yiew- of the: premiſes, tells 
him; 'rhis Member maſt'be cut off, or his Life muſt 
pay fot-4t/; this ſorely amuſeth the Man: on one 
hand be'feeleth Anguiſh and'Fears , theTflue on the 
other hand, -he dreads the extremity and loſs of Saw. 
ing off a Member ; upon. the; whole, he' enters into 
ſach « deliberate conſideration or meditation; as you 
may weil imapine, takes in the whole councel of his 
inward 'parts, and from-ſenſe of pain onpne hand, 
and danger on the other hand; his vital/heat is fo 
augmented, that upon the'whole, a reſoiution is taken 
to ſubmit himſelf ro the parting with that Member, 
neer and dear, in value,- beyonda Kingdom, rather 
then bazard Life ; this is the trueſt motive, : Gain of 
Heaven in its magnificent Good, or mar) of Hell 
among the Damned, in-its intollerable Bad, callsall 
the powers of the Soul to praRtical Meditation ; and 
this is that that you may call RIGHT MEDIT A» 
TION, $0 that it is not a bare thinking, or meer 
imployment of the Brain, or improvement of the me- 
mory , from the apprehenfion of Truth, -as Truth 
barely, but as efſentially good, and the one thing 
needful, without which, the perſon muſt periſh, chac 
gives not true acceptance or entertainment to this 
powerful Daty in the underſtanding. 

neſt, But it may now be asked, . whatmay be the 
fieceſt time and place for the performance of this great 
Duty of- Meditation ? 

Anſw, Its certainly needful chat Chriſtians pitct1 
their ſee time, ſo the work be done, .andatime be 
allotted for the work; God in mercy'to the various 
conditions of Chriſtians; hath not limited'it-co juit 
this or that day, or hour, But from hence lets beware 
of omiſfion, the time being at ourchoice, doth not 
allow a prohibition of the Duty, but rather calls for 
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a more'p reſigriation £0-the' Duty ; .if a man 
hach: doe 'you a fignal kindneſs , his leaving thank- 
ful acknowledgment to, your eboice, as tatime and 
meafure'is no! Argument to damp your Spirits, - bur 
rather ianonate them-cothe more noble return... And 
now having xeſolyed.upon the ſet times, andthat no- 
ching:common_ſhall alter .you, Thenext work is co 
ſay ſomething about the fitteſt place for this Service ; 
Burt: firſt (pive me leave to adviſe you in Humility, to 
be frequentin,tbis work ; do notlet your times be of 
long" diſtence , leſt that: occafion {irgngeneſs, or a 
freezing 'of the Aﬀecions, and make thee alſo lefs 
apt or skilfuh-jn- it, which in time, may end in; cooling 
thy Spirits-.to chat degree of barrenneſs, that at 
length its wholly become a burden without delight, 
and fo what once was a Soul-ras/ing Dnty after God 
and Heaven, is by this means become a Soul. lorhing 
Service, 

Now asto the fitteſt place for this Duty, the exam- 
ple of Chriſt- Jeſus, is certainly our beſt rule in this 
matter, who was wont often to be retired into ſome 
Garden, Mount or other ſolitary place, dark i. 35. 
to: be retired from fight and noiſe, and converſe with 
all: company, is doubcleſs fitteſt place to meet God ; 
therefore it is ſaid of 7ſach, he went forth as. he was 
wont ar the evening Tide; . Oh the rich advantage 
and Banquet hat this prepares for us in its ſolemn and 
frequent uſe. None knows it but ſuch as have felr it 
by experience; and all ſuch will with me conclude, 
be'is:deeply a dying. ro Godlineſs , that is a itranger 
co this practical ' part of; Meditation on the word 
_ and workiof God, I ſhall paſs this: Conſider what 
have faid; and the Lord give you underſtandingin 
all things. Amen, 
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Shewiny that in the true belief of the to "Beaver 
and Hell, reſt the” Anthority of "Ret oh, nd what 
Tortiying Deaths many have thearfully thoſen for 
the ſhe of Heavin; with three Canſes why ſome At. 


cay in this [piritual frame. 
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\ \ [ Hen Communicatios about Heavens Fo) 
and Hells Terror, bath leſs Iaſttug mpreſ- 
fron 13 Duties of Obeazence to God and Man, then 


anolds Wives Fable, 

In the crue belief of theſe two preattruths, relts 
the Authority of Religion, take the ſenſe of them 
away, and you take away the hedge of Government, 
and Bounds of Chriſtianity, I wonld not be Religh: 
ous, and deny my ſelf of theſe pleaſing and{protitable! 
Objecs, ſaith many, were it not that I believe there 
is a Heaven of Joy Eternal, and a Hell of Terronr 
Eternal 'to''come : What elle indeed is; Religion, 
Man is born to Trouble, bis Life but a Span? 1 what 
can carry him above this; but: converfing! with the: 
Joys ro come, -A Barren-apprehenfion of this, leads 
to the height of A4thes/m, and turns os Braitifhs Here" 
after good, is fo defirableinits ſelf , that it hath carri- 
ed many beyond chemſelves; to theſe-paſſagevot robe + 
dience it doing and ſuffering, that are nexe toa\mira- 
cle; inſomuch, thar to admiration, perſors/have-gi- 
yen themſelves over as a free choice to thoſe T oremring 


Deaths, which nothing but the belief of a God, pod 
the 
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|: che Truth of an fereafter enjoyment with him, conld 
haye fead thera t00 ; Abraham was cartied Captiye 
 } upon, this very Pillar... Heb. 41. 9,10. Byte belief 

of, this -great Truth of hereafter glory; he ſsjourned 
iii. the: Land. of @ promiſe, 14. 3n a ftrange.Countrey, 
«4 | dwedling.. 3n T abernacles, with Haac and Jacob, Heirs 
gh with bym of #be ſame promiſes, Now, whence was 
/'Þ this, that he ſhould be. a. Stranger to. his own, in a 
'Þ Land of Lyberty'; the ſame Spirit that reports.it, gives 
for our .Legrningy' the reaſon of it; namely, Bec avxſe 

he looked for. a City, which hath Fomndations, whoſe 
builder and maker « God. Moſes while a Child; was 

jy | inveſted with Royal Priviledges, and choſen the adopt. 
] | ed.Sonof the Kings onely Daughter, wanting nothing 
6 that a Prices Court conld beſtow ; and if we may be- 
N F lieve Hiſtory;'\was nor like to be long without the 
Crown, bavinp the chief affection of the apparent Air, 

is; | yer no ſoonercames he to-nnderitanding of chat pre- 
n | ſent Princely Glory, 1n competition with what was to 
t; | come hereafter, and finding one could not ſtand under 
> || cheſe.circutnſtances with the other; what upon this 
e: | doth he) do? werſe 24, 25, 26. of the Chapter be< 
e' || forecited;' By. faith Moſes When he was come to years, 
refuſed 50 be calted the Son of Pharaohs Danghter, A 
very great piece of ſelf. denial; what! :Refuſe robe 
a Prinees-Son?. Bat that is nor all, for he inthis loſs. 
ce: | reſts! nora Negative Saofferer, Bat chooſeth rather to 
» | codare Aﬀiction with the People of Ged, then to enj1'y 
>: | the-pleaſareeof fin for a ſeaſon, Well! Heleaves the 
1+ | Courty and now betakes himſelf co the Sociery of a 
«) | contemptible- company of poor 7/yaeliter, that ſerved 
- | Pharaohs Tak-maſters, and were uſed with Rigour, 
- [| groaningunder their Burdens and Bondage ſo much, 
and relief to viſibility ſo faroff, that God onely muſt 
bring Plagues and Miracles upon the Land of Zg pr, 
or 
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janQuee-of afſurs, -and-und 
be ofbeenvenbic bt reproach for Chriſt, 

"Treaſure, andabe Arg . 
in avheds, - Fort bad Pedt to. } 
Reward, -abbat which, if-he had norha 
commnings ,- he cold: never. undevihar | 
made” himſelf ſo deſpicable- with' :that'affeCtiongte 
choice ;- as"preat a Teſtimony of the -prevelency. of 
this greac”; Argument of hereafter Jgy-;awe-have alſo 
in'the . 257þ.. verſe, of ſome that were Torgnred, nm 
accepting deliverance, Tyrmured, lImagine"they were 
drawn with:#/i1d- Horſer,, Limb from'Limby or Savy 
aſendey, or. laid upon 8 Hot Grid- Iron, or:run'through 
being Alive, - with a;ſtake fixed in the Ground,'' or tied 
up by tlie 'Hair of the Head to a Tree; tillifamiſhed 
with Eunger, or thrown'into a Veſlel :of Boy/ing- 
Oy, 'or' pulled -in pieces 'with Hot ' Pznceps,'' Or run 
chroagh-with Hot-1roxs ;- 'and at the-Tnftant of all 
theſe' crudlcies, -had deliverance offered upontonditi- 
ors, ' Eafie to the fleſh thus mangled, - yet did not.c00- 
ſent'to/ be freed from theſe cruelties, hav 'vhoy might 
obtain a bertey Reſurreftios, ' Thus wemay; behold as 
ina Glalz, to what a deptee beyond -ithemfelves in do» 
ing, and-/ ſufferings perſors- were- carvigd%ont* apon 
their belief of , and communications'abour” hereafter 
Glory; and it is asevidentboth in Scripetrezand Ex- 
perience,;. that where thei undertianding"iablinded to 
the ' knowledpe of theſegreat truths Ze%avemand Hel 
The Actions of fuch Men and Women, !are heyand 
common boands, Buiriſh; or Beaſtsike p/For inthe 
firit-of che | Kow4n2, verſe "26. downivatids, 7 beck 
Women.' did change the 'nataral aſe, ito tht which 1 
againſt Natnre; even the Men likewiſey lehving the 
natnrul 'nſe of the Woman, barxed wn their Loſt one t0+ 
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Siens of 4 Dying or decaying Chriſtian, 271 
whrd'another, Mt with Men, Working that which t; 
wnſeemly to be named, being filled with all worig htequf- 
weſs, | Formitation, -Witkeaneſs, Covetonſneſs, Mal: 
revfheſs, filled with Envy, Murder, Debate, Deceir, 
Malienity, whiſperert, Back titers, haters of God, 
Deſpitefnl, Proud; Boafters, Inventers of evilthingr, 
diſobedient to Parents; Who that reads his black [if 
would 'not contlude "Hell is broak looſe ? Now uport 
alittle farther enquiry, it will appear chis Helliſh 
Tribe came from blindneſs in their minds as to'the 
true God, verſe 23. And even as they did not like (et 
app*ove) ro retain God in their knowledge , therefore 
God pave them over to areprobate mind. We hayea 
ke TeRtimony for this, by the Apoſtle St. Pas. Eph: 
4.18) 19. of fome, who being pa#t feeling ( the force 
of ' Heaven or Hell inthe promiſe of the beſt of good, 
or 'threatninp of the worſt of bad,) gave themſelves 
over wntoLaſciviouſneſs to work all uncleaneſs with gree-* 
fineſs. * And as the grand Cauſe of all the Spirirof God 
adds this, having their nnderſtanaing darkened; being 
alitriaited from the” Life of God, through the Ignorance 
that Wain them, becanſe of the: blindneſs of ther heart, 
God and Heaven-ward | Let uvbitt alittle come down 
fo ' oie'! Own experience , -what dreadful Murders; 
Whoredoms , Sweating, Datnnifig" Oaths, - Thefts, 
Idolatrics, ' Witehctaſts, Adulteries , Drunkenoeſs, 
Revelling ;- and a'Miiltitiide of other worſe then beaft-' 
like ces re comimirred in our Land , againſt, 
ind" evenin coritempt of the Promiſes or Threatnings 
of Heaven and Hed i fo that in aword, non-commu- 
nicktion-with theſe'two ſtates,” opensthe Door to all 
manner of Licefitiouſneſs, and puts ſuch upon a poſt 
baſb pred into the 7aws of Hell,” of which, they are 
vo more feelingly aware, chen was Lots Sonin Law, 
who bever believed the Flames, till they irrecoverably' 
9337 T tele 


272 Signs of 8 Dying or decaying Chriſtian, 
'felr_ them co their endleſs Angoiſh,, fram which ke 
ſtate, the good Lord deliver us... Amen.. 

- Thus may, we, read the Bleſſed, and Woeful effes 
that mult inevitably follow, and do attend a conti- 
nued communing with Heaven and Hel, and a conti- 
nued eſtrangedneſs to ſuch high concerns. And how 
doch this call uponthe growing Chriſtian to double his 
diligence in making the Joys of Heaven, and Torments 
of Hell the conſtant objeQs of his Meditation? And 
bow. doth his alſo beſpeak the Dying Chriſtians are, 
wretched, Miſrratle, Poor, Blind, and Naked, what- 
eve: thoughts he may have of bimſelf, and calls upon 
him to Repent, and do his firſt works, by beingin a 
reſtleſs frame of Spirit, till he finds the Joys of Hea- 

yen, and Wocs of Hell ; the fervent objeRs of. his 

Meditation : otherwiſe, God will moſt certainly re. 
move his Candleſtick off his place for ever, except he 
repent, 

I ſhall now ſpeak of the Cauſes of this Decay-in 
Godlineſs, namely, why communications about Hea. 
vens Joys, and Hells Terrours, bath. leſs laſting. im- 
preſſion to' duties of Obedience, then an olds Wiyes 
Fable , and they are three, which being learned, may 
ſerve as ſignal helps to prevent this Decay, wherelike 
co.come, or remove it where begun. nc 

1. Unbelief. 2, Uunaptneſs. co\praQical Medita: 
tion. 3. Indiſpoſedneſs to feryent Prayer. -; /. 

Firſt , Unbelief., This is ſuch a Soul-Rarving (0, 
that it barrs up the way of Gods $pirit from doing 
any. mighty work ypon that heart, Thus prepofle 
Heaven, though the chiefeſt good.,in God, and Hed, 
though the chiefeſt bad, bears np force either to. de- 
ter or perſwade the Heart where Infidelity. dwells. 
AMat.T3.58. And he did not many mighty wor kg there, 


burguſe of their unbelief. A giving t0 Chriſt Jeſus, 
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."Shyw8 of 2" Dying vr deraying Chyiftian, 454 
Credeince in bis words and works, is the great Ton-lec 
to erue Laſting Joy, and calls upon Chriſtians to the 
bſe- of all poſſible means tha their Faith may increaſe. 
2'Thiſ.'2 3. 1 ave bound to give thanks to God al- 
ways for you Brethren , becauſe your Faith groweth 
extrrdingly ; and tht faſt foal live by bas Paith ; th 
faith 'hath nad thet'whole, We have acceſs by Faith, 
Thr» ffandeſt by Farth , by Faith Noah wade an Arb, 
and ſaved his Howſe, By Faith Abraham became « 
Stranger in the Lad of promiſe , by Faith Moſes far- 
ſock Egypt, and without Faith, its impoſſible to pleaſe 
o And he thar'believeth not, ſhall beDam- 
ned. 

Secondly, Unaptneſs to pracical Meditation: As 
Faith receives the Trath, ſo Meditation digeſts ic; irs 
the digeſture of rhe Food, that makes it turn co nou- 
riſhment, We lofe the benefit and rue advantage of 
mny a Sermon, for want of a Churnring itinto nou- 
riſhment by Meditation, And all they that heard 
it, wondred at thoſe things Which Was told them by the 
Shepbeards. But Mary kept all theſe ſoyinge. and 
pondered them in her Heart, or addifted herſelf to the 
habit of Meditation, From hence, her Heart became 
alodping place for her Lords ſayings Nothing cures 
Preaching into PraRice like this, the preat reaſon 
next to Unbelief,, why men hear ſo much, and profie 
ſolictle, is want of making what we hear our Medita- 
tio), or calling into Councel the inward parts, and 
pondering deeply there. 

Hetite cornes a laying to Heart, This makes the 
Itmpreffion take deep Root downwards, and bring 
fortly Fruit upwards, 

Hence, became Devid more wiſe then his Teachers, 
I bave move underſt anding then all iy Teachers, for thy 
Teftimonitt are my Meditation. _ He gave up himſelf 

2 eo 
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- 294 Signs of :6:Dying or dezaying Chriſtine; 
to. raeditate. this carried truth,, from his Head to his 
Heart, | 

. Hence, the bleſſed Father to his Son, x Tim. 4-15, 
gives. in charge as a moſt Soveraignremedy againſt Ig. 
norance, . or unprofitableneſs inthe Miniſtry... 2dedj- 
rate upon. theſe things, give thy. ſelf Wholly to. tham, 

(mark that ) ſo ſhall cby profiting appear co. all...; 
Thirdly, . A third Cauſe wby communication about 
Heaven and. Hell, hath no more. laſting impreſſion, 
may be this, Indiſpoſedneſs to fervent Prayer... When 
Truths are believed, and by Meditation taken as'is a 
piece of Raw-meat, and put into the Pot of the Hearr, 
and boiled, then comes fervent Prayer, and obtains 
a Bleſſing : for all. is ſanRifed by the word of God, 
and Prayer, Thisisa true maxim ; a barren Soul to 
Prayer, is always a barren Soul to Practice, Itis the 
Councel of Jeſus Chriſt, if we would be ſecured from 
that fatal ſleep coming upon th: World, Lake 21. 36. 
to watch and pray, mark that always,' that we may 
be. counted worthy to eſcape all choſe things coming 
gpon the World, . and co ſtand before the Son of Man 
three times together, When Chriſt was abour. to 
drink bis bitter Cup.. Mar. 16. 39. 42. 44. He went 
a little further and fell o# hs face and prayed, and he 
went afain the ſecond time and prayed, and he Went 
again the third time aud prayed;, And when he was 
about roſend his Diſciples to Preach the Goſpel, mind 
far your Imitation, .his Practice, Luke6 12, Ard it 
came topaſs in thoſe days, that he. went out into a Alouns 
tain to pray, and continued all Night in prayer to.Ged. 
Mark that, Your. Lord-is all Night.in dat bn to. God 
ro'obtaina bleſſing for you , How,many whole nights 
have you- ſpent in, Prayer for a bleſſing, upon your 
ſelves ? Its no_maryail. why. yon. areſo-like Pharaobs 
lean, Kine, in fruitsf0 God and Man-ward, when. you 
are 
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Sigwr of « Dying or decaying Chriſtians. 75 
are fo {eidom upon your knees in your Cloſet; For 
myLove, they are my Adverfaries ſaich good David, 
butel give my felf anto prayer; 'Pſal. 109. 4. Fwil: 
that: CAMen pray every Where. 1 Tim,'z. 8. Pray with. 
out: ceaſing. "1 Thel. 5''17. Meronght always to Pray; 
and n0t/to Faint; T.uke 18. 1. 1 __ thing by Pruys. 
er \and Sapplicatiin, "with thanksgiving, let your're- 
quefts bemade known.” ' Now the Blefſing of 'God go 
along- with-theſe Cautions, and brir then whoni' to 
thy: Heart! Amen, © "50 I ory to = 38th. Sign of 
px 
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* ' CHAP. XXXVNE 
$ fades his revaloit to' a Chyflike Comvehes 
the: Frye t ong hts of © Heaven" all Hell is, Demon- 
Praing hes: nigh rather the Argumient of Chriſt 
ong bt to'vbligr, Dialogut Wiſe, explained by 
"ws acfpicable Priſoners , pittied*by two pittifu{" 
whe with three” or four belyf L rgned for pra- 
pplicatiin.” arotgn 
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Wins the, th {on Fil fo 
«Jaur fin, * al gi hy i y0u {308,41 
vnchriſ ſtan Cony {ation 0M 0 TIT Th 146.7; O11 
God in his Wiſlom and anforutuble Mercy bath 
eros a Body of Baſed Arguimehts, as {0 may 
cords: of Love, [to-tter from: ſin;'and oblige to Mite 
te;onotithat heath need of either-our Perſons, -Or 
ouy Services, For #he'wbols Earth &'the:Lords, And 
the fulgeſy thereof. Butt he is a God; full of _— and 
'' T9 ity, 


276 Sinns of « Dying 08 dreayiug Chriftias,* 
Pity', taking no pleaſure in the death of a Sinner "but 
rather that be ſhould turn and Live, bath therefore 
prepared Heavenas the bleffed end of reward,” to ett 
courape to Virtue, as the way to this end © And this 
Argument hath proved of Bleſſed sdyantage \in- all 
Ages, to encline-che-hearr and will, ro-make Virtaes | 
ways, though grieyous to the Fleſh, yet deſirable; 
nd'as yoluntary: <hwice,: at that time when attended 
with he uemoſt-hazard of whatſoever was neer-or 
dear, evento Life itſelf , partitg with, and rhoofi 
not Death barely in common, but the Torcurings 4 
Death at the ſame time, inthe hope and expectation 
of this bleſſed ftate hereafter. "«FbrabayrheFarther 
of the Faithful, ſaw- Chrifts day, :and was glad, or 
comforted ; ſo that he accounted himſelf » ſtranger 
in the Lavd- of promiſe, dweling.thuxe inT abernactn | 
with Iſaac and TG Heixs with, hing of thaſawe pro 
wife, The great. Argament to this preat ſelf Ry 
lies here, For he Jagkea for a Civgg, op hich bath ww 


tron., whoſe Builder. and was. ,Ged.', Mol 
choſe Afligion with the Iſraclizes, while i n a 
Bondage Brick-makers, rather thea. enj plea- 


ſures of Pharaohs Court . and that which is very re- 
markable, this was a, voluntary choice. The Ifr at- 
lites its true, were compelleTr6 their Task; bur he in 


Pharaohs Court, the PLE of js onely 
nd OR _ TE 


him, onely this Ar ognent 
This eſſed Lad:howrof en cm God it by 
| places; for Te 
bick to allthis Burdeo, nfeking Him wh6'1 wrfbet oy 
for he had refpe&' to 'tlie rcompence of" _ 
others had'trial of 'crudl Mockings and Sco 
moreover of Bonds'and Impril ep wer 
ſtoned 
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ſtoned, they were ſawn aſunder ; others Tortured, 
not accepting deliverance, All theſe upon this bleſſed. 
load-ſtone Argument ; T hat they might chtaina better 
Refnrreftion. 

This io general, but more particularly havingrefes 
rence to the body of this Sign of Decay, which hing- 
tth upon the” Paffion of our bleſſed:Lord; Shall the 
expeQation of future Glory thus enamour perſons, 
that:nothing near or dear to chem can and in the way' 
but is facrificed. And ſhall the ranſom of the Lord 
by whom, and through whoſe Grones and Blood this 
cane,” be forgotten, 1n point of Argument to a holy 
Converſation. { God forbid, ) What Mother canlook 
upon the Anguiſh of a Dying Son, and be deſticute 
of bitter Refletions 2? What Child can rememher 
the paſt Travel and Serrow that did beſer his tender 
Mother for him in the day when he was Born, and caſt 
off all Child.like Pity ? What Sinner can remember 
the inward impreſſion of Grief, that once lay upon 
his Lord in the day, when for the ſinners fin, the 
ſeverity of God cauſed ( God-Man) the Lord of 
Life, under the heavie ſtroak and mortal Wound, to 
cry, otit, My Soul is exceeding ſarrowful, even unto 
Death, and not in the Majeſty of this Argument, 
giye it prevalent acceptance; to deter from Sin, and 
oblige to Virtue, His Viſage was marred more then 
any. mans; he was deſpiſed and reje&tgd of Men A 
MAN OF SORROWS, and acquainted with 
gifs, his Face Spit in, his Hair plucked off, iricken, 
mitten and afflicted, bruifed, wounded, his hands 
and his feet nailed to the Croſs, a ſpear thruſt through 
his tender (ide, and fo preat and birrer was the Agony, 
that lay upon him, that in the anguiſh of his Soul he 
Sweat, great drops of Blood running down to the 


or6und; and all clhits poor ſinner for thee and for me, 
T 4 For 
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27$ FSigus of 4 Dying 07 Aecayitg Chribian, 
Forhe- was wonnded for our Tranſgre (ſions, thr miſed fir 
4u#\ [niquitier; | the ichuſtiſement of, aur peace Was laid 
upon bim, and with bis Wounds We axe healed.,..all we 
libe ſhtep, have gene aſtray, We bave turned every ane ty 
bus own way; ant{ the Lord hath laidvon-bim the Iniqui- 
ry of 4.all. Ob! Whar ſinner canwake this the obzeR 
* his Meditation: 0a ene. hand, 7« ReRing, upon the 
bieter-Gup this -Lord' drank ; onthe other, hand, ig- 
fleaing on the: ſubjcR for whom it, was drank.;. on 
the «hird hand, reflecting uponche worthine.s of the 
Perſon that drank ic; and, not. be melted into Tears, 
crying, My Lord; and my God ! W hatfoever they 
comfmande(t I will. obey, and whereloever thou ſend: 
eſt mel will go, But1 ſhall ſpeak briefly of theſe, in 
arder- to our Meditatjon, they: being- erybewell WOT 
ghy our conſtanr conſideration,, 

Abd firlt, For the bitter Cupiof ſufferings. he hob, 
As never man ſake, or did ike 4his Many fo never 
Man ſuffered like him from his Birch co his Death, a 
ſubje& of Sorrows, .Eis firſt, Lodging .( theugh the 
Sqn of God) in a Manger, when che t oxes:had Holes; 
and the Birds of the Air had Nefls, the Son of Van 
bad. noc. whereoa.,to. lay bis Head , weary-with,Tra- 
yelling, ſits by a Well, and craves Water, Barley, 
Bread, and a few Fiſhes, great .Daincies. with. che 
Kigg of Glory, iv. a word, 4 Man of ſorrowsto his 
Deach, and thar,,a Curſed, , Painful, Shameful.one ; 
taken away by wicked hands, and $lain.: "And (hall 
nog./this Medicaciqn.deter from.{in., for-it pleaſed the 
Lordi to Braiſe him, and purhim.co Grief, lſejngl 
we have grievea io all Eternity." 

; Secondly, To confider-in our bearcsfor Fl he 
drank this bitter Cup ; -Come Brother ſinner, 1ler us 
reaſon togerber, . and look» oyer. che, black, Book of 
Heart and Life before Converſion; ' and read whact 
i | we 
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we were; Whither a going, : with che dreadful. Sequel - 
4d .not - grace take place-,., when ,we were withoug, 
ſxength;-, the | of-(privg-of. eAmoretes and Hittires, 
in, due 14016, Chriſt ayeg;, for whom, theunggdlyRe- 
bels,, Enemies in our. minds through wicked: works, 
haters. of God, Covetowe, Proud, Roaſters, Inventers; 
of - evil, things, Traitw 1, .Heady, Hig hminded, hes: 
ving eyes. full of Adwlery, feet {wiſe to fled Blood ;,an, 
a word; -723hely, . and {0. under. Wrath,. Now tor, 
Explication,of this ſeif-seficRion -ro-ſelf.lotbing, and 
orace-admiring. 1 1 1 #4 « "_ 
. Imagine; you were arreſted by thehand of Juſtice; 
among, Men,.,and. thrgwp 4ato a loachſom.Jail,. fora 
juſt Deb! of ,your 'own contraRing, and there mult. 
lie and Periſh; being never able to pay 3. {Samaritan 
franger paſſing by, caſt bis eyes uponthe-Priſon, and; 
throngh ihe Tron-grates ſees a man balf larved,. clo-, 
thed jp-Rags; 'begging the, Charity .of Strangers as, 
they paſs.by 5 ; this Sawaritay draws neargr,. laying) 
Poor.Man.!.. What is thy,Crime ? Ah Sir-{-I am like; 
o lie anda,pexiſh for a Debc. I am never able LO. Pay 4 
Water and Bread, . Lice anJ:Rags is my. belt Compant., 
00s, bare; Boards, ana Jittle Scraw ,\ my Lodging in 
4. m0o{t- noiſom: Room,..] have, not had one, Morſel of, 
Freſh-meat this ſeven Vierks, except. pare of a Mags, 
rotreaten Sheep: head ; 114 you, wall Mr.. pleaſe- to give, 
me:a ſmall $nip. of Maney, .I, ſhall pray f6x you all the, 
daysigf my, miſcrable Life; (which ,,pray.;God. may; 
not. be; many, more; . for 1 long. to berths Grave, 
&c.,Mow: at. this; ſight 'and . Speech, _ the, Stranger, 
takes -pity of, him, ſaying, Poor, Man !..I:ſee.chou art; 
in. a miſerable.condition,, » Suppoſe I ſhauld, ſend for; 
thy Credicor, and diſcharge the Debt, and put Cloaths, 
on. thy. Back,” and rake thee home to.my Houle, and. 
make-chee my ferying-man, to Rub my Horſe-heels, 
and 
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and tend my Hops ; wilt thou thankfully accept this 
offer? Yes Mr. withall my Soul; thus che Debt is 
diſchzrged, the Priſoner releaſed ; his caſtawsy, 
his Belly and Back- clothed, and Home he is carried, 
and a fweer Lodging provided , and how thankful be 
is for alltheſe Mercies, Let the Reader judge: Bur 
farther, Imigining you were purſued by Hue and 
Cry for Robbery, and Murder, and being ceaſed, 
thrown into a Dungeon, your Hands and Feet ſhakled 
with Irons, at the day of general:affize, out youare 
brought to the Bar, there Arraigned, fonnd Guilty, 
Condemned; the day of Execution appointed, the 
Miniſter ſent to- acquaint you therewith , and he 
exhorts to a ſenſe and ſorrow for theſe bloody Crimes, 
Now the Hands are Wrung, -the Heart Smit on, the 
looks Ghaftly, incomes the aped Father and Mother, 
wringing' their hands, with Rivers of Tears running 
down their eyes, ſo big with Grief that they cannot 
ſpeak one- word; now the Sor! goes to meerthem, 
but can ſcarce move for the Soreneſs, - and weight of 
theIrons, yet falls down at their Feer, begs their Par- 
don, and prayers for his Soy}, 'that with-thedoleful- 
fulneſs of thePtiſon, noiſe, and fight of the Irons, - re- 
membranceof the bloody Crimes ; and'that Wedneſ- 
day next is the day of Execution, and this is Monday ; 
ghis cheir Son; - and he muſt be Hanged up'by+the Neck 
till Dead, ar laſt their Speech is recoyered ;/ and thus 
brezks forth the ſorrowful Mother, "Oh Son ! Would 
God I had* never born thee, qr ſeen thee carryed co 
thy Grave; as ſoon as thou cameſt into: the World; 
before half -her_ complaint, -ſighs and tear) js ftcered, 
in cones the Condemned Mans Wife, ard feyen ſmall 
Chrildren,She looks upon theHusband, they look upon 
the Father. And now Grandfather and Grandmother, 
Wife and the Children, and che Malefa@tor, power 
out 
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our" fach Flouds of Tears and hideons Cties, and La« 
mentation; | char even 'melcs the Jailor'into Sorrow, 
and canſech Anpuiſh to fall upon:the Mini{er, atmoſt 
to fainting ar ſuch dreadfut Spectacles, - Bur white alt 
are thas beſer with Grief; ia.comes « Pafſenger, awa- 
kened at the dolefut Cry, ro enquire what iv the macs 
ter, at which, the Mimitey being fomewhacrecovered,: 
makes relation ; upon" which, ' the Stranger moved 
with Compaſſion co ſee the Pics of rheancient Facher' 
and Mother, © the Wife and ſmalt Children fwelted 
with Sorrow, and the 'MalefaRor 'in trons, {miring 
upon his Breaſt, lifring ap his Eies and Handsfor Mer- 

reſolves with himfelf;, and chus: he ſpeaketh to 
the Priſoner; Though I never ſaw thy Face before, 
bie paffing'as a Stranger by; and hearing fach a lamen- 
Cry, ” aid belrolding now ſuth deep anguith beſer rhy: 
Relationy'' at thisehy deſpicable condition, am moved 
nmy Heart, to part with-all my worldly Eftate to ſeek 
thy Pard6h, - 'or lay down my own Life for thy Tranf 
greflion, 1s not this news as' welrome 4s Zatard 
from"eIe/ Tom and how thankful foralthis, isthe 
_ v7" [#r the Reader judge. 202 7 ln 
other ſſtier; theſe Narrartves: doi -not the 
ithe r nhir our Caſe, though indeed theyve tommy 
ind the'inetited- kitdoels of theſe 2wo 'Stra 
withovt Phtditer, and the Subjects char rexeived 
hr ever obſiedro be Servatits, yea Vallely or Sculſiony 
og oem, Rn oe or qur Tranſpreſlions have not only 
4 oy, $atererral, biit for ever to 


ited n$ otif Torigues ſor Pain, And 
his) k bes 'by y theſeStrangerd, doth de- 
ſerve Rfalne anEXryice, Whir Thill we ret 
derto Mar iff that carve from Heaven his dwell- 


ing ple}; "av4 this finfoll World, 197k wpor him the 
forns of a | Strvant, harnbled bimfelf, bens obe 


dicnt 
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dient innto a fhamefnl', painful Death ; for ht was made 
$1 "et 1 that know no fin ;\that we: might bermade the 

righteoufweſs of 'God in bim|\1 Shall not this'Grace for 

Bend rey us,'20 be in-a.canftant inward Meditati- 
on-of the:greatneſs of: this Love,. with felf;refleRion, 
and a hearty: afſeRionate cretarn of all poſfible Hum- 
ble and thankfitobediencefor'ever and ever... Ames, 

-Doth not this ſeverely: reprebend thoſe-Chriſtians 
that are frequent in the praftice'of thatInſtiturron of 
our Lord, \' chat calls for. this; remembrance; of his 

Death, til he: come the ſecond time without finto 
Salvation, ! whoſe: thoughts of;a dying Jeſps,' and 
what a Glorious: Perſon. he/ is, "and what a Glorious 
State he left, 'and for what a contemprible People all 
this was ; 'and yet not intrye flial fear, and. oye-reli. 
ance and dependance, , be ſo:much united ito him, as a 
Vaſlel is to his Prince, at bend-ſlave to his Maſter. 
Now if the reading of theſe: Lines, . bath taken ſo, 
much imprefljon,' as to make our Hearts bury within 
ws, into this melting queſtion, 

 Puefb.' Whas Ali do-chat the chonghys 0h, ady- 
ing Jeſus for my fins, my;a9t -onely; be conſtant, 
but prevalent-40 ortinens Me-t08 moſt}. Chriſt. hke 


Conan Ls. 3 20'02897 27 
1c Be fervent, and conftant;3 Prayer onto 
Jeles. to help your Undealiatings witha.true ſiphe, 
of the Glory of his Perſons 14g the \Magaanade 0 is 
Paſſion, ann Y. 101 ' Cole ON4 117 


2. Givg up your-ſejye to brad i 
Medicarionof the.Perſon and Pa Te, 


this being coo much a Wy" 

Sorrow. be. fir ſpoken 9%. :\ 
camely, : that TR pu ſome 
faithful experienced Chriſtian, adviſe h nd Fee 
year under your circutnſtances,,, you onght ghe-iv Kotour 
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to God, \and Love to:your Soul keep a day, or fach a 
part-ot chat day, in ſuch a retired place, with ſuch a 
frame of Spirit , onely in Meditation-on the Perſon 
and 'Paſſion-of your Lord ; -my Soul for: thine , thus 
doing —_— Conſtantly, and in-fervent- Prayer, 
the Profit will be unſpeakable, | 

3. Keep up alſo a conſtant-remembrance of paff+ 
offences, and: perſonal-fravities , And the :Good Lord 
give his Bleſſing. Amer... 


angpaac—er— —_—_—_— ro worm erty ne —_— —_— _—_— _- _ | — 
. 


CAAP. XXXIX 


| 


Demonſtrating, that in every Man there a Maſter- 
fin, which muſt be Killed, or it will Kill ; and how 
in proceſs of Time, this oce LOTHED, maj 
come to be again LIKED, with eight Steps, by 
which it gradually gets new admittance, and fonr 
C anſes afſignedof this Decay, and a neceſſity aſſert- 
ed of onr Mortal Enmity to all Sin, 


SI GN; XXXIX 


V [7 Hen you can remember paſt ſins com- 
mitted, rather with Liking then Le- 
thing. 

BY paſt ſins bere, I would be anderſtoodto intend 
and; mean. thoſe fins the Scripcure calls right Eye, or 
right . Hand fins, that is, ſuch fins az in time paſt bad 
the, ſole. Daminion and Government over us, to which, 
we pies up onr Bodies as.Servants do to their Maſe 
ters,or Children to their Parents, And that there is {ucb- 
4 thing in the world, or body of Han as chief,ora maſter. 
fn, may be very proper t0. ſpeak ſomewhat iſnco 
in 
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This place ; ' Arid in proceſs of tine after this fret bath ye. 
Crived 4 deadly wrand by way of abhorrency ;, vt way come 
ts receive ſome' beating ag din; or be rimembred with 
liking rathir then loathing ; may alſo. be'very uſeful to 
fpeax ſonerhing unto under this head,” with ſome cay- 
ſes aſſigned how and Why this ramet to paſs,” we ſothe 
remedies hww this may be erred where begin, - rhe 
weated whereabourt to come.” Now to the'tirſt thing 
premiſed, whether there is'6r-nor ſuch a thing in the 
world (or Body of Man) as ſome fin that bath Rule 
and Government in chief, that is, That although every 
Man in his unregenerate Rate -hath many fins unto 
which he payeth homage , yet theſe very ſins have as 
it were a leading or. Maſter fin that doth: commandin 
Chief; as there is many. Devils, ſo thereis a Be/zebub 
or Prince of Devils, and as there is many-hamenrs in 
the body of Man, 'o there is ſome one predominant hu- 
mour, Blood, Flegm, Cholar, Melancholy, are the 
parts of which we all partake, yet ſome one of theſe in 
all men bave a chief propriety; And hence it. comes to 
paſs from the predominaycy of ourConſtitations. Theſe 
lead us out to affect moſt fome particular $in, For 
though it is true, wicked Men love all Si» as it ſuits with ( 
Intereſt and Teclication, yet they ſet acbir? loveupon £® 
chat £in as falls moſt under theit natural Conſtitution ; UF 
We repute not a Man to be of ſuch a Trade, becauſe 
he now and then in an Artiſts ſhop may uſe that 
Artiſts Tools, but becauſe he is wholly addi&edrhere. 
unto : Hence we call ſach'a man a Carpetrer; Brick- 
layer, Ironmonger, +, betauſe each of theſeare givet 
up by way of conſtancy dhiereunto ; one's conſtant 
about his Timber, the orher” His Bricks, the other in ie 
Mettles, Inlike manner, wicked men in'Sctipture take J'P 
their denomination! of being called ſuch a ſinner, 'as a de 
Drunkard, Fornicator, Swearen, Lyar,&c. not _ "ug 
os they 
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they bave.no. other ſin, forthat were prepoſierous to 
pry thatfuch as Drwnkards, Fornicatar s,SWearers 
and Zyars,. 
all other ſias are as cheir Sowl;on-boys to theſe Maſter- 
fas; And were the Scripture is ſilent, experience ſuffi> 
cently.ceacbeth chis, that as in matter of Meet and 


not many more fins ; bat it is becauſe 


Drinks, $i cr we have & common af- 
letionto all that God -bath. ordained for food ; Yet 
one man hath a more ſpecial refpeR to this or that 
neat, ſome fleſs, ſome >; andinthe: lame lictle fa- 
mily , One child hath a Foſeph or Benjamin part, though 
Le reſt of the Children are not thereby exempted from 
a child-like affeRion ; And as in our natural body, to 
ſome members we attribute more care , as they are 
more uſeful,and their loſs more painful, hence it comes 
0 paſs that without any -premeditation the Hand 
( though as truly a part of che Body ) yet will receive 
the blow to ſecure the Head, as being a more noble 
rart, Without which, Nature tells us, thereſt of the 
Body cannot ſubſiſt ; hence it comes to paſs, that as 
our experience tells us, fome Men are naturally more 
inclined to Drunkenneſs thenany other fin, others to 
Covetonſneſs, others to Pride, others to Uncleanneſs, 
others to. 1d/eneſs, others to 7 alkativeneſs, others to 


, YPaffian, &c, and theſe may moſt properly be called 
AJthe members of our Bodies; tbe right t:ye, or righc 


Hand; ; thus David had bis Abſalom, Sampſon his 
Dallilah, Herod his Herodiat, 7ndas Nis Bag, &c. 
How. evident is it. in Scripture, ler the conſiderate 
Reader judge? That when once the awakening Spiric 


Jo. Conviction came to any+Sinner, it lead- him, co 


(earch out, and cry moſt agaioſt that Sinof all other, 


«pprehending. chat as the Riog-leader of- all the Re- 


] this is noted in Scripture with this Brand, 
right Havd. fin, right Ey6 in; 4b mins Inigning ! 


88s "$1213 ofa Dylug wriitcoping Clpifhtan, 
his OW 'Taquity, his oton'Sickneſs, bis own Sore"); 
. Plague "of Wis own | Heavr, "Mat. 25.'29, 30-2 Sam, 
'22e 24; '1" Kings 8. 387! 2 Chron, '6/\ 291+ Tn like 
matmer,; \fromthe very influence of the conſtitution, 
erſons'-rargrally are *addied to one predominan; 
Virtue morerhen other; - Moſes for bis Meekneſs,” Jo; 
for his "Patience; Who: of a more" fiery"perſecuting 
Spirit then $41,” bur fo''ſoon' as his Heat'and'Coller 
was turned into the right Charinel, who'more zealous, 
labouring more abundantly'thenthe reſt, © went more 
Journeys; through” more: Perils, writ more Epiſtles, 
endured 'more Deaths, 'as himſelf faich; i» Deaths ef. 
ren, asthe 2d, of Cor. 11. 23, 24; tothelaſt, atlarge 
declares; ' by 'all which it may evidently teach vs, that 
certainly we have our chief Corruption or Maſter. laſt 
I never met with a C@nvert in my'days, but would 
knowingly confeſs he knew his Maſter-ſin, and that 
one Devil did more predominant in him thenthe ret 
of che Lepion, 'and was''the objeR' of his Sorrow, 
Prayers and Fears, more then any other ſin; and in- 
deed there is a cauſe ;' for generally the right Eye ſin 
is of ſuch aMinity; thatireven Sociares inche capacity 
of a member of the ſam& Body, 2s 
And this brinps meto'the next thing pterniſed; that 
this Maſter-fin, jn proceſs of time, may be remem- 
bred with liking, that is, upoh refle&ion of 'paſt (in. 
ful As, not to have ſuch ' manner of 1ndipnation, 
Zeal and: Revenge; . as had been in their" l day, 
This is the firſt Step orIn-lec; co renew acquaintance 
with an old Enemy;  andatrhis Door,” hath many a 
poor Soul, -| admitting of-a parley"with;;'* what they 
ouphr to have” fled 'from;  made'goodth& Apoſtles I 
words, The! 'Dog' is tay ned ro his Vomit ap ain ("and the 
Sow that was Waſted ' thher wallowiny 'in'the ire: f| 
If once i rig\t Eye fin;'\chrough the ny; 
F andl 


'and our omiffion to watchfulneſs, can but gain ſo much 
credit in the eſtimation of that. Chriſtian, oue of 
whoſe heart ic was AE This will be a fair- 
er overture to bring about theſe eight gradual d : 
ſep by ſtep co get new poſſeſſion; and may endin 
mortal War. te | 
Firſt, To ſuggeſt that there is not ſuch a neceſſiey 
of that-ntter eſtrangedneſs as hath been for a lohp 


'time ; Thus much ground given, .lets the Enemy into 


the outmoſt works ; and now' baving gained a betrer 


opinion in the mind then was, attempes a ſecond fiep; 


and that is to put: the declining Cs en 
ele 


minating or entertaining into the fancy, ſome 


ble 'thoughts of-a certain kind of Pleaſure, or Profie 
in .renewing this, acquaintance; and from hence; fin 


\gains. 4 third ſtep, and char is, conſenc of the Will;; 
by this time the' Field is more-thenhalf won, and g 
-hrong Combate. is now working ,. the two: Powers 
Light and Darkneſs, Yet tentoone, butthe will is 
carried Captive; partly complying, partly refraining, 


the» Charms of Sin offering preſent encouragement, 


[s 
Now doth the external ſenſes; yeild their atmoſtbelp 
to damp Faith, and quickenSenſe ; Ah ! By this means 
Sin gairs a fourch ſtep, and char is, to turn conſeng 


inte Action, and now with or ficlt Mother, - admit. 


ting the. Tree, pleaſant to the Eye, and profitable tg 
-make wiſe ; ſhe takes of the Fruit, and Eats; Tranf. 
greſſech, :thac is, - turns conſeot into AR; this was 


the way the Devil took with Achan, be firſtiooks 
upon the 'accurſed thing as Goodly, from thence con- 


ſented and acted; by admitting ſin ae. firſt, to take 
theſe Reps, ground is gained to a fifth, ſixth and 


ſeventh, that is, a reicterating the ſame AR, jn- 


| to "Afs; or a Cuſtom; and then ito glorying 
ot turning Als and Rebukes , into Solowens com- 


V. elaine, 
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int. ''P#ov. 1 4 9, tools makea mock artSin,. And 
this: teads ro Obduration, or hard-Heartedneſs, and 
without 'a Miracle, ends in final mmpenicency, from 
"which, Good Lord deliverus. Ame, i + » 
; How weary once was //rael of the Land of Egypt, 
and groned under the Bondage of their Tack-chatbery 
as apzea's bythe word of truth, Zxed. 3.7. Audthe 
Lord '{aid, 1 have fernthe affiiftion of my People which 
are in Egypt, anus have heard their cry by reaſon of 
their' T ath- maFters, for 1 know their Sorrows, God 
that ſaw this did deliver them, by a mighty frong 
Hand he bronght them out, of which they were full 
glad; yet in proceſs of time, begin to change their 
opinion, . and forget the'birterneſs of their ſinful Bog- 
'dage ſaying. Numb." 11.5, 6, Weremember the Fiſh 
-which- we did eat in Egypt freely, the Cnrumbers; and 
xhe Melons, and the Leeks,' and the Onions, but now 
164P $coml 4 drizd 4Wway), there « nothing at all be(iars 
this Mannah before our eyes. Here they flight Angels 
.Food of 'Gods providing, hankering after their old 
Bondage again; fulfilling the Decay in this Sign, as 
witneſſettv that grievous complaint, Ezek. 23. 21. 
T bus this calledſt to remembrance the lendne(s of thy 
Fouth; "in bruifing thy Teats by the Egyptians , for the 
Pap: of ithy Toth. Iſrael is aweary of God and his 
Proviſion, ſaying; Let # make # Captive,' and riture 
into: Egypt again; Nevertheleſs, 1 bave ſontewhat 
againſt thee, betanſe thou haſt left thy firſt Love; Rev, 
2.4. 11. ' | 
£»eft, What may be the Canſes'of this Decay, 
that paſt 'ſn; which was once ourSickneſs, and Sore, 
\may-in proceſs of time, gain betrer repucation inour 
-Hearts, | LL HEL oft ' 
Anfw. Firſt, Forgetfulneſs of that pinching Bon. 
dage, fin intimes paſt brought #pon us, __—_ 


i2 
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{ 1] Ourtior'conſideringrhe Sting ther ANrerivios ih AR 
d 1 or thic”there is in the nature of ita @vnſfantenitifty 
n j botlf aftiſt God #ndthe Sonl, - Thirdly, Oturuts. 
| ſedfiblene(s of the woeful Tue that All arrehd't 
ft, 1 fehewingp*Friendſhipwwich'Sin. -Fourthly, Our 

> keeping difly in onr 4ctotint, in itd|Auchoricy th 


day-'6f obir account, ' Bar ſomething to theſe Cavuſes 
EC NERO 
of } * Andfirſt, Our forgetſulaeſs of that pinchirig Bot 
dd F dope fin/in times paſt broughe tp0oti ts.” This 


"F# } uppeat'by bur calling-to mind,” theServile, Slave 
ult } ard 'Drudpery ic'put'us upon before: Convetſid 
er | while ## /e-ved divers luſbs, yielding owr members $4 
bane to HI orig httonfntſt, adding Iniquity to Im t 
In owr'right Wits we ſhould take ir with the bghel of 
Indiptacion, -to bave ihſeparably faſtened tous i &ex 
mid Body, to'carry'tp and Ubwet the Stench! 4H 
Bortif6mieneſs of it'wherefoever we went, at Bed ar 
Board, Cotire and CamhÞ , fuck company woald Fre 
der # tmitieet company for = Dog, and' in «it 
tore. tedious then Deathit ſelf (to'us ) yethe 
meer, is wobſe'baſet with worfe Lothſornenth/ 
thotghOwith the” man in the Provi#fs,* he bnowrtbul? 
that Cul" ar tthere;" and thinker G neſts are ti ebt 
depth oP Belt.” Lets" bot call to remembrance wheat 
we lived'in Drunkenhefs or Uncltantiefs, A wrt: 
_ 


fin" Gebauch and unmen us; How many for 
berfitie'\@s did this Monſter SIN"Cariyas,” 
more hr Opi06/ake ies filtliy Lufts > D& 
cay, | gottipoti'confideration,; loarhithe very thonghts, arid 
{te aſtidrtied even to name the chings done chefi Ih fe 
er& 7 "Oh! The rottenneſs and' Eyyprias Dilehſes 
char 'Stnbach brougtit' pon us; helides, did we tive 
I" thiſate, mock ar God, - bis Sery4nts and Set yides, 
bring\fo followed wok an accuſing conſcience, 'char 
"Pi ac 
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we > S, no: leaye one Sermon of, Death,oJudgmenr; 
Heaven, or Hell., Oh Chriſtian ! Icis forgerſyjneſ: 
of this, gives ſin freſh encouragement to, 
new viſits, byt remember, and, che good) rd help 
thee, to remember, though. che,Cup, it preſents thee 
with be gil, tbe Ljquor.in itis mprcal Poiſon, - 

._; Secondly, Our nox conſidering the Sting that ail 
remains in ſin, *or that there is in the natureof ita 
conſtant Enmity, bath. againſt, God and the-Soul, . le 
is a. high piece, of, deceit wherewjch che Devil Trades, | 
as :0 the Garment,putupon ſi, asif there were ſome 
teal, pleaſure, or real profic,in ſin, and its Service ; 
heither ſo- Bitter, norits end (0 Painful; Who ſuch a 
00]. as. to be.per(waded Fire.will not Born us. Dor 
Water Drownu ?- or believes he-can make aLeag ue 
wich It, nor, to, burt him? 1s nat Fire, Firef6dlt. Is 
not Water, races fil ? Hachihe Sealoſt its praperty, 
{t cby ſelf upon. its proud -Waves, or inz0 burning 
es, and.ry. if-neither .can touch thee Is. noe 


Pojſon, Poſes fill, becauſe, we: fancy oth rwiſed 

| Alas ! Doxh not the beſt of Laws tell ue, -thas 
' 1s Monſter $5», 15,enmity againſt God, nat-capable 
0 f.changiog is MATE, and ſq under-no poſbjlity of 
gecepting any rerms. of Peace, ..ls.ic, not. le 
$0, make Fire and Oyle, dwell zwgether, one\guaſ} overs, 


Thy there..is. n0.way. to.xemovethis Epm}3ctbg 


fling of j ie. many. have; thought, of 6s hop 
br neldingto fin; or ki hog Grevier.by ging 8 
hers like, the; rebeyiqus; Son: tempted; oe _ 
eilobe Drank, murder, þ her, 

i5 44 ahiS bg makes; cerms; with, =" = 
avoid che rwolail, aþmits tothe brit, get es nn 

ETS provifi Jpg Be the Flgil with the mpre-bold- 
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Pg '« Wing Vs Weary COPIER, 59 
"Feel ; white God Fiith,” Who i Love it felf 2 
roweh not) raft not; handle nate Be 'not' by it, "thy 
from i, paſs anether \way; "whether the Devil inftn, 
ſmile of frown, che Enmicy is the" ſame.' Ch that 
this were” more conſidered by Profeſſors | I'” would 
F animate them more with Enmity ' againſt this Ens 
a 


mity, | 
Thirdly, Our unſenfibleneſs of the woe'ul 1ſſne 
I that will atrend che renewing friendſhip wich ſin, Ie 
'» |} had' been bercer never to have known the ways of 
God, then aſrerwards to depart from the Holy Com. 
z mandment ; ſuch a ſtate doth greatly aggrayate our. 
condenination ;z for it leaves us without all marner of 
'" } excuſe, He thar never knew berter, being not ſo 
'* | blame-worthy, as ſuch that knew their Maſters will 
is } and did contrary. And this experience gives a woeful 
Ya Þ account of, ſaying, the relapſed Diſcafe in the natural 
8 Þ body, ſeldom or never 'comes but with mortal con- 
X Þ} queſt. In like manner, who fo andacions in the aQy 
of ſiri, ' as thit man'thar once had eſcaped its old pol- 
* Þ lutions, © Give our bleſſed Lord leaveto ſpeak here, 
When once the nnclean Spirit 1s gone ont of a man, he 
" Walketh through dry places, ſeeking reſt, and finding 
none ; then be ſaith, I Will return to my bouſe from 
Whente | came ont ; and'whew be « come, be findeth is 
' | pry, ſwept, and garnified. Then goeth he, and 
Os | takerb with bim ſeven other Spirits more wicked then 
* himſelf," and 'they enter in, and dwell there, and the 
Ph loft Rate of 'that man i worſe then the firſt, One De= 
* I vil'dore rule 'before, imagining it were the Devil of 
19. | envy: Now Seven wotle Devils hath this one Devil 
ue ff troughtwith him, gen oj atheed and _ 
t the meſtry over je'; "bur took no d eo keep 
bi ground in Gods way, "and with Gads ſtrength, 'in 
proceli 6f time, loſtrhe Ketſe of chat bitter fruit, this 
aa V 1 root 


792 Yanef + Dyiogar degring Cl thier 
£00k PF: fy bad br heyoghr forth) now the 
be onſter, not barely Foriogs Wa 
Proud, bra iQ W horedoms, Dr aukev les lay, 
Coveron; neſs, Blaſpbemy ' Now all paſt ahviRtions, 
Acknowl-dgments, Reworks, Senſe and ſorrow for finia in 
times paſt, is turned into Stupidity, and Impenitency, a 
making light or mock ar God, turning Bruitiſh ; if 
wit v doth ſuch' things ſhall not inherit the Kin gow 
Rev, 21.8, But [hall have their part in the Lak 
which burneth with Fire and Brimſtonc, which 5 5 the 
ſecond Death ; from which implacapable eſtate, the 
god Lord deliver us, Amen. 
,Fourthly, Qur not keeping. daily in qur account, 
( In.ics. authority.) che great day of ouraccount, is the 
eat cauſe why we.can remember paſt ſins,ratherwith 
Ting then lothing, Profeſſors now a days, . cootent 
themſelves withthe bare notion of the ?ndlgment day to 
come.little pondering how greatir is, and how par j is; 
did we as much concernour ſelves aboutthis mi 
eruth,as the manthat hath « fangrevned Armto be faw- 
ed off ſrom his Body, doth concern himſelf how he may 
be fitted ſor it, and bear the anguiſh of zhe AQ, and 
ſs. of the Lib, it would haye more Autboricy upon 
our Hearts and Lives, to. believe that we ſhall certainly 
give an account of all our deeds done in this Body, 
whether. good, or bad, is one main principle of the 
Chriſtian Faich, and to be i igaarant that this account 
muſt. be very. ſhortly given, is qur ſio.; for the by 
is.,at bard : fox. Space, it is but, a, moment, an fr 
"it is but, tyo,; Sceps s We. y_ to take, the firſt 
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Signief 4 Dying & deogjing Chriſtion; 293 
(this day) Sou takg thine eaſe,cat, Drink,and be. merry 2 
how... F aol, this- night ſhall thy hfe he taken from thee, 
we ſay welcome to Deaths knock ; t am ready 
and did wait for this call tobe carried cothe. ;udgmenr, 
my accounts ate ſtated, mine houſe ſec in order, my. 
ſtewardſhip ended, Now Death brings me before” 
the Throne of God, and of che. Lamb, that Imay 
hear that bleſſed voyce, Thou haſt been faithful over 
# few Talents, I will make thee ruler over many Cities, 
Oh | Lets lay our hands upon our mouths, and ponder 
inwardly and Conſtantly, what a moment of time 
doth yer remain, and that there is but two paces to 
e | fiep ere we be in Eternity ; For when they ſhall ſay 
be ( even Profeſſors ) peace and ſafety, then ſudden dev 
Ty ftruftion cometh upon them as Travel upon a woman 
ne withChild, and they ſhall not eſcape, 1 Thel,y. 3, 
[t is a Sovereign remedy againſt Temptations, to 
:s {} the moſt alluring Luſt, inſtead of conſenting to carry 
ty the aſſaults, as already aRed, to the Judgment-ſear, 
o. | and ask how they will look, and whatſpeak- in thay 
ay {| day. Surely did but the high-way Man, call firſt a 
ad | Court in his own Conſcience, and there arraign, con, 
»n | demn, and execute the ſentence of Death uponthe 
ly | MalefaRor , it would cool his courage , and by Gods 
y, | bleſſing prove effeRual to betake himſelf to another 
kind of. Life ; ſuch as might give him courage to look 
ne | the moſt ſevere Judge in the Face with Joy, Doybt- 
ne | leſs had Zimri and Cocb;, ſpent more of their Medis 
or tation in che court of their own Conſcience ; what 
rſt mage be 2m 6. yo of that their filthy ſin, and 
Jeſs upon the, obj bruitiſh ſenſe, they would 
"A 'furely. have choſen a ſick bed —_ on, rather then 
is | {bed of Down ta Solacean, its grateful cache Devil, 
\and prepares grateful bairs for ſenſe co put )udpmenit, 
gr Kg day of ogr account fartheſt off, when the roms 
_ V 4 pration 


394 Sigerof 4 Dying or decaying Chriftiags: 

tcion is neareſt, 1: ſhall conclude all - with that 
bleſſed word of the holy Apoſtle, 2 Cor. g. gyvo,; 
11. Wherefore we labour, that whether preſent or ab. 
ſent we may be acceyied of God , for we muſt all ay- 
pear before the Tandgment-ſeat of Chriſt , that every 
one may reteive the rung dove in by body , aceording 
to that he bath done whether it be good or bad ; knowing 
therefore the terrony of the Lord, Wwe prrſwade mew: 
From-chis mighty confideration the Lord God per- 
{wade our minds co be given vp to a conſtant Medi- 
tation, while ir's called 'to day, that the day of our 
account will certainly and ſhortly appears And 
ſo 1 paſs to the Fourtierh and lakt Sign of Decay! in 
Godl.nc(s. | | 
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CHAP, XL. 


C «llivg for grave Conſiderations when we accompany 
our. Nexghbours to the Grave, alſo preving Death 
rightly filed the King of Terronrs by three Argue 
ments 5 and that it 15 @ ſad ſymptome of d ay in 
Godlinefs, when the fig bt of Death 1s mot laid to 
heart, aſſigning three cauſes of our not laying it to 
beart ; with ſeven ſhort Praftical Hints to a laſts 
wg recovery, 


SIGN XT. 


Hex you can ſee ſpeftacles of mortalit 

carr)ing to ther long home , and be as 
prafiically unconcerned , as though your  ſelues 
were exemp:ed from the like tate of mortality. : 
| | The 


Signs of # Dying v+ deexying Chriſtin, agh 
The great Concern of the F#dgement dayts come, 
Heaven, and Hell, reſts upon the Authority of oue 
Caith, as to any obliging influence, roa good hegre 
and life; and from bence it becomes fo:little our 
onely concern in matter,of due preparation, left 
we miſs the benefir, and meer the woes: A FH. BÞv 
1S M4 E having ſo great -a:ſhare of room"in:onr 
hearts; and here the Devil bath che more: room ti 
play his pranks, and gain credit for-bis #llnremencs; 
bis crade lying altogether in preſent things, which ro 
ſenſe are molt prevalent, | efpecially 1nconjunRion 
with Pleaſure and .Profir,\ defired and bett binted 
by the Temprer co our conſtitutiongi4n; which(he'is 
always careful to prepare meet baits for a feafting 
or faſting condition, A man naturally inclined ts 
Drunkenngeſs , ſhall nor wane that/ſenfitive Devil 
ro attend every motion, Sir, hereis good ware 
and clear, what will you buy ? Andif to Uncleans 
neſs you be inclined, he will paint a Harlots Fore» 
head, with this ſaying, Come, /et us rake enr fill of 
love until the morning, let us ſolace our ſelver with 
loves, there is nothing lies in the way, I bave 
drawn the Curtain between the light of Judgment, 
Heaven, and Hell that cannot ſee us; for the good 
man is not at bome, he 14 gone a loug journey, Prov. 
18, 19. Fhbus with much fair ſpeck the ſenſes ure 
prevaled upon, to them fftoln waters being ſweet, 
aud bread cater in ſecret pleaſant, while we fee not, 
that the dead are there, aud that bir gueſts are wn the 
depths of Hell: No Councel being called in the 
Court of Conſcience , what ſhall the end: of theſe 
things be 7 Hence Sathan carrie us captive, till z 
dart ſtrike through ourLivyer, as a bird haſteth to 
the ſnare, not knowing it. is for its life, 
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p96 Siqni\of a Dyno decojing Chriflion, 
..Bat becaaſe we ſhall nor want a witacſs tor-God 
our own Conſcience, that-may event ſuit as pre- 
yalent with our ſenſes, : to fammon usinto a {tri 
examination about our hereafter t«te,.the Wiſdom 
of Heaven hatb-ordained, that man ſhall die even 
df it.44. appointed for menance to die, but after thy 
the judgment; Heb, 9.27. Hence comes ic to pals, 
that leit at anytime we ſhould ler che practical pare 
of this Do@rine ſlip out of our minds, God pre- 
ſents ns with ſpeRacles of Mortality every day ; 
for-as ſoon as-0nr Pallate hath taſted the meat, it is 
paſt away into: D:aths Chambers, and we ſee it in 
the 'kind no:more, which to'a- Wiſe man in the 
Contemplation, may: yield mare honey for big 
amitation, then:the Bee ican ger from the ſweeteſt 
flower for its: Winters nouri at : :Yet- becauſe 
this Meditation may. not pierce enongh,- that every 
day other; Creatures toſeth-their lives ta preſerve 
ours, and we not onely: feed Death, but truly feed 
wpon Deathzit pleaſeth Godin bis ineſtimare lave to 
our everlaſting good to beſet our ſenſes eyen with 
yet nigher concerns; for ſuch a Prince, 'that in his 
Royal Apparel fate-uponithe Throne but the 0- 
ther day; we nowſce carried-to a place of Rotten 
prſ2and dead: mens Scrllr, there to\be entombed 
a companion. for Worms , till the-} & 4ax, 
when all chat are in their Graves ſhall-come forih, 
fome tothe | 'Reſorrottvon.of Liſe, avd ſame tothe 
Reſurrefiion of Damnationy- with which RefleRion 
Kings and '| Beggars ought to behold-ſpeRacles of 
Mortality,” > But:becauſe: this thought-may not be 
£00 remore, God pleaſerh to admoniſh us daily by 
he'objefts. of our intimateſt' Acquaintance; and 
leſt that ſhogld/norſufficiegtlyprove-our concero, 
at laſt comes hgme to our Red-fide , taking captive 
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3 Dp WC? ” 
our Hnſhavd, Wiſes 08. Servatey that we ſees 
ing them go befoge oup/2rtas. into a, Pi 
whither we uſt: alſq, follow ſhoxtly,,-and ar 
a, Praxidence not.to'be; awakened, with all dilig 


gence to make ready, having our Joigs girt aboug, 
and gur lights burning, as:thoſe tbar) know thi 
ſenſibly,.chat their Lord i5a coming; Oh; it's but'a 
while efre we ſhall bear the Midnightecry , Behold 
the Bridegroom cometh,, Trim pour Lamps z. trim 


your Lamps, every days morſel gives hints of this, 
h-bed Relation ſens v6 leſs ; Buy to 


every Deat 
ſee the mighty brqughe dawn, the tall ſtoop, and 
the ſtrong become a9flax, eyes grow gaſily, bands 
feeble, . joynts trembling, beauty curning into roty 
tenneſs, becauſe man goeth to tus long home, and 
the -Moyrners. going: about the ſtreets, may nor 
this be read with, lamentation, while we refle& 
upon this weighty-objeR; that is ſo viſible to our 
ſence,,. and -we- as, pratically unconcerned,, ag 
though, we from the like tate of Mortality were 
exempte mm i191 d 3a 

Is not this manifeſt, that even while we are.pres 
Cor and. foltowing -tbe Corpſe to the Grave, jour 


ommunications, Geſtures, and Meditations be, 
peaks.us earthly, ſenſual, and deyiliſh, Fomes 3. 
15- What meaneth elſe, that aforeband we; care. to 
trim and adorn our worms meat with the beſt out» 
fide we can attain or:come at, while. barren to think 
whatdoth. God by this teach wy /ov{;, Qb the levity 
and exceſs where opportanity is.given , the imper+ 
tinent d3(cowſo; the diſtance from gravity , 'the 


wel{1#g-Prideand-Oftent ation ſhewing it ſelf, ready 
tr contend far with diſdain. 2 chief ſeac, 
as if {0- ſglemn a ſervics,: Of all others the moſt -ſo+ 
ſemay| were Theatre 40.(bey pyr antick faſhions, 
net, | | Cy 
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y crith rin In popet \vþpleuſe; rathtrthen'x 
vertvots fort';*Wher" "We more "tenifeſt 
our Crncifitidn'ts this World by the Croſs of ' our 
Lord, thert Whif&&e behol18the" Morbep"weeyphig' for 
1 onely $9n; fever orrgniets ps Beg to 
pure with ſo dear 2 Farher" and Mother , whoſe 
_=_ - they muſt now'' know* tio more, and 

Hh their perfons converſe no more: Ob death 
wheres thy fig. Oh frave where « thy vittory ? | 
zm made a Widow, I facherleſs, motherleſs, childleſs 
this day ; Oh Abſatow, my ſon,my'ſon Abſalons, would 
God I bad dytd forthee, my fin,'my ſon, Now for 
ſpectacles of Mortality tobe but like a fir of Tooth- 
«ch; no'longer remembred, bac'while the; anguiſh 
laſteth'; Theſe things premiſed, are certain marks 
of 'a dead ſtate, or deep decay iti Godlineſs, antmay 
ſeafonably call' apon us 'to enquire,* * 7? * 

94 ft., What may be the cauſes of ſuch Nupidicy 
ander ſo immediate & concetn”,” as to behold the 
feer of them that carry my-neighbour co the place 
of darkneſs ro day, muſt ferch me (as it were)' to 
motrow to the ſame plice | TOTES © 
"2 Anſwer 1. Looking tov ſlightly at ſo weighty an 
objc&, or a not laying it to Heart, | 
+; ay. Omiſſion, ro conſider how much greater the 
change ſhortly will be, that now muſt follow this 
grea: change, | 
- '3ly. 'Inward'or Fidden Atheiſm. ka | 

' Firſt, looking too ſlightly ar ſo weighty an ob. 
Je; or anot ſaying it to heart; us 
-'Deathis not called the Xivp *of Terrony in vain z 
forit isin ic ſelf terrible in'three great reſpeRs. 
-* Firſt, Te comes upon 2 terfible'meſſage,' and doch 
terrible execution' where ir-ixeth, and earrics all 
theJiving'to- a place of rervibie Harkneſs; At =; 9 2 
(7 10s 


; | xingdoms;withour, Wes 6 6 
F frees, Hayſes,' Wi panitns vrea: 
' | our Harty and 35 accomp a} ts WI 


with Taye tabions, wind muon 
4$ Secony, Ir is ble, dec _- £9 A 
= | where ever.it comes, olaor Jos "ho Feb or of peers 
d or bond 1.071 or fucking 8. If yo 
p | «ge and experiance » 89. .yau.muſt 
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Deke "Abſalens could ourel Jt, .nor Phargy 

#þ, that in the beat o is. uſt, ſpeaks, ſaying, I mull 
#r{ne, "ar { over ill. dzyade uhe [poil 
\: | pſu, 1. they W poil,, ,w} 
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30s a2 | | 
Land of !F&y grmee the _- vor We 
perpernate' fife, -yet'bur ys,” echne 
Nb bondPmer; bleed,” ſweat, pes tit, Aye 
from City Choke Bod re Totitrerey' tb Camp, 
from Camp'ro'Cottag Cottage Aj Dung- 
hill, Skis "for yh, Tir = « hatewe will give for 
oo Gen? #7, 13, T4415, 16, iy, 1985192" read 
confider. ' And there ad bre call in #11 the = 

ftp the Famine war 0) (ſort; fo Sar Fu the L 
E rypr, and all the land 7 Cad falnird #y'F: Jon 
thi"f amine; "wed" Faſeph pb Y. Pere uf FAIMBPmonty the: 
Wi found is" thi land of 'Epypt? tilt = Taxd 7 f 
Citnanr, for the torn which they bought ;: al Foe 
breaght the 'moyry into Pharioht houſe "9, 5h 
the money falel 1# the Inns of JW 4 ant » te =_ 

T; anaun, al! rhe Ms af & dſef 

aid, Groe iu ah nog Hr 
fence ? tek wi for t y faileth 
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#laſt dye they muſt, ) Firſt, 


- Firtt,: They drain allthe Moneyt 
Land of E gypr, char/ggors for bread, 
kietle longer; When that is gone, the -\ ++ 


Slewevf #:Dyjogorutoigng Chaifhhan, goif 


ro Rep lex 
1 


Secondly, They ſacrifice their” Horſes; Blocks) 


Caccle, and Aﬀes, ro keep life a lictle longer; Oh 


Death, chou art the Terrible one, will notthigdo? 7 
. Thirdly, Then comes'$kin for $kin, our: 


isſpent, my Lord alſo hath our Herds'of Cattle, we 


have nothing left but our Lands and- our. Bodies, 
why ſhould we dye before thine eyes > buy us-and 
oar Land for Bread , but nothing can te 
hfe, our all at moſt cah but a little adde nfinutes'ts 
our few frail days! Oh che ſighing,, wringing af 
hands, ſmiting onthe breaſt, wailing in the: 
that this Te#rible Meſſenper cauſerh'! wor," \wor, 
'woe, take my all, ſpare bur my 7ſaacky will 
with him at a Grate, rather then feaſt' wibour 
ta Pallace';” Take a limb," ſpare burthelife'; -cbeh 
we cry, Come , come away Phyſiciar for 'Chriſts 
fake, do your utmoſt, 'and-make what :conditious 
you will, ſavc bur life, the'Lidivg never fo coftly, 
and fetched from far, all the $a3/ ard WT ic\Qe;\yeny 
and Shipiic:ſelf, ler po to preferveiadieupbionger 
reſpite'from this Kirg off Terrany: 1 'Ob" Chriſtians, 
you look-toq' lighrly at this! weighty objeZÞ;i that are 
no more'praGically reformed by the ſight of it';1 if 
3 good earneſt you would live ro God white frail 
life. Jafteth; look through the Glaſs _— 
\nesgbbour, into your own death ; you ſeehim'to day 
bur muſtſee him-no more; pF the'ſawe \meſſeng iy 
will k»oc& /&vrtly ut your:deor, Let the mediteri 
:of this vbjeR fink deep' into your hearts y unleſs 
"the common end of the fyghbe will quityou from'the 
tafte, \etit.not rob you of the praQtical ſave," lay 
your 
ded, 


-to heart what you ſee, commune with it.upon 


yo2 .Digrdf” « Dying endectyiagCbriftian; 
ded, ſe; with ic. whitherſoever-you, go, to 
faſ; or: feaſt, ever-praying with good eb, Lori 
reach me ſo ta uwmber my. days, that/ I may apply my 

heart th (rue wiſdom Amen; . | 
/ But. >ſecondly;, | A ſerond cauſe. why. we are no» 
more; praſtically concerned, may be. this, Omiſh- 
on, to:confider-how_ much. greater the change will 
rtly. be, zþat now muſt follow this.great.change! 
Is the! Servant thus: great, how great:then is che 
iMafeer,i,1sthe Harvti ger (0 great, how great then 
is the. Prince? Is the Forlotn, bope ſoterrible, how 
gerrible: theniis the whole! Army 2 Noth Death de. |, 
Populate:ikingdoms,.turn the world into. a Chaos, || ;, 
Sodom: anih Gemorrab,into a Flame: Beauty into | 11 
Hot tenueſa, 'aLyon into contempr,; 2 Kivginto aſh- I, 
£52 How; cerrible then..muſt-Ceatchs DEATH jt 
be? .whilehe; firſt is buc the fore-runcer: of the |, 
daft;: Is tbeone coriamly Terrible, chenexc that fol, 
Jows,)is then. iorepairetiyc T E £&R4#D E:; 1 one 
@irriesuafroma temporal Pain to a temporal Pir; 
zhe other carries us fram:this Pr to.am E TE R- 
AN AL Þdlt-N, where.t be:wyorm ſhallLncuer ceaſe 
Larry abdihe, fire, ſrald never ocaft burning. Do 
we nomiſeciveingiags of: hands.” ſhakings of heads, -J;,. 
$remblinghok. japacs; fearfulneſs of ſpins, anguiſh J; 
»f:#{9ul.};Dg3b! being, bug, the in-Jetinep- a. worle Þ, ; 

plires: for ubD!efcy that now faith roGod, Depart 
frev 16,0f0h we nrfide 115 the: know lrdge 4 thy Law's || 
Fbpre is: bs-2wo {aces to fallow Deat ,:.bur Oh 
hon weighty.urc they.! .one-worth all obr, ſtudy ro 
Know: Wta3he goys of. 1t,. the other worth all. our 
antdirainartalayod itin the woes of-it: Can you 
#al#:0,rhe Grave fide, 20d behold your neighbour 
err bro from , bis bed of Do«», laid in bis 
of Duſt, 8nd. not. be heari-full with'Conſidera- 


tion, | *- 
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Stgns of 4 Dying or deraying Chriſfith, 364 
tion, ſaying, Is this great work the laſt, or ſhall 
the Judgment follow after this, and Heaven or He 
after that? Heed and medicate whart the Spiric ſaith} 
Rev.20.11.12 15, And IT ſaw a great white Throne, 
and bim that / te upon it , from whoſe face the earth 
and the heaven fled away, and there Was found uo 
place for them, AndT ſaw thedrad ſmall and great 
ſtand before God, and the borcks were opened, and an- 
other book was opened, which u the brok,of life ; and the 
dead were jndged ont of thoſe things which were writ- 
tew in the books, according to their wor hs: And whoſo- 
(ver was not found written 1n the book of life, was caſt 
mes the lake of firs, And the king of the earth, and 
the great men, and the rich men, and the' chief c4+ 
41s, And the mighty men, and eytry bond-man, and 
tvry free-mar, h1d themſelves inthe dens, and 1 the 
rocks of the mountains, ſaying to the menntains and 
yocks, Fall on us, and hid® us From the face of him 
that fitteth upon the Throne , and fromthe wrath of 
the Lamb , for the great day of his wrath ts come, and 
who ſhall be able 1s ſtand? Chap.6.15, 16,17, As 
ſure as now we read this, we (hall hear and ſee this 
yea, and except timely laid to heart, ſhall alſo feef 


TIthis. If che Heavens be all fall of blackneſs, we 


13k 'the meaning, if terrible Thexder and Lobet 
wing, or the earth full of Barrenneſs, or the City 
full of Flames, or its Inhabitants full of Deaths ; or 
if we hear the noife of Cannon like Thunder and 
Lightnjng, we ask, What is the matter; and fhall 
we ſee Mourners go about the ſtreets carrying bim 
to' bis long home, co be lodged with worms, thar 
dat che orher day fate upon a ſtately Throne in 
great and rerrible Majeſty, and not reflet that we 

If follow, and whag will follow after? Do we 


undertake a Y/ ary and not —_ our Streapth ? o 
| , | 0 


yo4 Sign! of 4 Dying or decaying Chrifitan! 
do we build a Houſe and not conſider the Coſt, ordo |} 1 
we-take a long and dangerous Voyage by Sea, and || | 
not foreſee the caſualties? 7 be wiſe foreſee the evil, ] * 
and hide themſelves, Do we know to Death we owe || | 
a debt, and he wilt ſhortly knock at our door, and F 
call us to deliver up our Captives and ſhall we not ask I} C 
what will come after ? Will not 79»»rance here prove || ( 
Damnation, and are we unconcerned? Ob ! thelifting I it 
and labouring, and runnirg hither and thither to ſave I} 
our own Houſe from burning, when we ſee our neigh- Þ v 
bours Houſe on Fire do we thus for Temperals, and Þ 4 
ſhall wedo leſs for / zernals ? do we thus tor a Boy, I Þ 
and ſhall we do leſs for a Soul ? Watch ye therefore, Þ 0 
and pray alwayt, that you may be accounted worthy t« } E 
eſcape all theſe th ngs that jt all come 10 paſs, and tv 
ftavs before the Son of Man, | uke 21.35, -Jz 
Buc Thirdly, A third Cauſe why we can ſee SpeRa. J B 
cles of Mortality carrying to their long whom, and be I t« 
as praQtically unconcerned , as though from the I Þ: 
I1ke {tace we were exempted may be this, Inward or] 4 
Hidden Atheiſm- ri 
The grand delign of the Devil in all Apes, is tof] tt 
keep perſons from the knowledge of God, or atleaſt, L 
ſo ro conceive, and comprehead bim, as to pay nof] b 
religious Reverence to his being, and ſoverignty over a: 
Mankind, There are two things ſeeks to bear cach 
contrary rulein Man, the one is Reaſon, the other is} is 
Senſe. The firſt of theſe, in its Authority having G 
dominion, leads us out into a rationalenquiry, intof a 
th- original or firlt Caufe of all things ; and this brings h; 
ro the acknowledgment of a Dcity, The laſt of theſe] 01 
Man is molt familiar, wi:h, and apteſt to beled by 01 
Hence it comes to paſs ſo many in.the world turnBruil pi 
tiſh, living onely after the diQates of ſenſe,and evening} ci 
the beſt of men,6& inthe beſtof their ſeryices to a1 oh | 
. ener 
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Tigns of 4 Dying or decaying Chriſtian,” 305," 
will: noe ſome mixtures of ioward or hidden Atheiſm 
be wanting; for in the Corinth Church, ſome had 
not. the knowledge of God in che right notion of it; 
but upon viſibles, had no further obje& or end; 
Hence one is of Paul, and another of Ape/o, a third of 
Cephas, thus turning chelite of Religion into outſide 
chiefly, being led by the prevalency of ſenſe, which 
is that chat keeps Reaſon under Bondage ; we ſee eve» 
ry day the Bealts of the ficld ſeek their food, and has 
ving tound it, live upon it, never further making en. 
qui.y, dow or whence it c.me ; thisſenſe teacheth, 
but God hath enda:d man with a more noble faculty 
of underſtanding, which puts him upon this preax 
enquiry, 

How things come to be in the poſture they now are, 
and whether they had beginning, and from what caule. 
By this way of piving Reaſon ics full ſcope, wecome 
to enquire 1ncq the cruch and original of our being, 
how and whence it was, and come to underſtand che 
Auchor of our being ; and chis leads us into an enqui- 
ry into the ends whereiore we were made, whether as 
the Beaſts, onely ro Ext and Drink, and Sleep, and 
Die, and io no more, or whether the author or our 
being, did not delign fore nobler end in our Cree 
a:10n, 

Thus Fir.t, Bcing rationally ſatisfied that our being 
1s from Gad , we trom hence are neceflicated co grant 
God hath che like pit and property in us, to govern 
and diſpoſe, as we account in Reaſonand Juſtice we 


# have in whacſoeyer we cruly make and arethe original 


of ; Hence every man lays claim and propriety to hig 


1 own, to diſpoſe and order after che intent of its ori- 


pinal, and would men but give Reaſon its full exere 


y cile, God would gain more ground; and Senſethe 
door of Atheiſm, he more kept in 5be ſtation God 


X 3 deſigned 


306 - Signzof « Dying or decaying Chriſtian, 

deſigned ic-coo, Reaſon being a noble principle chat 
will know as chat man is, ſo what man is, and where. 
oo. and ehis fight,of mins rationality, brings him 

ſo to ed feeling of his own frailty. Hence 

ra Mortality is writ in his Fore-head , andchar in 
proceſs of cime, he muſt come co be fick and die ; 
and not onely leave bis noble parts. buc alſo his at- 
chiev:mencs, or fruics of all his Travel, and labour in 
the World. By theſe means men come to enquire in- 
to the nature of that death or annihilation which doth 
befall them, and wherher ir ſhall be eternal or not. 

Thus Religion giins ground upon the ration.il part 
of mankind, and Atheiſm is kept uader; and this 
brings not only a Deity into reverence and adoration, 
but what helps or means ſoever this Deity hath afford- 
ed, are ſought after with inward deſireto the fulleſt 
accainm:nt poſſible. Thus the holy Scripture, where 
met wich, are had in high eſtimation, cheir precepte 
Obezed, their promiſes Loved, their threatnings Fear« 
ed; thus ſtep by ftep, we aſcend to the knowledge of 
facure things, and ſocome to concern our (:lyes, and 
be converſant about the one thing needful or chouglts 
of eternal Weal or Woe, and n»w every thing of 
God, heard or ſeen, hach ſome ſovere:g'1 rendency 
this way ; Sux, Mon, and Srars, Fruits and Plants, 
Summer and winter, Night and Day. Pal 19, Tea 
the Heavens declare the glory of God, and the Firma» 
went ſheweth his handy work, day unto day mttereth 
ſpeech, night unto night ſhewerh kn: "Wedge, his Law 
perfett, converting the Soul, his Teſtimonies (ur ', mas 
ting wiſe the ample : more yer, by chele nan is 
b1a:ded, and underſtandech chit in herring the ſam?, 

ks great reward, 

Thus mans Frailty, and death being underſiood, 
# Reſurreflion and Padgment belieued, # Heaven - 
He 


Signs of « Dying or decaying Chriſtian, 309 
Hell in meaſure comprehended, with deſirable delight ; 
an increaſe of knowledge in theſe great premiſes ; the 
Auchor of them GO D,, thewgy and means of them 
JESUS CHRIST, is now more and more thirſt« 
ed after, and this leads to a practical ſighe of thoſe 
daily ſpeQacles of Mortality, ſhutting the door of 
Atheiſm and Senſe, keeping open thedoor of Faith 
and Hope in the comfort of its objet Heaven, and evi- 
dence of its preſence, as not onely certain, but at hand, 

I ſhall now cloſe all wich a few ſhore Medications to 
all ſuch, as upon the through peraſal of this my pooe 
labour, find their hearcs ſo much warmed inthe gene» 
ral, as to be affe&ionately willing for furtherance in 
their everlaiting journey , to accept and praftically 
keep company with theſe few following Hints, 

I. Beever learning that ESSENTIAL( ever 
go be learning, but never learnt ) Leſſon, SE L F- 
DENIAL. 

2. Read much, Meditate more. 

3, PR AT a toobtainLite, WATCH «tg 
avoid Death, 
| 4. Reoftenrotired, and there talking With Ged, 

5. Truſt your own Hearts, as much a4 you will 
truft the Devil. | 

6. Avoid the appearance of the leaſt ſin, at you 
world the greateſt Poiſon. 

7. Live to God a little while, and you ſball live 
With God to all Eternity. 

I hall now break off writing, having caſt my poor 
Mite into Gods pablick Treaſury, as one lift, (if God 
will,) to encourage the Growing Chriſtian, and reduce 
the Decaying Chriſtian , if any be buttered by it, I have 
my end Give God the Glory, to whom through 
Jeſua Chriſt by the help of the holy Spirit, be all ane 
Praiſes aſcribed i» Heart, with Tongue and Converſa- 


o# for ever and ever. Amen, THE 
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POSTSCRIPT 


Hereas it js commonly ſaid (and 
it may beto the prejudice of me 


in my Credit, Trae, and livelihood ) 


that I bawe yearly a'lowance for Preachs 
ing, and that my loſſes by ſeveral Impri- 
Jonments, and the ſuſpending of my Trade 
for ſome Moneths, upon the late ſevere 
Act againſt Meetings, have b en made up 
and repaired by Contributi »n from others. 
Theſe are to let all underſtand whom tt 
doth or may any ways concern , that the 
aforeſaid reports, are againſt all truth 
end juſtice ; For I do here publick'y de- 
clare, that I never received for Preabing 

one 


The Poſtſcript 
one way or other, to the value of te; 
Pounas, theſe twenty Tears. And that. 
for my ten ſeveral Impriſonments, one of. | 
which coſt me Sixſcore and, Twelve 
Pounds, beſedes twenty ſix Weeks cloſe 
confinement from Shop, and Trade, thas 
I never received any thing towards the 
repair of that loſs more then fourteen 
Pounds by the band of a particulan 
Friend. Another time, ſeveral Months 
extream Sickneſs, occaſionedonely ky ana-= 
ther reftramt, which coſt me abave fifty 
Pounds , beſides Keepers Fees, whie 
reduced ſo low bya wiolemt Feawer, as to 
be diſtracied ſeveral days, and all wiſt- 
ble bope of Life departed, being beld in 
my Bed, by flirength of lands many 
day*. As tomy Damages ſufteined in 
ſputting up my Shop ſo many Monetbr, 
upon the aforeſaid account, I openly awerr, 
that I never received any thing of any 
perſou or perſons towards reparation 
therein, though 1 can faithfully affirm, 
that au hundred Pound would not bawe 


done 


Bone it. This Publication I make tothis 

purpoſe, thi ſuch perſons as bawe other- 
Wiſe conceived and (poken of me , may 
b: nndeceived therein, and ſo F arewel 


FRANCIS SMITH: 


Zane 15, 2672. 
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